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. K E F AC E. 


Tus :ndulernce with which I have 
been already heard at the bar of the 
Public, and the beckoning hand of 
Candor, that ſtill invites me to ſpeak 
without reſerve, cannot wholly remove 
the timidity I feel in laying before the 
World the farther particulars of my 
life. Fain would I have imitated the 
retired warbling of the nightingale, 
and, like her, poured out my tale of 
ſorrows in. the deſert; but cruel Fate, 
alas! has denied me even the comforts 
of obſcurity and ſolitude. 

The names of a great QpREN, and 
of a PRINCE-CARDINAL, unhappily 
united With mine, have ſpread a blaze 
round it to attract general notice; and, 
as if I was doomed to be the victim of 
painful ſplendor, the ingenuity of my 
enemies found means to forge the 
chains of my diſhonour out of a 
Diamond NECEKLACE. 

The ſingularity alſo of my trial, 
the Trung ane of the tranfaQions 
3 in 


b A 1 0 — 
> 710 A 
— 4 », vn 2 N : | oh 
TA Ian EF ae oe a Ei 5s ; NN 
ou : x 
26 r ; 2% * 


; . S e De 
PO EE a oth So pL. ' A EDN : ; 
* * ' PT ns 5 12 8 * "OY n Nenn . - Ke > "i 
* 4s P - 1 fs, 5 Cots 7 - F r. IE, od Soles - — > 5 2 >» q > be : q 5 
A — | — 5 8 MeL "In Ferns PERL WII £42 of k RITES > e © => 
ok * 8 4 * 2 > EN A III ron br 4 * 2 * MX 4 447 et 
e e a — F a ED ny 2 1 eren 2 * wad «Sl 
\ Ry oy 2 oa 2 * Ate” A 1 3 + Ora" 3 27 — 8 — * = LS 
| ne a, BY 5 
A 257 N b 
* ö N : 


et Ar IR 
” »,-: ” pz F 


; . en >. — FN 
2 ² 3 art, OO ea TIO Ge, 1p, RT 


2 a * 
eee e N 
20 ” act. . 

* . en 


% Dy 7 * 
x — 8 "Sx * 
2 IS. 8 


— _— : 
nog torn" 2+ 10S > — on te re — — 2 Who's . - 


iy PREFACE. 


in which I was inyolved, the perverſion. © 
of juſtice to ſhield others from igno- 


miny, and a weak woman's efcape from 


the iron graſp of Power, were circum- 
Rtances that could not fail to excite the 
utmoſt curioſity and ſurpriace. 115 


Bad hardly arrived in this happy 


land of Security and Freedom, in this 
beſt aſylum of perſecuted Virtue, when 
friends and ſtrangers were equally preſ- 
ſing to hear the narrative of my mif- 
fortunes, and the juſtifieation of my 
conduct. Their "poriniaſries: were in 
no ſmall degree enforced by the low: 
whiſpers of Suſpicion, and the more 
daring attacks of Calumny. I found 


that my filence gave a ſanction to re- 
proach, and left my character expoſed 


to the tainted breath of Slander. 1 
therefore took up the pen, though with. 
trembling hand; and wrote the: dic- _ 
tates of my wonnded honour. | 
But whatever proofs. of innocence 
my Memoirs conveyed, in the artleſs 


energy of truth, ſtill they left unſatisfi- 


ed the deſire of the Public to be made 
acquainted with the minuter details of 
a life, che prominent parts of which 
appearcd. ſo remarkable and extraordi- 


nary. 


PREFACE. * * 

This is the delicate taſk I am 

now N to engage in; and I be- 
lieve the Reader will be en vinced, by 
the unvarniſhed picture T fhall draw of 
my on errors and weakneſſes, that 
my peneil is not e "oy the fager | 


of Vanity. 


Let it not, however, be Rippoſed; 


that I affect an indifference to the good 
opinion of others. The eſteem of the 
generous people among whom P live is 


truly dear to me. My views extend 


even farther: Fhave fome ftrong claims 


on my native country; and, furely, 


there never was' a. more frvourable mo 


ment than the preſent to urge my pre- 


© tenſions. I ſee an auguſt Senate diſ- 


penſing freedom and happineſs to a re- 
novated Empire. Þ fee them as ie 
ing the abſurd inſtitutions, that 

to one claſs of men the privilege of 5 | 
preſſing another with impunity. I ſee 


the rights of the people clearly defined; 


and guarded againſt future encroach- 


ment. In ſhort, I ſee the ſcale of Juſ- 
thee ſuſpended with impartial hand, 
while neither the influence of power, 
nor the weight of venality, can incline _ 


the balance. _ 
10 
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vi PREFACE, 
To ſuch a tribunal, then, an unj juſt- 
ly condemned woman dares to 1 5 
' from the ſentence of her former Judges 
j from a ſentence, that affords in its 
very contradictions the ſtrongeſt proof 
' of itsiniquity. The Repreſentatives of 
| the Nation will not diſregard the cries af 
Weill not turn a deaf ear to the com- 
plwkhaints of injured innocence. They 
| will ſuffer me to proſtrate myſelf at 
their feet: They will examine my de- 
fence, and contraſt it with the charge =_ 
of my ungenerous accuſers. 1 
Whatever ingenuity my enemies 
} have exerted to miſrepreſent and black © 
| en my conduct;- whatever corrupt 
' means they have employed to turn the 
tide of popular prejudice againſt me; it 
is no fmall gratification of virtuous 
pride, that I retained, in ſpite of their 
| . efforts, the confidence of all, on whoſe i 
' eftzem I ſet a real value. Though 3M 
n: ver before expoſed to the ſtorms of 
C Controverſy, I ſeated myſelf firmly on 
the rock of Truth; and ſa the angry 
waves of Falſchood break with i impo- 
tent fury at my feet. 
But how perſevering and indefati- 
1 gable 1 is Revenge Foiled in every other 
mode 


o make of attack, it + Gn its envenomed 
+ eye on the Memoirs written in my juſ- 
tification ; and endeavoured to pervert 
ſome unguarded expreſſions into an 
avowal - my criminality.- | 
I have already deſcribed to the Pub- 
lic the diſtreſſed ſtate of mind in which 
1 prepared the materials for that work; 
the conflict of paſſions my ſoul was 
then agitated with; and the ſtruggle 
experienced between the deſire of 
aſſerting my own innocence, and an 
unwillingneſs to expoſe the guilt of 
perſons to whom I was once attached 
by the ſtrongeſt ties of reſ pect and gra- 
i titude. _ 
How often did the pen drop from 
my hand! How often were the words 
2 blotted out Ey my tears! Becoming at 
every new effort more and more ſenſi- 
ble of my inequality to the painful taſk, 
HI availed myſelf of the aſhſtance of a 
XZ gentleman, at the Ex-minifter's deſire; 
and gave him the leading facts, and 
the unconneRted. effuſions of my mind, 
to be reduced into order. 
S Truſting too much to his fidelity and 
his talents, J paſſed over the introduc- 
| tory parts of his work with a ſuperfi- 
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viii PREFACE. 


cial glance, and almoſt confined my re- 


viſion to the ſcenes of deep intrigue, 


reſpecting the NEckLAcE, in which I 


had been made the hapleſs vidim of 
Satisfled with his 
attention to my dictates on this impor- 


ny guilty ſu periors. 


tant ſubject, I paid but little regard to 


any thing elſe; and I overlooked, in 
particular, his deſcription of my ſecond 


interview with the Qneen, where, from 


a miſtaken with, 1 ſuppoſc, to give ſome 
ſtrong colouring to my language and 
ſentiments, he threw me open to ſuſ- 
picions which my ſoul deteſts. 

publiſhed, and "BY 
watchful malignity of my enemies ex- 
ulted in having found out what they 
thought a vulnerable part, when I read. 
it with equal aſtoniſhment. and indig- 


The Work was 


nation. I ſent for the writer: I aſſail- 


ed him with reproaches and tears. He 
ſaid his words conveyed the moſt inno- 
cent meaning; but his explanation 
could neither quiet my uneaſineſs, nor 
repair the injury done to my character. 
Several gentlemen of unimpeached ve- 
_ racity and honour were preſent, when 
I formally proteſted againſt having 
given the leaſt ſanction to any ſuch 


banane 


= RENE. IX 


0 language; and when I deſired that the 
entire Artible might be ſtated with the 
utmoſt ſimplicity in the tranſlation, 
as it was then too late to recal the 
original. : 

The reader will excuſe me for thus 
ſtopping him at the door of the Court, 
where my cauſe will now be fully and 
impartially tried. The ſubtleties of 
XZ chicane will not here be allowed to 
piay upon the tortured meaning of un- 
guarded, unintended, unſanctioned, nay 
more, diſavowed expreſſions. 
Though my ſtory is chiefly addreſſed 
to the boſom of Senſibility, yet I truſt. 
there are very few, to whom it will not 
afford ſome entertainment. The ancc- 
dotes of public and eminent characters, 
2X which it contains; the faithful view it 
Lives of the ſecret ſprings, that put the 
great machinery of courts in motion; 
'W and its detail of aſtoniſhing facts and 
extraordinary intrigues, cannot fail to 
engage the attention of the Politician, 
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IT may be proper to guard the Public 
againſt various Forgeries circulated by 


my enemies, under my fignature, ſome 
entitled a Continuation of my Memoirs, 


others an Addreſs to the National Aſ- 


ſembly, &c. all wickedly contrived to 


_ expoſe me to contempt and abhorrence, 


The following Work contains the au- 


thentic incidents of my life, the Origi- 
nal of which, in my own hand-writing, 
is in the hands of the Publiſher, Mr. 
John Bew, No. 28, Paternoſter-Row. 
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JANE DE Sr. REMY DE VALOIS, 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 


Ei LIZABETH, of Vienna, my grand. 
mother, 


born at Bar- ſur-Seine, had 
formed a particular intimacy with a lady 


of the ſame place, and of a fimilar age 


and diſpoſition: both became pregnant 
about the ſame time, and ſo much did 
this ſimilarity of ſituation heighten their 
reciprocal attachment, that they reſolved, 


ſhould fortune favour their wiſhes by chil- 


dren of different ſexes, to perpetuate their 
friendſhip by a matrimonial union, and 


executed, accordingly, a Contract for that 
purpoſe. 


The fame month e my father 
and his promiſed bride; the young pair 


were given to underſtand that they were 


deſtined for each other, from the fr 
moment they began to prattle : till at 
length 


2 THE LIFE OF THE 
length the buds of friendſhip, cheriſhed 
by frequent intercourſe, and ſtrengthened 


by mutual endearments, ripened into 


love. In this ſituation, with all the 
tranſports which youthful minds feel at 
the proſpect of approaching bliſs, ſcarce 
had they attained the age of fixteen, when 


a ſudden and moſt unaccountable diſa- 


greement between the parents, clouded 


the ſunſhine of their felicity, and blaſted 


their future hope: the match was inſtant- 
Jy broke off, and an immediate ſeparation 
enſued. 


A ſhort time aber, the Counteſs * 
viſited Paris, hoping that abſence, and 


the unceaſing variety which that gay 
capital atfords, would eraſe from her 
daughter's mind the memory of her pro- 
miſed huſband ; while my father, unable 


to forget the miſtreſs of his youth, for a 


long time rejected every overture of alli- 


ance propoſed by his parents; till at 
length time, athited by the ablence of the 
beloved object, fo weakencd the ardor of 
his former flame, that another favorite 


inſenſibly ſtole into his heart, obliterated 


the traces of his former attachment, and =_ 
finally fixed his affections. | 


Maria Joſſel, a girl who had the hs 
of the houſe at Fontette, was the perſon 
who had attracted his eye: ſhe was folict- 


tous to pleaſe him, and, in a ſhort time, 
became pregnant. My 5 wiſhing 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOT TE. 3 


at once to make her an honourable repa- 
ration, and legitimate his child, was in- 
duced to aſk my grand-father's conſent to 
marry her; who, thinking ſuch an union 
degrading to an illuſtrious line of anceſ- 
try, gave a pointed and formal xefuſal. 
This oppoſition did but increaſe my fa- 
ther's ardour; who, after many unſuc- 
ceſsful efforts to win my grandfather to 
compliance, and remaining unmarried 
till he was thirty-hx years of age (four 
years longer than the law required)*, at 
length folemnized the marriage at Lan- 
gres, in Champaign, under the names of 
James de Luz, and Maria Joſſel, where 
my father had purchaſed an eſtate, upon 


which he reſided, ſome time previous to 
the nuptials. In about a year after, my 


grand-father, upon his death-bed, forgave 
the indiſcretion of his ſon; after whole. 


deceaſe, my father and mother left Lan- 


gres, to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate at 


a Fontette. 5 
== From this æra I date the commencc-_ 


ment of my troubles. No ſooner was my 
grand-father in his grave, and my father 
in poſlethon of his paternal inheritance, 
than, freed from all reſtraint, Maria be- 


gan to diſplay her real character, and ful- 


ly evinced the meanneſs of her birth, by 


an unlimited indulgence in that folly and 
extravagance which is ever predominant 


5 1:1 


* Sons are not competent, by the laws of France, to folzmui2- 
marriage dll they are thirty years of age. 
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1 T-HE LIFE: OF: THE 


in vulgar minds on ſudden elevation: ſhe 
liſtened cagerly to the flattering inſinuati— 
ons of thoſe who addrefled themſelves to 


her vanity, and perſuaded her that ſhe did 
herſelf great injuſtice in continuing in 
the country, where ſhe was only known 
as Maria Joiſel; 


that ſhe ſhould repair to 
*aris, where ſhe would figure in the firſt 


. as the Baroneſs de Valois, a title 


which her accompliſhments would not dif- 
grace There nceded no more to deter- 
mine a female, already intoxicated with 
vanity, and ſuddenly raifed from obſcuri- 


ty to attivence : ſhe refolved to follow their 
advice, painted in glowing colours the ad- 
vantages which would certainly reſult from 
a relidence in the metropolis, and cxert- 
ed her influence ſo effectually, t 
unſuſpecting goodneſs of my father fell 
too eahly a prey to the infinuating addreſs 


that the 


of this cunning female, who having pre- 


; viouſly found means, at different inter— 


vals, to ſtrip him of almoſt all his poſſeſ- 
lions. and to feed her poor relations with 


the ſpoils of the paternal inheritance, art 


was ſufheiently 2 to make that very 
poverty, which 


ed, an argument in favour of her deſign. 


My father liſtened to what to him appear- 


cd to him ſo very plauſible, that a jour- 
ncy to Paris, and regaining the title and 


e Roe thereto annexed, was the only | 
means ot repairing his ſhattered fortunes, 
and 


2 herſelf had occahon- 
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| COUNTESS DE LA MOT TE. 5 
ut and reſtoring an illuſtrious name to its 
> original ſplendour ; with ſuggeſtions ſimi- 
lar to theſe, and apparently ſo plauſible, 
did ſhe varniſh over her intereſted defigus, 
and urged my father (it I may be allow- 
ed the expreſſion) to chis deſperate at- 
rempt. 

Here I hope the candid reader will bear 
with me a moment, while in extenuation' 
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. 13 of my father's indiſcretion, I attempt to 


give a flight deſcription of thoſe natural 
accompliſhments in my mother, which 
united to conſtitute that fatal influence, 
ſo replete with miſery to her wretched off- 
fpring. Her form was elegant; her fine 
blue eyes appearing through long filken 
eye-laſhes, and her eye-brows finely arch- 
ed, rendered her face extremely intereſt- 
ing, and markingly expreſſive, while her 
_ treſſes falling in graceful profuſion: 
| over herſhoulders, diſplayed to the great- 
4 oft advantage the natural whiteneſs of her 
kin. With theſe fatal charms ſhe poſſoſ- 
ſed a firong underſtanding, and a * 
wit. Vain from her perſonal charms, ſhe 
was volatile in her temper, impatient and 
revengeful. - 
Buch is the outline of my mother, and 
ſuch attractions might have enſnared 
much older, and perhaps wiſer men. Her 
ſolicitations at length prevailed, and at- 
ter my father had _ of the ſmall. 
y remainder: 
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remainder of his property, we all ſet out 
together on our journey for the metro- 


polis. 


In a dreary night, the moſt gloomy in 
my remembrance, we took our laſt fare- 
wel ot the peaceful plains of Fontette ; 


foriook the calm pleaſures of the country, 


led alide by a meteor beam, which gleam- 
ed deceitfully in the eyes of my father, 
but to allure him to his fate : he aban- 


doned the quiet ſhades of his paternal in- 
heritance, to mix among the crowd, 
where diſappointment fruſtrates the loſty 75 
views of aſpiring ambition. Such was 


the night choſen, not improperly, for my 
parents, to begin their journey, accom- 
panied by my brother, and myſelf, then 
about ſour years of age ; but my young- 


ft ſiſter was left expoſed to charity in 


the window of one Durand, a wealthy and 


avaricious farmer, who being in poſſeſſion 
of a great part of my father's eſtate, and 
having ſtood ſponſor to this unfortunate 


infant, was therefore deemed the moſt 


proper perſon to be her future protector. 
Here I muſt pauſe—unable to ſuppreſs 
the agitations of a mind overwhelmed 
with forrow, on a recollection of the dan- 
ger to which this helpleſs infant was ex- 


poſed, though at that time I was uncon- 
{cious of it.—And, gentle reader, if thy 
heart be not a ſtranger to the dictates of 
humanity, if ever thou haſt known the 
feelings 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. _ 7 


feelings of a father or, ſhould this reci- 
tal moiſten with the tear of ſenſibility the 
eye of that female, who has experienced 
the timidity of a mother, even upon the 


bare apprehenſion of danger to her child 


what indignation mult fill thy breaſt 
again!t the author of this hated tranſac- 
tion! and how ſmall a ſhare of credibility 


can I hone will be given to me when I 


aſſert, that the infant innocence of my 
filter (whoſe endearing ſmiles muſt have 


_ melted into pity the moſt obdurate heart) 


could not fo engage the affections of her 


8 


natural protector, as to prevent her being 
abandoned, and expoſed to the cruelty 


or humanity of every caſual paſicnger ; 


and left (oh, heaven ! I ſhudder to name 
it) on the outhde of that manſion, where 


griping uſury and inhumanity, with their 


concomitant evils, dwelt within — But, 
an indulgent Providence guarded her in- 
nocence, and ſhe now lives, to drop the 
tear of pity on my misfortunes, which 
have almoſt obliterated the remembrance 
of her own. 

It will naturally be aſked, had ſhe no 
father? Yes, I will anſwer; but that fa- 
ther, the weakneſs of whoſe intellects re- 
duced him almoſt to childhood, was ſo 
overcome by the miſery of his ſituation, 
and the idea of being about to leave that 
inheritance which his anceſtors had ſo 
long d, and whoſe honour he had 


tarniſhed 
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knew nothing of the tranſaction, till it 

was beyond his power to prevent it. 
This was the firſt unnatural proof of 

my father's unequal marriage, and the 


gle of poverty, in purſuit of the title and 
appendages i 
It will be unneceſſary to hint, to thoſe 


de Montgomeri, the three ſubſequent 


princes of the houſe of Valois were fingu- 
lar in their misfortunes. Henry III. the 


the Benedictine order, which made way 
tor the advancement of Henry IV. of the 
hecuſe of Bourbon, who, next to the fa- 
mily of Valois, had the belt right to the 
crown : it was, therefore, that the de- 


tamily, fearing to render themſelves ob- 
noxious to the power of the Bourbon, 
ſelves with that of St. Remy, till my 


all his life in the country, was not thus 
acknowledged at court. 


tarniſhed by his mean alliance, that he 


melancholy commencement of the ſtrug- 


who are converſant in French hiſtory, 
that after the death of Henry II. who was 
killed at a tilting match, by the Count 


reigns were harraſſed by religious wars, 


and the cabals of the League, all the 


}aſt king of that line, was aſſaſſinated by 
Clement, a young enthufiaſtic monk, of 
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ſcendants of this ancient and 1lluſtrious- 


diſcontinued the name, contenting them 


grand-father again reſumed it, but being 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 9 


The confined ſtate of my father's cir- 
cumſtances obliged us to undertake part 


of our journey on foot, the reſt was occa- 
ſionally performed in a public carriage. 
| Freſh in my memory (though then but 
four years of age), and not to be effaced 


by time or proſperity, are the cruelties 
inflicted on me by this mother, who had 
commenced her career with ingratitude, 


and, like a ſerpent, ſtung to the heart 


the kindneſs that cheriſhed her; who had 
abandoned an innocent and helpleſs child 
to the mercy of an unfeeling uſurer. 
What could be expected from ſuch a wo- 


man as this ?—the next miſerable victim 


was myſelf. . 

We ſtopped at a village on the road to 
Paris, where. we. dined, and my mother, 
having left my father and brother at the 
inn, took me out with her into the fields, 
and after upbraiding me for ſome trifling 
fault, treated me with. the utmoſt ſeveri- 


4 : ty, the marks of which were very plainly 
to be ſeen. When I had undergone this in- 


human diſcipline; ſhe commanded me to 
dry m y tears, and we returned together, 
as though: we. had been good friends. 


= Notwithſtanding all her precaution, how- 


ever, I could not forget the treatment I 
had . received, which my countenance 


more ſtrongly diſcovered, in ſpite of eve-_ 


ry effort to conceal it: in vain did my 
father preſs me to eat at dinner, nor 
= = could 


10 THE LIFE OP THE 
could he account for an uneaſineſs which 
he ſaw pictured in the face of his darling 


daughter. After dinner, being left alone 
with him, he conjured me, as I loved him, 
to explain the cauſe of my grief; trem- 


bling, and entreating him not to tell my 
mother, which he at length promiſed, I 
related to him her behaviour to me : ſhe, 


however, ſoon after obliged him, not on- 


ly to break his promiſe, but at the ſame 
time to treat her with a ſeverity ſhe had 
never before experienced. 


Whether the fear of ſtill further offend- 
ing my father, or that ſne judged it would 


more effectually conceal from him her 
real diſpoſition towards me, induced her 
to adopt a very different line of conduct, 


1 am at a loſs to gueſs; but her pretended 
fondneſs and careſſes fo far filled my little 


boſom with affection for her, that I fol- 
lowed her almoſt every where, and total- 
ly forgot all that I had before ſuffered. — 


But, alas! this happineſs was but of ſhort 
duration; it vaniſhed, only to give place 


to ill greater ſeverities, which were in- 
flicted upon me, without a conſcious of- 
fence, by this unfeeling parent. 
A ſpirit of revenge, I ſoon fatally expe- 
rienced, had been lurking in my mother's 


breaſt, under the ſpecious diſguiſe of 


kindneſs and affection; nor can I athgn 
one plauſible reaſon, in extenuation of 
her conduct, for again giving way to the 

mpetu- 


GE... "IG 2 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 11 
impetuoſity of her temper, except my 
having communicated to my father what 
ſhe had already done to me. Strange and 
unaccountable as what I am now about 
to relate may appear, it is ſtrictly true, 
that my mother, having enticed me to 
ſome little diſtance, gathered a quantity 


bol ſtinging nettles, of which ſhe formed 


a rod, and had the precaution to uſe it on 
ſuch parts of my body, where ſhe thought 
the marks would not be diſcovered—the 
failed, however, in the attempt to conceal 
from the vigilance: of paternal affection, 
this unparalleled ſpecies of cruelty; my 
father again read my diſtreſs in my eyes, 
and diſcovering, on examination, the ef- 
fects of her reſentment, was ſo tranſport- 
ed with rage, that he could: not. refrain 
from ſtriking her in ſuch a manner, that, 


dim if living, the marks muſt ſtill be viſi- 


ble. ET 
One would have thought this might have 
proved a ſufficient correction —alas! no: 
ſhe long after preſerved the deadly re- 
membrance, and took occaſion. to mani- 
feſt her hatred with redoubled fury. We 
proceeded on our journey till we arrived 
at Vaugerard and Hyſcys, two places in 
the environs at Paris, where we ſtaid a few- 
days. Soon after our: arrival, my mother 
took me to one of the Guingettes*, where 
OD TE IO e I was 
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I was aſtoniſhed at the vaſt crowds of peo- 
ple who were diverting themſelves. 
But a ſhort period had elapſed, when 


my mother (with indignation I remember 


the humiliating circumſtance) inſtructed 


and commanded me to run after the peo- 
ple who paſſed by, repeating theſe words, 
which ſhe had put into my mouth : 


Gentlemen, or Ladies, take compaſ- 


* fton on a poor orphan, deſcended in a 


« direct line from Henry the Second, of 
„ Valois, King of France.“ 

Some aſked me many queſtions, and 
took pity on my infancy, while others 


reproved and threatened me: this I re- 


ported to my mother, who callous to eve- 


ry ſenſe of ſhame, ſtill encouraged me to 


proceed, though ſhe never did this before 


my father, with whom my brother con- 


ſtantly reſided. Sometimes ſhe would fol- 
low me at a ſmall diſtance, and ſet me 


an example, holding out the pedigree of 


our family, which ſhe preſented to every 


one that paſſed; at other times, ſhe took 
me by the hand, and would burſt into 
tears, by way of exciting the compaſſion 


of obſervers, at which I, too young to be 
an accomplice in her dimmulation, uſed 


alſo to weep. 


Though the original intent of our jour- 


ney was to claim the rank and poſſeſſions 


belonging to my father's dormant title, 


pet his own melancholy reflections upon 


| his 


COUNTESS DE LA Mor TE. 13 
his fituation and circumſtances, had ſa 
preyed upon. his underſtanding, that he 
was, as I have already obſerved, reduced. 
to a ſtate of dotage and puerility, and to- 
tally under the government of my mo- 
ther, who, about fix months after our ar- 
rival in the vicinity of Paris, judged it ne- 
ceſſary to remove to Verſailles, where the 
police being much more ſtrict, prevented 
her from again putting in practice her 
beggarly occupation. We remained here 
three months in perfect ſecurity, and from 
thence went. on to Boulogne and St. Clou, 
the former of which being determined on 
for our refidence, we took a ready fur- 
niſhed apartment at an inn, kept by a 
Mr. Chamberry. „ 
My mother's firſt. buſineſs was to wait 
upon Mr. L'Enoque, the curate of that 
place, taking with her the pedigree of 
our family, which ſhe left with him, that 
worthy paſtor. having undertaken the 
charge of making the neceſſary arrange- 
ments, and putting it in a proper condi- 
tion for the inſpection of perſons of diſ- 
tinction near the place, that, induced by 
our diſtreſſes, they might lend thevr affiſt- 
ance towards my father's reſtoration. 
During this interval, the Lords and La- 
dies de Choiſeul, D'Ambouville and D'Al- 
manbec, their grand-children, perſons of 
the firſt rank, arrived at Boulogne, all of 
whom crowded to ſee us, paid us great at- 
„ „ tention, 
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tention, and contributed to our relief; 
but their ſudden return to Paris prevent- 


benevolence. 


cuſtomary walk in the Park of Boulogne, at 
length found himſelf within fight of Save, 


arreſted by Lieutenant Breton, of the 


anda bed of ſtraw. Eight days after this 


ſee him, to comfort his wife and children 


have experienced bad conſequences) im- 


picture imprelſed upon my memory: 
poor father extended on a bed of gow, 
his body emaciated, his complexion ſal- 
low and meagre, his eyes languid and 


and 


ed our receiving further marks of their 


Soon after this my father, taking his 


when, greatly to his aſtoniſhment, he was 


Marſhalſea of Boulogne, and, notwith- 
ſtanding the dignity of his birth, treated. 
as a criminal, confined in a loathſome pri- 
ſon, and allowed only bread and water, 


cruel impriſonment, he was ſuffered to 
write to the friendly curate, whom he 
called upon as his deliverer, to come and 


during his abſence, and afiure them that 
he was not dead. Mr. L'Enoque loft no 
time, and taking me in his hand (not 
chuſing to inform my mother, leſt, being 
pregnant and near her time, ſhe might 


mediately went to fee him. Though then 
but ag infant of five years and three. 
months old, yet deeply is the n 


ſunk, yet a faint and tranſient gleam 
ſeemed to ſpeak the joy of his heart, 
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and welcome our. approach. Unable to 


ſuſtain the fight, I flew into his arms, 
which were ſtretched out to receive me, 


while ſtreaming tears confeſſed the energy 


of my grief. 


The good. Rector ſympathized in our 
afliction, and having procured for. my 


father ſome neceſſary ſuſtenance, exerted 
every means to conſole him under his mis- 


fortune. That benevolent miniſter then 
queſtioned the Marſhal concerning the 


cauſe of his commitment, who gave 
ſuch evaſive anſwers, that he was neceſ- 
| fitated to draw up a petition to the Duke 


of Orleans, which a gentleman of his 
acquaintance engaged to deliver; but 
acceſs to people of rank being much 


more difficult at Verſailles than in other 
Places, my unfortunate father was 


obliged to remain fix weeks in this loath- 
ſome dungeon, before the charitable en- 


deavours of the worthy paſtor, who had 
_ exerted every nerve to effect his purpoſe, 
could terminate in his liberation. Grief 


and indignation, however, at the ſevere 
treatment he had received, encreaſed by 
diſorders contracted while immured in 


this inhoſpitable manſon, preyed upon 
his vitals, and with more than common 


ſpeed, hurried him on to diffolution. A 


moſt piteous object, and in the moſt lan- 


guid condition, did this benevolent man, 
like another Samaritan, convey my fa- 


ther 
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ther to his own houſe, in a carriage, the 
expence of which he moſt charitably de- 
trayed; and a few days after, in conſe- 5 
quence of his application to the Amann 
becs, procured an order to conduct him , 
in a chariot (a diſtinction due to the dig- 
nity of his deſcent) to the Hotel de Dieu, 
at Paris, where, two days after, it pleaſed 
the Almighty to releaſe him from all his 
troubles. 7 
The day after his removal,” my mother — 
carried me and my brother to ſee him. 
Never ſhall I forget my parting interview 
with this aflectionate and repentant pa- 
rent, whoſe laſt injunction . yet vibrates _ 
in my ear. He took both my hands in. 
his, and prefling them to his lips, repeat- - 
ed, in a, faint voice, Ah! my. dear. 
child! I fear my conduct will occaſion. 
you much future miſery ; but let me in- 
treat you, under every viciſſitude, to re- 
member that you are VaLois! Cheriſh, 
throughout life, ſentiments worthy of the 
name, and never forget your birth —1 
tremble,” continued he, in broken ac- - 
cents, while tears trickled faſt down his 
cheeks—“ I tremble at the thought of 
leaving you. in the care of ſuch a mo- 
ther!”—Theſe were the laſt words I ever | 
heard him ſpeak. That night we gale 7 
alas! for ever, for - next morning N. 
breathed his laſt. 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 17 
The death of my father was a fatal 

2 ſhock. His kindneſs, his protection from 
the cruelties of my mother, had bound 
him to my heart. When he died, for- 
2 ſaken and defenceleſs, an inundation of 
miſeries burſt in upon me, and bore me 
7 down a tide which only his aſſiſtance could 
have enabled me to reſiſt. 
— Two days after, my mother went to 
make enquiries reſpecting his health, at 
the houſe of the friendly Rector, who: 
from motives of compaſſionate kindneſs. 
to her advanced ſtate of pregnancy, had 
2 concealed the mournful intelligence of 
his death. My mother propoſed going 
to ſee him, from which the Rector diſ- 
XX ſuaded her. She ſtill perſiſted, and he 
more ſtrenuouſly objected; which at 
length ſo confirmed her fears, that ſhe in- 
ſtantly fainted away, and that ſame day 
was delivered of a daughter, to whom 
Madame L'Almanbec, and her grand- 
child, then at Boulogne, who had kindly 
IK taken us under their protection, conde- 
ſcended to ſtand ſponſors. | 
3X About three months after, my mother 
again departed for Verſailles, taking us 
along with her, and hired a ready-fur- 
"FF niſhed lodging at La Porte du Bucque, 
where ſhe again reſumed the trade of 
ſending me about to aſk charity. In this 
23x odious occupation, now become {till more 
Wo hateful, which, though ſo young, I 
1 thought 
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thought very inconſiſtent with the laſt 


words of my dying father, and which no- 
thing but fear could have induced me to 


diſobey, I recolle& going once (ignorant 


of the ritk TI ran of being apprehended) 
to the houſe of Monſ. Deionice, Exempt 


General of the Marſhalſea of Verſailles. 
Pleaſed with my infant playfulneſs, he 


called me in to ſpeak to him, and, after 
aſking me many queſtions, gave me a 


crown piece, a dinner, and ſome toys. 
Won by theſe attentions, fo agreeable to 
children, I often repeated my viſits, and 
Was taken notice of by his wife and 


daughter, who called me the Little St. 
Remy. 

Mr. Deionice 3 that my mother 
was handſome, had the euriofity to viſit 


her. I recolle& once finding him there 
on my return home. 


deprived herſelf of the countenance of 
this benevolent family, by forming an 


unaccountable connection with one Jean 
Baptiſte Ramond, a native of Sardinia, 
and a ſoldier, whom ſhe ſeemed to con- 
fder as her ſecond huſband. The De- 
ionice family aſked me a great many 
queſtions, and I, from their kindneſs to 


me, conceiving I ought to tell them 


every thing, in my childiſh prattle one 


day divulged the circumſtance of my 
mother's new acquaintance. They defir- 


ed me ſometimes to liſten to the eonver- 


ſation, 


But ſhe very ſoon 
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fation, which I did, and having heard 


them talk of marriage, reported it to my 
benefactors. This engaged that reſpect- 
able family to take every meafure to pre- 
vent their union, by defiring the adjacent 
pariſhes to refuſe them, if they ſhould 
Ser: 1 e 

Soon after they offered themſelves, and 
were rejected. Mortiſied by their repulſe 

in this diſtrict, they went to Chaillot, 


where they lived together, without further 
moleſtation, in a neatly furniſhed apart- 
ment which my mother had previouily 


hired. © Yi 
Here it was that my mother aſſigned it 
as my taſk to bring home every day ten 


wieeſous, and on Sundays and holidays twice 


that ſum ; but this was what I could very 
ſeldom accompliſh. I now began to feel 
the noble blood of the Valois flowing 
within my veins, and oppoling, like an 
indignant torrent, ſuch a degradation of 
a deſcendant of that illuſtrious family, I 
pondered much the laſt words of my dy- 
ing Father; yet the fear I was under, in- 
creaſed by the ſevereſt treatment, pro- 
bably tor the very purpoſe of making the 
moſt vivid impreſſions of terror, con- 
ſtrained me to obey, and again to ſolicit 

charity for a poor little orphan, deſcended 
from Henry II. 3 aaron 
Gracious Heaven! could the ſpirits of 
my illuſtrious anceſtors have beheld this 
e proſtitu- 
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proſtitution of their wretched offspring — 
could they behold the brightneſs of their 


atchievements, the ſterling glory of the 


Valois, thus tarniſhed and baſely alloyed, 


what would they feel, at hearing thoſe 


 odious words, Take pity on a poor or- 
phan, a deſcendant from Henry II. de 


Valois! ” 


Perſons who heard me, ſuppoſing I had 


been inſtructed by ſome beggar, ſaid to 


me, © Take care, my little girl! you are 


not aware of the danger you are expoſed 


to, by thoſe who advite you to make uſe 
of that name!” 
„J know not,” replied I.“ if I tell 
you wrong; but my father, on his death- 
bed, told me ſo; and the Rector of Bou- 
logne uſed always to confirm what he 


aid. 


I then told them my whole lors, with- 


out conſidering how it might affect my 
mother, or the man who Paſſed for her 


huſband. rs 


Lou impoſe upon us, little girl!” ſays. 
one. Your father is not dead: you only 


© tell us ſo, to excite our compaſſion ! . 


„Indeed but he is!“ replied I, burſt- 


ing into tears; “ and if you think 1 de- 


celve you, enquire of Mr. L'Enoque, 
Rector of Boulogne : He will tell you the 
fame thing; and Madame DAlmanbee 
and her grand-ſon, who ſtood god- -fathcr 


and god- mother to my little fifter.” 


Lam. 
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I am uncertain whether they took the 
pains to inform themſelves ; or whether, 
ſeeing me a child, and therefore ſup- 
poſing me incapable of deceit, together 
with the variety and connection of the 
incidents I related, they were fully con- 
vinced of my veracity. „„ 
About this time the miſtreſs of the 


haouſe, having occaſion for our lodging 


for her own family, gave my mother 


warning; in conſequence of which ſhe 


$ * 4 | 3.5 


27 hired a miſerable apartment, open to 


1188 beggars of the very loweſt order, for two- 


© pence per night; dinner and ſupper at 
the ſame rate. In this wretched receptacle, 


5 . my mother took care to procure a bed 


for herſelf and Ramond, while my bro- 
ther, myſelf, and little ſiſter, were oblig- 


1 ed to be content with a bed of ſtraw; but 


even this was a comfort from which I was 
often excluded, for frequently, not hav- 
ing procured my daily ſupply, and terrih- 
ed at the ſeverity of that puniſhment 
which was certain to be inflicted on ſuch 


2 occaſions, I uſed to take up my lodging 


in the ſtreet, or in any ſhelter I could 
oercep into, chuſing rather to ſubmit to 
every hardſhip, and *ruſt myſelf to all 
the inclemencies of the ſeaſon, than to 
ME receive from the hand of a parent that 
38M puniſhment, the very idea of which was 
WM fo terrible; for ſometimes Ramond would 
come out to ſeek me, and having found 
bf me 
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me fleeping under a window, or on the 
ſteps of ſome door, would lead me home, 
trembling, like a lamb to the flaughter, 
where we were no ſooner arrived, than 
my mother, ſhutting the door, ordered 
me to ſtrip off the poor rags which did 
but ill conceal the nakednefs of my body. 
Having pulled off theſe, even my very 
_ ſhift, ſhe would beat me ſeverely with a 
rod ſteeped in vinegar, till the ſplinters 
ſtuck in my fleſh; after which, with the 
_ alhſtance of the man, ſhe tied me with 
cords to the bed-poſt : and if, during this 
_ cruel operation, I happened to cry, or 
make the leaſt noiſe, ſhe would again 
apply the rod with ſuch reiterated fury, i 
that it was frequently broken about my | 
| back.—Thus was I early in the School of 
Adverſity, taught leſſons of patience. 
The day following ſhe would again 
fend me away, charging me not to do as 
J had done the day before, and to be ſure 
to bring home money. I accordingly 
uſed to go out, and make my > AA 
to ſome good people of the place, who 
ſeemed intereſted in my behalf, and had 
often given me victuals to carry home to 
my mother. Among theſe, I particular- 
ly remember a Mr. and Mrs. Ruel, a 
financier and his wife, who lived at the 
lower part of Chaillot; and a Mrs. 
Ouchard, who kept an cating-houſe. : 
A few months after, this man, who 
paſſed 
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aſſed for my mother's huſband, was ar- 
reſted by the Officer of the Police at Paris, 


in coming out of the Place de Louis 
Quinze, near the Thuilleries, and con- 


veyed in a hackney coach to the Chatelet. 


As ſoon as my mother was apprized of 
his impriſonment, ſhe prepared to viſit 
him, taking me along with her, and 
commanding me to call him Father; to 
which I objected, ſaying that my Father 


was dead. © You are ſurely dreaming!“ 


anſwered ſhe. 
When we approached within fight of 
the priſon, I began to be greatly terrified: 
She dragged me forward; and when we 
came to the place where he was confined, 
J was not a little ſurprized at finding my 
brother, who was kindly endeayouring to 


conſole him, as though he had W l 


A been his father. 


« How do you do, my dear daughter? 38 
ſaid Ramond, upon ſeeing me. © Good 


morning, ſir !” replied I. He careſſed : 


me; but I remember well, that my ſen- 


ſatlons at this moment. were far from 


being in uniſon with his. I am not 
forry that you are here,” thought I to 


myſelf: © I ſhall perhaps, be better 


(7? 


treated! 
Was it unnatural, that I ſhould rejoice 


at is confinement ? —he who uſed to 


athſt my mother in the exerciſe of her 
barbarity, and w ould continue that cru- 


elty 
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elty which nature had denied her firength 


to execute he who could behold my 


fleſh quivering with agony, yet redouble 


| his efforts, till the blood ſtreamed at every 
ſtroke. 


Gentle reader, this is not an exaggerat- 
ed picture, drawn by an over-heated 


imagination, to excite thy indignation, 


or extort thy pity : 


it is the language of 
Truth; 


ſenſibility even to read. _ 
After ſtaying ſome time in the oriſon, 


my mother returned to Chaillot, taking 


me along with her, but” leſt my brother 
with his reputed parent, under the name 
It was a maſter-piece 
of cunning in this man, who had tho- 
roughly ſtudied his part, and had taken 
every precaution to have him always in 


his company, that if he was apprehended 
with our titles, my brother, whoſe pro- 


perty they were, might reclaim them. 
This was the reaſon why he had the au- 
dacity to beg in the Thuilleries. 

My tranquility, on account of this 
relaxation of ſeverity, laſted not long, 
for in a fortnight after he was releaſed, 


and, notwithſtanding the puniſhments 7 
he had received, he returned to his cuſ- 


tomary occupation, and again, accompa- 
nied by my brother, appeared upon his 
tormer ſtation ; while I was oblige. - to 


it is the narrative of one who has 
really felt, what cannot but affect thy 
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ſeek out proviſion for all the famil y, bear- 
ing my little ſiſter, about a year younger, 
Ang almoſt as big as myſelt, faſtened on 
back, at which thoſe who paſſed by 
el , that I carried a heavier bur- 

den than myſelf. | 5 

A fortnight after this, every day of 
which was devoted to the ſame employ- 
ment, Ramond was again apprehended, 
and confined in priſon, where he remain- 
ed about a month, during which time I 
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1, was very barbarouſly treated by my mo- 
g ther, who hated me, and took every op- 
r W portunity of exerciſing her revenge for 
c the impriſonment of her paramour, which 
5 | ſhe ſaid was owing to my perverſeneſs, in 
> | refufing to acknowledge him for my fa- 
n cher. At times ſhe would put me into 
in her own bed, perhaps with a view of diſ- 
d guiſing her cruel intentions, and in the 
0- middle of the night, or early in the mor- 
N. ning, ſhe would | get up and beat me ter- 
u- ribly, daſhing my head againſt the wall, 
and ſcratching me to that degree, that 
11S the bloody marks were plainly to be ſeen, 
ig. This conduct frightened me ſo much. 
d, that I dared not return to the houſe, and 
Ats this night and the next took up my lodg- 


ing in a ſtable. 
2a- While labouring in my vocation of 
his begging charity from door to door, I met 
to a little girl coming out of a cook's ſhop 
with ſome roaſt meat. I had intreated 
VV - the - 
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the miſtreſs of the houſe only to give me 
a little water, which ſhe denied me with a 
tone of aſperity ; upon which this young 
_ perſon ſaid, © Come along with me, my 
little girl, and I will take you to a houſc 
where you ſhall have ſome.” I took her 


at her word, and followed her, when, in- 


load of water, ſhe gave me ſome bread 
and wine; after regaling me well, and 
giving me ſix ſous, ſhe called her bfters 
together, to hear me tell my NOrys. at 
which they all wept. 

After this I purlued my route, beg gging 
at almoſt all the great houſes, where | 
met with various receptions; ſome liiten- 
cd to and relieved my neceſſitics, whilſt 
others drove me away from the door, and 
called me an impoſtor, to which I could 
only reply by my tears. Thus was 1 
treated, till coming near Hauteville, I 
met in my road a poor vine- dreſſer „Who, 
pity ing my wretchednels, * © Poor little 


creature!“ ſaid ihe, in compaſſionate ac- 


cents, come along with me to my houſe, 


and you ſhall cep in our garrct.” This W 
bencvolent woman then took me home i 


with her, liſtencd attentively to the ſtory 


— 


1 related, of the manner in which I gain- 


ed my livelihood, the death of my father, 


and the cruelties of my mother, which Il 
related fimply, without cxaggcration.— WM 


This good creature then gave me ſome 
| ſupper, of which I eat very heartily ; but 
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the tale I had told, in the language of 
infant fimplicity, had totally deprived her 
g of appetite. 5 
5 « Only think,” ſaid ſhe to her two 
children, with tears in her eyes, © this 
little girl is daughter to a great man!“ and 
obſerving that | collected together, and 
put into my mouth, the crumbs which the 
children let fall, See! fee!” fee!” con- 
tinued ſhe, .** 5 diſtreſs may bring us 
to! Mind, and make no waſte of that 
bread which you may one day want your- 
ſelves 
The next morning ſhe called. in her 
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n. neighbours to fee me, many of whom 
It | advited me to go to St. Clou, where 


there was a great fair. I took their ad- 
| vice, and journcyed thither, moiſtening 
the road with my tears. Here I had the 
good fortune to mect with another Vine- 
arciter, who finding me aſleep at four 
0 clock in the morning under a Fruiterer's 
window, took me up, tremblins g, in wi 
arms, brought me to her houſe, "and laid 
me on her own bed; then g giving me ſome 
warm wine and ſugar, and covering me 
up, I fell into a fine perſpiration, and 
awoke two hours altcr, greatly refreſhe 
She then brought me a ſhift, and a jack ct. 
and petticoat belonging to one of her 
own children. One of my little girls, 
ſaid ſhe, “ is dead; if ſhe had lived: . 
de ſigned to have given her theſe cloaths, ; 
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28 
which T now give to yon. But make 
yourlelt happy, my poor little girl! you 
ſhall ſtay with me; my huſband will be 
pleaſed with you!“ Then weeping, and 
almoſt devouring me with kiles, © Sec 
this poor little girl!“ ſaid the, ſpeaking 
to her children : 
a King !—Her mother uſed to beat her: 
| the wanted to make her bring ten ſous a 
day, and on holidays twenty ; but we will 
take better care of Her, and not uſe her 
ſo cruelly !” 

Here I remained for a few days s, ant 
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felt the moſt delightiul contraſt to my for- 


mer wretchednefs, rejoicing in the parti- 
cipation of the comforts of theſe poor 
| honeſt peaſants, who, in their quiet re- 
treat, enjoyed all that happineſs which 
ambition idly pants to graſp in the dif- 
_ cordant din of populous cities. —If at any 
period of my life I ever enjoyed complete 
felicity, it was in this contented cottage : 
but I was reſerved for greater misfortunes, 


and deſtined to experience vicithtudes in 


their ſtrongeſt extremes. 

A few days had thus inſenſibly glided 
away in the enjoyment of comforts. to 
witch I had hitherto been a ſtranger, 
when my brother, whom my evil genius 
had conducted thither, eſpied me out amid 


the concourſe cf people at the fair. — 


© Ha! ha! are you there?” exclaimed he. 


„ What are you doing here? My mother 1 


now lodges 1 in a grand apartment, and a 
great 


« ſhe is deſcended from 


„ 
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great Lord has taken charge of us. She has 
ad a good deal of trouble to get Mr. Ra- 


mond out of priſon, but can t ſucceed; how- 


ever, Iam not ſorry Come along home! 3 


every thing is quiet. My mother 1s con- 
tinually with him; ſhe fleeps there, and. 


I am alone with my little fiſter.. Come 
then, ſiſter! come, and let us go Home 
together?! 

Let me lament, for a moment, how a 
noble mind may be ſoiled by bad educati- 
on and corrupt examples. 

My brother, whoſe ſentiments, as will 
hereafter appear, ſufficiently evinced the 
nobility of his deſcent, had been taught, 
by my mother, to deſpite and ridicule 
every thing his perſecuted ſiſter either ſaid 


or did. For this he was ſure to meet 


with encouragement ; but, notwithſtand- 
ing this bad education, and the mean ex- 


W ample of his parents, his ſpirit broke. 


iorth {rom every ſurrounding cloud, and 
he was not more renowned for the defence 
of his country, and the more arduous ex- 
ertions of public, than eſteemed by all 
that knew him for his amiable aiſpolition,, 
and fulfilling all the moral duties of. pri- 
vate and ſocial life. 

When my brother invited me to go with 
him, I thought not that he was deceiving 
me, and immediately returned to the 5 
good vintagers, and offering to reſtore 
their cloaths, which they refuſed, I bid 


them 
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«- 


them farewell; at which they embraced 
me tenderly, and we all ſhed tears toge- 


ther. I then went home with my bro- 


ther; but what was my aſtoniſhment, 


when: the moment I entered, I faw my 


mother in the ſame wretched apartments 


in which I left her! She took very little 


notice then; but the next morning, when 
F was going to riſe, I found the decent 


arcis the vintager had given Me was taken 


away, and in its place an old tattered 


garment, and a pair of wooden ſhoes. 
"Get 1 at?” cxclaimed this unnatural pa- 
rent; © Take your little fiſter on your 
back; 41 get us ſome viétuals; and if 
you do not return before nine o'clock, I 
will order the Marſhal to put you into a 


priſon, much more terrible than that in 
Alas! 


which you ſaw Mr. Ramond.”= 
that word, priſon, terrified me already ſo 


much, that I waddled out as faſt as I could, 


with my little ſiſter Margaritta on my 


back. Here, for a ſhort period, I per- 
ceived fome little abatement in my mo— 
ther's ſeverity ; 


but this calm laſted not 
long, only during the ſmall interval of 
which was ſmall in- 
deed, for about eight days alter he was a 


third time apprehended, and I experi- 
enced my former puniſhment. 
It muſt here be remarked, that Ra- 


mond, though twice before impriſoned, 


had SELL the audacity to beg, as uſual, 


with 


RY 
5 


9 


of his being treated as an impoſtor. 


1 preſented the vouchers of his deſcent 
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with my brother, near the Thuilleries. 
The ſtory I told, in my perambulations 
for charity, of the death of my father, 
and my refuſal to acknowledge Ramon 

as ſuch, fo. exaſperated my mother, that 
ſhe vented her fury upon me, inſiſting 
that my conduct had been the reaſon ot 
his conlinement. I was accordingly blam- 
ed for every thing, and refuſing to call 

him father, the alleged was the ſole reaſon 
In- 
deed. fram- my own recollection,” COrro- 
borated with what I have ſince heard in 
the country, he was, not ill qualibed from 
this buſineſs. His figure was gracctul and 
commanding: at the ſame time, when he 

„ 18 
inſinuating addreſs led many to pity him, 
as a nobleman in diftrefs. Thete accom- 
pliſhments had rendered him ſo popular, 
added to his boldneſs, after two impriſon- 
ments, to beg even in the very face of 
the palace, that he was again apprehend- 
cd. The impriſonment was much more 
ſerious than the former two; he was con- 


fined fifteen days, at the expiration of 


which he was ſentenced by the Court to 
be expoſed twenty-four hours at the Place 
de Louis Quinze, the ſcene of his impoſ- 
ture, with inſcriptions, and copies of the 


titles he aſſumed hung round his body; 


after which he was baniſhed for five Years 
from Paris. 


My 
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My mother, for what reaſon I know 
not, led me and my brother to behold 
this Ipectacle. She appeared greatly at- 
fected. Tis all your fault!“ ſaid ſhe 

to me, weeping : tis all your fault!“ 
Kamond was ſuffered to remain eight 
days, to ſettle his affairs, and to re-eſtab- 
liſh his health. The feventh, after he 
had been thus expoſed, he ſet forward on 
his journey, and my mother determining 
to go with him, told us, with much ſce- 
ming regret, that ſhe was going to con- 
duct Mr. Ramond, alluring us that ſhe 
did not mean to ſtay longer than five, 
but would return within eight days at 
turtheſt: they then went out to commu— 
nicate this to their landlord Dufreſne, and 
Pherefa his niece, and afterwards depart- 
ed together, leaving us three little children 
without the leaſt morſel of victuals, except 
a ſmall bag of nuts. Three weeks paſſed 
away withoat any news. The fourth we 
had the good fortune (may I call it good 
fortune 5) to meet the Marquis and Mar- 
chionefs de Boulainvilliers in their carri- 
age and four, on their journey to their 
eſtate at Pally. As the carriage drove 
ſlowly, I went up to it, with my little 
ſiſter on my back, and aſked alms. 
Madame de Boulainvilliers having ex- 
amincd me attentively, wiſhed to hear 
my ſtory. I am a poor orphan,” re- 
plied I,“ without father or mother to take 
care 
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care of me. © In ſhort, I told her every 
thing I knew.—M. de Boulainvillters, 
extremely incredulous, reproved her for 
{topping the carriage ſo long to ſpeak to 


beggars; but the virtuous Marchioneſs 


endured the rebuke of her huſband, to 
pay attention to the cries of the wretch- 

ed. © Poo! poo! Madam, ſaid the 
Marquis, “ don't liſten to them! tis the 
common trick of poverty to forge lies, to 
excite compathon.”—** No indeed, Sir,” 
replied I, © it is not a he; and J intreat 


Madame the Marchioneſs to have the 


goodneſs to ſend to Chaillot, and enquire 
of Mr. Dufreſne, where we lodge.“ —“ 


Very well, little girl,” replied the Mar- 


chioneſs; © and if you ſpeak the truth, | 


I will be a mother to you.” —She then 
ordered her ſervants to relieve me, and 


ſaid, © Take care, little girl, that you 
don't tell a ſtory '—© Oh, no?” replied 
I, „I would not attempt to impoſe on 
Madame de Boulainvilliers, who feels ſo 


much compaſſion for unprotected or- 
phans.“ a Bet, 


The carriage then drove off, leaving 
me ſo much delighted at being taken ſuch 


notice of by ſo great a lady, that it en- 


groſſed all my ideas till I arrived at the 
houſe, whither I haſted to inform my 
brother, Dufreſne, and Thereſa, of my 


good fortune. I firſt addreſſed myſelf to 


Thereſa, telling her, in accents of infant 
G58 ecxultation, 


5 
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(44? 


24 THE LIFE OF THE 


exultation, how a great lady, and a grand 


gentleman with a ſtar and ribband, in a 


tine coach and four, with four ſervants, 


had ſtopped their carriage, and given me 
three livres; and that the lady had faid 
ſhe would fend to enquire about us. I 
thought not, at that time, ſhe would have 


jo punctually kept her word. 
The next day I was called by Thereſa, 


and on coming down, immediately recol- 


lected the ſervant I had feen the day be- 
fore, who, made many enquiries. The- 
reſa and her uncle confirmed the ſtory 1 


had told before, recounted the hardſhips 
my mother made me undergo, when I 
did not, bring home the ſum required, 
and gave, him the moſt thorough convic- 


tion of our birth, of the manner and rea- 
fon of the impriſonments, and ſoblequent 
baniſhment of Mr. Ramond. © You 
may,” added Thereſa, © make any en- 


quiries you. think proper; almoſt every 


body in the neighbourhood knows them, 


and have contributed to their relief.“ 


Dufreſne then remarked, that Ramond 


was the occaſion of my mother's having 
treated me fo cruelly, and that every bo- 
more 
over, that if they had not been genuine, 
Government would not have reſtored 


dy had read our titles; obſerving, 


them; but that as they were now in the 
pofſeflion of my mother, who had taken 


them away with her, probably to proceed 


In 
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in her impoſture elſewherc, they referred 


him to Mr. L'Enoque, Rec tor of Bou- 


logne, who could give the moſt authentic 
and undeniable information. 
This domeſtic, who was commiſſioned 


to aſcertain the truth, went round to all 


the neighbours, who confirmed every 
thing I have before related, and returned 
with the moſt ſatisfactory intelligence. 
Previous to his departure, Dufrefne took 
him up ſtairs, and ſhewed him the bed 


of ſtraw upon which we all ſlept together: 


he likewiſe made him take notice of a 


ſtool, and other implements for blacking : 
ſhoes, which had been bought for my bro- 
ther to excerciſe the trade of a Shoe-black. 


He then obſerved, that I had the ſole 
charge and management of the family ; 


that I wathed' the linen in the river, and 


every day picked up my little bundle of 


faggots from the hedge, to make the fire. 


—“ Go,” ſaid the ſervant, „ and thank 


Mrs. Hoequard, and take your leave ot 


her, and of the Baker who lives oppolite, 


who has often given you bread. After: 


you have done this, enquire for the caſtle 
at Pally.” 

Very ſoon after the ſervant's departure, 
little preparation being neceflary for our 
journey, I put my little ſiſter on my back, 
and we all ſet out together for the Caſtle. 
When we arrived at Paſſy, we addrelled 
ourſelves to the porter, whole room was 
tilled 
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filled with the people of the houſe and 
their friends, all aflembled together to ſee 
us. The moment we approached, they 
greeted us with an acclamation of wel- 
come. © Ha! ha! here they are! Here 
are the poor little orphans!” 
Immediately upon our arrival, one of 
the domeſtics ran to acquaint Madame 
Boulainvilliers, crying, © Here they are, 
Madame Marchioneſs, here are the poor 
little orphans !”—Paſling into the houſe, 
we entered a ſpacious porch, in the cen- 
ter of which roſe a grand ſtair-caſe, richly 
ornamented with gold, where a large 
company of ladies and gentlemen were 
{tanding to view us. Madame de Boulain- 
Villiers deſcending to the middle of the 
ſtair-caſe, addreſſed herſelf to me.“ Well, 
my dear little child, do you remember 
me?” to which I replied. in the affirma- 
tive. 
The company unanimouſly expreſſing 
a with to ſee us clean, none of them dar- 
ing to come near us, immerſed as we were 
in the concomitants of beggary—rags, 
diſorders, and vermin : the Marchioneſs 
gave orders that we ſhould be cleaned. 
We were accordingly removed, and my- 
telf and fiſter underwent a good ſerub- 
bing by the maids, under the inſpection 
of the three young ladies, daughters of 
the Marchioneſs, who condeſcended to 
ſuperintend the operation, and vied with 
each- 
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each other who ſhould do us the moſt ſer- 
vice, adding, that their mamma had told 
them we were to be their ſiſters. While 1 
and Margaritta were thus cleanfing by the 
maids, the male ſervants were 9 


buſied about my brother. 
When we were waſhed, and accommo- 


dated with the beſt linen the exigencies 
of the moment would admit, we were put 
into an excellent bed, which was to us ſo. 
great a luxury, that we ſlept longer than 


[ think proper to mention; for I will not 
expoſe my veracity even to the very ſlight- 


eſt ſufpicion, by the relation of facts 
which wear only the appearance of im- 


probability. Suffice it to ſay, that we 
fept ſoundly for a long time. 
As foon as we awoke, we were pro- 


vided with ſome nouriſhing broth, and 
ſome bread, which we eat very heartily. 
They then applied themſelves to the cure 


of thoſe filthy maladies with which we 


were all more or leſs infected, in conſe- 


quence of our wretched ſituation : till this 


was effected, the Marchioneſs would not 
ſuffer us to ſtir abroad. 


About fifteen days ſubſequent to this 


period (doubtleſs from curioſity excited 


by the repreſentations of the Marchioneſs) 


we had many viſitors, who brought us 


preſents of cloaths, and other things ; and 


even the nobility and gentry, who paid 
their reſpects to Madame de Boulainyith- 


ers 
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ers at the Caſtle, were not wanting in 


their attention to us. They made u$re- 
count our misfortunes, at the melancholy 


recital of which the tear of pity futhci- 


ently evinced, that, while their curioſity 


was gratified with the knowledge of our 


hiſtory, their feelings were powerfully | in- 


tereſted in our favour, and they compli- 


mented. the Marchioneſs on the benevo- 


lence of her conduct towards us. 


Tbe diſorders we had contracted, du- 
ring that ſtate of wretchedneſs from which 


the worthy Marchioneſs had relieved us, 
having now entirely diſappeared, ſhe de- 
termined to give us an education; and 
accordingly Madame Le Clere, and her 


daughter, who kept a young ladies board- 


ing-ſchool near Paſſy, received my little 
ſiſter and myſelf for that purpoſe. There 


experienced a return of my former diſor- 
der, notwithſtanding the medicines I had 


taken to prevent its again appearing ; nor 


was I ſuftered to aſſociate with the other 
children, till my health was perfectly re- 
We were then taught to 
work in common with the reſt, and Ma- 
dame Le Clerc ſoon had the ſatisfaction 

to report to my benefactrefs the rapid pro- 


greſs I made in every branch of female 


education, particularly in writing ; that 


my memory was uncommonly {ſtrong ; 
and greatly regretted that ſhe had not had 
charge of me earlier. This lady's reports 
f of 
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of my little ſiſter were equally favorable; 
indeed, ſhe herſelf gave ſeveral ſpecimens. 


of her improvement, particularly in re- 


pcating, at the annual fete of our worthy 
patroneſs, the cuſtomary compliment on 
ſuch occaſions, which ſhe did with ſo 
much grace and propriety, that every one 
was charmed with her; and it was mat- 


ter of admiration, that an infant ſcarce 


| five. years of age, could remember ſo long 
a nene! addrefs. 

No ſooner had ſhe finiſhed, than lift- 
ing up the Marchioneſs's gown, ſhe kiſſed 


the hem of it. This was noticed by every 


one preſent, and afforded Madame de 


Boulanvilliers ſo much ſatisfaction, that 


ſhe immediately embraced her, ſaying, 
with the utmoſt complacency, “ Call me 
your mother, my dear! I will always be 


a mother to you!“ -“ Ah! madam,” re- 


_ plied ſhe, my mother was not ſo good 
to me as you; ſhe uſed to beat me and 


my fiſter, but you overwhelm us with 
kindneſs, you careſs us. Oh! no; you 


never beat my elder fiſter ! continued ſhe, 


killing her hand. The company were ſo 


aſfocted with this ſcene of infantine fim- 
plicity, and theſe genuine effuſions of 


gratitude, that the {ympathizing "ov: 
flowed from every eye. 


Soon after, this child, who was aloft 
adored by thoſe that knew her, was taken 


ill of the ſmall-pox, and died, when 


about 
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about five years of age.— Happy babe! let 
me ſuppreſs, if poſſible, theſe ſelfiſn, im- 
pious tears, and ſubmit, in patient reſig- 
nation, to that Being, whoſe afflicting 
diſpenſations are eventually bleſſings, 
which we are too ſhort-ſighted to diſeo- 
ver, or too perverſe to acknowledge. Let 
me not lament thy departure, but rather 
_ congratulate thee, upon being ſnatched 
away from thoſe miſeries which have uni- 
formly purſued thy unfortunate ſiſter. 
The Marchioneſs and her daughters, 
ignorant of the circumſtance, were con- 
templating to ſurprize us by a ſudden vi- 
ſit, when intelligence was received that 
the ſmall-pox was raging at Paſly. The 
Marchioneſs was ſo alarmed at this infor- 
mation, that ſhe immediattly ſet out for 
Paris, to which the Marquis alſo ſtrongly 
adviſed her. Thus was F doubly unfor- 
tunate; the ſame event that tore away 
from me a beloved fiſter, deprived me al- 
fo of my only friend, the benevolent 
Marchioneſs, whom I ſaw no more till 
after a tedious ablence of five years, 
when I received my firſt communion, 
and aſked a bleſſing of this mother by 
adoption. 
I remained now under the care of Ma- 
dame Le Clerc, two of whoſe daughters 
quitting the family to purſue their buſt- 
- nels ſeparately, I was obliged to ſupply 
their 
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their abſence, by doing their duty in the 
houſe, in which they had allo inſtructed 


Thou! ch Madame de Boulainviltiers de- 
frayed the charge of my education, I was 
employed, during her abſence, in the bu- 
ſineſs of a ſervant, to wait upon the reſt 
of the children. I fetched water; I rub- 
bed the chairs, made the beds: in thort, 


I did every menial office about the houfe, 


from the age of twelve to fourteen, in the 
difterent occupations of waſhing, Ironing, 
houſekeeping, nurſing, &e. 

This employment, againſt which it was 
uſeleſs to remonſtrate, was but 11] adapted 
to thoſe elevated notions, which reflections 
on my birth had inſpired. Was it a hap- 
pineſs to know that I was deſcended from 


the firſt family in France, yet reduced to 
be a ſervant to people of the very loweſt 


rank, nay, even to ſervants themſelves? 
Was it not painful to reflect, that, with 
theſe aſpiring views derived from my 
birth, which nature had conhderably 
ſtrengthened, and thoſe growing hopes 


hit the kindneſs of Madame Boulain- 


villiers had cheriſhed, all my exertions 


were crippled by the trammels of ſervi- 


tude ?—Why, why was I deſcended rom 
Valois -O! name replete with miſery ! 


from thee I derive my pride, for thee I 


drop my tears, and to thee Lowe my mis- 


fortunes | 


Madame 
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Madame Le Clerc uſed frequently to 
go to Paris, to the Hotel de Boulainvilli- 
ers, as did alſo her eldeſt daughter, to 
viſit the ſervants of the Marchioneſs. 
They ſpoke largely in my favour ; my af- 
fability, and readineſs at work, were like- 


wiſe particularly commended ; though 
they took good care not to mention the 


menial offices in which they had thought 
proper to employ me. 


One of the Marchioneſs's maids, named 


Cicely, who knew very well the good dif- 


poſition and benevolence of her raiftrels, 


was always particularly kind to'me, and 


ſearched the wardrobe for every thing that 


might be proper for a young girl in my 


ſituation, which the fent ei ither by Ma- 
dame Le Clerc or her daughter; this good 


girl adding, „tis for our poor child !” 


Poor child, indeed! She was ſeldom any 


richer for the preſents which were ſent; 


they were applied to a very different pur- 


pole ; they were generally appropriated 
to the uſe of the mother or the daughter. 
At length, knowing how kind Cicely had 


formerly been, and conſcious of never 
having diſobliged her, I knew not to what 
cauſe to attribute her neglect, till ſome 


time aſter Madame Le Clerc's youngeſt 


_ daughter let me into the ſecret. I ſhed. 


ſome tears at this diſcovery, but confolcd 
myſelf with the reflection on my compa- 
rative advantage. Even this, thought I, 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 4? 
with all my hard labour, with all the 
oppreſſion of thoſe who thould protect 
me, is yet better than being cruelly beat, 
and expoſed all night in the Rreet. I re- 
collected my former fituation, and even 
thought myſelf happy, till envious me- 
mory again preſented the dying words of 
my father, © Remember that you are 
Valois !” I reflected that Madame Boulain - 
villiers had obtained from the good rector 
of Boulogne the moſt authentic and fſatil- 
factory credentials of my birth. I even 
wronged my benefactreis, by thinking 
that the had forgot me: it was not to her 
that this imputation of neglect could be 
due, but the man to whom, by the Jaws 
of nature, ſhe was bound to be ſubſer- 
vient, the Marquis de Boulainvilliers. 
I have already hinted that I was ne- 
glected, and the reader will be hereafter 
ſatisfied from what cauſe one of my bene- 
factors, the Marquis de Boulainvilliers, 
became my enemy. This was excced- 
ingly unfortunate, and placed the Mar- 
chioneſs in the moſt diſagreeable ſitua- 
tion; for, however willing ſhe might ap- 
pear ſtill to ſerve me, however fatisficd in 
my own breaſt of the firmneſs of her ge- 
nerous and, benevolent fentiments in my 
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1 favour, I could not hope that ſhe would, 
at the hazard, perhaps, of incurring the 
1 diſpleaſure of a huſband ſhe was bound 
| obey, continue to extend her bounty 


to 


44 THE LIFE OF THE 
to one whom he ſcared would one day be- 
come burthen ſome. 


To recount the numcrous indignitics I 
ſuffered, without any friend to ſympa- 


thize in my afflictions, the menial offices 
and drudgery I was obliged to go through 


during the time of my continuance with 


Madame de Clerc, would but unneceſſa- 
ily tire the patience of my readers. 
Theſe, however, at length became fo in- 
tolerable, that I determined to write a 
Jull account to my old friend Cicely, and 


beg her to acquaint the Marchionels. 
My application ſucceeded ſo well, that 


I was ſoon after conducted by Madame 


Le Clerc to the Hotel de Boulainvillicrs, 


at Paris, from whence I was that ſame 


day carried to the houſe of Mademoiſelle 


La Marche, a perſon in the moſt genteel 
line of buſineſs, and of unexceptionable 


character, who lived very near the hotel, 
and was mantua-maker to the Marchio- 
neſs. To this lady I was articled for three 
years; but the uneaſineſs of mind I con- 
tinually ſuffered, prevented my beſtow- 


ing any great attention to learn the buſi- 
nels. Some of the young women em- 


ployed in the ſame occupation, obſerving 
me always in deep melancholy, kindly 


made uſe of every means in their power 


to conſole me; at the ſame time they 


were prompted by curioſity to hear my 
ſtory, which becoming a topic of public 


converfation 


SOBER 1" 
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converſation amongſt them, induced fome 
ladies to mention me to the Marchioneſs, 


expreſſing their aſtoniſhment that my 


rank and ſituation ſhould ſo materially 


differ.—It is a tribute of gratitude due to 
that worthy lady, hereafter to hint ſome 
of the circumſtances that might operate 
in controuling the exertions of that ge- 


neroſity which would have been unbound- 
ed, if her ability had been equal to her 


benevolence : her diſpoſition was very dif- 


ferent from that of her huſband, whoſe 


liberality did no honour to his title. 


Soon after my being placed with 
Mademoiſelle La Marche, I went to ſee 
the worthy Rector of Boulogne, who in- 
formed me that he had received from 


Fontette ſome papers of confiderable con- 


ſequence reſpecting my anceſtry, which 


he had tranſmitted to Madame de Bou- 


lainvilliers, together with ſome copies of 
the evidence of our title, which my mo- 
ther had fortunately left in his hands. 
Fortunately, did he ſay? Alas! was it 


not theſe very titles which, amidſt my 
drudgery, brought to recollection the 
blood of Valois, which firſt introduced 
me to perſons of diſtinction, and finally 


terminated in my ruin? Had it not been 
tor this title, my life had glided away in 


quict obſcurity. I might, indeed, have 


been poor; but then I ſhould at leaſt 
have been contented, 


About | 
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About a week after my return from 


Boulogne, I was ſent for by the Marchio- 
neſs, and remember the ſervant ſaid to 
me, © Mademoiſelle Valois, you will not, 
1 believe, continue long in your preſent 
Htuation; for there are many people of 
diſtinction ſpeaking of your birth, and 


making many enquiries about you, at 


our hotel.“ On my arrival, the Marchio— 
neſs, who always received me with great 
cordiality, preſented me to the company, 
whoſe countenances ſcemed to exprets 
concern. They put many queſtions to 


me about my father, particularly aiking 


me if I recollected him perfectly. I gave 
them a full account of every thing, 
dwelling emphatically on his death, and 
dying words. which were too ſtrongly im- 
prefled on my memory ever to be forgot- 


ten. Appearing to participate in my 


_ affliction, they recommended patience to 


me, and that all would ſoon be well. 


„Alas!“ replied I, in a prophetic whiſper, 
„ that time will, I fear, never arrive.“ 
When I took my leave, the company, 
with the utmoſt politeneſs and ceremony, 

conducted me to the ſtairs. After recety- 
ing all theſe honours from perſons of ſuch 

diſtinction, and treated as the deſcendant _ 
of a king, I could very ill brook the idea 
of returning to the ſervile ſtation of a 


mantua-maker's 5 apprentice. 


I have 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOT TE. 47 
I have before mentioned that Made- 


moiſelle La Marche was a mantua-maker 
of the brit reputation, and her buſineſs 


very extenſive, the hurry of which was 
by no means adapted to a perſon in my 
condition. Reflections on my fituation 


added to the fatigue of late hours, ſo 
preyed both on my body and mind, that 


I was attacked with ſymptoms of a putrid 
fever, in conſequence of which I was re- 


moved to the Hotel de Boulainvilliers, 
where I had a very elegant apartment al- 
lotted me, directly over that of the Mar- 


quis. I continued ill for fix weeks, and 


was juſt able to walk about, when, be- 
fore I was perfectly recovered, I was again 
ſent back to Mademoiſelle La Ma: che, 5 
who was at that time attacked by the 
ſame diforder. 


Te Marchioneſs then commiſſioned 
her maid to look out for another lituation, 
which being found almoit as ſoon as in— 


quired tor, I was placed with one Madame 
de Bouffol, in the Fauxbourgs de St. Ger- 


main, at the rate of 200 livres per an- 


num (eight guineas and a half).—This fi- 
tuation was worſe than the former; her 
-bukneſs was ſtill more extenhve than Miſs 


La Marche's, conſequently occaſioned 


later hours, which, added to my bad ſtate 


of health when removed, ſoon brought on 


a relapſe, and I was again conveyed to 
| the Hotel de Boulainvilliers S, where I had 


the 
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48 THE LIPE OF THE 
the ſame apartment allotted me as for- 
merly. 

My diſorder now became ſo ſerious and 
alarming, that two nurſes were appoint- 
ed to attend me; who having obſerved, 
from the involuntary expreſſions which 
fell from me during repeated fits of deliri- 
um, that my illneſs proceeded from unea- 
ſineſs of mind, tried every method to con- 
ſole me. The malady had now conti- 
nued four months, and I was reduced to a 
perfect ſpectacle of wretchedneſs ; when, 
on Madame de Bouſlol's intimating that 
ſhe could no longer be without an aſſiſtant 
in her buſineſs, I was carried back to my 
miſtreſs, where I continued fo very weak, 
that I frequently fainted over my work. 
Theſe circumſtances are related merely 
as a narrative of ſutterings, which as a 
ſriend to truth, and in the hiſtory of my 
lite, ought not to be omitted. Let not 
Madame de Boullol be cenſured : the be- 
haved as kindly to me as her ſituation and 
circumſtances would permit; for the fame 
money ſhe paid me, an allſtant might 
have been procured that would have an- 
ſwered her purpoſe infinitely better. Was 
the Marchioneſs to. blame ? Let me, as a 
ſacrifice to gratitude, blot the guilty page 
that dares even to ſuggeſt ſuch an inter- 
rogation. Who then was the caule? 1 
will aniwer in vindication of that more 
than parent; I will reply, with the ener- 


ey 


W 


N 


to uſe. 
rable than any : 
of an ancient family, whoſe anceſtor: 


COUNTESS DE LA MOT TE. AG 


g of truth, though dignificd by an union 


with a lady whoſe very name is her panc- 
gyric, the Marquis de Boulainvilliers was 


the cauſe of my ſufferings. 


Madame de Bouſſol finding me of no 


ſervice, and withing to part with me, I 


again changed my fituation ; but I con- 
ſtantly changed tor the worſe, and was 
now ſent to be ſervant to a woman who 
had formerly waited upon the Marchi— 
oneſs de Narbonne, and now lived upon 


a legacy which that lady bequeathed her. 
Here I was not only obliged to arudge 
through the hardeſt menial offices, put 


compelled to carry water from the bottom 
of a houſe four ſtories high, to prepare a 
bath which her indiſpoßition obliged her 

This was a htuation more intolc- 
the unhappy defecndant 


had graced the firſt offices about the 
throne, nay, filled the throne itfelf, was 
now reduced to the fituation of jervart 72 
a fervant /—] will not endeayour to ac: 

{cribe my reflections upon this occaiton : 


thoſe who experience the cxcrtions of #3 


noble ſpirit, ſtriving to oppoſe a torres 
of exlgencies, will feel, more emphati- 
cally than 1 can exprefs, that ben age ot 
the mind, and thoſe afſlictions of the hear t, 
nicparable from a ſituation where pri cle 
and poverty are in a con tinual zug 
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This woman, either being recovered 
irom her illncſs, or finding another girl 
whom hc thought more capable of ſuch 


labour, Ire mained ſome time unem ploy- 


4, Jas ſent to Madame Coulon, ſiſter 
to the Marchionefs's houſckeeper, who 


{1pported herſelf by taking in plain work. 


It was imagined I could be of fome afſiſt- 
ance, and was accordingly engaged at 
twelve tous per day, from which I could 


 attord myſelf but a miſerable ſuſtenance; 


this, added to the de{ponding itate of my 
mind, foon brought on a return of my. 
former malady, and occaſioned my re- 
moval once more to the Hotel de Bou- 


tainvilliers, where ſome dangerous ſymp- 


toms aypcaring, it was the opinion of the 
phytcians that my recovery was very 
douhtful, if not almoſt impoſhble: the 
{trength of my conſtitution, however, 
vrevaiied, and bore me from the very 
gates of death, to experience viciſhtudes, 
compared to which death would have been 
nappincſs. 

As ſoon as my health was ſufficiently 
rc-eſtabliſhied, I was again ſct to work at 
my former profeſſion of a mantua- maker, 
in the exerciſe, of which I had been but a 
mort time, when a circumſtance occurred 
that occaſioned a conſiderable alteration 
in my affairs: this was the arrival of my 
brother, who, having received the rudi- 


ments of his education under Monſ. Le 


Clerc, 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 71% 
Clerc, huſband to our governeſs, had 
been ſent to ſea.—But before I proceed 


in my narration, it will be nccellary to 
explain many things which muſt hitherto 


have appeared myſterious. 


It is by no means a pleaſing taſk, to 


ſpeak of the miſconduct of one who ought 
to have been a protector, a guardian, and 


a parent—one who availed himſelf of 
theſe relations to diſguiſe his real dilpo- 
ſition, and fully that virtue which cvery 


man, in ſuch a fituation, ſhould detend 
and protect. Are my animadverhons too 


ſevere? Let it be remembered, that I am 


not ſpcaking the language of reſentment, 
but of truth; truth, which I have bound 


myſelf moſt ſtrictly to adhere to; truth, 


which it is at once my duty and intereſt 


to reveal.—It is a tribute of gratitude due 
to the worthy Marchioneſs, to whom J 
am deeply indebted, to uſe the language 


of accuſation, leaving the reader to judge, 


from the facts ] ſhall relate, w ee: I am 
n0t ſufficiently warranted in Pointing out 
the Marquis de Boulainvillicrs as the cauſe 
of my unhappineſs. 


When I leit ſchool, at the age of four- 


teen years, I had nearly attained my full 


ſtature; but, as it would ill become me 
to pronounce a panegyrie on myfelf, 1 


ſhall paſs over thoſe encomiums on my 


perſon, probably _ dictated by flattery, 
which were ſuppoſed by its inſinvating 
4: poflcfors 
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—oiſellors to be moſt acceptable to my va- 
nity, and, of courſe, to the promotion of 
their reſpective intercſts. Suffice it to 
obſerve, that my qualifications, however 
fe nder in reality, were ſufficient to cxcite 

: diſhonourable attention in the Marguis, 
who began his inſidious machinations by 
commendations, accompanied with ſome 
of thoſe little pretents he thought belt 
calculated to huſh ſuſpicion in the heart 
he intended to ſurprize; and the ad- 
vances he made were covered with ſo 
much art, that it was impothble for me 
to perceive his deſign at firſt, innocently 
imagining I was receiving tokens of kind- 
nets from a parent, for whoſe liberality 
Tay heart overflowed with gratitude. 

The Marquis but too plainly obſerving 
the effect his attention had upon my 
mind, while I imagined it ſprung from 
difntercited motives, thought it the moit 
favourable opportunity of cnercaling my 
obligations to him, and fecuring my 
eſteem, by heaping a varicty of thoſe 
little preſonts, which could not fail of 
proving agrecable to a young girl juſt 
© mancipated from the duties of a board- 
ing-ſchool. But could I for a moment 
have ſuſpected that theſe gifts were deſtin- 
ed to be the price of my honour, although 
diſguiſed under the appearance of paren- 
tal beneficence, I would have ſpurned thc 
guilty Pielents with all the dignity of in- 
tulted 
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ſulted virtue; but 1 was yet unacquainted 


with the treacher y of human nature, nor 


verſed in the arts of thoſe who ſmilc but | 
to betray. 


It may not be unneceffar y flightly to 


hint, that from the cuſtoms of the two 


countries, and the different mode of edu- 
cation, girls at the age of fourteen, in 
England, know much more of life than 


the French women at twenty, the Jatter 


being cloſely confined either at home or 
in convents, till marriage, which they 
cannot contract without conſent of their 


parents, till twenty-fve years of age. 


My own natural f{implicity, added to 


the circumſtance of the Marquis being 


huſband to a lady whom I looked upon 
as more than a mother, ſo completely 


filled my breaſt with admiration for his 
character, that I did not perceive the real 
motive which actuated him, till he con- 


vinced me, by his conduct, that his in- 
tentions were diſhonorable, and the very 


reverſe of thoſe which had induced his 
worthy lady to patronize me. 
Il! proceed to the relation of ſome of 
thoſe facts which firſt occafioned my ſul- 
picions, leaving the reader to judge be- 


tween us, whether they are ſufficiently 


warranted; juſt previoufly hinting, that 


his conduct was at firſt ſo artful, as even 


to elude the penetration of the Marchio- 


neſs herſelf. 
| Being 


= 


4 THE LIFE OF TEE : 


Being one day at his houſe, he w iſhed 4 
he ſaid, to ipcak to me reſpecting ſome WM 
articles of apparel which he intended to MF 
give me, and appointed me to meet him 
1 few days afterwards, in the garden, at 
i particular hour, when I ſhould find the 
zate open. I obeyed his commands: we 
met accordingly, and he took me into a 
room where: nothing could be ſeen from 
the houſe. As I had ever becn taught to 
reſpect him as a father, this privacy made 
me conjecture he was angry with me, and 
meant to reprimand me for lome fault. 

Perceivi ing my tears, he gave me fix livres, 
poke very kindly, and told me not to be 
alarmed; yet he appeared a good deal 
_ tlurried, often running to and from the 
gate, as if fearful of ſomebody's coming. 
He then kiſſed me, deſiring me to make 
no noiſe, leſt the Marchioneſs ſhould hear: 
* And be ſure” ſaid he very earneſtly, 
that you dont lay a ſyllable to Cicely, 
and the other maids, concerning what I 
have given you; they will only endea- 
vour to get it from you! Come and ice 
me often, and I will be very goodto you ; 
but be particularly careful that you don't 

tay a word to any one !'—Theſe ſtrict in- 
junctions of ſecrecy appeared to me rather 
ſtrange.—“ Come often, my dear girl! I 
ſhall always be glad to ſee you! Be diſ- 
_creet ! Next Monday I ſhall ſend Julia to 
teteh you: 1 mean to prevent yau with 
ſome 
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fome cloaths, for Madame Boulainvilli- 


ers, . fear, does not take proper care ol 


you! He then particularly queſtioned me 
reſpecting what cloaths I had, which I 


told him were all new.—“ Tl] take care, 
continued he, © that you ſhall have every 


thing proper; and when you bring any 
thing to the Marchioneſs, mind and come 
up the little ſtair- caſe, as if you were go- 


ing to ſee Cicely, and I will meet you, 


and give you ſomething for yourſelf! — 


On this ſtair-caſe was a door, leading to 
his private apartnent. 

The Monday following I was ſent ſor, 

as he promiſed. The ſervant directed mo 
to Madame de Boulanvilliers's apartment, 
who received rae that morning with par- 


ticular affability. “ You mult thank the 
Marquis,“ exclaimed the. © He is going 


to make you a preſent of ſome cloaths.” 
I immediately accompanied the ſervant 
to his apartment, where I found him with 


ſome pieces of blk and chintz. Aﬀer 
looking over ſeveral patterns, he ſent the 
maid with one to the Marchioneſs for her 


opinion, at the ſame time deſiring me to 
ſtay with him. © Here's a beautiful 


chintz,” ſaid he, © my dear! I'm ſure 


this will pleaſe you !” "He then ſqueezed 
my hand, and kiſſed me, ſaying he would 


be very kind to me, if I would come and 
viſit him often; at the lame time giving 


me 
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ne money, and cautioning me to be ture 
not to tell any body. 
When julia returned, we left the apart- 
ment together, but he gave me no cloaths. 
Tt haſtened to Mifs La Marche, anxious 
to make her acquainted with the Mar- 
quis's bounty, from whom JI had now, at 
digcrent ti mes, received about the amount 
ola Louis. That lady thought, like my- 
ſelt, that theſe gifts were but merely to- 
dens of patcrnal affection, ſhe therefore 
ſaid nothing about it then; but the next 
clay, when ſhe went to the Hotcl de Boul- 
ainvilliers, mentioned to the maids, how 
odd generous the Marquis had been to 
At length it very naturally, conſ1- 
fins the channel it had got into, came 
to the ears of the Marchioneſs. Ne 
Madame de Boulainvilliers, a little 5 
gr 1ned, and willing to receive intelligence 
from its proper ſource, inſtantly dif- 
patched her ſervant in queſt of me. 
When I arrived, ſhe received me with 
an air of diſpleaſure to which 1 had 
been unaccuſtomed. I was not conſcious 
of any fault, yet I thought I muſt have 
done fomething wrong, or there would 
not have been ſuch a change in my wor- 
thy benefactreſs. © How 1s it, Made- 
moiſelle,” interrogated the, in the accent 
of reproof; © how is it, that you give 
your confidence to Miſs La Marche, in 
preference to me, and my maid, who has 
been 
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been ſo kind to you?“ I tremblingly re- 
plied, that the Marquis had forbid me to 
mention it. © But, Madame,” rejoined 
ſhe, if the Marquis has deſired you to 
conceal it from me, he has given the ſame 
injunction with reſpect to Mils La 
Marche! Why is ſhe entitled to your 
confidence, in preference to your mo- 
ther? Why are the ſervants intruſted with 
your ſecrets? do they act the part ofa 
mother? is it they who procure every 
thing for you? I am not pleaſed. with 
ou! 
f Unable to ſuſtain this chiding, I burſt 
into tears, when the Marchioneſs, ob- 
ſerving how much I was affected, ſoft- 
ened her tone, and ſpoke to me more 
Kindly. She defired me to dry my tears, 
and relate to her all the circumſtances. I. 
had mentioned to Miſs La Marche. 
I obeyed, and very ingenuouſly recited. 
every circumſtance which pailed between 
the Marquis and myſelf: our private in- 
terview in the garden, his conduct, Pre- 
ſents, and injunctions to ſecrecy. 

The Marchioneſs heard me attentively, 
without the leaſt apparent agitation. She 
proved herſelf a woman of ſenſe, and 
acted with the higheſt degree of pru- 

denee. 

When I had finiſhed my narration, ſhe 
*ſent me away with a maternal admoni- 
tion, and aflurance of her favor. „ Very 


D 5 well, 
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well, my good girl! Be always virtuous, 
and God your tather will certainly reward 
you! * | 
Soon after this circumſtance, I was at- 


tacked with my firſt diſorder, and was 


three days ill before it was determined 
between Monſieur and Madame de Boul- 
ainvilliers, whether I ſhould reſide at the 
Hotel; the worthy Marchioneſs not wiſh- 
ing to expoſe my youth and innocence to 
ſuch temptations as the Marquis, avail- 
ing himſelf of his ſtation and circum- 
ſtances, perhaps might offer. It was 


therefore in agitation to ſend me to the 
Hoſpital ; a propoſition which would have 
been rejected with difdain by my worthy. 


mother, had it not bcen that ſhe felt her 


benevolent efforts crippled by the narrow 
pittance allowed her by the Marquis, 
though ſhe had herſelf raiſed him to af- 


fluence by her fortune, and aggrandized 
him by her title. She was reduced to a 
dilemma, which to a woman of her ſen— 


fibility was..extremely diſtreſſing, either 


to abandon totally the favoured object of 


her protection to the poor accommodati- 


ons of an Hoſpital, or ſend me to the Ho- 
tel, where I ſhould be expoſed to the 
power of temptation. Her benevolence, 
my ſituation not permitting delay, in- 


fluenced her in favour of the latter. The 


room I have before mentioned was the 
only e e for my reception; 


that 
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that apartment was accordingly prepared, 


and, in a very languid condition, I be- 


came its poſſeflor. 


The Marchioneſs, thoroughly acquaint- 


ed with the diſpoſition of her huſband, 
was but too well ſatisfied of the deſign he 
had formed; and fully perſuaded he 
would carry it into execution, whenever 
time and opportunity ſhould concur to 


favour his wiſhes, ſhe determined to coun- 


teract him, and judging it would be the 
moſt prudent method to confine the ſecret 
to her own breaſt, ſhe never dropped the 
leaſt hint, nor ever appeared uncaſy in 
his preſence, truſting to the ſucceſs of a 
plan ſhe had in agitation, of removing 
me beyond his reach, ſo ſoon as I might 
be able to bear the fatigue of an applica- 
tion to buſineſs. 

Notwithſtanding the vigilance of the 
Marchioneſs, who had taken every pre- 
caution to prevent his viſiting me (lo fer- 


tile is the imagination of the bad man in 


expedients to accompliſh his purpole) the 
Marquis ſaw me frequently, and appa- 
rently with the greateſt concern. He at- 


ſumed all the tenderneſs of paternal re- 


gard, and gave particular orders that J 
thould be attended with the greateſt care; 


nay, even that my wants ſhould be anti- 


eipated. 
5 During theſe viſits, he would ſometimes 
teat himſelf by my bed-hde, making the 


molt 
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molt anxious enquiries reſpecting the 
ſymptoms. of my diſorder, and where it 
affected me moſt : he would occaſionally 
feel my pulſe, my temples, and my ſto- 
mach, under pretence of forming ſome 
judgment as to the nature of my com- 
plaint. Although I deemed this conduct 
very indehicate, yet, under the fpecious 
Pretence that he diſguiſed it, it would 
have appeared unreaſonable to remon- 
ſtrate: 
5 worthy lady, whoſe cb on this 
occaſion I can never enough admire, find- | 
ing it altogether impoſhble to prevent the 
Marquis from feeing me, while I re- 
mained in a houſe ſubject to his unlimited 
controul, determined I ſhould quit it, and 
try ſome occupation, till ſhe was able to 
_ aſcertain whether there might be any pro- 
bability of the ſucceſs of her application 
to have me acknowledged at court; or, 
what is perhaps more probable, that the 
judged it beſt, at this juncture, rather to 
depreſs than elevate thoſe notions which 
brighter fortune would not fail to in- 
ſpire. 
Happy in every opportunity of doing 


5 juſtice to the benevolent kindneſs of my 


good mother, I with pleaſure mention 
the following circumſtance, which de- 
ſerves to he recorded for the honor of hu- 
man nature: — The Marchioneſs private- 
1y Tupported w_ brother and 18 
Wit 
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with. the pin-money ſettled on her by the 


Marquis; a ſum not only inadequate to 


her munificence, to which millions would 
have been unequal, but very mcompa- 


tible with her rank, and the fortune of 


which the was pollcfied. 
It was the intention of the Marchio- 


neſs to have provided me with lodgings 
during my illneſs, that I might be freed 


from the ſolicitations of her huſband, but 
ſhe was prevented from fulfilling her kind 
intentions by the cauſe which has been 


already affigned ; and it was doubtleſs for 
the ſame reaſon ſhe often expreſſed her 


uneafineſs, that it was not in her power 
to give me an education ſuitable to the 


rank ſhe hoped 1 might: one day be found 


worthy to fill. 


It will pollibly be carbs, that the 
circumſtances I have bd are not 


ſufficient to prove that the Marquis had 


any evil deſigns, and that I accuſe him 
beyond the meaſure of the offence. With 


reſpect to the firſt, I ſhall anſwer by re- 


lating hereafter a circumſtance in which 
his conduct was no longer equivocal. I 
thall reply to the latter, my love of truth, 
and my regard to virtue, the one con- 
vincing me that I ſhould conceal nothing, 
and the other that I ſhould point out to 


its votaries thoſe who would exert every 


means in their power to deſtroy it it. 


About 
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About this period there appeared figns 
of a convaleſcence, and the apprehen- 


ſions of my friends had nearly ſubſided, 
when the Marchioneſs received from the 


marine miniſter intelligence of my bro- 
ther's arrival; conſequently ſhe prepared 


for his reception, by collecting together 


all the documents that could throw a 


light upon the antiquity of his deſcent, 


and introduce him to the Royal favour 
as the Baron de Valois. 


The Marchioneſs had formidable ob- 
ſtacles to oppoſe her generous intentions. 


It was feared the king would reluctanly 


acknowledge my brother's claim to this 
title, as 1ts appendages had been long en- 
joyed by the Duke de Chartres, which in- 
duced Madam de Boulainvilliers to avail 


herſelf of all the intereſt ſhe could make. 


at court, and every evidence that might 
fubſtantiate our claim. 

Although every thing was now ready, 
: and we could adduce the molt clear and ir- 


refragable proofs oi our deſcent, all was 
conducted with the utmoſt ſecreſy, the 
Marchioneſs wiſely foreſceing that the ſud- 
den appearance of my brother's pretenſi- 


ons, backed by the influence of powerful 
friends near the Royal perfon, would 


prevail againit the objections of thoſe. 
who were intcreftel to ſecure poſſeſſions 
they enjoyed, not from hereditary, but 


merely poſſeſſory oe 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 63 
At this juncture another circumſtance 
occurred to further the intentions of the 
 Marchioneſs, and reflected the higheſt 
credit on my brother, and thoſe who be- 
friended him. 
During. the time of his abſence, his con- 
duct recommended him to the notice of 
the Marquis de Chabert, the admiral 
_ under whom he failed, who obſerving his 
aſſiduity in the ſervice, was induced to 
make ſome enquiries reſpecting his birth. 
This worthy officer received ſuch ſatiſ- 
factory proofs of what had been already 
aſſerted to him, that he cauſed a genea- 
logical memorial to be prepared, ſtating 
my brother's pretenſiops to the name of 
Valois, which he tranſmitted to his couſin, 
Monſier D'Ozier de Serigny, judge at arms 
of the nobility of France, to receive the 
ſanction of his authority. 
Our affairs thus wearing ſo ab 
an aſpect, and every arrangement com- 
pleted that the head could dictate, the 
Marchioneſs prepared herſelf a feaſt for 
the heart. She concealed her knowledge 
of my brother's return, that ſhe might en- 
joy thoſe pleaſing and virtuous emotions, 
which ſenſibility participates in the meet- 
ing of two perſons, fo near in blood, ſo 
dear in friendſhip, and teparated by ſo 
tedious an abſence. 
The day preceding his arrival, and 
that on which he was e a ſervant 
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was diſpatched to the mantua-maker's, 


with orders for me to dreſs myſelf, and 


immediately repair to the hotel. 


A little diſconcerted at this {ſudden 


ſummons, and naturally timid in my 
diſpoſition, I began to fear I had done 
fomething amiſs; but the affable man- 
ner in which the Marchioneſs received 


me, baniſhed my apprehenhons, and left 


no other impreſſion than a grateful fenſe 
of her condeſcenſion, heightened by ſur- 


prize, when. ſhe defired me to ſtay and 
dine. Never before having had that ho- 
nour, and totally ignorant of the cauſe 


to which I was indebted for it on the pre- 


ſent occaſion, I was involved in a ftate 


of anxious ſuſpence, from which I natu- 
rally expected to be relieved by the Mar- 
chioneſs, m communicating the purport 
of this freſh inſtance of her benevolence. 
There was at dinner a company of 
twelve perſons, moſtly ſtrangers, who 


ſeemed to regard me with particular at- 


tention, and were pleaſed to compliment 
me on the caly manner in which I con- 


ducted myſelf: in my reply to which 1 


took Ooccaſion to re mark, that I owed eve- 
ry thing to the bounty of the Marchi- 


oneſs, whoſe foſtering regard had attend- 


ed me from childhood. 


From the many encomiums they were 
pleaſed to paſs on me, the converſation | 


turned upon my brother, when the Mar- 
: chioneſs 
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chioneſs aſked me if I did not with to ſee 


him ; adding, that ſhe had ſeen a perſon. 


of his acquaintance, charged with a com- 


miſſion from him, whom the expected 


very foon. 
There appeared to me ſomething my1- 
terious in this interrogatory and declara- 


tion of the Marchioneſs, which Iin vain _ 


laboured to develope. The attention of 
the company, and their converſation re- 
ſpecting my brother, were circumſtances 
at which I could not remain unconcern- 
cd, and that imprefled my imagination 


with a belief there was ſome cxtraordi- 


nary proceeding about to be introduced, 
with the knowledge of which, however, 
my impatient curiohty was not gratified 
for that day. 


About eight o'clock the following even- 


ing, being again ſent for, I was intro- 
duced to the Marchioneſs's apartment. 


She was accompanied by her youngeſt. 


daughter, Madame de Tonneres, the 


Marchioneſs de Chabert, another lady, 


and a young man. 

Madame de r affer ſome 
kind enquiries concerning my health, &c. 
added, that ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould always 


have the pleaſure of ſeeing me as well as 
I then appeared to be. Nothing could 


be farther from my thoughts than that the 


perſon preſent was my brother. He ſaid 


nothing, till the Marchioneſs having firſt 
addrefled 
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addreſſed him, he anfwered in ſuch a 
hoarſe ſonorous voice, that, obſerving him 
very attentively, I could not help ex- 
claiming inwardly, * Where, and for 
what purpoſe, can Madame de Boulain- 
villiers have picked up ſo uncoutha man?” 
He wore, inſtead of a cravat, a red filk 
handkerchief, and a very old coarſe great 
coat ; the reſt of his dreſs conformable. 


The Marchionefs, obſerving my ſurprize, 


and ſceing how attentivelyT ſurveyed him, 
faid to me, © This gentleman, my dear, 
has ſeen your brother!“ 


At this moment an unaccountable ſen- 


ſation took poſſeſſion of my boſom, and 
awakened all that ſympathy which the 


children of the ſame parent naturally feel 


for each other. I imagined I ſaw ſome 


features in his face Which were once fa- 
miliar. © But ſurely,“ thought I to my- 


ſelf, © this can never be him My bro- 
| ther was more delicate, more handſome; 
this man is too coarſe! p? 


Wiſhing to be relieved from my doubts, 
I began to put ſome queſtions, and aſked 
if my brother was grown tall? Unable to 


conceal himſelf any longer, he flew into 
my arms, and embraced me. I ſhrieked 
aloud in the mingled tone of joy and fur- 
prize, © Behold;” exclaimed: he, be- 
hold, my dear ſiſter, that brother whom 
our honoured mother has cheriſhed, and 


brought here at a great expence ” The 


{pectators 
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Ipectators of this tender interview were 
not unconcerned ; every countenance was 
expreſſive of the pleaſure they enjoyed, 
and my brother and myſelt were the ob- 
jects of their attention.ä—“ Yes, my dear 
children,” exclaimed the Marchionels, 
embracing us, “ I will ever give you 
proofs of my affection ! nor is it potlible 
to deſcribe what I feel on the preſent oc- 

caſion.“ 

48006 cleven o'clock I was conducted 
back to my former habitation. My re- 
flections upon this were by no means 
pleaſing ; but my joy at ſeeing my bro- 
ther, and the hope he inſpired me with in 
a parting whiſper, was at once food for 

my curioſity, and alleviated thoſe ſenſa- 
tions which would otherwiſe have been 
inſupportable. “ All is ready, my dear 
filter ! all is ready to make us known! 
But don't mention it to any one!“ Igno- 
rant of what was in agitation, I thought 
it extremely ſingular— All is in readt- 
neſs to make us known.” - What can this 
mean, thought I? and to what purpoſe is 
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my brother ſent for at ſo great an eXpence? . 
S and why 1s every thing ſo very ſecret ?— {| | 
G A thouſand conjectures crouded upon my * 
f mind, and that night depriv ed me of 1 
lep. 


The next morning my brother came to =! 
Tee me, ſpoke with the greateſt tender- 
nels, and bid me make myſelf eaſy, en- 


eouraßing 
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couraging me to hope for a favoutable 
alteration in my circumſtances. He now 


appeared in a very different drefs, habit- 


ed at all points like a gentleman, and 6 
to be preſented, as it was then intended 


he ſhould be, to Monſieur Maurepas and 


the other miniſters, and afterwards at 
court. | 


My brother renewed his viſits to me 


every day, for about a week, and the Sa- 


turday following ſet off for Verſailles, | 


with the Marquis de Boulainvilliers. 


With reluctance I feel myſelf reduced 
to the neceſſity of entering more fully in- 


to the character of the Marquis, having 


pledged myſelf to prove ſatisfactorily his 


nefarious deſigns, leſt I ſhould be cenſur- 
ed for aſſertion without proof: in vindica- 


tion of myſelf, therefore, Iam neceſſitat- 


ed to declare the truth. 1 
About a mother after the arrival of my 


brother, I was removed to the Hotel de 
Boulainvilliers. The ſame apartment in 


which J had formerly flept was afiigned 


me, and a little girl appointed to attend 
upon me, in conſequence of a ſevere ill- 


nefs. 
During my refidence at the Hotel, the 
Marquis embraced every opportunity of 


rendering himſelf agreeable. Ignorant at 


that early period, my heart, a {tranger to 


love, felt but the emotions of gratitude 


for parental bounty and affection. | 
5s Such 
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Such were my ſenſations when he made 
his firſt advances. I Knew that the Mar- 
chioneſs took every precaution to prevent 
his being alone with me, but my Cycs 
were not open to his deligns. Was it 


{range that J ſhould not be able to detect 


his dillimulation? 
His intentions indeed required diſguiſe, 


and he tried every art of ſeduction to win 
me to his purpoſe. Eternal ſpirit, who 


pretideit over virtue, let the voice of la- 
mentation be loſt in cjaculations of grati- 


tude ! Thy arm indeed has lcourged me, 

but thy arm has protected my innocence ! 
During the time of my indiſpofition, 1 

ſometimes ſent my little girl tor confecti- 


onary, or whatever elſe might tempt my 
ſiekly appetite; and frequently the Mar- 


quis met her on the ſtairs, and enquired | 
what ſhe wanted, On being informed, he 


would ſay, © No; that is not good for her 
complaint.“ The girl, intimidated by his 
anſwers, concealed this circumſtance. 
and, influenced by the tears ſhe was under 
from the Marquis, would return to me 
with exculcs, that the cook was gone out, 
and that there was nobody to give her 
what ſhe wanted. f 
Soon after the Marquis, who generally 
paid me one or two viſits every day, would 
himfelf cometo my chamber, and aſſum- 
ing the appearance of PATENTS) tolicitude, 
artfully enquired if I had taken any thing 


that 
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that day. Upon being anſwered in the 
negative, he would exclaim, in a very 
_ earneſt manner, © But, my dear child, 
you certainly ſhould !“ I have ſent my 
ſervant,“ replied I; © but there is no 
body at home to 5 Ye any thing.“ 
« I will go myſelf to the kitchen, and 
order it,” he would anſwer, in a manner 
ex preſſive of the moſt officious concern. 
Through theſe little offices, he expect- 
ed to work upon my gratitude. He varied 
his manoeuvres, and attempted to win 
over my vanity to his intereſt. 
He ſoon afterwards ſhewn me two Pieccs 
of beautiful blue. and roſe- coloured filk, 
as I palled to make enquiries, and pay 
my reſpects to the Marchionefs ; but not 
finding his hopes likely to ſuccced, the 
ſight of theſe filks was the only gratifca- 
tion I received. . 
He at length, however, determined to 
put me to the fſevereſt teſt, and finding 
his machinations hitherto ineffectual, he 
thought to crown all by a cup d eclat, and 
actually ſent me one day, by his valet de 
chambre, an clegant repeating watch ſet 
with diamonds, worth at leaſt 150 louis. 
On receiving it, I ran to the apartment 
of the Marchionels. and, communicating 
to her that the Marquis had ſent it me, 
ſhewed her my fine watch. Whatever 
her thoughts might have been, ſhe appear - 
ed pleaſed with this mark of her huſband's 
attention ; 
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attention; but ! thought ſo valuable a 
preſent did not appear very agreeable to 
Mademoiſelle de Paſſy, the Marchioneſs's 
youngeſt daughter, who remarked, that 
my influence was greater with the Mar- 
quis than either her's or her ſiſter's, their 
father never having given them a watch 
of more than fix or eight louis value ;— 


they all, however, complimented me on 


the occaſion. Nevertheleſs, during the 
time this watch was in my poſlleſhon, I 
thou ght experienced a degree of cold- 
neſs bo which I had been unaccuſtomed 


in that family. I conjectured I read this 


in their - countenances : W hat- tollowed 
convinced mel was right. 


The ſequel of my narrative will ſaflici- 


ently prove by what motives the Marquis 


vas actuated, whoſe years and fituation 
might have taught him better. He ima— 
gincd fo magnificent a preſent would 
tazzle the eyes of a youthful female, and 
entice her from the path of honour, to 
experience all the horrors of ſelt- reproach. 
ing conſcience; but thoſe good angels, 
who conſtantly hover round, ready to 
protect diltretled virtue, whiſpered” my 
heart, and ſtceled it againſt temptation. 
Without any hope of obtaining his 
ends by flattery or preſents, he relolved 
to make another effort; an effort which re- 
quires no comment, and will render any. 
 Upology for the apparent ſeverity of my 
tormer acculation, L hope, unnecellary. 


Upon 
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Upon the ſecure and quiet hours of 
fleep, in defiance of thoſe laws of hoſpi- 
tality which even ſavages hold ſacred, he 
made his laſt attempt; and the obſtinate 
reſiſtance he met with cannot fail of ſub- 
ſtantiating my innocence, at the very 
moment that it points out his guilt. 
Night, the ſeaſon beſt adapted for the 
execution of ſo black a deſign, was choſen 
by this violator of all the laws of huma- 
nity and hoſpitality, for the completion 
ol his long-intended purpoſe. Detpairing | 
of ever being able to gain his point by 
Hattery or preſents, he had recourſe to an 
expedient, which muſt draw on him the 
ſevcreſt cenſure of the good and virtuous, 
and was effected through the means of a 
power he certainly polleifed, of having free 
accets throughout his own houſc, in which, 
under his protection, I was then reſident. 
This appeared to have been a determin- 
ed ſtep on the part of the Marquis, who 
had uſed the utmoit precaution in remov- 
ing every obſtacle to the execution of his 
project: he appruached in darkneſs, ex- 
cept what little aftiftance he derived from 
the ſaint glimmerings of an halt-extin- 
guiſhed lamp, and with the leaſt poſſible 
noiſe removed a commode, which had 
been placed againft the ſervants chamber- 
door to prevent any perſon from paſting. 
and with the moſt fearſul caution directed 
his ſteps towards my apartment, where, 
| at ter 


* I have already deſcribed in his hand, and 
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after imploring the protection of heaven, 
1 had reigned myſelf to repoſe. _ 
Starting ſuddenly from my ſleep, on 
hearing a noiſe in my bed-chamber, to 
my terror and aſtoniſhment I beheld the 
Marquis de Boulainvilliers, with the lamp 


in his night-gown and flippers. All the 
* kindneſs he had pretended, all the pre- 
ſents he had beſtowed, appeared at once 
diſhmulation and treachery ; and, reco- 
vering from the ſurprizc which ſo extraor- 
dinary an event had naturally plunged 
me in, anger and reſentment took place 
of gratitude and eſteem, and I determin- 
ed, be the conſequence what 1 It would, to 
defeat his villainy. 

Perceiving the agitation of my ſpirits, 
he in a ſoothing voice begged me not to 
be alarmed ; he promiſed, expoſtulated, 
and threatened, with equal ſucceſs. Deaf 
to his intreaties, I ſummoned reſolution 
to tell him, in a ſpirited tone, that if he 
did not inſtantly quit the chamber, I 
would, by my cries, alarm the family. By 
This menace had its dchred effect. W 
Guilt and cowardice are generally con- Ii 

comitant ; the latter operated in my fact. 
vor. Fearful that I ſhould make the 1 

Marchioneſs acquainted with his conduct, 1 

he departed, muttering curſes upon my 
obſtinacy, and ſaying I ſhould yet feel 
his Vengeance. 

"FOE: L E From 
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From this moment, malice and revenge 
occupied the place of kind offices, pre- 
ſents, &c. and influenced his future con- 
duct. Eager to ſeize every opportunity 
of doing me an injury, he {ti]] wore that 
air of diſhmulation which he well knew 


| how to practiſe, and while he appeared 


publicly anxious for my welfare, he ſe- 
cretly plotted my ruin. 
But a ſhort time had elapſed, before 


the ſame valet who had brought me the. 


watch, came with his maſter's compli- 
ments, and begged me to lend it him, as 
he was going to Verſailles. | 

Without hefitation, I complied "with 
this requeſt, but never again had my 


watch in my poſſeſſion, nor did he ever 


mention a ſyllable to me concerning it. 


In this inſtance of his meanneſs, however, 


he unintentionally did me a piece of 
eſſential ſervice; for while that watch 


remained in my poſſeſſion, an unuſual 
_ coolneſs pervaded the countenances of 
the Marchioneſs and her daughters; now | 


it was removed, I hoped to regain their 
eſtcem and eee nor was I deceived. 
One of the young ladies, perceiving I did 


not wear my watch as uſual, had the 
curioſity to aſk what was become of it, 


and on being informed that the Marquis 


had ſent for it, and had not returned it, 


pleaſure ſeemed to beam from their eyes, 


that ſhyneſs which they had for ſome time 


obſerved 
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_ obſerved left them, and, in ſhort, I re- 
ceived their carelles, and experienced 


their friendſhip, in a greater degree, if 


poſſible, than betore. 


I digreſſed from the relation of my 


| brother's arrival, to remove ſome difficul- 
ties which might have ariſen in the 
minds of my readers relative to the Mar- 
quis. I feel much ſatisfaction, however, 
In quitting the Marquis to return to my 
brother. . 

Soon after my brother's arrival, the 
credentials of his birth being properly 
arranged, a day was fixed to preſent him 


to the king, in conſequence of which he 


was conducted by the Marquis de Bou- 


lainvilliers to Verſailles, and remained 


ſome time at the hotel of Monſ. le Count 
de Vergennes. 


One day, as my brother was kits 


turn on the parade, the Marquis "a 


| Marigny, who had tormerly taken great 
notice of his behaviour, accoſted him 


very familiarly. © W hat, Remy, is that 


you? What ina you here?” Then 
attentively ſurveying him, exclaimed with 
ſurprize; © How very fine you arc 


The Marquis aſked a great many qucſ- 


tions: to thoſe relating to his Journey to 


Verſailles, he gave no ſatisfactory anſwer, 
_ only obſerving that he had met with a 


friend who countenanced al ad protected 
him. e 


„ a The 


75 


-6 THE LIFE OF THE 


The long-expected day at length ar- 
rived, when my brother was introduced 
to the king. The ceremony was per- 
formed by the Marquis de Boulainvilliers, 
Monſ. Chabert, the Count de Maurepas, 
and Monf. Neckar. He was preſented as 
the Baron de Valois. 
_ His Majeſty having acknowledged his 
title, and knowing him to be the un- 
doubted deſcendant of a family who had 
once ſwayed the ſceptre of France, (a fa- 
mily whoſe name, perhaps, he would not 
wii to ſee revived) recommended him to 
devote himſelf to the church. My bro- 
ther ſuggeſted his predilection for the 
army. The king thanked him for his in- 
clination to ſerve him, but at the ſame 
time more ſtrongly recommended him to 
ſerve his God. —“ Sire,“ replied my bro- 
ther,“ I am then ſerving my God, when 
I am ſerving my king.” 
The auguſt monarch, pleaſed with this 
anſwer, condeſcended to promiſe him 
every encouragement to acquit himſelf 
of his duty to both. 
Soon after, a grand dinner was given 
by Monf. Chabert, to which the Marquis 
de Boulainvilliers and my brother were 
invited. The Marquis arrived firſt. My 
brother, having been detained by ſome 
friends whom he had met in his way, did 
not make his appearance till the com- 
pany were ſeated. He was announced ut 
„ the 
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the Baron de Valois, a title which the 
greateſt part of the company were fur- 


prized at hearing. The Baron de Va- 


lois!” whiſpered one to the other. We 


know none of that name, but the ſon of 
the Duke de Chartres!“ — Their aſtoniſh- 


ment {till increaſed, when Monſ. de Cha- 


bert, filling a bumper, cave „ A health 


to the new Baron de Valois !” 


Monſ. de Marigny, being engaged in 


converſation when my brother was an- 


nounced. and now firſt hearing the name 


of Valois, eagerly looked round, and at 


length diſcovering my brother, upon 


whom all the eyes of the company were 
at this moment fixed, he enquired of the 


gentleman near him... « What was the 
meaning of all this?“ The inſtant he was 


informed that my brother was acknow- 
ledged by the king as a deſcendant from 


the Valois, he was ſo tranſported with joy, 


that he ſuddenly ſtarted from his chair, 
and ran to embrace him. 
The gueſts, charmed with the ſenſibility 


of the parties, and apprized of the ſudden 


revolution in our fortune, were curious 
to hear the cauſe which occaſioned it. 
My brother complied with their wiſhes, 
related his ſtory, and gave ſatisſactory 
anſwers to every enquiry. 

It is with the greateſt pleaſure that I 
mention the names of the Marquis and 


Marchioneſs de Chabert, and Monſ. de 


Marigny. 
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Marigny. They were all the particular 
friends of the worthy Madame de Boulain- 
villiers; a circumſtance alone ſufficient 
to rank them high in the eſtimation of 
every good mind. It was they who, next 
to her, were our parents and protectors. 
Never ſhall their Wen be effaced from 
my remembrance! Never ſhall I think of 
their names, but with the warmeſt emo- 
tions of gratitude ! 

I ſhall not apologize ſor this e en 
in favour of my benefactors, which, how- 
_ ever criticiſm may cenſure, [I ruſt hu- 
manity will not condemn, _ 
Few men poſſeſs fo much ſenſbility, ſo 
much goodneſs, as the Marquis de Cha- 
bert. It was he who took the trouble of 
collecting, and properly arranging, our 
papers; it was he who forwarded them to 
his couſin, Monſ. d'Ozier, judge of arms 
of the nobility of France, tor his certifi- 
cate. Not content with what he had al- 
ready done, and not wiſhing to be ex- 
ceeded in benevolence, even by the Mar- 
chioneſs herſelf, he wiſhed to bear a part 
in all the ſubſequent expence. He pulled 
out his purſe, adding, Madam, your 
charge is certainly confiderable, and your 
bounty has been of long continuance ! 
You have been ſingular in your benevo— 
lence ! I do not aſpire to an equality; 
ſuffer me only to partake with you the 
pleaſing reflections which ever accom- 


pany 
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pany good actions; I beg you will in- 
dulge me in a contribution of one halt, 
for what you have beſtowed on theſe 
children!“ 
I have already mentioned ſeveral in- 
ſtances of this worthy lady's bounty, but 
it would require a volume to do juſtice 
to the numerous and ſtrikingly benevo- 
lent marks of attention ſhe was continu- 
ally heaping upon us; denying herſelf a 
participation in her moſt favourite amuſe- 
ments, to compenſate for the narrow li- 
mits of her private purſe, out of which 
ſhe ſupported us. 
„ perſuaded,” ſaid this worthy 
lady, that God has ſent theſe three chil- 
dren as a blefling to my family!” And 
having often aſked me, if the ſhould ſend 
for my hiſter, upon my anſwering that 
there was nothing I more earneſtly de- 
ſired, Then I aſſure you, my dear 
child, ” replied ſhe, © I will exert my ut- 
moſt endeavours with Monſieur Boulain- 
villiers to effect my purpoſe.” It was this 
promiſe that, in the hours of illneſs, ope- 
rated as a cordial medicine, and, by re- 
viving the dying embers of hope, tended 
to accelerate the progreſs of returning 
health. This benevolent mother never 
loſt a favourable opportunity of urging 
her ſuit to the Marquis, who, wearied by 
her importunity, yielded to her requeſt, 
and my ſiſter Was according y ſent for. 


Be hold 
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Behold then, at length, the recognition 


of the Valois !—They had the title, in- 


dced, but not the means to ſupport it. 
The penſion of 800 livres was very ina- 
dequate to ſupport the dignity of one of 
the firſt houtes in France. 

Monfieur de Maurepas, whom the king 


nad intruſtetl, was defired by his Majeſty 


to make what arrangement he thought 


Proper. He was not to blame for this 


penſion's being fo trifling; and I owe him 
the juſtice to declare, had our cauſe been 
properly ſupported, the deſcendants of an 


illuſtrious family, ſo long kept out of 
their rights, ſo long expoſed to every in- 


clignity, would have been better rewarded 


for their ſufferings, than with the pitiful 


penſion of 800 livres (about 331. ſterling) 
per annum. 


The juſtice of the ſovereign would not 


have done this: the generoſity of Mon- 


1cur Maurepas would at leaſt have dou- 
bled it. Who then ſet himſelf in oppo- 


fition to the juſtice of the ſovereign, and 


rhe generoſity of his friend ?—It was the 


Marquis de Boulainvilliers : it was he 
who, acquainted with the economy of 
the king, and converſant in the arts of a 


courtier, wiſhed to recommend himſelf 
to the royal attention, ſuppoſing every 


other man to be influenced by the fame 


parſimonious motives which governed his 
own conduct : it was this ſeeming friend, 
who 


11 


COUNTESS DE LA Mor TE. 81 


who wiſhed to arrogate to himſelf the me- 
rit of appearing generous, without ſuffi- 
_ cient ſpirit to be ſo. He dictated, him- 
ſelf, this penſion of $00 livres, under the 
ſpecious mark of patriotiſm: the ſtate, 
he alledged, was overwhelmed with debt. 
“ But,” replied the Count de Maurepas, 
* eight hundred is given by his Majeſty 
upon the moſt ordinary occaſions. . Suffer 
it to be more than that. Let me make 
fome addition.” —“ No!“ replied Mon- 
ſieur Boulainvilliers to the laſt, © we will 
content ourſelves with eight hundred! 
But I beg you will take the trouble to re- 
' preſent to the king, that, as the ſtate is 

ſo loaded with debt, I wiſh to enter, as ; 
much as poffible, into his Majeſty's views 
of economy. I will myſelf, therefore, 
ſupply the ſurplus ; for I look upon them 
as our children, and they ſhall want for 


nothing! - Thus was this penkon finally 


determined, and we received a. breyet, 
wherein eight hundred livres were expreſ- 
ſed, payable to each of us, to commence 
from December 1775, without any dedue- 
tion. 

How: oreat an alteration does change of 
circumſtances create in the idea and ac- 
_ tions of men !. No ſooner were we acknow- 
ledged at court, than all the noblefle in- 
ſtantly defired our acquaintance, and 
crowded every day to pay their reſpects to 
the Baron and myſelf. 


E 5 I cannot 
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1 cannot fay that I felt myſelf at all 
tranſported by the compliments I received 
on this occaſion : my ideas had ever been 
elevated to as high a ſtation as that which 
I at preſent enjoyed. I was, however, 


| pleaſed, and grateful to my benefactreſs, 
and reflected that, without her protection 


and powerful aſſiſtance, I had not been 
reſtored to my birth-right. I contraſted 
the ſplendour of my preſent with the rag- 
ged wretchedneſs of my infant condition, 


rooted by misfortune on the winter-ſhad- 


ed fide of a bleak mountain, without 
hope of protection or relief, and where, 


but for the foſtering care of the good Mar- 


chioneſs, 1 ſhould have remained ſtrug- 
with adverſe fortune, which could 
have ended only with my life. 1 

We were now, in the meridian of a 
perity, receiving the compliments of the 
nobility, and the friends of Madame de 


Boulainvilliers introduced the whole circle 


of their acquaintance. Every one con- 
gratulated us on our good fortune and the 


reſtoration of a family ſo ancient, with a 


penſion ſufficient to ſupport its dignity. 
All the Gazettes were filled with this : they 
fpoke of the recognition of the three 


children, and were profuſe in panegyric 


on the royal munificence and royal hu- 
manity, in acknowledging the children 
of Valois, and granting them an annuity 
of 3000 livres, and an equipment, This 

„„ ſtory 
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tory was in every body's mouth: com- 
pliments redoubled: every one was laviſh 


in praiſe of the king's goodneſs, and were 


proud, as they inſinuated, to fee it fo well 
applied. 


It will doubtleſs appear güne, that 
Monfieur Boulainvilliers ſhould never 
contradict theſe reports, and it is ſtrange 


that every body ſhould believe them; but 


it was the ſyſtem of Monf. de Boulain- 5 
villiers ever to appear what he was not, 


and ſeldom or never to be what he * 
peared. 


Monſ. de Boulainvilliers took great care 


to ſend his ſecretary round to the different 

coffee-houſes, to make extracts from the 

Gazettes, and from theſe materials to form 
reports favourable to himſelf; for he was 
much more anxious to receive the credit 
of a good action, and acquire popularity 
from oſtentation, than my worthy mother, 


who was much better pleaſed with the 
conſciouſneſs of having done well, than 


with that empty praiſe whieh more fre- 
quently attends hypocriſy than virtue. 


Her benevolence was reduced to a ſyſtem; 


her good actions were habitual; juſtly ſhe 


thought, and her practice was ever con- 


formable. That good lady was anxious 


to remedy the negligence of her huſband; 
ſhe went round among her friends, parti- 


_ cularly thoſe who had the beſt acceſs to 


the royal e ear, and influenced them to ap- 


ply 


. 56 * = N _ * 
= Br #8 Los — — — * 2 8 


8 xe”. 5 e —— — — 
A : , 5 : = 


1 


— 


| 3 

| 

A 

1 84 THE LIFE OF THE | 
j ply for an addition to our penſion; ſne 
my particularly vifited Monheur and Ma- ö 


dame Neckar, who expreſſed much good- 

will towards us, and, doubtleſs from the 
repreſentations of the Marchioneſs, in- 

tereſted themſelves warmly in our favour, 
not only promiſing a continuance of 
their friendfhip and ſupport, but Mon- 
heur Neckar actually preſented my bro- 
ther with an equipment of four or five 
thouſand 8 and his commiſſion of 
enſign. 

In the mean time Madame de Boulain- 
villiers intereſted herſelf with the miniſter 
to obtain an addition to my penſion, at 
that time ignorant this ſmall ſum of 800 
livres, which appeared to her inadequate, 

had been abſolutely fixed by her huſband, 
to recommend himſelf to the king, at a 
period when, it is perhaps neceſſary to 
hint, every entrenchment in the expen- 
diture of the revenue was the object of a 
miniſter, who, born in a republic, well 
knew the advantages of induſtry and œco- 
nomy, and whoſe ſudden elevation to the 
head of the finances of France was mat- 
ter of aſtoniſhment to the different courts 
of Europe. 

This able miniſter perfectly led 
If with the king in plans of ceconomy, and 
Ut the ſanction of his royal maſter gave ef- 
er to his regulations. 
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The Marchioneſs knew not that the 
Marquis had thus influenced the miniſters, 


though ſhe was ſoon after acquainted with 
it; nor would this circumſtance probably 


have been difcloſed, if my brother had 
not waited upon Count de Maurepas and 
Monf. Neckar, to return his acknow- 
ledgments, and beg a continuance of 
their kindneſſes. They firſt mentioned 


the very words which I have before re- 
lated to have been uſed by M. Boulain- 


villiers, 1 in fixing the quantum of our pen- 
fron. M. Neckar and my brother could 
ſcarcely believe what they heard; ſo far, 


however, did it influence my brother's | 


conduct, and he felt himſelf ſo materially 


hurt at what he believed to be impoffible, 


that he did not even pay the Marquis a 


viſit of thanks, in common with the reſt 
of his friends who had ſtood forward on 


this occaſion. He was the more induced 
to take this ſtep, having never experi- 


cnced any exertion of that nobleman to 


ſerve us; who had contributed nothing 
towards defraying the expence of my 
education, which was borne alone by my 
worthy mother, out of the parſimonious 
allowance of her huſband, though(as has 


been already obſerved) her name and for- 
tune 


enjoyed. 
was confined to my apartment by 
indiſpoſition, when Madame de Boulain- 


villiers 


had raiſed him to the rank he 
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villiers and the Abbe Tacher, brother to 
Madame Chabert, came together, to in- 
form me of the penfion granted to me 
and my fiſter, which they ſaid was the 
fame as that granted to my brother.— 
With the moſt heart-felt gratitude, I ex- 
preſſed my obligations to the Marchioneſs 
for this, and every other inſtance of her 
attention to my welfare; at the ſame 
time regretting that they ſhould have had 
ſo much trouble to acquire ſo ſmall a 
penſion. Her anſwer, however, was the 
ſame as Mr. Neckar gave my brother, 
that the recognition of our title was a 
great point gained; that time would 
bring about every thing; and that our 
being acknowledged would give a fanc- 
tion for greater demands, of which we 
muſt avail ourſelves when opportunity 
ſhould offer. 

Amongſt the numerous viſitors who 
| conſtantly crowded to the Hotel de Bou- 
lainvilliers, probably to gratify curioſity 
by ſeeing us, was the Countels de Stroko- 
nomke, who was very intimate with the 
Marchioneſs; alſo the Ducheſs de Choi- 
ſeul, ' lady of the bed-chamber to the 
queen. In a converſation between theſe 
two ladies, it was hinted that I ſhould be 
married very ſoon ; that, with this for- 
tune of 1090 crowns, I ſhould very readi- 
ly get, a huſband; and that the king 
would certainly give a brevet of rank, 
and 
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and the title of colonel, to the perſon 
whom I ſhouid make choice of. Aſtoniſh- 
ed at hearing them talk of a penſion of 
1000 crowns, I anſwered, that I really 
did not underſtand what they meant; 
adding, that I had only 800 livres, and 
my ſiſter the ſame, as far as I had been 
able to judge from the words of the brevet. 
« How, my dear!“ replied they, Don't 
you know that it has been circulated 
through all the Gazettes in Europe? and 
if it is not really true, M. de Boulain- 
villiers would certainly have contradicted 
it. It is thought ſo by the king, and the 
royal family, who read the papers, they 
believe it: and, inſtead of pitying you, 
all the world is loud in praiſe of the king, 
reſpecting his conduct towards you.— 
The public therefore are very well per- 
ſuaded that you have each of you 1000 
_ crowns; and that, if it was not true, 
Monſ. de Boulainvilliers, who was capa- 
ble of giving the beſt intelligence, would 
certainly have contradicted it, and not 
ſuffered the public to be impoſed upon, 
who muſt lament that ſo ſmall a penſion 
ſhould be given to ſupport the dignity of 
fo illuſtrious a name; a penſion only 
equal to that generally granted by his 
Majeſty to one of his domeſtics, after 
twenty years ſervice, and ſcarcely ſuffi- 


cient to ſupport even the little exigencies 
of obſcurity * 1 


1 have 
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1 have before hinted that the perſon 
moſt culpable was Monſ. de Boulain- 
villiers, who, under his peculiar cireum- 
ſtances, could not, with any ſhadow of 
. Propriety, take upon himſelf to contra- 
dict the public prints; for that would 
have directly led to a detection of his. 
artifice, by giving the miniſters an oppor- 
tunity to vindicate themſelves, in athgn- 
ing the true reaſon, which muſt neceſlari- 
ly criminate him, and enable me or my 
virtuous mother who held a lie in the 
utmoſt abhorrence, to contradict it. 
Truly may I allert, that, inſtead of 
doing me a favour, in procuring me to 
be acknowledged as a deſcendant of the 
Valois, from the inadequacy of the pen- 
ſion granted to ſupport the dignity of a 
noble and royal houſe, who had ſacrificed: 
their lives and fortunes in defence of the 
ſtate, it had plunged me into diſtreſs. 
more poignant, if poſſible, than that I. 
had already experienced while I remain- 
ed in obſcurity. At the ſame moment 
that the Marquis de Boulainvilliers had, 
given me to underſtand. I ſhould want for 
nothing at his houſe, in fact T wanted 
every thing; and the bad management: 
of the Marquis in this affair. will appear 
evident, when I relate that our penſion 
was made to commence from December 
1776, and that whole year he never offter- 


ed to accommodate me with a ſingle ſol. 
| Under 
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Under theſe circumſtances, not wiſhing 
to remain a burden to the liberality of 
my worthy benefactreſs, and defirous to 


conceal from her thoſe wants ſhe had ſo _ 
long prevented me from experiencing, 
and which now, however it mightdeprive 


her of the means of ſupplying her own, 
ſhe would inftantly have adminiſtered to, 


1 accepted the offer of the Marquis, to 


advance me what ſums I ſtood in necd of 
upon my penſion ; which, generally ex- 


_ceeding the limits of It, I was conſtantly 


in arrear, and at the concluſion of the 


year never had money for my neceſſary ; 


occaſions. Monſ. de Boulainvilliers ought 
not to have influenced the miniſters, and 


prevented them from doing as Oy 
wiſhed, 


In the month of March, a ſeaſon . 


markably fine, Monſieur, the king's bro- 
ther, gave a grand gala, upon the pur- 
chaſe of an eſtate called Brunois, moſt 
delightfully ſituated, which Monſ. Brunois 
had decorated at an immenſe expence. 


His grand-father was agent and partner 


with the famous Samuel Bernard, the Jew, 
and father of the Marquis de Boulain- 


villiers. A grand entertainment was 


given, conſiſting of two tournaments and 
a comedy: an amphitheatre was fitted up, 


for the reception of the royal family, 
who, attended by almoſt all the French 


nobility, were preſent. 
The 


— — ee ES os 


1 * 
= 
by 
: | 1 
o& 
A 
: Io 
** 

1 ; 

C F 

f 6 

5 
* 

4 | 
| = 
[ ': 

* N. 
_ 

} — 
1 «5 

5 * * 

4 
4 
4 
Y 


— Fe 
— — 2 * 
b ” » 
** . c 
© _—_ . rr ISS : my 
. 4 "5; IE, rug > — 8 be * — 
2 7 2 


4 
. * E . 5. 8 4 14 1 * 
F 5 


— e - 
3 


. —— — 
„ 


— E — = »& ” 9 on 


—_—_ * 3 
er: opts, © 
LEO — n _ 
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The ſtory of our misfortunes and recog- 


nition, circulated in almoſt every Gazette, 


had reached the ear of the Lady Eliza- 
beth of France. She expreſſed a deſire 
to ſee us. The Marchioneſs de Pont de 


Caſſel, one of my particular well-wiſhers, 


appriſed Madame de Boulainvilliers of 


this circumſtance, who wiſhing to gratify 


the princeſs, took a few turns on her ter- 


raſs, accompanied by my brother, in his 
tull uniform, and her youngeſt daughter, 
Mademoiſelle de Pally, to repreſent the 
three children. As the court palled 
(Which it was obliged to do, in coming 
from Paris) the eſtate of the Marquis de 
Boulainvilliers, at Montgeron, the prin- 


ceſſes paſſed firſt, and condeſcended to ſa- 


Jute us. Madame de Pond, who was in the - 
character of Dame de Palais to the royal 
ſiſters, pointed us out, and was the cauſe 


of our being taken notice of. We then 
went to Brunois, and were preſent at the 
comedy, which was performed in com- 


pliment to the king. The royal family 
were ſeated promiſcuouſly, and it was our 


good fortune to be placed near them, 


particularly the Princeſs Elizabeth, who 
had ſaid, on ſpeaking of us, as the Mar- 
5 chioneſs de Boulainvilliers was informed 
that ſame day, that, as we were ac— 
knowledged by his Majeſty, » we were her 


couſins. 


in 
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In conſequence of the attention paid 
to us by the Princeſs Elizabeth, the cap- 


tain of the guard placed us near her at 
the banquet, and Madame de Boulain- 


villiers and her daughters had the ſatisfac- 


tion to obſerve that ſhe honoured me with 
her regard. 


When the play was ended, the roy al 


family adjourned to the tournament, and 


ſeated themſelves at the upper end of the 


liſts, near the amphitheatre, whither we 
_ alſo followed, and again had the good 


fortune to obeatn A ſeat near that of the 


Princeſs Elizabeth, who on this cecaſion 


honoured us with a more partial attention 


than before. 


It will eafily be 8 that the no- 


tice of ſo exalted a perſonage drew to- 
wards us the compliments of almoſt all 
the court, who were ſo profuſe in their 
encomiums on the humanity and judg- 
ment of the Marchioneſs, that they could 


not fail of reaching the royal car, and 


their Majeſties graciouſly condeſcended to 
join theirs to the general wiſhes of the 


nobleſſe, for our welfare. 
Madame de Polignac, now e to 


the royal children, was preſent at the am- 
phitheatre, and was at that time but 


young in favour with the Queen. 
— Theſe circumſtances are not recited _ 
merely from oſtentation, or with a view 

to induce the reader to ſuppoſe I poſſeſs 


uncommon 
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92 THE LirE or THE 


uncommon attractions: they are menti- 


oned in juſtice to my family, and will at 


the ſame time ſufficiently evince that I. 


have been the ſport of Fortune, elevated 
and deprefled at the pleaſure of that ca- 
pricious deity. | FR > 


It is my wiſh allo, from a ſtatement of 


theſe ſacts, to impreſs upon the minds of 
my readers how very inadequate a trifling 
penhon, of little more than three and 
thirty pounds a year, muſt have been to 
ſupport the dignity of a family, lately 


acknowledged by the king to be one of 
the firſt in France, and nearly related to 
his own, and who, but for the interference 


of lukewarm friends, would have ex- 
tended his munificence ſufficiently to have 
enabled us to ſupport its dignity. Sz 
Let me not be accuſed of treſpaſſing on 


the patience of my readers, by detailing 


incidents apparently frivolous, but per- 
mitted juſt to hint, that there is ſcarce 
any thing fo trifling that may not be at- 


tended with ſome advantage. I have en- 


gaged to write my Life, and am giving 
a portrait, where ſeveral touches of the 
pencil, fingly taken, appear inſignificant ; 
collectively, they are eſſential to the 


piece. I ſhall not ſuppreſs thoſe foibles, 


which will doubtleſs mcet the cenſure they 
merit; therefore, reader, whoſoever thou 


and would wiſh to intereſt thy candour, 
5 =o 5 while 


— ot oat 
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while I purſue a ſurpriſing narrative, 
which, however trivial its outlet may ap- 


pear, will in its progreſs excite, and in 


its concluſion gratify thy curioſity. 
Some days after Madame de Pond, and 


others belonging to the court, repreſented 
to us how much the royal family compli- 


mented Madame de Boulainvilliers; that 


the princeſſes had been much affected 
with the hiſtory of our misfortunes, and 
were pleaſed to hear that our deſcent had 


been ſo well authenticated. Madame de 
Pond, willing to take advantage of this 
happy diſpoirtion of the court in our fa- 
vour, conſulted with Madame de Boulain- 


villiers to ſolicit, not merely an equip- 


ment, but an abſolute and certain aug- 


mentation to our penhon, which ſhe was 


ſure could not fail of ſucceſs. 

The worthy Marchioneſs, whoſe heart 
ever felt for the diſtreſſed, but particularly 
the objects of her benevolence, cagerly 
embraced this propoſal, and, with my 
brother, waited upon Monſieur and Mcu- 


dame Neckar, and Monſieur Amelot (at 


that time entruſted with the management 
of affairs of ſtate) and his lady. After 
this vitit my brother departed lor Breſt, 
about April 1776. 

I will now attempt to make a wh 
I have heretofore repeatedly aſſerted, that 


difficulties of every kind thwarted the at- 
tempts of thoſe who were anxious for my 


advancement, and dangers of every de- 


{cri ption 
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ſcription beſieged me in the execution of 
my deſigns, and rendered all abortive. 
From the moment I was ſatisfied of the 
narrow limits of my penſion, I frequent- 
ly reflected upon its inadequacy to the 
ſervices of my anceſtors, and the compli- 
ments which were paid us; compliments 
which, under ſuch circumſtances, I even 
_ conſtrued into reproaches. In ſhort, the' 
unavoidable expence attending our pre- 
ſent ſituation was ſo greatly ſuperior to 
the means allowed for ſupporting it, that 
1 began to ſuppoſe it abſolutely impothble 
for us to continue in it., I affected to 
wear the ſmile of gaiety on my counte- 
nance, whilſt diſcontent preyed upon my 
heart. At length my health fell a facri- 
fice to my uneaſineſs of mind; my coun- 
tenance exchanged the bloom of health 
for the fallow hue of melancholy ; and I 
was frequently attacked by convulſions, 
probably brought on by the concealment 
of what was pafling in my breaſt. Du- 
ring this time, I had all the medical afſiſ- 
tance that could be procured, which wan 
attended with conſiderable expence to 
the Marchioneſs ; nevertheleſs that wor- 
thy lady ſpared neither expence nor at- 
tention, that might in the ſmalleſt degree 
be conducive to my welfare. Eagerly 
Intent on my reſtoration to health, {hc 
was buſy among her friends at court to 


procure the neceſſary means to enjoy it. 
The 
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The Marchioneſs de Boulainvilliers had 
intereſted herſelf ſo powerfully in our be- 


half, that her applications were in a fair 


way of terminating ſucceſsfully. Every 
thing was in a train for ſecuring an aug- 
mentation of our penſion, when a cir- 
cumſtance occurred which conſiderably 
diminiſhed the influence of that amiable 


lady, and fruſtrated all my hopes. The 


character of the Marquis had ſuffered ſo 
ſeverely in the public eſtimation, that it 


extended to all his connections, and the 


very name of Boulainvilliers became a 
mark for opprobrium, and included in 
the general cenſure the n of the 
Marchioneſs. Generous lady! in vain 


thall calumny attempt to ſully thy ſpot- 


leſs fame! Thy actions alone can teſtify 


thy virtue, and that virtue is almoſt ſuf- 


ficient to extenuate the follies of thy 
huſband. 

The circumſtance I allude to, at that 
time made a great noiſe. At this period, 
perhaps, amidſt the tumults which pre- 
vail, it may be almoſt forgotten, at leaſt 


the Engliſh reader will ſeareely recollect 


It. 
Madame de Boulainvilliers was engaged 
on a vilit to the villa of Monſieur Nar- 


bonne, Biſhop of D'Evreux. She had 


ſcarce been a ae abſent, when the 
Marquis followed her, leaving me at the 


Hotel de Boulaifvilliers, in a very weak | 
ſtate 
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ſtate af health, with the houſekeeper and 
two other ſervants. 


A diſtillery of compounds, carried on 


in deep caverns under his houte and 
grounds, which extended to a conhdera- 


ble diſtance, with every thing neceſſary 


for tranſacting the buſineſs with as few 


perſons, and as ſecretly as poſſible, at 


this time ſmelt fo powerfully, which iſſued 
from the openings into the cavern, that 
it became almoſt intolerable. My curio- 


tity was ſtrongly excited, but none of 


thoſe about me were capable of giving 


me any {atisfactory anſwer to the queſtions 
J put to them. All ſeemed greatly agitat- 


ed; every thing was confuſion. 


Wiſhing to unravel this myſtery, I went 


out under pretence of Paying a viſit to 


Mademoiſelle de Pally, the Marchionefs's 


youngeſt daughter, at that tina pen- 
ſtoner in the convent of St. Omer's. As 
I paſſed, the porter ſeemed much conful- 
cd, and looked very pale: at the fame 
time I faw his ſon running along the 


garden, as I underſtood afterwards, to 
apprize Mr. Dennis, ſecretary to Mon- 
_ heur de Boulainvilliers, of what had hap- 
pened, who, the moment he received the 


intelligence, opened a large reſervoir of 


water, which almoſt inſtantancoully filled 
thoſe fiſſures in the cavern from whence . 


the ſtench iſſued, and deſtroyed the great- 
eſt part of the compounds; ſo that a very 
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ſmall quantity was actually found.— 


Going out of the great gate, I ſaw the 


Gue a pied, and n crowds of people 


collected together, all reprobating the 
conduct of the Marquis. I was ſenſibly 


affected for the uncaſineſs this behavior of 
her huſband would give my worthy bene- 


actreſs; and was ſhocked at the ſight of 


the Cue à pied. and the immenſe Rills and 
other implements which were dragged out 


by the enraged populace, who exclaimed 


vociferouſly againſt ſuch a mean debaſc- 
ment of the French nobility. { again 


demanded of the Swiſs the reafon of this 


uproar, but could get no other anſwer, 


than that he had fold fome wine without 
permiſſion. Diſſatisfied with this reply, 


and fatigued with the diſturbances, I re- 
tired to my chamber. 

It may eafily be imagined a circum- 
Rance of this kind could not long remain 
a ſecret : it was ſoon circulated through 
all Paris, and became the general topic 


of converſation. I judged it my duty to 
acquaint the Marchionefs, and had actu- 


ally begun a letter for that purpoſe, but 
a convulſion fit ſeized me before 1 could 
complete my undertaking. The report 


inſtantly atter reached the ears of the 
Marquis, who immediately poſted to 
Paris; he was met on the road by his 
ſecretary; and the Marchioncls arrived 
ſoon after. . They were, however, oblig. 
. . £6 
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ed to enter the town by night, to avoid 
the inſults of the populace. 
This unfortunate affair prevented their 


_ appearing at court for a conſiderable time, 


which greatly mortified my worthy mo- 


ther, who was not privy to this fubterra- 


neous ſpeculation, which her ample for- 
tune had rendered unneceflary, and her 


birth diſgraceful. It was this untoward 


circumſtance which had rendered all her 


plans on my behalf abortive, although 


nearly mature for ſucceſs, and induced 


Perſons of diſtinction, who had formerly 
becn particularly intimate, to withhold 
their viſits. 


The diſcovery of this ſubterrancan OC- 


cupation was by ſome attributed to the 
Count de Boulainvilliers, a relation of the 


Marchionets, to whom ſhe was alſo guar- 
Gian, and will ſerve to elucidate my re- 


mark, that the Marquis became polflefled _ 
of his title in right of his wife, whoſe ta- 5 


mily was of great diſtinction. The M- 
quis was a fon of the Preſident D Hureus, 


by a daughter of the famous Jew, Samuel 
Bernard, whoſe riches, though great, could 


only be equalle d by his philanthropy and 
beneficence. The Marchioneſs was heir- 


els to Monfieur de Balaincourt, Marquis 
de Boulainvyilliers, and there being no 


male heir to inherit the title, the Marquis 


made intereſt to procure it for himſelf. 


The general character and conduct of 


the Count de Boulainvilliers was the very 
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COUNTESS DE LA MONTE. 99 
oppoſite to that of an informer : he, on 


the contrary, exerted himſelf to the ut- 


moſt to conſole the Marchioneſs, and in- 
treated the Prince de Conti to uſe his in- 


fluence with the king in behalt of the Mar- 


quis; a circumſtance alone ſufficient to 


vindicate him from ſo unjuſt an aſperſion. 


His Majeſty was ſo much incenſed at the 
conduct of the Marquis, which he con- 
ceived a ſtain upon the French nobility, 


that he gave public marks of his difplea- 


ſure, by prohibiting him from Appearing 
at court. 


The diſpleaſure of the monarch ſo far 


1 biaſſed the opinions of the nobility, that 
the Marquis was ſhunned by all ranks.— 
The Prince de Conti diſcontinued his viſits; 
but having, through the interceſſion of the 
Count de Boulainvilliers, undertaken to 
reſtore him to the royal favor, by way of 


attording him all the countenance and 
triendſhip in his power, he renewed his 
viſits, with a vicw cf gaining over the ref 


of the nobility (ever ready to follow thc 
example of perions of diſtinction) in . 


vour of the cauſe he had eſpouled. 
; I had the honour to be prefent when 


this diſtinguithed pe rlonage paid his ſo- 
cond vilit. We were in the ſaloon 


when the prince was announced, and 
it being in ſome meaſure a vie of bu- 


ſineſs, as ſoon as he entered, the Mar- 
chioneſs made a ign for me to retire 


1 roſc to obey; but, as Wi aad previouſly 


* 
I 


4. N | had 


100 THF LIFE OF THE 
had the honour to be introduced to him, 
with the greateſt politeneſs and affability 
addreihng himſelf to the Marchioneſs, 
No, Madame! I conſider Mademoiſelle 
de Valois as one of your children; there 
is no neceſſity for her to withdraw; from 
this day ſhe muſt ſtill be dearer, as the 
king is diſpoſed to forgive the offence of 
the Marquis, and has declared that his 
principal inducement is the attention paid 
by your family to theſe deſcendants of the 
Valois.“ I felt a diſagreeable ſenſation as 
the prince uttered this, and wiſhed I had 
not been preſent, leſt ſuch a declaration 
ſhou!d hurt the feclings of my worthy be- 
nefactreſs. Whether he had heard of the 
Marquis's conduct in our penſion, and 
wiſhed to intereſt him more firongly in 
our behalf, or whether the humanity and 
 deneficence of the Marchionels, of which 
all Paris was ſenſible, in a great degree 
counterpoiſed the meanneſs of the Mar- 
quis, and influenced the royal breaſt to 
this reconciliation, cannot exactly deter- 
mine. 

I muſt now recall to the recollection of 
my reader, my ſiſter Marianne, of whom 
1 have yet ſaid but little. She was left, 
as has been before ſtated, expoſed to the 
charity of Durand, a wealthy farmer, who 
had found means to poſſeſs himſelf of a 
conſide rable part of the eſtate at Fontette. 
1 have hinted that my mother's extrava- 

Sance 
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gance had rendered my father neceſſitous. 
Durand had money; and, as people in 
diſtreſs ſeldom conſider the exorbitance of 
intereſt, my father unfortunately fel} 
within his gripe, and Durand failed not 
to take advantage of his neceſſities. My 
mother herſelf knew this, and conhdered 


that it was his duty to take the charge of 


ſupporting a part of the tamily.—I have 
been able to collect theſe conjectures, 
rom a paper which my mother pinned 
upon the garment of my infant ſüſter, ex- 
preflive of her thoughts on this ſubject, 
and deſiring that he would take care of 
Sd es 
Durand, indeed, took her into his 
| houſe, but he determined to make her as 


little expenſive as poſſible, and even 
thought that, inſtead of being ſaddled 


with a burthen, he might be eaſed of the 
expence of a lervant. She was according-- 
ly, as early as poſſible, taught to do every 
menial othce about the houſe. This, 
however, was habitual, and had ſhe rc- 


mained ignorant of her birth, her life 


perhaps had paiſed in happy and quiet 
obſcurity; but as ſhe grew up, many 


people in the neighbourhood, acquainted” 


with the circumſtances, gave her infor- 
mation of thoſe misfortunes which had in- 


duced her family to leave the cradle of their 


anceſtors, the patrimonial inheritance, in 


queſt of preſerment at court, but had 
| never 
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10 rut LIFE OF THE 
never been heard of ſince. This talc 
awakened her ſenfibility. They pointed 
out the manſon where the was born: the 
Park was kindled, which, with increafing 
years, fpread into a flame, and warmed 


her boſom with reflections on her birth, 


and the difference between her preſent 
ſituation and that to which ſhe was cnti- 
tled. She ſtill preſerved the name of St. 


Remy, and mourned her miſerable and 


orphan condition, deprived of her pro- 
_ tectors ere ſhe was yet acquainted with 
them ; but ſhe eſtimated her loſs by her 
tuation, of which ſhe deſpaired to ſee. a 
change. 

I have before mentioned, that at the 


time of my brother's being received, and 
at that of the grant of the penſion, the 
Marchioneſs conceived the benevolent 
intention of ſending for my ſiſter, hoping 


thereby to alleviate my ſuſferings, occa- 
foned by my bad ſtate of health. She 


accordingly performed her . by 


writing to Durand for that purpoſe. 
Eleven months elapſed without receiv- 

ing any intelligence. The Marchioneſs, 

ſurprized at this delay, wrote, about four- 


teen months after her firſt application to 
Durand, to the rector of Fontette, who 
returned for anſwer, that Durand had 


certainly received her letters, but ſuppoſ- 
ed he had been at a great expence in 
bringing her up; that ſhe was ſo very 


ſervieeable 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 103 
ſerviceable about his houſe, that he could 
not conveniently part with her; and that 
he judged it his intereſt, at all EVEN, tor 
retain her in the country. 


Durand had heard of the penſion orant- | 


ed to my fiſter, and thought it, on that 
account, his intereſt to keep her near him; 
but he had a much ftronger, and what 


avarice deemed a more weighty reaſon. 
He knew the means whereby he became 


poſſeſſed of the eſtate of Fontette : he 


knew they would not ſtand the teſt of 


legal inveſtigation, and he did not chooſe 


my ſiſter ſhould. leave him, leſt her evi- 
dence might materially affect his intereſt. 
Madame de Boulainvilliers lad wrote 


more letters than one. Le dreaded the 
power of the Marchioneſs, and ſtudied by 


art to counteract it. T hough ſhe leſt his 
houſe, though deprived of a ſervant, he 
facrificed this comparatively triting ad- 


vantage to the more important one of re- 
taining her in the country, for this pur- 


poſe he propoſed to marry her to a neigh- 


bouring peaſant, named Colas Jolie, 
thinking by this to make himſelf ſecure. 
The Marchioneſs, hearing of his in- 
tention, and finding no time was to be 
loſt, inſtantly wrote to Monſieur Roullier 
d' Orveuille, intendant of Champaigne, re- 


queſting him to give Durand orders either 


to ſend my ſiſter inſtantlx to Paris, or to 
Wing her thither himſelf. This peremp- 
ny 
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tory order was complied with, through 
fear, and we received an anſwer, fixing 
the day when he would bring her. 
Madame de Boulainvilliers, ever com- 
paſſionate, concealed from me this good 
news, fearing, from the indifpoktion with 
which I was almoſt always afflicted, that 
4 too ſudden tranſition from grief to joy 
might be attended with the worſt conſe- 
quences, ſhe therefore contrived, by de- 
recs, to acquaint me of the approaching 
arrival of my fiſter, to whom a penkon of 
cight hundred livres had been granted, as 
well as to myſelf; mentioning the day ſhe 
was expected, and explaining to me what 
ſteps the had taken to oblige Durand to 
bring her to Paris, as alſo the motives | 
which induced him to detain her. 8 
Overjoyed at this unexpected good news, 
and overwhelmed with gratitude to my 
bencfactreſs, I impatiently waited the ar- 
rival of my ſiſter: I imagined it would 
alleviate that affliction I had ſo long been 
a prey to, but which would now ceaſe to 
weigh me down, when repoſed in a fiſter 
in whom I could place my confidence. 
Thoſe who are not ignorant of the 
pangs of filent ſorrow, have probably felt, 
or their ſenſibility may lead them to anti- 
cipate, thoſe ſenſations I experienced at 
the hope of folding a beloved filter to my 
heart, who had juſt been relieved from 
| ſuch a diſtreſſing ſituation. 2 
The 


mutually refuſed thats office; we 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 


about one o'clock. Madame de Boulain- 
villiers, Madame the Marchioneſs de Cha- 
bert, Madame de Pond de Coffet, and the 
three daughters of Madame de Boulain- 
villiers, were aſſembled: they placed me 
in the midſt of them, and my ſiſter being 


brought in, © Tell me, my dear, which 
of theſe ladies do you take to be your 
ſiſter?“ She ſurveyed the company atten- 


tively, and throwing herſelf on my neck, 
This is ſhe.” replied Marianne, “ My 
| heart tells me, this is ſhe !” 


The author of this ſcene, the worthy Mar- 
chioneſs, furveyed us witi a look of ten- 
derneſs, her cyes gliſtening with tlie tri- 
umph of beneficence and humanity. _ 
Soon atter the company retired, and 


left me alone with my filter, who almoſt 


ſtifled me with careſſes; but our tongues 


thouſand things to ſay, a thouſand queſ- 


tions to aſk, but the fulneſs of our hearts 
rendered us incapable of gratifying our. 


wiſhes. 


had a: 


109 
The day on which my ſiſter was expect- 
ed at length approached, and ſhe arrived 


The com- 
pany wiſhed not to conceal thoſe emotions 
which did honour to their ſenſibility.— 


* 


The company returned after a ſhort ab- 


ſence; they remarked the eflect this in- 
terview had on my ſpirits; and my eyes, 


expreſlive of the contentment of my heart, 


proved the cordial influence 2 mind at. 
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8 has to ſubdue the e of the 
bo 
Thanh I had not time to recount to 
my fiſter the adventures of my life, I was 
as eager to make her acquainted with the 
kindneſs of my worthy mother, as ſhe to 
be beneficent, or my fiſter to acknowledge 


it. As we returned with the company, 


Marianne enquired which of thoſe ladies 


had been fo kind to her ſiſter. When ſhe 


was informed, ſhe threw herſelf at the feet 
of the Marchioneſs, and kiffing her gown 


and hands, thanked her for the favours 
ſhe had done her brother and fiſter, and 


intreated ſhe would have the goodneſs to 
take her alſo under her protection, which 


ſhe would do every thing in her power to 
merit; adding, that ſhe ſhould entertain 


the ligheſt reſpect for Moneur de Bou- 


lainvilliers, and every other branch of 


the family. 


The Marchioneſs, pleaſed with thefe 7 


effuſions of gratitude, promiſed her pro- 


tection and ſupport. All ſeemed to con- 


gratulate us on our ſelicity, which. ap- 


peared to be the genuine effuſions of {0 n- 
fibility. I recounted to Marianne the 
hardſhips I had ſuffered : ſhe pitied them, 


and related her own; while half was loſt 
on either hde by mutual communication. 


The Marquis de Boulainvilliers, not- 


withſtanding the diſcouragements he re- 


cewed, conceived 8 even from his re- 
Peated | 
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| COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 107 i} 
peated diſappointments. He ſtill conti- 1 
nued his odious addrefles, and perfiſted in 

his attempts to win me to his purpoſe.— x 
All my remonſtrances, all my reſiſtance, 
was fruitleſs, and I had no refource to 
avoid his importunity, but to retire to a 
convent. I had made this propoſal about 
a year ago, and begged to retire to the 
convent of D'Hire, about half a league 
from Montgeron. The Marchionefs even 
| ſpoke to the Abbeſs on the fubje&t; but 
the Marquis had wearied me with argu- 
ments to difluade me from my intent, and 
the tender affection of my mother would 
not permit her to part with me. 
On the arrival of my fiſter, whom Ifound 
| ractinable to the meafure, I: determined 
to go to this convent ; and the Marquis, 1 
finding i it impoſſible to diſſuade. me from 
my purpoſe, aſſumed a different tone: hne 
reproached me for what he termed obſti- 
nacy, and was noticed by the whofe houſe, i 
as entertaining a-ftrong degree. of reſent-- 1 
ment againſt me. 4 
One morning Monſieur de Boulainyil- . 
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| liers came to my. apartment, ſpoke to ! 
me with great- apparent frankneſs, and i} 
made a profuſion of fine promiſes. On {8 
his ſecond viſit he was not fo polite ; he 1 
made ſome diſagreeable propoſitions: in i1 
ſhort, his language wore a threatening {| 


aſpect. Since, ſaid he, © you are de- 
| termined to 90 to this convent, you ſhall 
remain 


l © >» = ns; > _— o — 5 1 
2 P PLES. IEIB A pon hoe Hug "ING. - = — 
— [> wo — — II. kgs 22 - r 
9 - — 22 2 2 r — 1 — 
— CORDED ——D·:à:4ũ— — —_ —_ — — : = : , = = 
— np N - 2 OS — * 
1 8 — - — £ — wn, ä 7 = — — . _— 25 
* 2 UM 2 - - 
= — XI - : : = * — — 
— 8 S - — 1 . an Sore — — — — — = — 2 
T — —— = — — 


1 
it 


i 

{ 

j 
1 
4 
Mi 
i 
14 


108 THE LIFE OF THE 


remain there all your life! I ſhall make 


a point. of preventing Madame de Bou- 


lainvilliers, my daughters, and all my 
acquaintenance, from ever coming near 

you!“ He took care to ſend out my fiſter 

and the maid, at this time, that they 
might not be witnelſes to his behaviour, 
nor his threats; and added, when quitting 
my chamber, Prepare yourſelf, then: 


IJ uam very ſorry that you ſhould be ſo in- 
diſpoſed ; but, fince you hate me, you 


ſhall be puniſhed for your ingratitude, 


and that ſuddenly : it is proper that we 
 thould be ſeparated!” He then went out 


to order the horſes to be put to the coach ; 


for,“ exclaimed he, I am going to 
conduct the Valois to their convent !'—_ 
He then ſent one of the women to help 
me to dreſs, and aſſiſt me in packing up. 
After this I enquired for my mother, to 
requeſt of her permiſſion to come and bid 
Her farewell; but ſhe was not to be tound. 


J have ſince learned from herſelf, that ſhe 
was afraid ſhe could not bear our parting; 


and that it was Monhieur de Boulainvilliers 


who told her, and all the houſe, that it 
was myſelf who propoſed this ſcheme, up- 


on which I was moſt obſtinately bent, and 


that he found it in vain to oppoſe it. 
The abbey being but at a ſhort diſtance, 


we ſoon arrived, and found the Marquis 


and the Count de Franclin, the brother 


and: nephew of the Abbeſs. They were 


ſurprized 


S = Sq 2 * * 4 4 
«$i D : — „„ . . PIER EE * 8 
F 1 : n WF. * 8 . 
* PER ” 4 * . R 8 n N 8 x * 8 7 bee te Tas e Ws) n FARE SO xz 
6 6 wy 1 : 7 ; ys. p 8 7. j ff)! rate Root n 25 1 tres 2 7 N. 3 n A 
| | | n 5 | „ He pe PREWES 4 Er BCE IT RC LOT Tl rl IE FFP / ( <> tt £4002 AED 9 : Er edn ol 3 ? k * 
; ; 1 | | | . ; : | 1 5 : £ WT DOS 75 ; 2 2 J ue ; 5 NN 1 2 Ne N is. + Ca Er EROS . FMS ERR En, 3.5 N 1 abs IT py 
. 8 _ EEE I pd hr Ce ng ROE = a r r K r OA! © „ e BER 7 ok tt «5 Yu oo Bn TO i . N Ih "4x OR Fe SR 2 
4 : — 1 « 4 : pn ka 1 . F r r FOE SELECTS INNS? * Tags W n MF *. 1 A 2 : 98 ib >: by ag, 3 % N 5 a 45 2 ; 
| | | | WF > - Gs 4 * - N . * Fe Fey 
: | : WT: | 


I 
4 

* 
% 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 109 
ſurprized to ſee the Marquis de Boulain- 
villiers, who accompanied us, with the 
Chevalier de l'Hil. This man, as all Paris 
knows, is the creature of the Marquis; 
and he had the aſſurance to propoſe him 
to me as my huſband, ſaying, © You may 
then be always at the hotel; your repu- 
tation will be ſafe; and you may carry 
on an intrigue without ſuſpicion ”” They 
had been that very morning to inform 
the Abbeſs, that my ill ſtate of health 
would not permit me to come in leſs than 
a month. As it was neceſſary, however, 
for the Marquis to aſſign ſome reaſon for 
this ſudden return of the Chevalier and 
himſelf, he aſſured the Abbeſs it was ab- 
ſolutely my own determination, from 
which he had done all in his power to diſ- 
ſuade me, but in vain. The Lady Abbeſs 
informed him, that, coming ſo very un- 
expectedly, things were not in readineſs 
for our reception. The Marquis replied, 
« Then they muſt do as well as they can:” 
adding, They will experience the bad 
effects of their obſtinacy. It is not my 
fault.” Then turning to the Abbeſs, he 
told her he had ſomething particular to 
communicate to me, and we were left 
alone in the parlour. Yeu are,” ſaid he, 
* at your own diſpoſal, either to go or 
ſtay, if you will return, and act as I would 
wiſh you, for your own advantage, I will 
arrange every thing for the beſt with your | 
mother.” 
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110 ru LIFE OF THE 
mother.” No!“ replied I, with indig- 


nation; „Iwill fubmit to every incon- 
venience ! To be unfortunate, is better 


than to be criminal!” The Abbeſs, the 


Chevalier, and my ſiſter, being returned 
in the room, the Marquis took his leave, 


expreſſing great concern for our welfare, 


and that he would ſee us very ſoon, and 
bring the Marchioneſs along with him. . 


The day after, I wrote to my tender 


mother, who anſwered my letter in the 


kindeſt terms. Her letters gave me great 


conſolation, and the frequently viſited me, 
accompanied by her daughters. But the 
Marquis de Boulainvilliers, whoſe neglect 
indeed gave me no very great concern, 
called on me but once, as he paſſed to 
his eſtate at Paſſy. 

Attached to the convent, became IO 
| lighted with this new ſcene of life, where 
every thing ſeemed peaceful, calm, and 
contented. I was not perſecuted with the- 
odious addreſſes of the Marquis; I was. 
not harraſſed by the hurry and buſtle of 
the buſy world, nor tormented with that 
complimentary language which ſpeaks: 
every thing, and means. nothing. My 
mind was more at eaſe, and wy. health by. 
degrees returned. | 
The Lady Abbeſs regarded me with the 


tenderneſs of a parent. Polite, ſenſible, | 
generous and humane, her kindneſs, and 


the athduous attention of the young ladies, 
my 
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my companions, rendered my life ſo agree- 
able in the convent, that in about three 

or four months after my reſidence amon 

them, I ſignified to the Lady Abbeſs my 


intention of taking the veil, with two 
other young ladies who were going to de- 
vote themſelves to religion. I followed 


exactly every religious exercife; I com- 
plied with every duty; I prayed, faſted, 


watched and wept. Seven or eight months | 
after, I wrote to feveral friends of the 
Marchioneſs, requeſting that they would 
exert themſelves, on my behalf, to gain 


her conſent that I ſhould take the veil. 

The good Abbeſs had many converſa- 
tions with me on the ſubject, and aflured 
me that it required the deepeſt conſidera- 


tion, before, in the full bloom of my 
youth, I facritced all my future proſpects, 
to be confined for life within the narrow 
limits of a convent. She contraſted the 
charms of ſocial with the recluſe auſterity 


of a religious life; told me it was a vow 

that could never be recalled, and: adviſed 
me to proceed with the utmoſt goes 

tion. 

Her repreſc: ntations, N were in- 
effectual, and, notwithſtanding every re- 

monſtranee, remained in the ſame mind, 


of devoting the remainder of my 1 to 


the ſervice of my Creator. 
The Marchioneſs would by no means 


give ber conſent; in conſequence of which 
the | 
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the Lady Abbeſs, who made every remon- 
{trance in her power, adviſed me to write 
to the archbiſhop of Paris, and intereſt 
dim in my favour, to win over Madame 
de Boulanvilliers to comply with my” Fer 
quem 
That reverend prelate exerted himſelf 
ſo ſuccefſsſully, that he had nearly brought 
my good mother to a compliance, when 
I received a letter from the Marchioneſs 
du Pond Caſſee, to whom I had alſo writ- 
ten to uſe her ſolicitations in my favour. 
This worthy lady, fo far from according 
to my deſires, was of an opinion diame- 
trically oppotite. Religious, without be- 
ing enthufiaſtic, ſhe thought that the Cre- 
ator might be much better glorified by ac- 
tive benevolence, and fulfilling all the du- 
ties of ſocial, than by the gloomy penan- 
ces, faſts, prayers and mortifications at- 
tendant on a religious life: ſhe painted its 
inconveniencies in glowing colours; ſhe 
conjured me to do nothing haſtily, told 
me I was too young to determine, and 
ſuggeſted, that if after taking the veil, my 
ſentiments ſhould alter, my peace was * 
retrievably loſt. 

Much as I emed Madame du Pan: | 
dearly as I loved the Marchioneſs, the re- 
monſtrances of the one, and the tender 
ſolicitations of the other, were equally in- 
effectual. I had: ſeen. nothing in this: 
world that could fix my. attachment; I di- 


rected: 
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rected my thoughts to a better; my beſt 


friends pleaded in vain to draw my atten- 
tion from the ſervice of my Creator. 


Would to heaven that my reſolutions had 


remained unſhaken |! 

Madame de Boulainvilliers, finding her 
arguments and ſolicitations equally ineffi- 
cacious, had recourſe to a ſtratagem, with 
a view to procraſtinate the execution of ſo 
raſh a ſtep, and avail herſelf of the inter- 

val, to wean me from my determination. 
She was acquainted with monaſtic regula- 


tions, and knew that a lady during her 
noviciate, going out of the convent on 
any pretence whatever, becomes thereby 
incapacitated: it terminates that mo- 


ment, and ſhe is obliged again to com- 


mence It, and continue the ſame time, be- 
fore ſhe is permitted to take the habit. I 


was not aware of this, and the Marchio- 
neſs availed herſelf of my ignoranee to 
execute her intentions. 


She prevailed on her huſband to go to 


the convent, and invite my ſiſter and me 


to dine with them at Montgeron. She 


deſired him to enforce her invitation, by 


repreſcnting that this would probably be 
the laſt opportunity they ſhould have of 


ſceing me, as the cſtate at Montgeron was 
to be diſpoſcd of, and that next year they 
ſhould be at another. He added, that 


there was a large party who wiſhed to ſce 


me before I took the veil, which finding 


me. 
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114 TE LIFE OP Tur 
me abſolutely bent upon, no further ſo- 
licitations ſhould be uſed to diffuade me. 
The Marquis had his-views in wiſhing 
me to return, and he executed his com- 
mithon with all the eloquence he was 
maſter of; but neither his perſuaſion, nor 
plaubbility, influenced my acceptance of 
this invitation. Deſirous to ſee my wor- 
thy mother, at whoſe inſtance I well knew 
the Marquis had viſited me; not without 
a with to take a laſt farewell of thoſe 
friends who exprefled their concern for 
my welfare, ant totally ignorant of what 
was in agitation, I determined, with my 
ſiſter, to accompany the Marquis to 
Montgeron. + 
When we arrived, a large company af 
both ſexes were aſſembled. The Marchi- 
_ oneſs and her daughters, doubtful of the 
ſucceſs of the Marquis's application, ap- 
peared particularly pleaſed to fee us. My 
health being now almoſt reſtored, my 
uſual vivacity returned with it; I felt the 
Joys of the ſocial circle in which I was en- 
gaged; the converſation was various and 
entertaining, and the hours glided rapidly 
away: at length I bethought myſelf that 
it was time to return to the convent, and 
ſignified my wiſh to depart. The com- 
pany were unanimous in their with for 
my continuance; from perſuaſions*they 
condeſcended to uſe intreaties, but my 
reſolution 
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reſolution {till remaining inflexible, Ma- 
dame de Boulainvilliers informed me, in 
a tone blended with the kindneſs of friend- 
ſhip, that ſhe could by no means permit 
me to depart, and that orders had been 
given that the carriage ſhould: not be pre- 
pared. In conſequence of this, finding it 
_ equally rude and ineffcacious to perſiſt, 
I made a merit of neceſſity, and con- 
ſented to ſtay. 

Pay after day paſſed: on in the ſame 
manner. My worthy mother, whoſe fo- 
ciety I was moſt fond of, made uſe of 
every means in her power to wean me 
from my reſolution : every one ſtrove to 
give me the moſt engaging picture of ſo- 
cial felicity, and the pleaſures of the world, 
to which they. knew, from my diſpoktion, 
I was not inſenſible. 

During this time, the Marquis de Bou- 
lainvilliers took every opportunity of be- 
ing alone with me, under pretence of rea- 
foning me out of my predilection for the 
convent ; but, in fact, he was urging his 
own iniquitous ſuit. vs, 

In one of theſe viſits, hits the Mar- 
quis, under pretence of the pureſt friend- 
hip and paternal kindneſs, was preſſing 
my hand to his lips, the Marquis de 
Brancas and the Abbe Tacher entered the 
room. We were both confuſed, but our 
confufion proceeded from different mo- 
tives: the bluth of conſcious innocence 

coloured 
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coloured my cheek; the complexion of 


conſcious guilt ſtained that of the Mar- 


quis. 


I was ſo. peculiarly cnmllanced. that 


I had never dared to communicate any 
part of his conduct to my mother. I 
knew it would give her uneaſineſs, and 


that ſuch a communication would have 
been prequdicial to the intereſt of our fa- 


mily. Under this delicate predicament, I 


was obliged to endure—what 1 knew not 
_ how to remedy. 


The Marquis de Brancas and the Abbe 
Tacher well knew the diſpoſition of the 
Marquis de Boulainvilliers : they did not 
imagine that I gave him encouragement; 
their candour acquitted me both of im- 
_ propriety of conduct, and evil intentions; 
Neither their candour or their friendſhip 


could prevail againſt their judgment, 


which accuſed him of both. His impor- 


tunitics had before determined me to re- 
tire to a convent, I was delighted with 


the life IT led there. Improved by the in- 
ſtructions of the worthy Abbeſs, and 
charmed with the afſliduities of my com- 


panions, the Marquis, inſtead of prevail- 
ing on me to ſtay, increaſed, by his per- 
ſccutions, my inclination to depart. 


At the expiration of cight days, unable : 
to reſiſt my entreaties, the Marchioneſs 


conſented that I ſhould go, upon condi- 


tion that I would not perbit! in my reſolu- 


tion 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 117 
tion of taking the veil, but wait at leaſt 
till I was twenty-hve years of age. She 


expreſſed a wiſh that I ſhould change my 


convent, that I might be nearer the fa- 
mily, and pointed out the Abbe Koyal de 
Longchamps, about three leagues and 
an half from Paris, as the mot eligible 
ſituation. 


the leſs regret, as many of my compani- 


ons at the convent d'Hire having taken 


the veil, I ſhould be deprived of their ſo- 
clety”; and the loſs I ſhould ſuſtain on be- 


ing removed from the inſtruction of the 


good Abbeſs, would be counterpoiſed by 
the viſits and correſpondence of the Mar- 
chioneſs de Boulainvilliers. 


On the 20th of March, 1778, I removed 
to the Abbe Royal de Longchamps, Where 
1 was frequently viſited by the family ok 
Boulainvilliers and their friends. The 


Marquis came frequently in the morning, 


on horſeback : he was always admitted 


to viſit me; but theſe viſits, where love 


was always the topic, became at length ſo 
very e e added to the remarks of 


the penſioners in the ſame convent, to 


whom viſits from the other ſex were very 


unuſual, that I intreated the Abbeſs, who 
was friendly to mc, in general terms, not 
to ſuffer any gentleman to viſit me, on 
any pretence whatever. 

The Abbeſs complicd with my wiſhes, 
and the Marquis was denied admittance. 


I acceded to this propoſal with 


Enraged 5 
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118 rut LIFE or THE 
Enragedd at this repulſe, he had recourſe 
to threats, and ſaid, that neither my mo- 


ther, nor any of the family, or friends of 
the family, ſhould come to viſit me, nei- 


ther ſhould I ever come to the caſtle to 


viſit them at Paſly. This threat was not 
problematical : four months paſſed with- 
out ſeeing, -or hearing from any body. 1 
wrote often to my mother, but my letters 
were intercepted; and, as I afterwards 
learned, whenever the Marchioneſs pro- 
_ poſed paying me a vitit, the Marquis was 


ſure either to invite company, or remind 


her of an engagement. He remarked, by 


way of raifing her diſpleaſure, that we ne- 
ver wrote, though I had actually written 
ſeveral letters, and was greatly ſurprized 


at receiving no anſwer. Indeed, this con- 
duct appcarcd fingular in the convent, 
and occahioned a varicty of comments. 

At length Coquelin, his valet de cham- 
bre, the ſame perſon who formerly brought 
me the watch, called one day to ſee us. 


I charged him to deliver a letter, and re- 


preſent to the Marchionets how much the 


diſcontinuance of her viſits was regretted 


by my ſiſter and myſelf, and to inticat her 
to anſwer our letter. 
It is here neceſſary to remark, that the 


Marchioneſs, the moſt amiable of women, 


fulfilled all the duties of domeſtic life, in 
a mode almoſt beyond example : ſhe paid 


the moſt implicit obedience to her huf- 


band, 
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band, whoſe defigns did not elude her pe- 


netration, though ſhe had the e 
not to appear to ſee them. 
About the year 1774, the Marquis de 


 Boulainvilliers was attacked with a fiſtula. 
In the extremity of pain occaſioned by 
that dilorder, and in a fit of devotion, he 


made a religious vow, that if it ſhould 
pleaſe God to reſtore him to health, he 
would make a pilgrimage to St. Reme 8. 
to return thanks. 

It is neccllary to explain to the En oliſh 


reader, that in all Catholic countries 9 55 
1s very common. Some faint is ſuppoſed 
to preſide over every. ditorder, and re- 
_cciye the patients, who in all dangerous 


| caſes make offerings, and return thanks 


_ at the ſhrine of that faint, whoſe influence 
_ facilitated the cure. 


The Marquis's diforder was a fiſtula. 


St. Reme's, a female, is the tutelar ſaint. 


Her complexion is rather dark, from 
whence ſhe is probably called La Vierge 


Noir. She has a chapel appropriated to 
herſelf; her thrine is profuſely decorated, 


and the | is habited in the richeſt attire, 
finely embroidered and ornamented with 


pearls and precious ſtones. In one hand 


| the holds a roſary, and in the other a 
| lighted taper. Her figure is majeſtic, her 


- countenance engaging and ferene. Thoſe 


who proſtrate themſelves before her, al- 


ways bring oflerings, according to their 
eircum- 
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circumſtances, expreflive of their grati - 
_ tude for the favours they, through her in- 
terceſſion, have received. This ceremony 
fl continues nine days, from whence it 1s 
called Neuveunne it is performed every 
morning faſting; maſs is ſaid, and ſup- 
plications are made to this virgin ſaint to 
grant the ſupplicants every thing that may 
be beneficial to their intereſt. hs 
About this period the Marquis was pre- 
paring to fulhl his pious reſolution, when 
_ Coquelin brought me an anſwer from my 
worthy mother, acquainting me with the 
_ eircumſtance, and aſſuring me, at the 
fame time, that ſhe would ſend for us im- 
mediately after his departure. e 
What could have refreſhed his memory, 
and rouſed his religious compulſions, after 
having lain dormant tour years, lam at a 
loſs to determine, unleſs the returning 
ſymptoms of the ſame diſorder. 
Pleaſed with the anſwer of my mother, 
and delighted to think, whatever might 
have been the intentions of her huſhand, 
ſhe at leaſt had not forgot me, I waited | 
with impatience for the departure of the 
Marquis, which was not long after. 
The day ſubſequent to his departure, 
my good mother performed her promiſe, 
and ſent her coach to ſetch us. She re- 
'ceived-us, on our arrival, with all the 
tenderneſs of an affectionate parent, made 
us preſents of gowns, and entertained us 
very 
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very agrecably for three weeks, during the 
the time of the penitent's pilgrimage, till 
news arrived that the Marquis was on his 
return. On this intelligence we were 
preparing to depart, 

The Marquis arrived three 10 50 Aer 
his letter, and ſurprized us juſt as we were 
on the point of returning. Our worthy 


mother, perceiving his diſpleaſure, kindly 


undertook to ſettle all differences, and 
promote a reconciliation. She made uſe 
of every means to win over the Marquis to 
her purpoſe ; told him that we had wrote 
ſeveral letters, expreſſing a deſire to ſee him 
before his departure, and with him a good 
journey. This worthy lady interceded fo 
ſucceſsfully, that a temporary reconcilia- 
tion was effected, and ſhe obtained per- 
miſſion, with great difficulty, that we 
ſhould ſtay two days longer. 

The next morning the Marquis c came 
into my chamber, and renewed his odious 
ſolicitation ; but finding me ſtill impreg- 

nable to his attack, and giving him my 
uſual anſwers, he was quite exaſperated, 
and gave the Marchioneſs many trivial 

realons for our immediate departure; 
ſuch as, that the coach could: not be ſpared 
another day; that he expected company, 
who would have occaſion for our chamber. 
The affection of the Marchioneſs led her 
to make ſome remonſtrances, the reaſona- 
pleneſs of which being unable to contra- 
Vor. I. 0 act. 
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clict, he flew into a paſſion. Uneaſy at 
being the cauſe of this diſturbance, my 
anxiety was obvious, and noticed by all 
the family, but particularly by the wor- 
thy Marchioneſs and her daughters, who, 
on that account, treated me with parti- 
cular kindneſs. 

There was no alternative; expaltula- 
tions and entreatics were equally ineffec 
tual. We returned to the convent, where 
Iſtill felt the ſtrongeſt propenſity to take 
the veil. My companions were all friend- 
ly, and the Abbeſs a very worthy woman. 
] continued there, happily ſituated, till 
the death of the Abbeſs cauſed a conſider- 
able diminution in my felicity ; fot moſt. 
of the long-ſtanding penſioners, with 
whom I was in habits of familiarity, ſoon 
after her death quitted the convent. 

In the year 1778, Mademoiſelle de paſſy, 
the Marchioneſs's youngeſt daughter, upon 
the eve of being married to the Viſcount 
de Tonneres, required us to be preſent at 
the ceremony, and preſented us with very 

elegant drefles to appear on the occaſion. 
Ihe nuptials were folemnized in the 
church of Saint Euſtace, which was crowd 
ed by perſons of diſtinction of both ſexes. 
We were placed in the church on each 
| fide of Madame de Boulainvilliers, it being 
the cuſtom in France for adopted daugh- 
ters to be placed on each fide their mother 
during the ceremony. This eircumſtance 
occaſioned 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 123 
oecaſioned us to be particularly remark- 


ed, and we became afterwards the ſub- 


ject of much converſation; fome obſerv- 
ing, from the countenance and protecti- 
on we experienced, that we ſhould have 
fortunes equal to the dignity of our birth, 
and (thanks to Mademoiſelle de Paly's 
elegant preſent) the brilliance of « our * 
pearance. | 
Mionſieur de Fort de Beaufort, who had 
been the means of bringing about th: 
match between the Viſcount de Tonneres 
and Mademoiſelle de Paſſy, a gentleman 
who was naturally fond of negociations of 
this nature, came ſoon after to the Mar- 
quis and Marchioneſs de Boulainvilliers, 
deputed by a young gentleman who was 
reported to have been a natural ſon of 
Louis the Fifteenth. His name I do not 
recollect, but his mother was a German 
Baroness, of the name of Kinkelle, and ſpent 
the remainder of her life in a convent. I 
recollect once having feen this gentleman 
at the opera: he was aboutvne and twen- 
ty years of age, and appeared to be very 
elegant and accompliſhed. 
The ſubſtance of this propoſal was, thae 
as Mademoiſelle Valois was without for- 
tune, Madame de Boulainvilliers mould 
exert her influence at court to obtain for 
him a licutenancy in caſe he ſhould ma- 
ry her. This accompliſhed, and his in- 
tereſt Hrengrhened by his connection with 
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the family of Boulainvilliers, he would 
make vigorous efforts to recover the po- 


ſeſſions of my anceſtors. It is . doubtleſs 
_ unneceſſary to hint, even to the Englith 
reader, that, by the civil Jaw which pre- 
vails upon the continent, contracts of 
marriage are frequently made between the 5 
parents or guardians, without the children 


having any knowledge of the tranſaction. 
Monſieur de Fort de Beaufort had per- 
miſſion of the Marchioneſs to ſpeak to me 
of this eircumſtance, in her preſence. 


He availed himſelf of this permiſhon, and 
afked me if I ſhould have any objection 


to this young gentleman for an huſband. 


Upon my exprethng no great diſinclina- 


tion to the propoſal, my worthy mother 


withed to put every thing in à train for 
completion, and to avoid gxpence, pro- 
poſed that the wedding ſhould be kept at 
the caſtle at Paſſy; but my good friend 


the Marquis, ever ready to marr the bene- 


volent intentions of of the Marchloneſs, 
ever anxious to thwart the deſigns of 


thoſe who wiſhed to render me * 
would hear nothing of this propoſition, 


and declared that he did not chuſe to con- 


cern himſelf with the matter. In conſe- 


quence of ſuch a declaration, neither this, 


nor any future propoſal, took effect, dur- 


ing my continuance at his houſe. 


Madame de Boulainvilliers exprefſed 
much regtet on this occaſion, but endea- 
voured 
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voured to confole me. © Marriage, my 


dear child,” ſaid that worthy mother, 


N perhaps not ſo very eligible as your 
youthful imagination may ſuggeſt: but 
you ſee I am not to blame in this bufineſs, 
which I have not been backward 1n pro- 
moting, becauſe I found it agrecable to 
your wiſhes. Don't make yourſelf uneaſy 
under this difappointment. Conkider, 
when you marry, you ſuhject yourſelf to 
a maſter! Were I, my dear, in your ſitu- 
ation, J would not chink of changing my 
name.“ 

„For theſe very reaſons, my dear mo- 


ther,” replied J, which you have juſt. 
given me, I conceived: an inclination to 
| fake the veil, hoping in a fe years after 


to be made an Abbels, by which means I 
might enjoy the pleaſures of ſociety, and 
preſerve my name,” adding, © that I now 
only waited the conſent of my dear mo- 
ther to commence a religieuſe.” The Mar- 
chioneſs, finding me {till preſs my requeſt, 


changed the converſation, and tpoke no 


more to me on the ſubject of marriage. 
About fix weeks aſter we returned to 
our convent, which did not appear ſo 
agrecable as before. 
to wear a new face ; all was dull, infipid, 
and taſteleſs; from mixing with the gay 
circles of Paris, amidſt the continued 


round of diverſions, in the elegancies of 


Politer life, ill could J reconcile myſelf to 


the. 


” 


Every thing ſeemed 
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the chearleſs gloom of a convent. I ex- 


perienced a change which I know not how 
to expreſs: my heart panted for the 


 feenes I had quitted: Whirled in the 
vortex of diſſipation, for a moment I for- 
got my reſolution of taking the veil. 


A few weeks reconciled me. The 


tumultuous ideas which filled my boſom, 


at my firſt return to the convent, began 
to fublide. I faw the luxury of the me- 
tropolis, and the buſtle of the great world, 
through their proper medium. My com- 
panions were anxious, by their afhduitics, 
to difipate my melancholy; —_— ſuc- 


cceded, and my peace returned. 


The family of Boulainvilliers was now 
frequently at Paris, and launching out 


into all the luxury of perſons of diſtinc- 
tion. We had the mortification to feel 
the inadequacy of our penſion to partake 


with the young ladies in their faſhionable 
amuſements; and after a ſhort viſit to 
baſſy, my mother ſtrongly oppoſing my 
inclinations of taking the veil, I was in- 


duced to liſten to a propoſal made by my 


ſiſter, of retiring to a convent at Bar ſur 


Aube, where our penſion would be Juſt 
ſufficient to ſupport us. 


After having taken a dutiful farewell of - 


our dear and honoured mother, and bid- 


ding a. reſpectful adieu to thoſe friends 


whoſe attention challenged our gratitude, 


friends whom we e could not leave without 
regret, 
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regret, we were conducted by Monſteur 
Denis and his wife, (who, during our ſix 
weeks viſit on the marriage of Mademoi- 
ſelle de Pafly, ſhewed us many civilities) 
to Nogen, from whence we took a place 
in the diligence, which conveyed us 
directly to Bar ſur Aube, where we enter- 
ed a convent belonging to the Benedictine 
order. 

Here we received many viſitors in the 
neighbourhood, who came to pay their 
compliments. They made entertain- 
ments on our account, and ſeemed to ex 
preſs their joy at ſeeing us, by the elegant 

variety of amuſements they prepared to 
welcome our arrival. Since they had 
heard of our reception at court, and of 
our connection with the Marchioneſs de 
Boulainvilliers, to whom we gratefully at- 
tributed the ſplendour of that reception, 
all ſeemed to vie with each other who 
ſhould pay us the greateſt attention. We 
were even ſolicited by many to reſide in 
their houſes, that we might more commo- 
dioufly enjoy the entertainments prepared 
for us, which were, in fact, as far as the 
country would permit, one continued 
round of diverſion. 

In the midſt of the houſe of merriment, 
I was not inactive to the cries of the op- 
preſſed. The Counteſs de Ligneville, de- 

trained by letter de cachet, had been cru- 
_elly treated by thoſe religious, who ſhould, 
from 
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from the mild dictates of chriſtianity, 


have learned a better leflon than that of 
perſecution. I remembered that I myſelf 


had been once expoſed to the outrage of 
calamity, the ſport of every blaſt. I had 


been myſelf the victim of oppreſſion; and 


adverſity tends to meliorate the heart. I 
reſolved to intereſt myſelf in her favour, 
{ had not been more than eight days in 


the cloiſter, before I faw how much this 
unfortunate lady was opprefled. She had 
written to her friends, who had been as 
_unfeeling as the religious; and the neglect 


of thoſe who ſhould protect her, inſtead 


of .inclining them to the kinder offices of 


conſolation, which religion dictates, was 
a ſanction for continuing their oppreſſion. 


Her fituation demanded my compaſlion, | 


and I gave full and explicit information 


of their conduct to her female relations. 


To the Counteſs de Buſloit, her couſin, 
whom TI had very often the honour of ſee- 


ing at Paris, the Duc de Deux Ponds, and 


her brother the Count de Ligneville, I 


wrote a very clear and uncxaggerated 


ſtatement of the Counteſs's grievances, 
conjuring them to intereſt themſelves in 
procuring her redreſs with all poſhble ex- 
pedition ; and they did me the honour to 


anſwer me immediately, aſſuring me that 


there ſhould be an alteration. 
About a fortnight after, the Counteſs de | 


lägneville was ſent back to Ligny, in 


Lorraine, 


COUNTESS" DE LA Mor TE. 129 


Lorraine, to a convent of the Auguſtines, 


where ſhe was treated with much greater 
lenity, and had liberty to go out to any 
part within the confines of the town. I 
have had the pleaſure of ſeeing her ſev eral 


times fince, and ſhe has expreſſed her 


thanks for the favours ſhe received, which. 
ſhe gratefully attributed to my Ge” 


ceſſion. 


Madame de Beniaitivillierd 1 from 


her rank, had a very extenſive acquaint- 


ance, . had given us letters of recommen- 
dation, through which we were univerſal- 
ly well received. Among thoſe with whom 
we were more particularly intimate, was 


Madame Clauſſe de Suremont, aunt to 


Monſieur de la Motte, of whom hereafter. 


I ſhall have much to ſay. This lady, by 


her infinuating addreſs and amiable man- 
ners, ſoon ſound means to give us a diſ- 
guſt to the convent : in ſhort, ſhe enticed 
us away to board at her houſe, where we 
were very elegantly entertained at four ' 
hundred livres per annum. 
In ſmall towns, inhabited by a few la- 


milies, who think themſelves equal, if not 
ſuperior to their neighbours, envy is not 


uncommon, and ſcaridal too frequently 
predominant.— To illuſtrate this aftertion, 
1 muſt obſerve, that many of thoſe ho 


viſited us at our convent, now ſuddenly 


declined their viſits. Diſpleaſed at our 
rejecting their ſolicitations, and giving 
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the preference to Madame de Suremont, 


they whiſpered their ſurprize that we 


thould reject ſo many offers of elegant 


houſes and better accommodations, and 
at length take up our reſidence in, what 
they were pleaſed to term, the worſt — 
When we went to the aſſemblies, which 
were indeed very frequent at Bar ſur Aube, 


where, though but thinly inhabited, every 


family vied with each other in luxury and 


_diffipation, ſcandal was buſy with whiſ- 


pers, and they ſeemed to drop their pri- 


vate diſſentions, delighting in any ridicule 


againſt Madame de Suremont, my ſiſter, 


and myſelf. 


Madame de Suremont ſaw their beha- 
viour, and took occahon to remark, that, 
far from being chagrined, ſhe was ſenſible 
they paid her a compliment. She treat- 
ed us with particular complaiſance, anti- 
cipated all our wiſhes, and accommodat- 
ed us with every thing we had occafion 
for. Being a woman of ſpirit, and fond 
of amuſements, ſhe ſpared no expence at 
her entertainments, over which ſhe did 
us the honour to. appoint us preſidents; 
and the young people in the neighbour- 
hood expreſſed their ſatisfaction by a nu- 
merous and conſtant attendance. _ 

Some time after, we paid our reſpects. 
to the Biſhop of Langres, where we con- 
tinued only a few days, but were treated 
with the greateſt cordiality and the utmoſt 

Dae 
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politeneſs. From thence we viſited the 
Baroneſs de Pontcher, to whom we were 
recommended by our friend Madame de 
Chabert: here we were not received with 


that politeneſs we expected, which the ex- 
treme age of the Baroneſs, then almoſt an 


hundred years old, and the ſubſequent 
apology for her conduct, ſufficiently ex- 
euſed. The company were at dinner 
v-hen we entered; but the Baroneſs ne- 
flecting even to alk us to be ſeated, we 


immediately ſet off from de Chaſhe, their 
villa, to the Counteſs de Vilbertin's, about 


eight leagues diſtant. We arrived about 


fix o'clock in the evening, and the polite- 


neſs of that lady's reception made ample 


amends for the diſappointment we cx 


perienced in the former. 


After paſſing a werk at the Counteſs te 


Vilbertin' s, we returned to Bar ſur Aube, 
where we recommenced our uſual diver 
ſions. Amongſt many other ſpecies of 
amuſement, we frequently performed co- 


medies, in one of which I engaged to take 
@ part. The evening appointed for the 
repreſentation of this play approaching, 
it became necellary that | ſhould boſe no 


time in preparation. M. de la Motte, an 


officer in the Gens d' Armes, and nephew 


of Madame de Suremont, being on a 


viſit to Bar ſur Aube, acquired great repu- 


tation. for his performances, and became 


remarked for his a{hduity and attention 
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to pleaſe. The part of a valet was aſſign- 
ed to him, and that of a waiting-maid to 
Fe; we divided the applauſe of the com- 
pany, for having, as they were pleaſed to 
expreſs, ſuſtained our characters with ſo 
much propriety. This encouragement 
excited my partiality for a diverſion to 
which J had already a predilection, and 
in which M. de la Motte alſo played 
great talte. 

From the moment of our firſt inter- 
view, -M. de la Motte paid me very par-. 
_ ticular and pointed attenhon : he eagerly 
ſeized every opportunity of ſhewing me. 
how folicitous he was to pleaſe : his com- 
pliments were not glaring, but of that 
delicate nature which could only proceed 
from the genuine dictates of an honeſt 
heart. Elegant in perſon and manners, 
inſinuating in addreſs, the honourable in- 
tentions which he manifeſted could not 
prove difagreeable to me: I liſtened, and 
what is, I believe, generally the conſe- 
quence where any of our ſex liſten to the 
perſuaſions of youth, elegance, and ac- 
compliſhments in the other, was not at a 
enen diſtance from loving him. 

At length mutual attention and 
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mutual affection. The obſervations of the 


men on this ſubject, however they might 
be pleafing to M. de la Motte, I ſhall not 
repeat, but content apfel with obſerving, 
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his ſuit. 


M. de la Motte. 
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that ſome of the women regarded me as 


an object of envy. 
Madame de Suremont perceived the 


growing attachment of her nephew, and 
afforded him every opportunity of urging 
She frequently left us together 


when the company were gone, engaging 


M. de la Motte to remain and write out 


my parts, and give me inſtructions in 
acting them. 


Young and inexperienced, let me anti- 
_ cipate the objects of prudery, and ob- 
Was it con- 


viate them by my replies. 
ſiſtent with the delicacy of the female 


character, that I ſhould permit a young 
man to be alone with me, at ſuch hours, 
and upon ſuch pretences ? At that period, 
unconicious of guilt, I was conſequently 
unacquainted with fear. 


with the pleaſure it received from his con- 


verſation, taught me to believe that I was 
not acting wrong; and that Madame de 
Suremont would not have permitted theſe 
interviews, if ſhe had thought otherwiſe. 

1 will ingenuoully confeſs, that I loved 
He poſſeſſed a fincerity | 
of heart ſeldom to be found, but in the 
country, blended with thoſe poliſhed man- 
ners which are not often excelled in the 
metropolis. 
of rendering himſelf agreeable, and I had 


He ſeized every opportunity 


every reafon to ſuppoſe he entertained fa- 


vourable ſentiments for me, at leaſt I 
1 wiſhed 


My heart, filled 
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wiſhed ſo; and the gradation is ſo natu- 
ral, that it will not appear ſtrange it I be-. 


lieved it. 


M. de la Motte, I had remarked for 
ſome days, appeared thoughtful and me- 


lancholy; but, as he had never commu- 
micated to me the cauſe, though I was un- 
eaſy at the effect of it, I forbore to make 


enquiry. He adviſed me to go to Paris to 
ſee my brother, and to make known his 


pretenſions to the Marchionęſs, my wor- 
thy mother, and endeavour to obtain her 
conſent to our union. Fearful that break- 

ing this matter ſuddenly to the Marchi-. 
_oneſs, aftzr having carried it on fo far 
without her knowledge, might give her 
offence, I hefitated ſome time ere I could 
form a reſolution to acquaint her; but, 


truſting to her goodneſs, l at length yield- 
ed to his arguments in favour of a deter- 
mination, which was alſo conſonant to 
the dictates of my on heart. 15 
When I had refolved on a journey to- 
Paris, which highly gratified M. de la. 
Motte, I left him to write a letter to Ma- 
dame de Boulainvilliers and my brother, 
informing the Marchioneſs, that having: 


heard of my brother's arrival, and anxi- 


ous to fee him, I ſhould be at Paris the 
Saturday. following, by eight oclock.. 


The interval was occupied by M. de la | 
Motte in giving me directions for my be- 


haviour, and earncitly pretiang, me toTe-- 
turn. 
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turn as ſoon as poſſible, and complete 


his happineſs by the celebration of the 
nuptials. 

Not a ſingle perſon in the bouſe, not 
even my filter, was acquainted with what 


was in agitation. The attentions of M. 


de la Motte had-long been obſerved, and 
our marriage was  Whilpered o as a con- 
F e of: 

On the Wedneſday following, about 
three in the morning, I ſet off in the di- 
ligence, and after a very tedious and diſ- 


_ agreeable journey, over roads which at 


once prove the neglect of the government 


and the patience of the people, I arrived 
near Paris, and found Julia, the Marchi- 
oneſs's firſt woman, waiting with a coach 


at the gate de Saint Antoine. I was not a 


little pleaſed at being ſo near the end of 
my journey, and felt no regret at quitting 
my difagreeable vehicle, for one which 


conveyed me to the Hotel de Boulainvil- 
Ress. 5 


J was impatient to ſee my brother, but 


I was diſappointed ; he had received or- 


ders to join his department at Breſt. , This 


intelligence Julia did not give me, and 


probably ſhe had. received injunctiqns 


from the Marchioneſs to conceal it. 
Madame de Boulainvilliers received me 


with that cordiality and affection with 


which the tendereſt of mothers would re- 


ceive | 
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ceive her daughter, after a long abſence. 


She told me, that my brother would not 
have written to inform me of his arrival, 


it it could have been foreſeen how ſoon 
he was to depart. This information gave 
me much uneaſineſs, which Madame de 
Boulainvilliers, who ſeemed delighted to 


ſee me, uſed every aſſiduity to diflipate. 
How different was the reception of this 


amiable mother to that of her huſband! 
The Marquis. de Boulainvilliers, whom I 
ſaw but a ſhort time, received me with 
coldneſs and inditterence ; but this was 
entirely obliterated by the kindneſs and 
condeſcenſion of the Marchioneſs. 

The evening was occupied by many 


queſtions which the Marchioneſs de Bou- 
lainvilliers aſked me relative to Bar ſur 
Aube, concerning our reception, and the 


diverſions and entertainments of the place. 


I took advantage of this opportunity to- 


mention the comedy. | perceived, from: 
her winking at Madame de Tonneres, her 
daughter, that the had had tome private 


_ correſpondent in that place, who had in- 


formed her of more than I knew, and that 
the information I gave them was by no- 


means novel. This did not a little ſur- 


prize me. 
A day or two after they reſumed:this to- 


pie, and Madame de Tonneres aſked: me 


what was the character which I played. 


I told her that of a waiting maid. She 
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ſeemed ſurprized that I ſhould chuſe a 


part like that, when there were many 
others for which IT was much better adapt- 
cd. © But who,” faid Madame de Bou- 


lainvilliers, “ was the young man who 


played the part of Jaſmin * Is he a young 
man ? Pray how old is he?” I could not 
well comprehend the drift of theſe queſ- 
tions, which, nevertheleſs, I found my- 
ſelf conſtrained to anſwer. © He is a 


young gentleman,” replied I, © who has 


73 


a commiſſion in the Gens d'Armes;” and 


gave them information reſpecting his fa- 
mily. And what do you think of him?“ 


„That he has a pleaſing addreſs, is much 
of a gentleman, and has received a very 
good education; underſtands muſic, dances 


to perfection; every body gives him the 
character of being a very accompliſhed 
young man, and that he played his cha- 


racter like an experienced actor.“ Per- 
ceiving me warm in my encomiums, the 


Marchioneſs ſmiled. Her daughter ob- 


ſerved it, and they exchanged tome very 


ſignificant glances with each other. Ma- 


dame de Boulainvilliers reſumed her queſ- 
tions. Pray, my dear, - ſaid the, 


„ who wrote your parts, and rehearſed 


with Wu Monſicur de la Motte! my 
dear mamma,” replied I.—They then 


_ ceaſed to queſtion me any more, that 


days concerning Monheur de la Motte; 


and, 


ſieur de la Motte. 
well bred” interrupted the Marchionels ; 


138 THE LIFE dr THE 


and, to avoid giving me any ſuſpicions» 
changed the ſubject of the converſation. 


Madame de Boulainvilliers defired the 
works of Racine to be brought, from 
which the aiked me to recite ſome paſlages 
apparently to judge of the manner in 


which I played them, but in fact to in- 


troduce an occaſion of ſpeaking of Mon- 
And ſo he is very 


„ Monfieur de la Motte is very accom- 
pliſhed ?” « Yes my dear mamma.” Then 


is he not, interrogated ſhe, badly calcu- 


lated for the part of Jaſmin?” „ It may 


not be perhaps perfectly conſonant to his 
_ addreſs, nevertheleſs he filled it extremely 

well.” © Does he often engage you to 
dance with him?” „He never, my dear 
mamma, replied I, dances without me. 

Madame de Tonneres, with whom I was 


frequently left alone, examined me yet 
more cloſely than Madame de Boulain- 
villiers; the age of the former lady being 
nearer to mine, gave her an opportunity 


of prying much cloſer into my affairs. 

„What (ſaid ſhe in a tone of raillery) 
dlid this preſumptuous wretch ever afpire 
to be your huſband ?”” “ Oh, yes! he pro- 
poſed demanding me in marriage by his 
mother, at the ſame time informing me of 

his fortune and expectancies.” 


And what 
anſwer did you make, my dear? “ That 
1 would beg Madame de Boulainvilliers | 


to 


F 
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to give her conſent, replied I.” But did 
you make him no promiſes of your own | 
accord? and are you really partial to 


bim? 1 anſwered theſe queſtions in the 

affirmative.” 
plied the) fron your approbation, I will 
believe him worthy of your love.” 


Then do me the favour (replied TI) to re- 


preſent my affection to my dear mother, 


at ſome convenient opportunity, when 1 


am not preſent, and you may, if you 
pleaſe, inform her, at the ſame time, 
that Monfieur de la Luzerne, biſhop of 


Langres, can give her every information 


of the family, with which he is well ac- 


quainted, and indeed is requeſted by the 
mother of Monheur de la Motte to de- 


mand me in marriage. 
It muſt be obſerved, that! bad wrote to 
that reverend prelate, intreating him to 


make uſe of his intereſt with the Marchi- 


oneſs, and a lady of my acquaintance 


had adviſed me to repoſe in him the great- 


eſt confidence, that he might have it in 


his power to argue cloſely. with Madame 


de Boulainvilliers. I indeed had often 


thought of the propriety of this meaſure, 
and had as often deferred it, till at length 


1 thought it beſt. to determine by the ad- 
vice of a female friend, who, not imme- 
diately intereſted, could give me the beſt 


directions. Madame de Tonneres kindly 
undertook my cauſe with the Marchio- 


neſs, 


Well then, my dear, (re- 
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neſs, who having my happineſs at heart; 
wiſhed me, in a matter which could but 
once be relolved on, to take time for de- 
liberation. 


« Be not, my dear (faid that amiable 
and ſenſible lady) in love with a man 


merely becauſe in the ſame play he has 


performed the part of a lover; perhaps 


your imagination has heen warmed by 


the character Ag played in concert. 


Ah, my dear child! abſence is the touch- 


ſtone of true love ; ſuffer this young man 


to leave the country, examine your ſen- 


timents, and weigh them well; ſeparation 


may perhaps efface your partiality, but 
if you find your affections abſolutely en- 


gaged, aflure yourſelf that I ſhall! be the 


laſt perſon to oppoſe your happineſs, if 


happineſs can be found in the marriage 
ſtate; but put your lover to the teſt; 
conſider if he has no eſſential dz fect 


which the blindneſs of paſſion my have 


overlooked. 


Thus did this tender and affertionate 
mother, who probably felt herſelf that 
marriage was not the happieſt ſtate 
in the world, though ſhe had the pru- 
dence to conceal it, endeavour by ar- 
guments, clothed in accents of maternal 
tenderneſs, to perſuade me to deliberate 


well before 1 entered into an engage- 
ment, the moſt ſolemn, the moſt import- 


ant; an engagement which conſtitutes 


either 


a 
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either the joys of heaven, or the keeneft 


tortures of the infernal world. 
Though Madame de Boulainvilliers, 
ſeemed rather to diſſuade me from my 


purpoſe than conſent to its accompliſh- 
ment, ſhe nevertheleſs conlented to write 


to the Biſhop of Langres, who the very 


next evening paid her a vifit; that lady 


was pleaſed with the opportunity of form- 


ing an acquaintance with a man of ſuch. 


abilities and merit. As ſoon as he ar- 


rived I made my obedience and retired, 
leaving him and the Marchioneſs to their 
private conference. 


1 was in no ſmall degree of anxiety to 
learn the reſult of a negotiation to me of 


ſuch importance, yet was at a loſs of 


whom to inquire. The next morning J 


was relieved from ſuſpence, and received 
a letter from the reverend prelate inform 
ing me of their converſation the evening 
betore ; ; he gave me ſome hopes of obtain 
ing the conſent of the Na e - as to 
the Marquis he declared that he would 


have nothing to do in making marriages, 
that he ſhould not trouble himſelf in giv- 


ing any advice, but that he thought Miſs 
Valois was a giddy young girl; he never 
mentioned the ſubject to them again, but 
he paſſed his jokes on me, ſaying, with a 
incer, © Don't 4 855 my conſent, for 1 


call! never give tt. 


Madame 
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Madame de Boulainvilliers engaged me 
to continue with her a month, but being 


anxious to return, I pleaded in favour ot 
my departure the moſt effectual excule to 


a lady of her religious ſentiments, that 1 


was conſtrained on the laſt day of Eaſter 


to take the communion at Bar ſur Aube. 
Madame de Boulainvilliers ftignihed her 
ſhe took me to the Tene- 


approbation ; 
bræ of Longchamps to the Concerto Spiritu— 


ale, and to every other place where ſhe 


thought I might be amuſed; after many 


maternal admonitions ſhe bid me an affec- 
tionate adieu, and preſented me with 


twelve louis to pay my EXpences on the 


road. 


My reluctance at parting with my af. 
fectionate mother, was increaſed by the 


Marchioneſs, which, though the expreſs 


object of my journey, I could not conſiſt- 
cntly with delicacy or duty, preſs any far- 
ther, leſt T thould appear too precipitately 
to reject her prudent advice. and incur, 


in her opinion alſo, the imputation ef gid- 


dinefſs. ‚ 
My return to Bar fur Aube was much 


mortification of not ſeeing my brother, 
and returning without the conſent of the 


more agrecable than my journey to Paris. 


la Motte, to apprize them of my arrival, 


{ur Aube, at a beautiful feat, the reſidence 


J had written to my filter and Monſieur de 


who met me about two leagues from Bar 


oY 


YI 
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of Monf. de la Motte's mother. That 
Gentleman had advanced on horſeback as 
far as Vendhurſt, a ſmall village about 
three leagues from Bar ſur Aube. 


The news of my departure, and the in- 
tent of my journey had tranſpired, and 


extended to the village; every one ſpoke 
of my marriage- with Monf. de la Motte. 
It was wh iſpercd that Mademoiſelle de Va- 


Jois was returned with the conſent of her 
brother and Madame de Boulainvilliers, 
to folemnize this marriage; all received 
me with as much pleaſure as if inſtead of 


a week, I had been abſent a year. 
Monheur de La Motte received me with 
the moiſt heartfelt ſatisſaction, but his 
countenance ſeemed to ſpeak a degree of 
anxiety ; his pleaſure was damped by a 


feartul anticipation of juturity : he feared 


that it was the intention of Madame de 


Boulainvilliers to have married me to ſome 


other huſband, and trembled for the fuc- 
ceſs of my embally ; he read in my coun- 


tenance that all was not as it ſhould be, 
while the words which dropt from Madame 
de Boulainvilliers made me doubttul whe- 


ther I ſhould be able to obtain her conſcnt. 
The uncaſineſs which on this account over- 


ſpread my countenance, was 1ntelligi- 


ple only to Monſieur de la Motte, by 
hoſe advice, and to obviate every objec- 
tion, 1 was [prevailed upon to take the 

only 
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only ſtep prudence dictated in ſo delicate 
and embarraſſing a circumſtance. - 
My pen was the inſtrument by which I 
_ diſcloſed a ſecret my. timidity could never 
ſuffer my tongue to diſcover; I immedi- 
ately wrote to Madame de Boulanvilliers 
three ſucceeding letters, intreating her to 
compaſſionate my diſtreſs, and to let her 
_ conſent grace our union. I alſo wrote to 
the Biſhop of Langres, intreating that 
worthy Prelate, who before had done me 
{ignal ſervice to intercede with the Mar- 
chioneſs in my behalf. | 

The intercethon of the Biſhop I was con- 
fdent would have its due weight, which, 
added to the ſenfibility of my worthy mo- 
ther, who I hoped would coincide with 
what could not be altered, at length pro- 
duced that conſent ſo ellential to my fu- 
ture happineſs. 

My applications took up ſome time, and 
the interval between them and their ſuc- 
ceſs was to me a ſituation of ſo much an- 
guiſh of mind, that I find language as in- 
dequate to convey any idea of, as I to 
deſeribe the joy I felt on being relieved 
irom ſuch anxiety. I had no confidant, 


my uneaſineis was unknown to my iter, 
nay I concealed it from M. de la Motte. 
The approbation of Madame de Boulain- 
villiers having now given a ſanction to 
our proceedings, an early day was ap- 
pointed by the advice of the friends of M. 
| de 
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de la Motte for the celebration of the 
nuptials. 

Monſieur de Boulainvilliers having re- 
fuſed to be my guardian, we appointed 
Monſieur Arminot, Lord of Bouchemin, 
my couſin, to ſtand in his place, and I 
was married, according to the cuſtom of 
that province, at midnight; the church 
was much crowded ; my poor ſiſter was 
tar from congratulating me on this occa- 
Hon, as ſhe had imbibed a ſtrange preten- 

timent that my marriage would not prove 
an happy one. 
The day after our marriage, a grand 
| dinner was given by Madame de Sure- 
mont. The entertainment was protuſely 
clegant. There were two tables, one in 
the anti-chamber, and the other in the 
dining-room. Every apartment was open, 
and very ſoon crowded : the health of the 
bride was an apology for drinking wine as 
though it had been water. When they 
quitted the table, all were defirous to ſa- 
Jute and wiſh me joy. The remainder of 
the day was ſpent in dancing. 
The banns of marriage had been pub- 
liſhed at Fontette, which made the pea- 
ſants of that place curious to know the 
day. They came in great numbers to 
| 1 fur Aube, with an intention of ſeeing 
the ceremony, and remained there ſome 


days. Among theſe there came two men 


and a woman, who begged permiſſion of 
Vor. FT H Madame 
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Madame de Suremont to fee Monſieur and 
Madame de la Motte. On her interro- 
gating them who they were, they replied, 
they came from Fontette,——* And 
we are people whom Madame de Valois, 
who is lately married, if ſhe knew we 
were here, would receive well.” Being 
informed of this circumſtance, I went to 
receive them, and found they were two 
brothers and a ſiſter, on my mother's fide, 
by ſecond marriage. I received them cor- 
dially : they reprobated much the con- 
duct of their faſter, who they ſaid had be- 
haved unworthily. “ But, Madame, you 
will, notwithitanding, do us the honour 
of ſpeaking to us — How does Mademoi- 
ſelle de Saint Remy, your ſiſter? We have 
no other view in coming to ſce you, than 
to be honoured with the name of relation, 
though we confeſs ourſelves unworthy of 
that honour. We know what our ſiſter 
made you ſuffer, when in this country 
ſome years ago, but ſhe was aſhamed to 
come again to Fontette; ſhe knew ſhe 
would meet the reproach ſhe merited, for 
cruelty to her children. Suffer us, Ma- 
dam, notwithſtanding, to ſalute you, and 
wiſh you joy, on the preſent occation.'— 
They did ſo, and departed, pleated with 
their reception. 

Soon after another veafant; a very 
comely young man, came to Madame de 
Suremont, and enquired bluntly for Ma- 
demoiſelle 
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demoiſelle Filliette, a name by which my 
ſiſter had been formerly known in the 
country. I know no ſuch perſon, re- 
plied ſhe. « What do you mean by Ma- 
demoiſelle Filliette?“' Why, Madame,” 
replicd the clown, © the fiſter of Made- 
moiſelle de St. Remy, who i is juſt married. 


Pleaſe to tell her that I am Colas, of Fon- 


tette ; ſhe will recollect me.“ 


Madame de Suremont communicated 


this to my ſiſter, who, out of compaſſion 
to the unfortunate ruſtic, refuſed to ſce 
him, left ſuch an interview ſhould make 
him more unhappy. Durand, indeed, to 
detain my fifter in the country, had pro- 
miſed her in marriage to this peaſant, 
whoſe appearance was greatly in his fa- 
vour ; but ſhe had never conſented to this 
propoſal, nor given him any cncourage- 
ment. The repetition of her birth by the 


people in the neighbourhood, as ! have 


_ before mentioned, had kindled in the bo- 
ſom of Marianne hopes of an alliance 
more conſonant to her ideas, more con- 
ſiſtent with her birth. Far from deſpiſing 
this poor creature, ſhe wiſhed to avoid 


giving him pain. She begged me to ſpeak 


to him: I did ſo. „ Good day, my dear 
friend! What are your commands with 
my faſter ?” I wiſh, Madame,” replied 
he, to have the honour of paying my re- 
ſpects to her. She is of the ſame age; we 


45 ſtood ſponſors together; and Mon- 
H 2 „ eur 
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ſieur Durand, her god-father, has pro- 
miſed me that 1 ſhall marry her. Bur 


1 her fortune is changed; ſhe is now M- | 
1 demoiſelle de Valois; and I am not quite 
1 ſuch a fool to think that ſhe will have me N 

for her huſband, as ſhe is deſcended from | 


the blood royal: but I wiſh to have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing her in her fine cloaths 
tor I am ſure,“ continued he, burſting in- 
to tears, “ ſhe is very handſome!” ——] | 
could not help ſhedding a tear of pity for 
this honeſt ruſtic, and admiring the ge- 
nuine ſimplicity of nature. His grief, 
however, was not to be alleviated : the 
preſence of my ſiſter would but have in- 
creaſed his miſery ; at leaſt ſhe thought 
fo, and could not be prevailed upon to 
ſee him. Finding himſelf without hope, 
he went home again, murmuring at what 4 
he termed the falſe-heartedneſs of his miſ- 
e 9 
Soon after, I accompanied. my ſiſter to 
Fontette, where, it being Sunday, we went 
to maſs. All the peaſants, at our en- 
trance, roſe from their ſeats, and deſired 
that the Curate ſhould do us honour, as 
the children of the Baron de St. Remy, 
their lord. We received the holy water 
in the ſeat of the Lord, the conſecrated 
bread, and aſterwards the maſs; the bells 
were rung, and every one teſtified their 
joy on our arrival. They crowded about 
the houſe WROTE | we were: we ordered 
them 
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them fix livres apiece, for which they teſ-— 
tified their gratitude by drinking our ö 
healths, and the health of the Baron Saint. 1 
Remy de Valois, and his ſafe return. 
They then conducted me to the manhon 
of my anceſtors, and round the grounds 


_ of the patrimonial eſtate. This manſion, + 
this noble eſtate, thought I to mylelt, kt 
might have been poſleſled by the deſcend- 4 

ants of thoſe who acquired it by valour, 1 

4 and enjoyed it with hoſpitality. I la- n 
nnented the ravages of luxury: I thought bk 
of the credulity and eaſy temper of my 4 
father, who ſacrificed evcry thing to the 1 
N extravagancies of his wife. Was it not "A 
| for theſe, he might have maintained the f 
dignity of his anceſtors, and his miſera- LY 
4 ble offspring might have unitormly ſuſ- 1 
: rained that appearance to which they were 1 
Y Þy birth entitled. £ 0 
= Some time ſubſequent to my marriage, | 
7 I miſcarried of twins, which both died. 1 
Poor fix days my recovery was uncertain ;. 1 
but the ſtrength of my conſtitution, how- 'q 


ever, at length got the better, and, as. 
ſoon as I was able, I returned viſits DF -- 1 
thanks to all thoſe families in town who- | 


| had treated me with the greateſt polite- | 
neſs and regard. Monſieur de la Motte, if 
whoſe leave of abſence expired on the firſt | 

of July, was 8 to ſet out for Lune- 
ville. "1 
[ enjoyed, 4 
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1 enjoyed, after this ſevere illneſs, much 
better health than I had ever experienced 
before. I became more embonpoint, and 
my complexion reſumed its uſual co- 
lour; my mind was much more eaſy, 
and entered into the diverfions of the 
place with all the m_ of a recovered 
tranquillity. © 
About this time I was agrecadly ſur- 
prized by the return of my huſband, who 
had procured freſh leave of abſence. Three 
months inſenſibly glided away, when the 
day of his departure arrived. Nothing 


= particular paſſed during this interval, but 


quitting the houſe of Madame de Sure- 
mont, and refiding for ſome time with _ 
Madame de la Motte. When my huf- 
band departed for Luneville, he left me 
in his journey at St. Nicolas, at the houſe 
of Madame Mailfort; wife of an old offi- 
cer in the Gens d'Armes, with whom 


Monkeur de la Motte's father had for- 


merly been intimate, to whom he had 
previouſly written, begging her to look 
out for ſome eligible apartment in a con- 
vent, for my reception. 
Madame Mailfort, who had lately 
loſt her huſband, had not yet been able 
to find a convent to her mind, though the 
had made two or three applications; in 
conſequence of which we ſet out, direct- 
ed by chance, to a convent of the Bene- 
dictines, where I enquired if there would 
not 
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not ſoon be a vacancy, and was informed 
there would be one in a fortnight. The 
vacancy accordingly happened, and I 


Joined this ſociety of Benedictine ladies, 
paying a penhon of three hundred livres 
per annum. 

Muy refidence in this convent was very 


agreeable : I had many friends, but I had 


alſo ſome enemies. Envy and malice 


are, perhaps, in ſome convents, as pre- 


valent as in the circles of the drawing- 
room: ſcandal was buſy with my reputa- 
tion, and there were not wanting thoſe 


who even doubted whether I was really 


the wife of Monheur de la Motte. A fe- 


male friend informed me of theſe ſuſpici- 


ons, and adviſed me to depoſit the certifi- 
cate of my marriage with the Biſhop of 
Nancy, that it might be referred to, with- 


out my ſeeming to ſuppoſe that they 


ſcrupled it, and that it might not be 


imagined my friend had betrayed their 
ſecrets. I availed myſelf of this advice, 


and inſtantly ſent to Madame de la Motte, 


begging her to ſend me my marriage re- 


giſter, per return of poſt. On my re- 
ceiving it, I put it into the hands of the 
Superior, who adviſed me, leſt her con- 
duct ſhould create any diſturbance, to 
ſend it myſelf to the Biſhop, who, on its 
receipt, wrote a letter to the Superior, 
_ Informing her, that if any of the ladies 
had any doubt concerning Madame de la 
| Motte, 
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Motte, they were at liberty to peruſe her 
marriage extract, at that time in his pot- 


ed ſuſpicions, now acted a very different 
amends, by every attention, every ctvility 


timate than if theſe diſturbances had never 
happened. They ſtrove, by their good 


collection of their former conduct, which 
1 moſt heartily forgave, and was cautious 
never to mention a fingle circumſtance. 
that might affect their ſenſibility, by indu- 
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dered it. 


manner, and when the period of my de- 
parture arrived, they expreſſed the greateſt 


none of them could be feen to bid me 


8 r Sn Ong, — 
Ws" __—. 


in this convent was in ſome degree coun- 


during his continuance in the garriſon at. 
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ſeſſion. The moment the Superior com- 
municated this intelligence, every diſtur- 
bance ceaſed, and all was quiet. Theſe 
religious, heartily ſorry for their ill-ground- 


part. They endeavoured to make me 


in their power, and we became more in- 


othces, to obliterate from my mind the re- 


eing them to ſuppoſe that I ſtill remem- 


We paſſed our time in a moſt agreeable 


regret. They gave the keys to the porter, 
to open the doors; but, when I went out, 


adien. Ce _— 
The forrow I felt at leaving my friends 


rerpoiſed by the hope of ſeeing my huſ- 
band, who wiſhed me to be nearer him 


Luneville. 
5 I had 
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1 had ſcarce arrived at this place, when 


I received many letters from the religious 
in the convent, expreſſive of their regret 


for the loſs of my company, and apologi- 
zing for their not bidding me farewell. 
Theſe letters, with many others, were de- 
voured in that dreadful dungeon the Baſ- 
We. 


The attention and reſſ pect with which 1 


was received at Luger ile, whether it pro- 
ceeded only from compliment and polite- 
neſs, or was really the effuſions of genuine 
friendſhip, was more than ſufficient to 
have raiſed my vanity, had tliat been a pre- 
dominant foible; but, fully perſuaded of 
my own deficiency in point of perſonal. 
_ charms, I could only attribute it to reſpect 
for my huſband; their knowledge of my 
birth and reception at court, and to a live- 
1y complexion, animated with the greateſt 


vivacity, for which I was remarked, even 
toa proverb. 


The Marfhal de Caſtries commenter” 
the Gens d'Armes then quartered at Lune- 
ville. Monſieur de la Motte hoped, from 
the circumſtance of his marriage, to ob- 
tain ſome military promotion. The Mar-- 
ſhal warmly befriended him, but: the ſu- 
Dy perintendance of the.navy department not 
permitting him tocontinue with the corps, 


the ef rata 'Autichamp ſucceeded to the. 
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So much was I delighted with the atten- 
tion of my aſſociates, and the undiſturbed 
tranquility of ſuch a life, that when 1 
left my former convent, at the defire of 
M. de la Motte, I did it on this expreſs 
condition, that I ſhould paſs in another 
the whole time required for his continu- 
ance in the garriſon ; and ſoon after ] en- 
tered a convent about three leagues from 
Luneville: but I was not ſuffered long to 
enjoy that repoſe which ſuch a fituation 
would have afforded me. 

The neceſſary abſence of the Marſhal 
de Caſtries, who was fincerely our friend, 
wa an vifortunate circumſtance. The 
R. quie d W made greater and 
mog plaulhle profeinons of ſervice, but 
he had not C½ grain of the fincerity of 
the Marſha! d. Cadtries. Acquainted with 
our ſtory, he adviſed us to go to Paris; 
told us that nothing could be done at Lu- 
neville, bat that at Paris we ſaould have 
the good offices of the Marſhal de Caſtries, 
with the aiitznce of Madame de Bou- 
lainvilliers, and that he weuld intereſt 
himſelf with his particular friends to pro- 
cure ſome advantageous poſt for my buf: 
band. This advice appeared too rational 
to be neglected; but when the time of 
our departure approached, it appeared 
that I alone was to ſolicit the affiſtance of 
our friends at Paris, and the Marquis him- 
elf was to accompany me. 
Thais 
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This plan appeared rather fingular, and 


J made ſome objections to proceeding 
without my huſband; he anſwered, that 


having had twice leave of abſence, he 8 


could not reaſonably expect a third. 
Monſieur de la Motte, however applied, 


and was peremptorily refuſed, in conſe- 


quence of which he quitted the corps. 
This inſtance alone might have ſuffici- 
ently informed me what I had to expect 
from faveur wth the great; fill I felt am- 
bition urging me forward, and my hopes 
were conſiderably ſtrengthened by the 
flattering reception I univerſally met with. 


I! determined, in future, to ſuſpect the 


preſſing civilities, the extravagant com- 
pliments, and profuſe proffers of ſervice, 


of the other ſex, leffon'd by the conduct 


of the Marquis 'Autichamp. _ 
I left Luneville, accompanied by the 
Count, my hufband, and took the road to 
Straſburg, where the Marquis and Mar- 
chioneſs de Boulainvilliers then were; we 


were diſappointed on our arrival, to find 
them gone to Saverne; and remaining 


that night at Straſburg, next day went on 
to Saverne, and waited upon the family 
of Boulainvilliers. 


The Marchioneſs ever tender and affec- 


t zunate, received us kindly. It was here 
that I firſt ſaw the Cardinal de Rohan, of 


bong Go I ſhall hereafter have much to ſay. 
Litcle did * tender mother think, at the 


moment 
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' moment ſhe preſented me, what would 
de the calamitous conſequence : but it is 
| not for human nature to penetrate the 
[fl gloom of futurity, otherwiſe we ſhould | 
== often find, that the objects of our moſt 
If | ardent wiſhes, however gilded by the rays 
14 of preſent opinion, are eventually but 
I | misfortunes in diſguiſe. Madame de Bou- | 
1 lainvilliers, influenced by the moſt gene- 
rous motives, introduced me to this Prince; 
his reception was at once flattering to 
youthful vanity and maternal anxiety. 
Some days after the Marchioneſs re- 
turned to Paris, inviting me, and the 
Count, my huſband, to accept an apart- 
ment in her magnificent hotel, in that 
eity. M. de la Motte was obliged to go 
to Bar fur Aube, to arrange ſome family 
concerns, and ſhortly after I accepted the 
kind and preſſing invitation of my wor- 
thy mother, and arrived at the Hotel de 
Boulainvilliers at Paris. 
I am now about to enter upon a more 
intereſting part of my hiſtory, and to 
reſcue it from an imputation of ſameneſs 
which perhaps may be thrown upon ſo 
minute a recital of tranſactions in the 
_ early period of my life; but as it was ef- 
ſentially neceflary to invalidate my aſſer- 
tion, that I was born to be unfortunate, 
and. to prove that my life has been one 
continued ſcene of misfortunes, I truſt the 
candid reader will ſee the propriety of 
| enlis 
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this minute attention to particulars, and 


pity rather than condemn. 


Though apparently flattered and care | 
ed, I nevertheleſs was envied : in propor- 
tion as my aſpiring notions advanced to- 
wards the ſummit of their objects, my 
enemies were in ſecret plotting my de- 
ſtruction, and rejoicing maliciouſly in the 
anticipation of my fall. 

Soon after my arrival at the Hotel de 
 Boulainvilliers, I wrote to a friend with 
whom I was once particularly intimate, 
at the convent of St. Nicholas, intimating 
my intention to dine with her on the 
Monday following, and begging her to 
return me no anſwer, unleſs ſhe was ſo 
particularly engaged that ie would be in- 
convenient to her on that day. I receiv- 
ed no anſwer, and accordingly prepared 


to fulfil my viſit, anticipating in idea the 


pleaſure I ſhould receive in meeting her, 
and in renewing that friendſhip which 


had formerly ſubfiſted between us. On 


my arrival at the gate, my ſervant return- 
ed from the porter, with the ſtrange in- 
telligence that the lady had been dead 
near a fortnight. Conceiving that he 


muſt have made ſome miſtake, I inſtant- 


ly ſent him back: the porter returned 
with him, and confirmed, to my aſtoniſh- 
ment, what my ſervant had told me.— 
+ I aſſure you, Madame,” ſaid the porter, 


(obſerving my ſurprize) that ſhe is dead, 
and died of the imall-pox.' = 
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I had received a letter from her but 
ſeventeen days before, not long fince had 
ſeen her at the convent of St. Nicholas, 
in blooming health and high ſpirits, and 
ſcarcely believed it poffible that there 
could be ſo fudden an alteration : a 
young girl, only nineteen years of age, 
and but a twelvemonth married! Stupid 
with aſtoniſhment, and incapable of 
uttering a word, I could not reconcile 
myſelf to part with my friend fo ſuddenly ; 
at length her huſband ſent one of his 
domeſtics, and a gentleman with whom 
I had been betore acquainted, to hand 
me out of my carriage, and invite me to 
walk up. I debated for a moment, in my 
own mind, whether I ſhould accept this 
invitation, leſt my preſence might add to 
the huſband's diſtreſs; nevertheleſs, not 
being able to perſuade myſelf that ſne 
was actually dead, I deſcended from the 
carriage to vifit her huſband. : 
Never did J behold ſuch a ſcene of 
ſevere affliction as preſented itſelf at my 
entrance. The diſtreſs, the grief of her 
huſband, ſtruck me beyond the power of 
deſcription; the apartment was hung with 
black, and the mantle-piece decorated 
with ſome little articles of dreſs and 
jewels worn by the deceaſed. The cham- 
ber in which I was received contained a 
bed of ſtate, on one fide of which hung a 
Picture of the deceaſed lady, holding a 
crucifix 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 159 


crucifix in her hand; on the other fide 
was a figure of Death, in the attitude of 
warning her to prepare, while her coun- 
tenance repreſented a ſmile of patient re- 
ſignation; before her ſtood the commu- 
nion cup, with every other concurrent 
object which could render the ſcene awful 


and affecting. In another chamber ſtood 


the bed whereon ſhe died, without furni- 
ture, repreſenting a tomb; in this was 


placed all her wardrobe, and here the un- 


fortunate huſband devoted every morning 


and evening, to pray, and indulge his 


melancholy. The mourner, whole legs 


were ſcarcely able to ſupport him, was 


dwindled away to a mere ſhadow; in 


ſhort, every thing ſpoke the energy, the 
_ extravagance of ſorrow, beyond the 


= of language to expreſs.— A ſcene 


ike this, to a perſon even of moderate 
ſenſibility, muſt have made a very ſtrong 


impreſſion. A dinner was ordered to be 
prepared ; but, after ſuch a fight, who 
could have eat? I found my preſence diſ- 
treſſed this wretched huſband, and, un- 
able to ſuppreſs my tears, I determined 
to depart.—Such a picture of conjugal 


affection is ſo very rare, that 1 think it 


my duty to record it. 
With a mind abſorbed in what J had 
juſt ſeen, I returned to the Hotel de Bou- 


lainvilliers, where my melancholy was 


greatly heightened by. finding my worthy 
mother 
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mother confined to her bed. That ami- 
able lady, attached even to all my friends, 
had deſired me to bring the deceaſed lady 
the next day, to dine with me: I had 
once before preſented her, at the Abbey 
of Longchamps. The ſcene I had juſt 
left, added to the indiſpofition of the 
Marchioneſs, produced an effect upon me 
I found it impoſſible to conceal. The 
Marchioneſs perceived it, and ſaid, © You 


ſeem very Tow-ſpirited, my dear child, 


notwithſtanding you have had the plea- 
fure of dining with your friend.” I knew 
not what to anſwer, conſcious that the 
Marchioneſs diſliked to hear of any illneſs, 
and was averſe to converſation on death, 
eſpecially by ſuch a malady as the ſmall- 
pox, at which ſhe had always been greatly 


terrified. © Well, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, find- 


ing I made no anſwer, “ ſhall we have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing your friend to-mor- 
row?“ No, Madame,” replicd I, © ſhe. 
is engaged for a fortnight in the country, 

and ſets out to-morrow. 


57 


This dear mo- 
ther appeared affected that I ſhould have 


beendiſappointed'of my friend's company.. 

Soon after, on viſiting the Marchioneſs, 
I obſerved ſome eruptions on her face, at- 
tended with a. violent fever, which I. was- 


fearſul appeared like that deſtructive ma- 


lady ſhe had ſo long dreaded; and, not- 
withſtanding the efforts of the Marquis to 
make her appear recovering, notwithſtand= 
ing his influence in biaſſing the Fünen 
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four hours lep, continued he. 
know not,” replied they, but Madame 
the Counteſs has reported otherwiſe.” 
„ How,” anſwered he, © what has ſhe to 
do with it?“ He even withed to brow-beat 
Victoire, one of the women who conſtant- 
ly attended the Marchioneſs, to force her 

to coincide in his opinion; but ſhe neither 
watched with that tender anxiety, nor do 
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of the faculty, I had the inexpreſſible an- 
guiſh to obſerve that ſhe was dangerouſly 


- 11; and terrified at the idea that ſhe would | 
Not recover. | 


During the illneſs of this moſt amiable 


of women, nay, even while ſhe was con- 


ſined to her chamber, the Marquis de Bou- 
lainvilliers, notwithſtanding every re— 


pulſe, ſtill ceaſed not to perſecute me 


His conduct at 
this period rendered him doubly diſguſt- 


with his odious addreſſes. 


ing: my anſwers were more pointed and 


peremptory, which irritated him to ſuch 
a degree, that he could not bear me in 
his fight. 
The medical gentlemen, Meſſrs. Gard 
and de la Motte, to whom I gave an ac- 
count of her health night and morning, 
ſatisfied that ſhe could not recover, im- 
parted their ſuſpicions to the Marquis de 
Boulainvilliers, who would reply, How, 


gentlemen ? "Tis impoſſible *. you muſt 
certainly be miſtaken!” 


Such was conti- 
„ She has had three or 
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nually his tone. 


1 believe 
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I believe ſhe was equally competent to 


make thoſe obſervations, as myſelf, who, 


during the time of my continuance in 


the convent, had been in the habit of vi- 
ſiting the lick, paying attention to every 
ſymptom of their complaints, and doing 


il thoſe little offices which I confidered as 


my duty. For theſe reaſons, Victoire was 
not ſo competent to judge; and the op- 


portunities I formerly had of making my 


_ obſervations, enabled me to form an op1- 
nion on the ſtate of the Marchioneſs's 
health. I therefore, without any fear of 
the Marquis, ſtated truly every thing I had 
obſerved; and one day, when he had told 


the phy fieians, « She has ſlept well: ſhe 


1s really now very tranquil, and muſt not 
be diſturbed!” I ſummoned up ſufficient 
_ reſolution to remonſtrate (and I truſt the 
intereſt I had in the preſervation of a life 
fo dear, will ſufficiently warrant the re- 
monſtrance) © Sir, if we conſult theſe. 
gentlemen, they are the proper judges, 


59 


and we ought to follow their advice. 
The Marquis de Boulainvilliers, evinced 
by his conduct, that he never loved this 


worthy lady, whom he probably married 
for her fortune. He was, indeed, too 
great a libertine to taſte the enjoyments 
of conjugal felicity, and he withed to 


have it ſuppoſed that he believed the Mar- 
chioneſs was not really dangerouſſy ill, 


otherwiſe he would not have been able to 
apologize 
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apologize for his negle& in not ſeeing 
her; and if he had really believed the re- 
port of the phyſicians, he muſt, to ſave 


appearances with the world, have attend- 
ed more punctually upon a wife, whom, 


if any judgment can be formed from his 
character, his conduct, or the public re- 


port, he was not very ſorry to loſe. 


At length, with ſome difficulty, I ob- 


tained a private conference with the phy- 


ſicians, and addreſſed them to this pur- 
port: © Are you ſure, gentlemen, that 
Madame de Boulainvilliers iswell enough? 


The Marquis poſſibly defires you to ſay ſo, 
becauſe he does not wiſh to make her un- 


_eaſy. I caution you, leſt' ſhe ſhould die, 
which I fear will be the caſe in three or 
four days. Believe me, gentlemen ! Speak 


the truth, and do not give him his way; 


for his deſign is to lay all the blame, if 
any thing ſhould happen, upon you. He 


will ſay, that you were unacquainted with 


the nature of her diforder, and conſe- 
quently incapable of adminiſtering the 


proper remedies. Conſider, gentlemen, 
your reputation is abſolutely at ſtake. 


Don't quit him this night, before you have 
truly ſtated the ſituation of Madame de 
Boulainvilliers, and give orders that ſhe 


may receive the ſacrament to-morrow 
morning, before it is too late.“ -The phy- 
ſicians quitted the room, perfectly ſatis- 


fied with my remarks, and aſſuring me 


that 
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that my wiſhes of having the ſacrament 


adminiſtered thould be e with the 


next day. 


The certificates of health, till then, 


had been made by the Marquis de Bou- 


lainvilliers, preciſely as he had dictated. 
The public could ſcarcely ſuppoſe the 


 Marchioneſs was indiſpoſed, much leſs 
that ſhe was ſo dangeroufly ill ; and, with 


all theſe reports of her good health, and 
the hours ſhe flept, would be extremely 
ſurprized to hear that ſhe was dead next 


day; thele gentlemen would be called 


two very able doctors, and the Marquis 
de Boulainvillicrs would immediately have 


exclaimed that they had deceived him. It 
was not, however, in his power to deceive 
me; for, if any judgment may be formed 
of his deſigns, from his words or actions, 
Ichink I am not miſtaken | in any thing * 
have before advanced. 


A few days beſore the death of his wife, 
the Marquis de Boulainvilliers called me 
into his chamber, and after ſome very 
fooliſh converſation, « Well, well, my 


dear, if ſhe ſhould die; ; ſhes fo very par- 
ticular, fo capricious, ſo vaporiſh ! you 


have ſeen what I ſuffered in our journey 


to Straſburg. Beſides, my dear, you will 
be more comfortable; the is ſo very jea- 
lous! If you did but know what I have 
| borne with on your account, I'm ſure IL 
ſhould be dear to ou. 1 dare ſay ſhe has 


told 
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told you many ſtories about me, when at 
the ſame ſhe was tormenting me concern- 


ing you. Certainly ſhe cannot live a 


long time, and we ſhall ſend for your 


huſband here: I ſhall find means to pro- 


cure him a poſt in ſome regiment, which 


will prevent him from troubling us often.” 


Ile inſinuated that this might be a con- 


nection of mutual conveniency, if I 


would but comply with his deſires; and 
that, as I was now a wife, my reputation 
would be beyond the reach of flander. 
He even made an offer to ſhare his for- 
tune, and to difinherit his children, if they 
ſhould murmur at this meaſure.—Thus 
did he attempt to obviate every difficulty 
which might ariſe, and painted the ad- 
vantages which would reſult from my 
conſenting to be his miſtreſs, in colours 
beſt adapted, as he thought, to allure my 


vanity, and engage my intereſt to accept 
| his odious propoſals. 


The reader will readily ſuppoſe that I 
did not receive theſe offers with that gra- 


titude which the Marquis conceived, from 
the depravity of his own heart, they were 
entitled to. I heard him with ſtifled in- 
dignation: my anſwers were very ſhort. 
1 could not flatter myſelf with the idea 
that a man of his age would liſten to 
any remonſtrances from me, concerning 
the duty he owed to himſelf and his wor- 

thy conſort. I conceived the diſparity of 


our 


* 
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our ages would make him look upon any 


advice I might offer of too little value, 
eſpecially when claſhing with the licenti- 


_ ous indulgence of a pathon, to which, he 
had long given himſelf up. 


1 contented 
myſelf with holding him in the moſt in- 
effable contempt, notwithſtanding I 
knew, from that influence which gene- 


rally accompanies wealth, from that low 


cunning and dithmulation which peculi- 


arly diſtinguiſhed him, that, when he had 
it in his power, the inclination of doing 
an injury, either to me or my friends, 


would never be wanting. I ſuffered nis 
inſolent propoſitions with Glence, but 1 


deſpiſed the being who made them, 


whom I could not conſider as a man, but 
a monſter. 

After this conference, 1 avoided bim as 
much as pothblc. When ! returned, the 


Count de Bourbon, and the Viſcount de 


Clairmont, their couſins, rallied me on 
my long conference with the Marquis, to 
which I made no other anſwer than a 
mere ſmile. 

That very evening, Meſſrs. Gard and 


de la Motte, the Marchionels's phyſicians, 
arrived, and reported that ſhe was dan- 


rerouily ill. It is 1impoſhble to expreſs 
the rage of the Marquis at this intelli— 
gence. © Tis Madame de la Motte,” 
ſaid he, petulantly, „ who has biafled 


vou; and you will liſten to her? She's 


a mere 
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a mere child!“ „ No, Sir,” replied they, 
« jt is our own ſerious judgment. From 
this moment we muſt apply bliſters to 
your lady; and to-morrow, at eleven or 
twelve, it is our wiſh that ſhe may receive 
the ſacrament.” They then ordered Vic- 
toire, a girl who had received a very good 
education, to take care to proceed ſo as 
to affect the Marchioneſs as little as Poſ- 


ſible. Madame de Boulainvilliers had no 
idea that ſne had the ſmall pox; ſhe at- 


tributed her diſorder to the eryſipelas, and 


had always ſo much dreaded the former 
malady, that it was judged prudent not 
to inform her of her true fituation. 
About nine the next morning, the 


Marquis entered the apartment of his la- 
ay, and in a very different tone made 
enquiries concerning His POOR WIFE, and 
to know how ſhe had paſſed the night. 
At the ſame time obſerving me, he ſhot 
ſuch a glance, that his cyes appearcd, like 
0 Bafililks, ready to ſtrike me dead.” 1 
was bold enough, notwithſtanding, to 


ſneak to him, to tell him what I had fu 


fered. I have attended you,” replied 
he, © two hours. You have indeed de- 
ceived me, but you ſhall repent it” _ 
Every neceſſary preparation for receiy- 


ing the ſacrament being now made, that 


facred ordinance commenced, and the ce- 
remony was extremely affecting. The 


neareſt relations affiſted. It feemed like 
the 
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the æra of the Marchioneſs's death, and 
that her neareſt friends, as the grief of 
their countenances ſtrongly indicated, 
would follow the moment after. The ce- 
remony performed, the parties preſent 
retired to their apartments. That night 
I paſſed in tears, and, from the affliction 
of mind, and want of neceſlary nouriſh- 
ment, I found myſelf extremely feeble 
the next morning. Whenever I moved a 
little from the Marchioneſs's bed, and 
ſhe could only hear my voice, © My 
daughter Valois,” faid ſhe, © are you near 
me ?” © Yes, my dear mother, I am. 
She was unable to perceive me, as the 
| ſmall-pox had cloſed up her eyes. I preſ- 
Ted both her hands, then very much 
marked with the ſcars of that diſorder, a 
long time within mine, and wept inceſ- 
ſantly, as I but too plainly foreſaw that 
I ſhould foon loſe the deareſt object of my 
regard; a mother who had ever felt for 
me ſuch tenderneſs and affection. * You 
weep, my dear daughter,” faid ſhe, hcar- 
ing me fob. © No, my dear mother,“ 
replied I, not wiſhing to make her unca- 
ſy; © I have only a cold in my head, but 
I feel myſelf much hetter.” 
The Marchioneſs had not the leaſt idea 
of death ; ſhe could not even bear any 
perſon to ſpeak of it. She was fond of 
company; and, careſſed and reſpected, 
| the was the delight of every eye, and the 
admiration 
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admiration of every heart, who had the 
felicity of her acquaintance. Affable, 
polite, ſenſible, humane and generous, 
{the left a name behind her never to be for- 
gotten, while theſe qualifications thall be 


admired as ornaments of human nature. 
This was her unwerſal character, which, 
] was going to ſay, was not the partial 


panegyric of friendſhip, but even her ene- 
mies allowed her this merit. Enemies, 


did I fay? I retract what I have written. 


She had no enemies, but thoſe whoſe en- 


f mity, far from being diſgraceful, is even 


meritorious, the enemies of virtue. 
In a few days this paragon of female ex- 
cellence breathed her laſt; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the efforts of every one to pre- 
vent it, ſhe breathed her laſt in my arms. 
All wiſhed me to avoid this ſpectacle; but 
they ſtrove in vain to tear me from her. 
I could not, I dared not think that ſhe was 
dead. At length, with great difficulty, 
they forced me from the body. I was in 
a ſtate of delirium. „Live, live, my dear 
mother,” ſaid I, addrefling myſelf to the 
breathleſs corpſe, © or I am ruined for 


ever! You are my ſoul, my ſupport, my 


He: 


Protectreſs of my infant imbecility ! 
dlirectreſs of my youth! whoſe precepts I 
will ever follow, but whoſe example I de- 


{pair to imitate, thou art this moment an 
inhabitant of the manſions of felicity. It 


is 
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1s thine to wear that crown to which thy 
virtue entitled thee, while it is ours to 


mourn thy loſs, which all who knew thee 


have moſt deeply felt; but mine, much 


more emphatically mine, are the genu- 


ine tears of gratitude and affection. 
On the death of my worthy mother, my 


exiſtence was dark and comfortleſs; the 
earth was to me a ſterile promontory, and 


the heavens a peſtilent congregation of 
vapours. Every amuſement was infipid 


and taſteleſs. I had now no friend whoſe 


affection and prudence was ſo ſufficient to 
adviſe, nor whoſe power ſo able to aſſiſt. 
The Marquis de Boulainvilliers indecd re- 
mained ; but what was the Marquis de 


Boulainvilliers ? He was not my friend; 
on the contrary, he was the very reverſe. 
He was, as I ſhall hereafter prove, my 


bittereſt enemy; but he preſumed upon 
his immenſe riches, to ſer the opinion of 
the world at defiance. Buoyed up by 
wealth, and that degree of influence 
which wealth alone creates among thole 


ſordid beings who bow the knee to Mam- 
mon, he Senate not the dictates of rea- 


ſon or philanthropy, but gave a looſe to 


his unbridled appetite, ſometimes even 


throwing afide the maſk of diſſimulation, 
except where he wiſhed to palm himſelf 
upon the public opinion, for virtues 
which the malevolence of his foul, and 


the avarice of his diſpoſition, would never 
permit him to practiſe. 


Four 
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Four days after this event of inexpreſ- 
fible anguiſh, which had for a time diſor- 
dered my reaſon, I found myſelf in my 
bed, although I knew not by what means 


J came there; and when the frightful 


idea of the loſs I had ſuſtained occurred 


to my memory, I fell into convulſions. 


The Baroneſſes de Fodoas and de Cruſſol, 
a little recovered from their ſorrow for 
the death of their beloved parent, not- 
withſtanding their gricf was yet recent, 


viſited, and endeavoured to conſole me. 
They obſerved, that the loſs I had ſuſtain- 
ed was much more terrible to me than to 
them, though they had loſt their own 


mother. My attachment was much more 
inviolable, more ſtrong than the brittle 


tie of nature, and my affection was ſtill 
ſtrengthened by the ſenſe of my unpro- 


tected fituation. She was the pillar 


whereon I founded ail my hopes; relent- 


leſs death had plucked it away, and I 
fell defenceleſs and forſaken. Monſ. 
Gard, who attended my deceaſed mother, 


came often during my illneſs to viſit me, 


and behaved with preat attention and 
kindneſs; but he had no medicine for 
the cure of my diſorder; he could not 
raze the written troubles of the brain; he 


had no ſweet oblivious antidote againſt 
thoſe reflections continually occurring to 
my imagination, of the value of her ! 
lamened ; nor was it within the compaſs 
3 7 ot. 
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rice, if he could once touch the fortune, 
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of his art to miniſter to a mind ſo eat: 
ed, ſo diſtracted as mine. 

The Baron de Cruſſol did me the honour 
to viſit me, and, as foon as ] was ſuffici- 
ently recovered to be removed without 
danger, ſent his carriage for me, to take 
an airing. The Viſcounteſs de Fodoas 
alto paid me the ſame attention. 

About a fortnight after my recovery, 


notwithſtanding his conduct, as he was 


the huſband of my much lamented parent, 


I thought it would be proper to pay a 


vifit of condolence to the Marquis de 
Boulainvilliers, who exhibited a moſt 
complete picture of diſſimulation and 


hypocriſy. His mourning was all external, 


glaring to the eye of the world, while in 


his heart he was even rejoiced at being 
delivered from what he termed an incum- 


brance. He was now more at liberty to 
gratify his pathons ; he might now marry 
and tuch was his ava- 


he was perfectly indifferent as to the wife. 
The portrait I am now about to exhibit, 
of this diſconſolute huſband, is ſo very fin- 
gular, that I almoſt fear my veracity will. 
be. queſtioned for the relation. From 
ſome preceding reflections upon the cha- 
rafter of that bad man, my credibllity | 


may perhaps be ſuſpected. Let it not be 


ſaid that my narration is tinctured with 
too much acrimony let the character of 
this 
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this man be read in the public eſtimation ; 
let it be read in the preſence of indivi- 
duals whom he has injured ; and then let 


an impartial judgment be formed, if the 


facts I ſtate are at all improbable; let 
my injuries be weighed, and then let it 


be decided it my remarks are too viru- 


lent. 
From motives of mere rare from re- 
ſ pect to the other branches of the family, 
I went to pay a viſit of condolence to the 
Marquis de Boulainvilliers, I found a 
great change, on ſeeing him; the apart- 


ments were hung with black; he affected 


to be ſtruck, as if he had ſelt the moſt 
lively emotions of grief; but his counten- 
ance apparently ſtruggled with his heart, 
which ſeemed to feel the contrary emo- 
tions of pleaſure. He affected an air of 
ſorrow: I am very poorly, my dear 
girl!” ſaid he, in a faint and melancholy 


tone; « How are you?” I fat downat 


ſome diſtance from him, that I might ob- 
ſerve him well, till the return of Victoire, 


v hom he had ſent into his cloſet, to open 
the door, which, when any came to make 


vifits of condolence, ſhe was penerally 


diſpatched to ſhut. He aſſumed a very 


ſerious air, and much mournful grimace; 
but the moment the viſitors departed, he 
extinguiſhed all the lights, except one 


ſmall piece in a wax candleſtick, which 


he kept burning, to light the others in a 
__ hurry. 
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| hurry. Thus did his avarice ſtruggle with 


his pride, whilſt diflimulation was uſeful 
to both.—-I am now relating a ſcene to 


which I was actually an eye-witneſs. 


Tt e Prince de Conti's ecuyer came, on 
the part of the Prince, to pay compliments 
of condolence. The valet de chambre 
announced ſome gentleman, whoſe name 
i have now forgot, but who was ſent by 


the Prince de Conti. The name of the 


Prince's ecuyer put the Marquis in a buſ- 
tle, who, forgetting that this gentleman 
was in the firſt ſaloon, (and from that to 
where we then were, was a grand ſuite of 
rooms) in a moment this di/con/clate 
mourner was running about from one room 
to another, lighting all the candles with 
the greateſt expedition. Nothing could 

be more curious; the ecuyer was ſtand- 
ing without at the door, obſerving the 
. Marquis in his progreſs of illumination, 
and wondering at what he ſaw, at the 
ſame time not daring to enter. Obſery- 
ing his ſituation, I got up, and endea- 
voured to perſuade him to walk in; but 
he choſe to remain where he was. Aſham- 
ed to have been witneſs to ſuch cecono- 
mical hypocriſy, in vain did I ſpeak to 
the Marquis; he was fo buſy in his illu- 

minations, that he paid no attention to 

me, but made ſigns not to be interrupted. 
It was impoiſhble for me to refrain from 


laughing: the gentleman ſmiled, and 


begged 
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begged me not to interrupt him. At 


length, the candles being lighted, and the 
theatre prepared, the actor ſoon made his 
muſcles and geſture conformable. The 
Marquis went towards the gentleman, to 
whom he affected to be ſcarce able to 
ſpeak. Obſerving his ſituation, I paid my 
compliments to the gentleman, and made 
ſome apology for the ſilence of the Mar- 
quis. As foon as he had fat down a few 
minutes, he claſped his hands together, 
and turning up his eyes to heaven, “ Ah! 
vir,” ſaid he, © no man but mylelt can 
tell the loſs I have ſuſtained '—A wile, 
Whoſe merit——but J thall not live —1 
mall not be able to ſupport her loſs!” 

The ecuyer and I endeavoured to Rifle 


our indignation at that conduct, to which 


he knew not we had both been witnefles. 
„See, Sir,“ pointing to 155 big belly, — 
* how Jam fallen away! — This was a 


farce paſt endurance; it was abſolutely 


impoſſible. for. me to bear it any longer, 
and I. aroſe. to depart. © There is my 
child, Sir!” continued he in the ſame 
mournful tone, at which I could ſcarce 


refrain from laughing; and I dare ſay the 


ecuyer would not fail to divert the Prince 


at the expence of the Marquis, who, in 
every viſit of condolence, had ſo often 
played the hypocrite, that he was quite 


an adept in the character. 


Soon after, when my health was a little 


recovered, 1 received the viſits of my 
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friends, and returned them. The old 


Marquis was jealous of theſe viſits; he 


ſuſpected all thoſe whom I termed friends, 
were in fact lovers; he was ſuſpicious of 


every one. The character of M. de la 
Luzerne, Biſhop of Langres, could not 


put him beyond the reach of the Marquis's 


ſuſpicions : even he who reſpected all my 


tamily, and behaved to me like a father; 
ſor it was conſtantly the bufineſs of that 
family to oblige the whole human race, 


by every kindneſs in their power. In 


ſhort, every one who obliged me, every 


one whom it was my intereſt as well as 


duty to ſpeak well of, all were conſidered 


as my lovers; at the ſame time he him- 
ſelf was continually making his deteſted 


offers, which became by repetition more 
intolerable than ever. He never failed 


to ſuggeſt how much it was my intereſt 


that 1 ſhould ſubmit : he told me his 
. wealth, his influence, all would be at my 


diſpoſal, and that every obſtacle in the 
road to my wiſhes would infenfibly vanith 
away. Finding this note unſucceſsful, he 


touched an oppoſite ſtring ; he addrefled 


himſelf to my fears; he inſinuated how 
much it was in his power to defeat all my 


_ wiſhes, how eaſily he could blemiſh my 
reputation with thoſe who would other- 
wiſe ſerve me. © What will you have me 
ſay,” he one day aſked me, © to thoſe 


perſons whom Iam going to vifit, if they 
ſhould 
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ſhould happen to make any enquiries 
about you? To-morrow. I expect to ſee 


the Mareſchal de Luxembourg, who has 
promiſed you his ſervices, as well as the 


Princeſs de Beaufremen : what do you 


wiſh that I ſhould ſay to them?“ Paſſion 


overcame me, and made me for a mo- 


ment forget the reſpect I owed both to the 
name and memory of my worthy mother. 


« Ah, wicked man! you are capable of 


every thing, and can plot the deſtruction. 
of a child, whom your worthy departed. 


ſpouſe has brought up and educated with 


ſo much care ! It is your aim to ruin me 
in the eſtimation of thoſe who wiſh to 
make me comfortable, and to poiſon their 


8 good intentions, by giving them a bad 


opinion of my conduct; however, if I 


cannot be permitted perſonally to explain 
myſelf, I can write; I can explain your 


menaces, and I will make you known.” 


This villainous hypocrite intercepted 
my letters, though they contained no- 


thing worth diſcovery, and was eternally. 
reproaching me, and telling me that I 
loved other men better than him. 


I was not a little pleaſed at the return 
of my huſband, a circumſtance which 


gave me much ſatisfaction. The Mar- 


quis received him well, but endeavoured. 
to deſtroy his good opinion of me. He 
ſent one day to ſpeak to him on bufineſs, 


but the converſation was chiefly about 
15 


Mme. 
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me. He laboured to infinuate that I was 
fond of intrigue. © Oh! ſays he, © her 
_ couſin is particularly attentive to her. Be 
cautious! Madame is very fond of com- 
pany : ſhe is intimate with my ſons-in- 
Jaw: I would have you watch her nar- 
rowly : I have known her from her in- 
fancy.” Count de la Motte had too 
much good ſenſe to give any credit to 
theſe inſinuations of the Marquis; he 
heard, nevertheleſs, every thing he had 
= ſay, and ſeemed to liſten very atten- 
tively, but he did not believe a ſingle | 
jota. e a 
I went, ſome days after, to pay my 
reſpects to the Marchioneſs de Luxem- 
hourg. I was indulged that morning to 
ſtay as long as I pleaſed, and converſe 
on my affairs. I was very graciouſly 
treated, though, from what my good 
friend the Marquis had told me, J was 
not without ſtrong fears that the door 
would be ſhut upon me. I reflected that 
the Marquis was rich and powerful, and 
had - often ſeen, that ſome men are ſo 
depraved, that the moment they have 
the power to do an injury, they ſeldom 
leave it undone for want of inclination. 
1 conſidered that I was poor and unpro- 
"tected; and, upon weighing my reſpon- 
fGibility with that of the Marquis, in the 
eſtimation of the great world, I knew 
that the word of the Marquis would turn 
the ſcale againſt me. 


At 
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At my firſt interview with Madame de 


Luxembourg, ſhe ſeemed rather reſerv- 


ed, which greatly intimidated me; how- 


ever, I took courage, and informed her 
of my huſband's arrival : to which ſhe re- 
| Plied, © I am very glad to hear it, as 


that will prevent you from experiencing 
thoſe temptations to which many young 
women, without ſuch protection, are too 
frequently expoſed.“ This declaration 


alarmed me, and I determined to ſay a 


word or two concerning the Marquis de. 


Boulainvilliers; which was ſufficient tv 


pen her eyes; but ſhe was already pre- 
poffeſſed. Oh, no, my dear child!“ 
Mid ſhe. . © Be very cautious that you 


make no miſtake in your: aſſertions ! 


The Marquis de Boulainvilliers ſpeaks of 
you as an affectionate parent; and if he 

reproves you, it is becauſe he has your 
happineſs at heart; he does not mean to 
injure you. The obligations you owe to 
him ſhould direct your conduct, and you 
ſhould give him your confidence. For 
my part, Jam ſenfible of the manner in 
which he ſpeaks of you; and thoſe per- 
ſons who have ſpoken of you lately, ſpoke 
very favourably: So far from being your 
enemy, the Marquis is a father to you! 
Be very cautious how: you take things 


amiſs-!”—[-did not know whether I ought 


to continue the converſation, but Ma- 
dame de Luxembourg herſelf engaged me 


do 
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to do it, and to diſcloſe every thing as to 
my proper mother. With this encourage- 
ment, I unboſomed .myſelf, and told her 
every thing. Although apparently af- 
tected by my ſtory, ſhe did not try to ir- 
Titate me againſt him ; on the contrary, 
ſhe endeavoured to impreſs me with ideas 
leſs unfavourable, and reſted the ſtrength 
of her arguments on the obligations I was 
under, which the placed in every point of 
view. However, notwithſtanding what 
ſhe ſaid, I obſerved her attentively, and 
imagined I diſcovered that her thoughts 
were favourable towards me; I even fan- 
cied I could trace the bluſh of indignation 
on her check, againſt a man who appear- 
ed externally as a father, but whoſe real 
diſpoſition was ſo much the reverſe. She 
_ encouraged me to behave well to him, 
aſſuring me of her friendſhip, and that 
the would do all in her power to ſupply 
the loſs of that worthy mother. 
It is neceſlary to point out the arts of 
this cunning hypocrite, whoſe plauſibility 
might be too apt to deceive. Fearful that 
I ſhould ſome time or other diſcloſe his 
villainy, and his criminal pathon towards 
me, he affected in public a fatherly at- 
fection and regard, at the ſame time ex- 
preſſing his fear that I was diſhpated, and 
had a turn for intrigue. - But why need I 
attempt to prove, what muſt be ſufficient- 
ly obyious to the underſtanding of every 
| SK reader, 
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reader, that the Marquis de Boulainvilliers 
was a molt conſummate adept in hypo- 

criſy? ö 
The converſation I had with Nada 
de Luxemboug irritated me yet more 
ſtrongly againſt the Marquis de Boulain- 
villiers. I had, indeed, reſolved to ſee 
him no more; but the advice of Madame 
de Luxembourg determined me to re- 
turn. He took care, however, to make 
the houſe as diſagreeable to me as poſſi ble, 
by means at once ungenerous and un- 
manly : he frequently took occaſion to 
make uſe of very indelicate double enten- 
dres, with the expreſs deſign of giving 
me offence : ſometimes he engaged me to 

dinner, ſaying that his children, whom I 
preferred to him, would be preſent. 
« Your confidants,” added he, © to vom : 
TI am ſure you have repeated all I ſay to 
you; thoſe who give you advice on theſe 
occaſions.“ His ſneers entirely exhauſted 
my patience, and I was nor long able to 
endure them. I ſometimes retorted upon 
him ſome of thoſe reproaches, which his 
conduct on my behalf ſo juſtly merited. 
He faw that Madame de Luxembourg, 
and others, had told me much. I repre- 
ſented to him that they had thoroughly 
miſtaken his conduct, and. were not his 
dupes quite ſo much as, perhaps, he 
might be inclinable to ſuppoſe. His an- 

ſwer was, chat he ſhould have ſufficient 
| influence 
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influence to gain more credit than Icould? 
His children ſometimes dined with him; 
but, though he was their father, the little 
attention they paid him was much more. 
through fear than affection. 

The embarraſſments under which he 
ſuffered his daughter, the Viſcounteſs de 
Fodoas, to labour, will ever remain a mo- 
nument of. his avarice and inhumanity. . 
| It is a. circumſtance well known, and 
univerſally reprobated throughout Paris, 
that he refuſed to give ſecurity for the 
payment of ſome {mall debts due at her. 
death. So much did he expoſe his chil- 
dren; that houſe, furniture and eſtates; . 
every thing was ſold, and turned into mo- 
ney, It is well known that the fortune ot! 
Monſieur de Boulainvilliers is indeed 
immenſe, and probably equalled by no- 
thing but his avarice; while his charity, 
his ſenſibility, are as poor as his virtue. 
Who, but ſuch a father, could not only. 
neglect, but abute his own children? He 
it was, who, delighting in miſchief, ef-- 
tranged from my intereſt all thoſe friends 
who wiſhed me well, during the-life-time - 
of my. worthy mother, excepting ſome 
who were unalterably attached, and his 
children, who followed not his advice. Ha v- 
ing been attached more ſtrongly to their 
mother, they would have been always glad 
to ſee me, but dared not indulge this pro- 
penſity for fear of their facher. He knew 
too 
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too well the.cunning arts of diſſimulati- 


on; and I am ſorry that. the Hiſtory of 
my Life, and my connections, oblige me 


to adduce additional proofs of his male- 


volence. 


An aunt of Monſieur de la Motte' s, Who 
lived juſt by, deſired me to come and ſee 
her every day; and; as I was there always 
well received; and ſaw a great deal of good 
company, Ifrequently accepted her friend- 


ly invitation. She was often ſo obliging 


as even to ſend her coach, notwithſtand- 
ing the diſtance was ſo ſhort, and either 
the herſelf; or one of her ſons, came in 
the carriage to conduct me. The ap- 


pearance of a young man in the carriage; 
according to cuſtom, awakened the jea- 


louſy of the Marquis de Boulainvilliers. 
He made complaint to his children, that 


he ſaw me but little; and that I convert 


ed his houſe into an inn, merely. to ſuit. 


my own convenience. 
I communicated my complaints to my 


aunt. I am aſtoniſhed?” ſaid ſhe. «1. 
am your aunt: Inform Monſieur de Bou- 
lainvilliers, if he ſays any thing to you, 


that I wiſh to ſee you often, and if he re- 


' proaches you with the obligations you are 


under, and the bed' you have at his houſe, 
come to me.” Encouraged by this, I 
became more reſolute; 1 told him more 
plainly and more openly what I thought, 


and ſpoke to him of the eee of my 
aunt, 
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One day in particular, being invited 


to dine with my aunt, ſhe, as uſual, ſent 
her carriage for me. 


Whilſt we were at 
dinner, one of the ſervants. came and 
whiſpered ſomething very foſtly to my 


aunt ; ſhe roſe, and went along a large 
ſaloon, which was ſo ſituated that I could. 
| ſee, while fitting in my place, every 


perſon who was under the window. I 
was not a little ſurprized at obſerving. 
Monſieur Denis, the ſecretary of Monſieur 


de Boulainvilliers, but did not take the 


leaſt notice of it to any of the company. 
My aunt, upon her return, appeared ra- 


ther reſerved, and, although ſhe ſaid no- 
thing, was rather diſconcerted. After 


dinner, taking me apart, ſhe inſormed 
me that Monheur Denis had waited upon 


her from the Marquis de Boulainvilliers, 
to beg and interview that evening about 


ſeven, or half paſt ſeven o'clock, at the 
ſame time charging her to keep this a 
profound ſecret from me, and, if poſhble, 


find ſome pretext to ſend me home. 


Diſquieted greatly, and not being able 
to conceive what he had to communicate, 
nor his particular charge that I ſhould be 
ſent home, we took our meaſures toge- 


ther, and conſulted on what ſhould be 
done; ſhe at the ſame time, knowing 
the diſſimulation of the Marquis, and 
thinking he had ſome ſcheme in view, 


determined to be particularly cautious in 
her 
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her anſwers. The time arrived, the Mar- 


quis approached, and I contrived to con- 


_ceal myſelt in a little cloſet which open- 
ed into the ſmall ſaloon, where ſhe re- 
ceived him. A ſcreen extending round 


to the entrance, concealed my retreat, 


ande I kept the door of the cloſet half 
open, that I might hear more diſtinctly. 
1 was all ſuſpenſe, and eager to hear the 
reſult of this extraordinary viſt, at which 
I, in particular, was not to be preſent. 
Madame Clauſſe received him with a 
degree of reſerve, which probably pre- 
vented his more immediate communica - 
tion; or poſlibly, thinking it improper 
to enter abruptly upon the bufineſs of his 


viſit, he was ſufficiently artful to bring in 
the main ſubject accidentally. His con- 


verſation at firſt turned upon the news; 
at length he ran through a deal of non- 
ſenſe about the carnival, and the com- 


mon chit-chat of the day. Pray, Ma- 


dame, have you been at the maſquerade ?” 


She anſwered in the aſfirmative. Then 


I preſume that Madame de la Motte ac- 
companied you; my porter, and Mr. 
Denis my ſccretary, have both ſeen her 
return from the aſſembly at eight o'clock 


in the morning, with a young man whom 


they deſcribe as your youngeſt ſon.” 
“% Oh! no, Sir,” replied ſhe, © my ſon 


has never been with her; and beſides, if 


he has, his being with her could never 
conſtitute 
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1868 THE LIFE OF THE : 
conſtitute a crime.” © Very true, Ma- 


dame; but a circumſtance which I be- 
lieve you are not yet acquainted with is, 


that the young gentleman has been at 
Verſailles, where the has paſſed a fort- 


night on a viſit, and that 25 hired a ca- 
briole to go thither to ſee her, and he 


continued three days. In ſhort, Madame, 
ſuch gallantry muſt neceſſarily lead a 
young man into expences.” © Ah! Sir,” 
replied Madame Clauſſe,“ you muſt un- 


doubtedly be miſtaken.” © I beg your 
Pardon, Madame! I aſſure you that your 
ſon is very much in love with his couſin, 
and I would have you be particularly 
on your guard. I know a great deal 
more, much more than I chuſe to diſ- 
__ cloſe. Examine if he has his watch; for, 
as I have heard, he ſent it as earneſt for 
payment of the hire of the cabriole. As 


for Madame de la Motte, I tell you as a 
friend, I will no longer have the charge 


of her. I am obliged to make a ſale at 


my houſe, and have occaſion for the fur- 


niture of the apartment which ſhe occu- 
- Pies. Be careful Madame, and take mea- 


ſures for the beſt. This affair may be at- 


tended with bad conſequences: your ſon 
is a very young man; and love—willt 
carry young men preat lengths 5 


What can the reader think of: a man, 
who could relate ſuch a ſtory without the. 
leaſt foundation of truth 1 What can the 

mot. 
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moſt candid, the moſt meek, alledge in 
vindication of the conduct of this blaſ- 
phemer of reputation, who could attempt, 
in a mode ſo deliberately artful, to blaſt 
an innocent character with a relation, by 
forging lics, which originated only in his 
own depraved imagination, and calling 
torth the feelings of a mother to protect 

her ſon, who was thus repreſented to be 
* ln danger of being ruined by her niece! 

My blood was at this moment boiling 
in my veins, and I had ſcarce patience 
to contain myſelf, when he roſe to depart. 
1 now placed myſelf in his way, and ex- 

claimed, „Stay, monſter! return to Ma- 
dame! Explain yourſelf in every thing 
you have ſaid! You wiſh to prevent my 
aunt from ſhewing her goodneſs : you en- 
deavour to fruſtrate all my hopes, to re- 
duce me to the neceſſity of throwing my- 
ſelf into your arms, and then depending 
entirely upon you! 

The expreſſions I uſed on this occaſion, 
* the tone in which I uttered them, will 
ſufficiently ſhew the conception of my 
mind with regard to the conduct of the 
Marquis. In ſuch a cauſe as reputation, 
to be cold is, in my opinion, to be eri- 

minal. : 
Struck with confuſion, the wretch was 
incapable of ſpeaking : his lips quivered, 
and he turned pale as death. I repeated 
what he had ſaid to Madame: Claufte, ver- 
= Batt. 
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batim. His confuſion at being detected, 
at being laid open before that lady, pre- 
1 his faultering tongue from execut- 
ing its office; he was incapable of utter- 
ing a ſingle ſyllable. At length, as I ſtill 


urged him, addreſſing himſelf to Madame 


Clauſſe de Suremont, he ſaid, “ She is too 
impatient, Madame, to ſuffer me to enter 
into any explanation.” “Villain that you 


are!” exclaimed I, provoked beyond all 
Patience, © all that you have repeated is 


ſalſe, merely lies of your own coinage, 
invented to traduce my character, and 


ſimilar to thoſe you have told elfewhere !” 


Madame Clauſſe was fo ſtruck with the 


manner in which I behaved to him, that 


ſhe did not continue the whole time, fear- 
ing that, being ſo humbled, the wretch 


' ſhould conceive ſome enmity againſt her. 
He retired, overwhelmed with confuſion ; 


not the bluſh of ſhame attendant on re- 
morſe, but that of guilt abſolutely detect- 


ed. To me, his conduct was uniform] 


inimical ; but neither his wealth, nor that 


title which he has ſo often ditgraced, nor 


even a name greater than either, the name 
of my ſainted mother, ſhall prevent me 


from expoſing his machinations, however 


ſpecioully they may be gloſſed over by dif- 
ſimulation or plaufibility, and painting in 


their proper colours his real character, 
and the very ſecrets of his inmoſt ſoul ! 


Madame Clauſſe very well knew, as did 


8 others who will peruſe my life, that 


I have 
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I have frequently denied her ſon admiſſi- 


n; his mother has given me credit for 
this. It was very true that he came to 
Verſailles, but I know not that it was ex- 


preſsly to ſee me. I particularly interro- 


gated him, if he had his mother's per- 
miſhon : he anſwered poſitively that he 


had. I knew not that he had deceived me: 


fearful, however, that this might be the 
caſe, I engaged Monſieur de la Motte to 
ſend him away. This young gentleman 


was alſo very much given to gaming, and 


would ſometimes even pledge his watch, 


which, when ſucceſsful, he redeemed. 8 
This is a 5 of information I have ſince 


- received. 


Theſe circumſtances did the fruitful 
brain of the Marquis (ever ready at the 


connection of ſuch incidents) put toge- 


ther, and endeavour to wreſt to his ma- 


lignant purpoſe. This was the wonderful 


difcovery he had made, and with theſe 
materials did he fabricate this tale, men- 


tioning the circumſtance of the watch, 


which he knew the young gentleman, 
who had lately been unſucceſsful in gam- 


ing, had not about him, to impoſe upon 
maternal affection, and alarm her fears 


for her ſon. It is not impoſſible but the 
Marquis, who was equal to any mean- 


neſs, might have contrived to reduce the 


young man to the neceſſity of parting 


with his watch, by agents cmployed for 
| the 
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the purpoſe, t that he might have a better 
opportunity of ſucceeding in his defigns. 
The daughters of the Marquis de Bou- 
lainvilliers, who followed that pattern of 
female excellence, their mother, notwith- 
ſtanding the injunctions of their father, 
treated me with particular kindneſs, and 
invited me to dine with them. This in- 
vitation was ſoon after the quarrel I had 
with their father, of which they were as 
yet ignorant. I accepted their kind invi- 
tation, and, as ſoon as I entered, I bcheld 
my grand enemy, the Marquis. My eyes 
met his, and I was furprized at his com- 
poſure : he appcared a little caſt down, 
and fearful leſt I ſhould relate our quar- 
rel, but more particularly Jeſt I ſhould | 
expoſe his defigns. He watched me the 
whole time of dinner, and when he thought 
himſelf unobſerved, he gave me a look 
expreſſi ve of ſcorn and ſpite ; which, how- 
ever he might think unregarded, did not 
eſcape the notice of the Viſcounteſs de 
Tonneres. 
After dinner, the ladies and I retired 
into a corner of the ſaloon, to converſe 
more ficely. Monheur de Boulainvil- 
hers, perceiving us together, appeared 
very much agitated, and came up to us: 
he was even ſuſpicious of his own chile 
dren. « What do they ſay to you?“ de- 
apr he. Take care what you ſay 
to them; they are too cunning for you; ; 
they wheedle you out of any thing.“ 
: During 


During the whole courſe of the day he 
ſeemed to be uneaſy, aſhamed, and al- 
moſt terrified ; in the evening he embrac- 
ed me; © Good i my child ! Good 
night!“ 

The Baron de Cruſſol had intereſted 
himſelf on behalf of my huſband, and 
procured him a poſt in the regiment of 


Artois, till he could be otherwife provid- 
ed for. That gentleman, in compliance 


with the wiſhes of the Marchioneſs de 
Boulainvilliers, and in conformity to the 
defire of his wife, with whom I had the 
honour of being upon a footing of inti- 
macy, had exerted himſelf to procure 
this poſt, but did not mean that his ſer- 
vices ſhould ſtop here. 

The Marquis de Boulainvilliers, diſ- 
appointed of his aim in his firſt ſcanda- 


-lous report, ſoon after fabricated another, 


ad rumoured it abroad that the young 

gentleman, the ſon of Madame Clauiſe 
had abſolutely cloped with me. Were! 
to mention half the injuries I have re- 
eeived from this man, it would tire the 
patience of my readers. However, as I 


have had ſome connection, ſome inter- 


courſe with him, in the courſe of a life 
_ replete with misfortunes, ſo far as his con- 


duct had an effect in producing them, ſo 


far I am bound to relate. If theſe facts 
ſhould reflect upon the character of the 
Marquis; it is not my fault, but his: let 


1 | Rt; 
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him, if he can, refute my accuſation.— 
Not only he, but all my enemies, will 
have that juſtice here, which I, by the 
laws of my own country, if I may call 
them laws, was denied. Happy that from 
this moment I can leave this ungracious 
perſon, at leaſt for a time, and proceed 
to circumſtances much more intereſting, 
and which I hope will tend to the grati- | 
fication of curioſity. 
It is neceſſary, for the better under- 
ſtanding of this narrative, to recapitulate 
ſome of thoſe circumſtances, which, 
_ owing to the agitation of a mind almoſt 
overwhelmed with diſtreſs, may probably 
have been too much diflocated for critical 
peruſal. = 
Lt the circumſtances and finadion of 
the authoreſs of this life ever be preſent in 
the memory of the candid, the very re- 
collection of whoſe miſeries is ſufficient 
to obliterate the powers of memory, and 
almoſt all the faculties of the mind. How 
then can ſtrength of conception, judicious 
arrangement of circumſtances, or elegance 
of expreſſion, be expected from one whoſe 
ſituation is ſo compleatly wretched, as to 
render her unfit to uſe any other language 
but that which 1s dictated by the energy 
of grief? Nothing could have induced me 
to undertake a taſk like this, to retrace 
a life which has already been too long, 
and which, if my ideas of it are as uſt as 


e ould 
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I eould with, is drawing faſt to a period ; 
nothing could have rouſed me from this 
lethargy of gricf, but to reſcue my memo- 


ry (when this fluttering pulſe ſhall ceaſe to 7 


beat, and the hand that now guides my 
pen be mouldered into duſt)from the de- 
trations of malice. Abuled, inſulted, 
and difgraced, the wounds of bleeding 
honovr are too deep here to be cloſed. 
Do they call tor vengeance ? No: there 
is a juſt, a righteous judge, be ſore whole 
| id na I ſhall again meet my enemies, 
where neither the ſtrong arm of oppreffi- 
on, nor the“ gilded” hand of oftence, 
will be ſufficicntly powerful to van- 
quiſh innocence. To that tribunal I cite 
my enemies for a rehearing of my cauſe : 
in the mcan time I conſider it a duty ! 
owe my friends, to relate thoſe circum- 
ſtances which may tend to prove that 1 
have been the victim of poweriul oppreſ- 
ion and intriguing policy, againſt which 
nothing but the conſciouſneſs of inno— 
cence could have ſuſtained me. 

I have mentioned the manner in which 
the cltate of my anceſtors had been divi- 
ded, and, from the caly and unſuſpect- 
ing temper of my father, added to his ne- 
ceflitous ſituation, it having been obt ain- 
ed by its prefent poſſeſſors for a very in- 
conſiderable ſum, compared with its in- 
trinſie value, it was re-echoed from cvery 
quarter that theſe pofleſſions, ſo fraudu- 
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lently acquired, might be regained thr oug 


jegal compunction. To examine into 
this, and to gain from the people in the 
place every necellary information, the 
Marchioneſs de Boulainvilliers had advi- 
fed us to undertake the journey to Bar 
The reſtoration of the inheri- 
tance of my anceſtors was what I was now 
aiming at, and endcavouring to gain all 

the frie ends I could to ſupport me in my 
claim. 


When the Mirchioneſs dle nl 


liers was alive, the gave me the ſtrongeſt 


cncouragement to hope, that through her 


powerful influence and interceſhon, I 


thould again be put in poſſeſſion of the 
inheritance of my anceſtors. With this 
view the had introduced me to all her 
friends, particularly thoſe at court, from 
whoſe ituation and interference any pro- 
bable benctt might be derived. The 
worthy Marchionefs, alas! was now dead, 
but the ideas ſhe had taught me to enter- 
tain, and the hopes theſe ideas naturally 
produced, vere ſtill alive, and in full 
vigour. Activity and exertion were now 
more than ever neceſſary, and I foreſaw 


that any proſpect of future fortune would 


principally depend upon a proper culti- 

vation of the friendſhip my worthy mo- 
ther had implanted in the breaſts of her 
friends, and a conjunction of fortunate 
eircumſtances, fo neceſſary to the attain- 


men“ 
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ment of a deſired object. I determined, 
therefore, to improve the acquaintance 
with thoſe to whom the Marchionels had 
recommended me, and who, relpecung 
the memory of that amiable lady, wouls 
be induced to render me ſervice. 

Soon after the death of his worthy lady, 
the Marquis conceived that I might be 
uſeful in his houſe, and had the audacity 

to offer me a direct propoſal, on terms, 
as he exprefled it, of mutual and reci— 
procal convenience: infinuating, that as 
1 was now married, my reputation would 
be ſafe from the aſperlions of ſcandal, and 
that the name of a wife would be at once 
a ſanction for intrigue, and a ſhield for 
reputation. Diſappointed by the forcible 
expreſſion of that indignation which mult 
ever accompany the total rejection of ſuch 
guilty propoſitions, and without hope of _. 2 
being able to overcome a ſettled con- 1 
tempt, which his behaviour could not fail 
of exciting, he attempted revenge, and 1 
revenge of the black<lſt nature, craſtily * 
directed, and envelloped with a diſſimu- | 
lation againſt which it was almoſt im— 
poſſible to guard. I have before ſhown 
how he attempted to alienate the ailec- 
tions of my relations, and clſewhere re- 
lated the means by which he endeavour- 
ed to ruin my reputation with my friends, 
thereby wiſhing to render me as much as i 
panne like himſelf, the object of pri- 1 
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vate ſcorn and public deteſtation ; but 
thoſe good angels, whoſe office it is to de- 


Heat the dark detigns of hypocriſy (a vice 


which cannot always be diſcovered by 


human penerration} diſappointed 155 ma- 
lice. 


Among the chief of thoſe in power, to 


whom the worthy Marchioneſs had in- 
troduced me, was the Cardinal de Rohan. 


That prince gave me the moſt gracious 
reception, and encouraged me to confide 
to him my future projects, which he 


would direct by his advice, and afliſt by 


kis influence. I have already noticed 
that my firſt introduction to this Prince 
was at Saverne, where, having been made 
acquainted 1 vith my ſtory, much to the 
gratification of my worthy mother, he 


vas pleaſed to pay me a particular at- 


tention. He now encouraged me to re— 
late to him, in the moſt explicit manner, 
my ſituation, circumſtances, and expec- 


rations, promiting he would intereſt him- 


ſelf warmly in my behalf. Elated with 
the idea of having acquired fo powerful! 
+ friend, and leafed that my plans would 


have ſo able a director, I did not heſitate 


to diſcloſe them. 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke d Artois, 
having ſcen me at church, noticed me in 


a particular manner, with ki Wonted 
affability. The attention he had been 


pleaſed to pay me was ſoon wafted to the 
Cars 
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ears of his conſort, whom alſo I had the 


good fortune to pleaſe, and ſhe determin- 


ed to take me under her protection. 
The delicate and dilintereſted manner 


in which this Princeſs exerted herſelf in 


my favour, can never be eraſed from my 


memory. Convinced that the had lately 


been in a very fingular predicament, and 


tearful that, if ſhe placed me immediate— 


ly under her patronage, it might operate 


to my diſadvantage, ſhe in the moſt pri- 


vate manner poltible placed me under 
the patronage of her royal. ſiſter, Ma- 


da me. 


The Cardinal, ſrom whom! concealed 


nothing, advited me at this juncture not 
to prels cither the Countels d'Artois, or 


her royal ſiſter Madame, to make any 
direct requeſt, which might probably 
have been premature: it was ſufficient 
that thoſe ladies exprefled an inclination 


to ſerve me. He approved of my inten- 


tions, which were, that they, with Ma- 
dame Elizabeth, who had formerly ho- 
noured me with her attention, would in- 
tereſt themſelves privately, and ſtrengthen 


my application to his Majeity. 


The Cardinal de Rohan having ſanQi- 


oned it with his approbation, I immedi- 


ately ſet about putting it in execution, 
and for this purpoſe waited on Madame 


Elizabeth, who received me with the 


greateſt complacency. J preſented my 


memorial, 
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memorial, which the accepted with her 


uſual affabili ity, and condelcended at 
_ parting to ſalute me. 


Emboldened by the ſucceſs of my firft 


appiication, I ſoon after went to the 
apartments of the Counteſs d'Artois, where 
her firit woman, Madame Coulong, re— 
ceived me, and deſired me to follow to 


lier apartment, in which ſhe left me 
1ittout fayinga word. Ina few minutcs, 


ihe and the Counteſs d'Artois came out 


together, reading a paper, the contents of 


which ſeemed to affect them. Madame 
Coalong returned, and informed me that 
the ee d'Artois and Madame Eli- 
zabeth were that moment peruſing my 


me meh and that the latter begged me 


to call at her houſe, where ſhe would be 


with me in a moment. In a quarter of 


an heur ſhe arrived: I was uſhered to her 


preſence by Madame Patres, her firſt 


woman. After receiving me very cour- 
:coully, and aſking me many polite and 


obliging queſtions. on my ſituation, ſhe 


informed me, that ſhe would do what I 
defired her with the greateſt pleaſure. 

The petition which I delivered to the 
Princeſſes, was in fact drawn up and ad- 


dreſſed to his Majeſty. I had only, as I 
before intimated, put it into the hands of 


thoſe ladies, that, being acquainted with 


the nature of my requeſt, they might en- 


force it as they ſhould ſee occahion. 


The 
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COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 199 
The kindneſs with which the Princess 


received me, the intereſt the took in my 


aitairs, and the expreſiion of her good 
wiſhes to ſerve me, ſo affected my ſenfibi— 


licy, that I could not refrain from tears. 


[ was extremely ſurprized to hear her ex- 
plain herſelf ſo well, and ſpeak with fact- 
lity on minute affairs, about which ladies 


of her high rank are ſeldom ſuppoſed to 


be converſant. When Equitted her, I at- 


tempted to take one of her hands, and 
preſs it to my lips, but the, anticipating 
my intention, gently withe wy Wit, and 


xclaimed, embracing me 1th. all the 
warmth Of friendthip, Ak! my dear 
Counteſs, you are very 15 ar tous, as well 
as Monficur.” Tears of gratitude, which 


1 could not reftrain, triekled ſalt down 
my cheeks. She obſerved it, and exprered 


anx1cty to part with me. “ Come oſten, 
and fee me! Come every 4 ſaid ſhe, 


« you will always find me diſengaged "8 
eleven. Is it poffible, added ſhe, “ that 


the Queen will not prefer you, to the 
Polignacs ?” 5 

If 1 could have belicred that my mis- 
fortunes would ever be ended, it would 
certainly have been at this period. The 
whole court ſpoke of me; I was the gene- 
ral ſubject of their converſation; all 
pointed me out as patronized by Az dame, 


who carried her attention to me to fuck. 
an extent, that, fearing I migkt wait 


ſometimes 
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ſometimes longer than ſhe wiſhed, ſhe 
defired me often to write, and commili- 


oned the Abbe Malet to take charge of 


my letters. This was a very fingular con- 
deſcenſion, and a very great honour; for 


it is not the cuſtom in France to write 
letters to the royal family, which only 


paſs between thoſe who are equal in 
point of rank: when the Princeſſes are 


addreſſed, they are called petitions, by 
way of marking their diſtinguiſhed emi- 
nence and ſuperiority. I think it neceſ- 


fary to make this remark, not merely 
from oſtentation, but to ſhew in what a 
reſpectable light they held my family, 
and how much mey” were attached to my 
intereſt. 


As often as I wrote to her, ſhe carried 
her complacency and condeſcenfion 10 


tar as to write to Monſieur d'Ormeſſon, 


then intendant of the finances, and to 
Monſieur de Forge of Bonnaire, three or 
four letters, ſtating very fully my caſe, 


and prefling them to conſider and intereſt 


themſelves in my favour. Theſe were 
not mere billets, uſually ordered to be 
ſent by perſons of rank upon ordinary 
applications ; but letters, in detail, actu- 
ally written by Madame, under her ou 
proper ſignature, purporting that ſhe 
ſhould be much pleaſed with them if they 
would pay proper attention to her requeſt ; 


that theſe ſolitations were in {a VOUT of a 
perſon 
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perſon who merit cir ſupport, and 
ty hr name was Mademoilelie de Va- 
lois. | | 
When I rreſented theſe letters to d'Or- 
meſſon, he ſaid, Well, Madam, I will 


reply to theſe letters of Madame very 
ſoon; but Madame has now no great in- 


fluence. You ſhould rather ſolicit the in- 


fluence of the Queen; ſhe can ſerve you 
much more effectually. Will you have 


the goodneſs to acquaint Madame that I 


ſhall be very glad to have an audience 


with her, to explain this bufineſs !” I con- 


feſs I felt myſelf much hurt on an inter- 
view with Monſieur d'Ormeſſon, to hear 

him expreſs himſelf with fo little reſpect 
to my benefactreſs; and, as I poſſeſſed a 


faculty from nature of ſpeaking the truth, 


(a language not often ſpoke in courts, not 


often agreeable to the ears of miniſters) 


he felt himſelf fo much offended, that he 
determined with Monheur de Forge de 


Bonnaire, not to give themſelyes ny trou- 
ble about me. 


Monſieur de Forge de Bonnaire was in- 
tendant of the demeſnes of the King's 
fiſheries and foreſts; my father's eſtate was 


a part of theſe demeſnes; it was on this 


account that J found it neceſſary to make 
application to him, to whom I was firſt 


recommended by his worthy uncle, Mon- 
fieur de Beauman, who had given him 
that pace during his lite, This gentle- 


Ks man 
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man was of an opinion very diflerent 
from his nephew: the former withed me 


to recover, and enjoy my father's poſſeſ- 
ſions; the latter aſked me many imperti- 
nent queſtions : © Whether I had a cer- 


_ tain right to make ſuch demand?” and 


if 1 was really deſcended from the Va- 
lois ?  —Aſtoniſhed at the impropriety of 


ſuch interrogatories, my deſcent being 
well known to all Paris, and acknowledg- 
ed by the King himſelf, © Good God!“ 
exclaimed I, in accents of furprize, © Can 


you really be ſerious in theſe enquiries ? 


It is ſurely impoſſible that you can be ſo 
ignorant! nevertheleſs, for your ſatisfac- 


tion, I will fend to you this evening, 
when I return, my genealogical extract, 


which will convince you to a demonſtra- 


tion of my birth, with a letter which ſhall 


_ accompany it, and explain my ſentiments 
on this occafion.” «© Madame,” returned 
he, in a tone of trifling gallantry, © Iaſk 


your pardon ! I only aſked the queſtion, 


that I might indulge my eyes with gazing 


upon a fine woman. I admire your viva- 


city; but with you, Madame, I have a 


double pleaſure, as you are at once beau- 


tiful and witty.”—* You have doubts, 
 Monheur de Forge,” retorted I: © you 


thall feel that Iam a Valois!” I . this 


haſtily, without the leaſt degree of pre- 


meditation; but M. de Forge thought 
otherwiſe, and took occafion, after hav- 
ing 
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ing ſeen me frequently, to make a very 
fine and long declaration. of love. He 
ſaid many things againſt M. d Ormeſſon, 
and wiſhed to ht me, as much as poffible, 
concerning what had been ſaid by Ma- 
dame; obſerving at the ſame time, that 
Monſieur d'Ormeſfſon had it very little 1n 
his power to ſerve me, although he was 
_ certaialy his ſuperior. 
Monſieur d'Ormeſſon had : at rſt promi- 
ſed Madame Elizabeth, that he would ar- 
range every thing in ſuch a manner, that 
the King would not fail to grant what ſhe 
deſired; and fo fure was he of ſucceſs, that 
he advanced me five hundred liv res upon 
the rents of the ſucceeding year. As ſoon 
as Madame was informed of this circum- 
| ſtance, ſhe ſent for me, received me with 
a kiſs of congratulation, complimented 
me on the occahon, and told me ſhe had 
ſanguine hopes that ſhe ſhould now be 
able to ſucceed in her applications, and 
that this was an earneſt of greater ſac- 
ceſs. | 
This beneficent Princeſs was ſo over- 
joyed, that ſhe related the cireumſtance to 
every one ſhe met that evening. All anxi- 
ouſly waited my arrival, that they might 
have an opportunity of congratulating me 
on my good fortune, upon which they were 
pleaſed to ſay a great many handſome 
things, and the generoſity of Madame 
was not more the theme of converſation, 


than, 
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than, as they flatteringly infinuated, the 


accompliſhments of her who had occafi- 
oned it: ſo natural is it for people to flat- 


ter thoſe who are juſt beginning to expe- 
rence the ſunſhine of proſperity, and are 
diſtinguiſhed by the favours of the great. 


The commendations of theſe ſycophants 
are equally profuſe in the time of favour, 
as their malice and contempt of the very 


fame perſon labouring under the gripe of 
poverty, occafioned by the frowns of ne- 


glect. The hiſtory of human nature in 
every page, nay almoſt jn every line, fo 

_ ſtrongly evinces the truth of this remark, 
that it needs neither apology for its in- 
fert ion, nor proof for its ſupport ; it is one 


of thoſe ſelf-evident propoſitions which 


we are every day in the habit of ſeeing 
illuſtrated. Vß ‚ͤ I 
That ſame evening, Madame ſent me to 


the houſe of Monfieur d' Ormeſſon, to 


thank him for his kind exertions in my 


favour. Before I waited upon this miniſ- 
ter at his own houſe, I thought proper 


to write to him, as if from Madame; a per- 
 miffion which that lady had given me. 


The purport of my note was, to enquire 
if he could be ſeen at ten o clock that 
evening. He begged the favour of me, by 


a billet, to have the goodneſs to defer the 


appointment till ſeven o'clock the next 
evening. I accordingly attended at the 
hour appointed, and found there Monſieur 

7 _ Roullier 
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Roullier d'Orveuille, intendant of Cham- 
pagne, who was waiting to ſpeak with 
Monſieur d Ormeflon. I waited near half 
an hour; but what was my ſurprize, when 
I obſerved Monfieur de F orge, who had 
juſt left the room of Monſieur d'Ormeſſon. 
« Ah! are you there, beautiful Coun- 
teſs?” exclaimed he.“ —“ You ſeem to 
| ſpeak as if you was ignorant that 1 was 
here,” replied I, and, like a bird of ill 
omen, began to forebode in my own mind 
that no good was brooding between thoſe 
two; and my OY was eventually 
true. ; 
Madame has ſent me hither, thought 1 
to myſelf, to return my acknowledg- 
ments, but, inſtead of acknowledgments, 
I fear we ſhall have quarrels. If Mon- 
ſieur d'Ormeſſon had ſucceeded according 
to his promiſe, as he had taught me de- 
ceitfully to hope; if he had any good news 
for me, he would certainly have informed 
Monſieur Forge, as thoſe poſſeſſions of my 
anceſtors which I wiſhed to regain were 
all within the department of the latter. 
* You know nothing,” replied I, addreſ- 
ing myſelf to Monſieur de Forge, who 
had put his queſtions concerning my de- 
ſcent, © abſolutely nothing! You know, 
at leaſt, that you are one of thoſe who 
promiſe largely, and perform ſparingly ; 
and you know that you have told me fal- 
ſities!“ He infiſted N an explana- 
tion, 


** . 
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tion, and what I meant by ſuch an aſſer- 
tion. 

Convinced, as I was, that he was yet 
more culpable than Monſieur d'Ormeſlon, 
I told him my thoughts, and in a tone 
which people in office are leaſt acquainted 
with, and leaſt pleaſed to hear. As J 
do not know what you mean to ſay,” re- 
plied he, „I will not wait for you: I will 
either attend you at your own houſe, 
or conduct you to mine. 
I then went to Monsieur d' Ormeſfon, 
leaving Monſieur de Forge with Monſieur 
Roullier d'Orveuille. I underſtood from 
Monheur d'Ormeſlon, what indeed I had. 
already foreſeen, that he had not ſaid a 
word concerning the reſtoration of my 
poſſeſſions, and diſcovered that nothing 
more was in his power than to give me a 
 Kegrat de Sel, in a province about forty 
leagues from Paris. It is neceſſary to ex- 
plain to thoſe unacquainted. with France, 
that the Regrat de Sel is an officer common. 
in every town, and that the perſon. hold- 
ing this office delivers out, from a ware- 
houſe, all the ſalt conſumed in the place. 
The ſalary is proportioned: to the fize of 

the town; and from this office the Gabelle, 
or tax upon ſalt, is collected, which is 
farmed by the Regrat de Scl.—Thus was 
the preat-grand-daughter of a King treat- 
ed by theſe muſhrooms of the day, who, 
- IPringing 
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; ſpringing from the tranſitory ſmile of 
royal tavour, are deſtroyed by the breath 
that raiſed them, and ſink into their pri- 
mitive inſignificance: thus was an un- 
doubted de! Eendant of the Valois degrad- 
ed, by an offer to keep a warehoule, and 
be a retailer of ſalt. 

Vexed at ſuch an inſult, which alarmed 
my pride, and affected my ſenſibility in a. 
manner I had not art enough to conccal, 
an inſult which was more intolerable than 
an abſolute diſappointment, I prepared 
to depart. Monkeur d'Ormeſſon, know- 
ing my intimacy with Madame, and ob- 
ſerving the indignation with which I treat- 
ed ſo degrading an offer, was not without 
apprehenſions that I might prejudice him 
.at court. After my audience, I went to 
the houſe of Monſieur de Forge. I con- 
feſs, that I have a natural warmth of diſ- 
poſition, a certain vivacity and impetu- 
olity of temper, which the propoſition of 
Monſieur d'Ormeſſon had by no means 

tended to diminith. I could not forget ſo 
_ prepoſterous an offer; nor could J help re- 
monſtrating with Monficur de Forge, not- 
withſtanding the preſence of Monſieur de 
Roullier d'Orveuille and ſome of the 
domeſtics. © It is you,” ſaid I, © who 
are the adviſer of Monſieur q ormeſſon; 
he is not wicked enough to deny it, nor 

has he any reaſon todo fo; and, had you 
not made ſome obſervation conſonant to 


your 
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your own views, he would not have offer- 


ed ſuch an inſult.” Monheur de Forge 
folemnly denied having any knowledge 
at all of the matter; he even appeared to 


blame the conduct of d'Or meilon. Mon- 
ſieur de Forge aud Monfieur Roullier 


d'Orveuille expreſſed their good wiſhes to 


ſerve me, gave me friendly advice for my 


future proceedings, and concluded by preſ- 
fing me to declare whoſe conduct was moſt 
reprehenfible. ] cannot exactly aſcer- 
ain,” replied I, {© who is moſt to be cen- 
ſured ; but Madame feels herſelf much 
piqued at having been thus trifled with, 


and by no means underſtands ſuch finefle.” 


But the Queen,” replied they, © is the 


only perſon that triumphs ; it is the who 
rules every thing; all favours are reſerv- 


ed for her diſpoſal.” Monſieur d'Ormeſ- 
ſon had indeed engaged me ſtrongly to 
pay my court to the Queen, becauſe, he 
ſaid, he was obliged to render an account 


of every application for favours, that the 


Queen might ſee whether they were re- 


queſted either by her own, or the friends 


of Madame de Polignac, otherwiſe they 
could not be obtained. 


Furniſhed with this intelligence, w which 
then appeared to me ſo remarkably fin- 


_ gular, I returned to Mapams, and relat- 
ed this converſation word for word. She 
liſtened to me with attentive concern, 


and adviſed me to be patient, aſſuring 
N 
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me that there would ſoon be a change, as 
d'Ormeſſon would not long be in power, 
ſhe notwithſtanding perſuaded me to go 


to him again at Paris, and demand, on 
her part, that he would acknowledge his 
former promiſe, and give me fifteen thou- 


land livres. I accordingly ſet out, ac- 


companied by a friend, and waited upon 


Monſieur d'Ormeſſon about ſeven o'clock 
in the evening. He ſeemed to expreſs 

concern that he could do nothing for me. 
The ſanction. of Maduime, and the pre- 
ſence of the friend who accompanied me, 


inſpired me with courage to ſpeak my 


thoughts.“ Very well!“ replied I.“ Ma- 


due has charged me to tell you, that your 


power to deceive her will ceaſe at the ex- 


piration of three weeks, when I ſhall have 


Qtufhcient ſatisfaction for your breach of 
faith!“ Having uttered this threat, I de- 
parted. 


had indeed predicted the truth; for, 


a bout three weeks aſter my journey from 


Fontainbleau, he, Monſieur d'Ormeſſon, 
was diſmiſſed from office, and ſuperſeded | 


by Monfeur de Calonne. 


I had continued at Verſailles, dancing 


ee ee on Monheur d'Ormeſlon, 
{amuſed with hopes, and deceived by pro- 
mites never meant to be performed) at a 
very conhderableexpence, from the month 


of June to the month of September, by 


the deſire of Aſalame, that I might be 


— - wb — = ' „ . * . 
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upon the ſpot to ſolicit the miniſter. 1 
lodged at the Hotel de Jouy, in the Rue 
de Recollet, having long before (which I 
believe I have not yet mentioned) leſt the 
Hotel de Boulainvilliers, in conſequence 
_ oi the behaviour of the Marquis, who, as 1 
have mentioned in my memoirs, not 
chooiing plainly to bid me depart, took 
care to make my reſidence as uncomfort- 
able as poihtble, by ſeveral mean retrench- 
ments, which none but a man of his diſ- 
poſition could have been guilty of. My 
reſidence at Verlailles, and my domeſtics, 
together with the appearance I was obliged 
to make, and the company with whom I 
aſſociated, was necellarily very expen- 
tive: at the ſame time I had a houſe at 
Paris, where my huſband reſided, in the 
Rue de Saint Giles. 
Monſieur d'Ormeſſon ſent to me one 
day, and defired an interview, informing 
me he had many thinps to tell me, which, 
from his ſhort continuance at Vertailles, he 
had not had time to communicate. On 
my arrival at Paris; in the courle of con- 
verſation, he ſaid, © Oh! Madam Coun- 
teſs, I am confuſed ! I dare not, indeed, 
appear before you; I am really aſhamed. 
Can you pardon me? But I fear I thalt 
not find favour; I have fo often promiſed, 
and not kept my word.” —Theſe were, in- 
deed, humiliating conceſhons for a man 
once fo high in office; but the ſtorm 


Which 


— 
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which had tumbled him from the giddy 


height of intoxicating power, had at leaſt 
1 ſavourable in ſtrengthening his judg- 


ment. During his adminiſtration, he had 
= been a man of promiſes, and had put ma- 


ny to great expence in attendancies wn 


appointments, which all evaporated 1 
diſappointment. 


From 100 great an irritability of the 


nervous ſyitem, I miſcarried a ſecond 


time, and was indeed dangeroully ill; but 


I had the conſolation to find mylelt ho- 
noured by the particular attention of thoſe 
whole interference ſeldom fails to creatc 
envy. The Queen herlelf condeſcended 
to lend for Madame Patres, to enquire 

after my health Madame frequently lent 


to my houſe. Monſieur Champion, page 


of the back ſtairs, a particular favorite of 
Monſieur and Madame, was often dif- 


patched to me with kind enquiries ; fome- 


times he accompanied the phyficians 
whom Madame ſent to give me their ad- 
vice and aſhſtance: it was he who firſt 
gave me intimation how highly I was 
honoured, by the relation of a cireum- 
ſtance which could not but be pleaſing; 


he informed me that he was preſent, 


when the Queen ſaid to his Majeſty, on 
his return from hunting, that ſhe found 
herſelf ſomewhat indiſpoſed. The King 
enquired from whence her indiſpoſition 


proceeded; lt is, replied the, at. 
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_ fight of a ſpectacle which I beheld from 
my window : a lady whoſe name is Valois, 
married to the Count de la Motte, dad 
fallen into ſtrong convulſions, and was 
carried along by two men; it was ſome 
time before I could diſcover what was the 
matter, and I am given to underſtand 
they are both young people.” 


Such an honour as her Majeſty's notice; 
ſuch a condeſcenſion as the very terms in 


which ſhe ſpoke, intimating a degree of 
compailion, and even an intereſt in my 
concerns; ſuch compaſſion, ſuch intereſt, 
could not be pleaſing to thoſe who hat 
long monopolized her Majeſty's favour, 


and they determined, if poſlible, to cruſh. 


this growing attention in its infancy, by 


_ adopting thoſe means which they thought 


beſt calculated to effect their malicious 
purpoſes. To this end, and to prevent 


the viſits and kindneſs of the Princeſſes, 


they infinuated that my diſorder was of 
ſuch a nature as to render it dangerous to 
approach me. 

The kindneſs of theſe ladies, probably 
penetrating the intentions of thoſe who 


wiſhed to ſet me aſide, that they might 
themſelves enjoy my place in their eſteem, 


would not ſuffer them to put an implicit 


confidence in their reports, notwithſtand- 


ing they were not totally without fear.— 


To aſcertain, however, whether theſe re- 


ports were all well founded, Madame 


queſtioned : 
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queſtioned the phyſicians, at the ſame 


time informing them that many perſons 


had endeavourcd to prejudice her againſt 
me, by inſinuating that my diſtemper was 
contagious. Thele gentlemen gave it as 


their opinion, that the diſorder under 


which I laboured, and the conſequent 
convulſions, had been occaſioned by a 
derangement of the nervous ſyſtem ; 
s and we can aver this, for the ſatiafac "Tt 


on of Madame,” continued they,“ upon 
our honour.” “ You believe there is not 


the leaſt danger in coming near her 

This report, then, is nothing but the of. 

| ject of jealouſy.” — She then diſmiſſed 
them, charging them to pay me particu- 


jar attention, and to give her an account 


of the progreſs of my recovery. They 
obeyed her orders punctually, aſſiſting 
me with the beſt advice and medical pre- 


parations; and, when I found myſelf ſuf- 


ficiently convaleſcent, they adviſed me to 
go and pay my reſpects to Madame, and 
to be ſeen by all the court. My firſt viſit 
was accordingly made to that princeſs, 
who received me with the greatelt com- 
placency, and teſtified Her Joy at my re- 
covery. 

At couits, where jealouſy is ever watch- 
ful, where envy is always prevalent, and 
malice continually active; where thoſe 
who are particularized as favourites can- 
not eſcape the minute 1ny eſtigation of 

court 
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court flatterers, it is not ſtrange that at 
_ Verſailles I fell under their cenſure. 
There were many who obſerved the grow- 
ing kindneſs of Madame, and endeavour- 
ed, by every means, to detach her from 


my intereſt ; they were jealous alſo of the 
friend{hip and eſteem with which the 
Counteſs d'Artois condeſcended to honour 
me. Madame had the delicacy not to tell 
me of this, but ſhe ſuggeſted to me her 
ideas through the medium of the Abbe 
Mallet, one of her chaplains, who pre- 
faced his commiſſion with compliments 


it would but ill become me to repeat, 


leſt I ſhould incur the imputation of vani- 
ty. She adviſed me to ſtop the ſuggeſti- 


ons of malice, and prevent any one from 


ipeaking diſreſpectfully of my future con- 


duct, by ſending for my huſband, and 


e the Abbe to write himſelf that 


tame day, deliring him to rome. as ſoon 


as he recciyved the letter. This will at 


leaſt quict thoſe who are jealous; this 


will tend to huſh their ſuſpicions. And 
aire her,” added ſhe, addrelling herſeit 
to the Abbe, to take no ſtep at court 
without her huſband. 

Soon after my recovery, my rrlonds ad- 


viſed me to place myſelf in the Salle des 


Trophes, near the chapel, with my huſ- 
band, to the intent that we might be ob- 


ſerved by all the court. We placed our- 


ilyes at the ide of the chapel, where no 
perſon 
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perſon has any right to be ſeated; but, as 
I was very well known, this was diſpenſed 


with in my favour. Madame had the good- 


neſs to point me out to the Queen, who 


did me the honour to notice me. Upon 


this attention paid me by her Majeſty, 


many eyes, which were before directed 


towards this royal perſonage, were now 


turned upon' me, and a whifper was heard 
.of There, there ſhe is! There is the 
Counteſs de Valois, now perfectly reco- 


vered.” And, as every perſon is ready to 


follow the example of royalty, all ſeem- | 
ed to expreſs their kindneſs, and paid 


their compliments on this occaſion. 

It was more than once mentioned to 
me, that the King and Queen, but more 
particularly the Queen, felt great concern 


on my account; that her Majeſty had ex- 


preſſed herſelf in a very earneſt and pärti- 
cular manner to Madame. From this in- 
telligence, ſo favourable to my wiſhes, 
and the advice of my friends, I confeſs 1 


took every opportunity to fit in the ſame 


place at the chapel, and in every other 


place where I might be more conſpicuoul- 


iy obſerved by the royal family and the 
_ nobility; and it will not probably be 

thought unnatural, that, having favours 
to allc at court, 1 ſhould be ſo anxious to 


gain the royal favour, and ſeize the gold- 


en minute for my eſtabliſhment in lite, 
Whenever I appeared in public, whenever 


my 
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my eyes met thoſe of her Majeſty, ſhe 
honoured me with a ſmile—a fatal ſmile, 
that allured me to my ruin. 

When her Majeſty condeſcended to ſa- 
lute me in this affable manner, as I was on 
the other ſide of the church, I obſerved 
her with a look expreſſive of the greateſt 
reſpect. Not daring to ſmile again, I at- 
tempted, by my deportment, to convey an 
idea how much I felt myſelf honourcd, 
and how extremely grateful} I was for her 
attentions, This tavourable diſpoſition of 
her Majeſty did not eſcape the notice of 
my friends, who: adviſed me to improve 
it to the utmoſt. 

The Cardinal had perſuaded me to ſce 
Madame d'Ofleun, the Queen's attire- 
woman, and fiſter to the Duc de Guiche, 
who married Madame de Polignac, to 
intrèeat that ſhe would have the goodneſs 
to take charge. of the genealogical me- 
moirs of our family, and preſent them to 
the Queen. I accordingly laid them be- 
fore that lady, and begged her to uſe her 
influence in ſtrengthening my requeſt to 
her Majeity. She liſtened to me with 


great kindneſs. and replied, « You are 


certainly not well adviſcd, in having made 
your firſt application to Madame, whom 
the Queen is informed is your protectreſs, 
particularly as you know they are not 
upon good terms. I ſcarce know how to 

direct in ſuch a predicament ; however, 
; I will 
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I will ſee if I can find a favourable op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to the Queen, 18 
have great doubts whether ſhe will tak 


upon herſelf to oblige you, on account of 


your firſt application having been made 


to Madame. As to the memoirs which 
you with to have preſented to his Majet- 


ty, I would adviſe you to ſee my brother. 
b Duke de Guiche, captain of the 


Guards, ſucceflor to the Duke de Villeroy. 


Laſſure you, Madame, that I will recom- 
mend you to him this day. You may oe 


him to-morrow about twelve, or betweci 


twelve and one. Write to him, Le 
ver, at nine, by way of refreſhing his me- 
mory.“ 
I took this lady“ 5 ade ice, aud waited 
upon him next day at the hour appoint- 
ed. The Duke, who was young and 
airy, did not apparently pay great regard 
to my requeſt; in fact, he did not muck 
chuſe to trouble * with buſineſs, 


and, as all are trifling about the court of 


Verſailles, and more buſy in purſuit of 
their pleaſures than any ſerious concer ns, 


the Duke began to amuſe himſelf by pay- 


ing me ſome compliments, and making 


love, inſtead of liſtening to my requeſt. 


As my bufineſs was of a more ſerious na- 
ture than to attend to theſe trifling gal- 


lantries, to which my fituation did indoec! 
but too much expoſe me, I attempted to 


recall his mind to the ſubject | of my er- 
Ver. I. NS rad 
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rand, and ſtill reiterated the word © buſ{t- 
_efs,” „ Well then,” replied he, © I will 
ke the charge of your memorial : I will 
ſe Iver it en to his Majeſty : I will 
"Ive you with ail my influence, and fup- 
Port your requeſt with all my power. 
I conceived this promiſe, in the lan- 
zuage of the court, rather too profuſe to 
be hncere, particularly as the Duke had 


prefaced it with ſome trifling compliments, 
which made me fuppole that my concerns 


would eſcape his memory. I determined 
next day to have my memorial preſented 
to the King. As there was no mals that 
day, it was agreed between us that the 


Pike ſhould himſelf receive it at the 
cnapel, and preſent it to his Majeitty : he 


alſo politely promiſed to inform me, by 


letter, what his Majeſty ſhould obſerve. 
Matters being thus adjuſted, I myſelf 
took care to be preſent at the maſs, and 


took a ſituation where I could fee without 


being obſerved. I had the ſatisfaction to 


perceive the King reading a paper very 
attentively, and the Duke appear to bc 
in earneſt converſation with him. After 
dinner I received a very circumſtantia! 


_ epiſtle from the Duke, to whom the King 


had put a great number of queſtions, very 


tavourable to my intereſt. _ 
In this epiſtle, the Duke adviſed me to 
throw myſelf at his Majeſty's feet the 


next day, to induce him to remember 


me, 
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me, at the ſame time charging me not to 


me not to inform his ſiſter that he had 


which were to me extremely ænigmatical. 
In vain did I reflect, incifectually did J 
then puzzle myſelf, to find the clue that 


„Nou are unfortunately pretty, Ma- 


to gueſs this xnigma. Had they known 


their tempers, the irritability of their 
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ſay a ſyllable to his ſiſter of the part he 
had taken in my affairs. It appeared 
very ſingular, that the Duke ſhould deſire 


preſented my memorial to his Majeſty, 
together with ſome other circumiances 


might unravel this myſterious buſineſs. 
It was alſo ſingular, that a brother, who 
appeared intereſted to ſerve me, ſhould 
give me advice not to truſt his fiſter with 
my memorial, to deliver to the Qucen. 


dame, ſaid he, and the Queen— „„ 
have too much power to pleaſe, and the 4 
Qucen— 
4 could not, for my life, divine 1 8 i 
purport of theſs hints, couched in terms I 
at that moment ſo very unintelligible. MA 
My readers will, perhaps, be as Mk =. 
puzzled as I was, and will ſcarcely be able 1 


the character of the Polignacs, whoſe in- 
fluence was then ſo prevalent at court ; 
had they known their jealouſy of all thoſe 
who were not immediately recommended 
by them; had they known the fury of 


diſpoſitions, neither my reader, nor my - 


ſelf, would have wonder ed at this cn 
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The Duke was, in ſact, fearful of his 


wite, and afraid to: be the means of ac- 


quiring any court fayours, the diſpoſal of 


which thoſe haughty ladies were fo eager 


to INONOPOUZE: This alſo explains thc 
reaſon of the advice of Madame d'Offeun, 
when the manner in which ſhe received 
me, and the counſel ſhe gave me, is re- 
collected, though perhaps the was not 
then aware of what the ſaid. I have, 
nowever, ſometimes ſeen her, as ſhe was 
taking an airing with the Queen in her 
phaeton, to whom ſhe has frequently 


pointed me out, and her Majeity, as uſu- 
al, has condeſcended to regard me with a 


mile of inexpreſſible affability. 
Montieur de Forge, whom I met at 


Fontainbleau, begged permifſion of Moni. 
dela Motte to Pay us A viſit, that he might 


give us his advice reſpecting the preſent 


miniſter. Imagining that he wiſhed to 
premote our intereſt, we were always 


happy to ſee him, which was indeed very 
often : he drew up the plan of proceeding 


he wiſhed us to adopt, in writing, which 
he defired the Count to copy, and tranſ- 
mit the original to Monteur de Calonne, 
tha. he might be apprized of the nature of 


our claim. „ Send it,” continued he, 
** t0-morrow morning at half paſt eleven. 
and, when I mention your name, he wil 


not fail to make ſome remarks upon che 


It ſhall be my Care to 


circumſtance. 
avail. 
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plain every thing, as ſoon as I get poflolſi- 
on of your memorial.” I indeed promiſ- 
ed it ſhould be prepared for him, but; 
having ſtrong reaſons for ſuppoing his 


glected it. 
The follow! ing day he waited upon me, 
to alk the reafon why I bad not fent the 
memorial to Monſieur de Calonne, who 
was going to ſet 0:7 the Wedneſday follow- 
ing, conſe quently he could not have any 
portant ty of ſceing him but 1 Paris. 


5 N * itte Il $0 &L * Monheur d P Þ 410 nne, 
he gging him to: ap 011 It: LON ray 10 ran 


a very polite note in anſwer, telling me 
that he was ſorry he could not ice me till 


departure.“ 
I muſt do Monfieur de Calonne the juſ- 


riod was perfectly fatisfactory, and I be- 
gan to feel my hopes revive, and to think 


concluſion. I was, however, deceived. 


only to be loſt in greater diſappointments. 
Thus fallaciouſly was I accuſtometd to rea- 


which I flattered myſelf would be pro- 


avail myſelf of this opportunity to ex- 


profeſlions were not altogether inccre, ne— 


That is juſt as 1 with," replis 1 : 
interview to- -morrow, and he has written 
W edneſday at one, juſt previous to his 
tice to ſay, that his behaviour at that pe- 


that my misfortunes were arawing to a 


Theſe hopes were rekindled, but, alas! 


ſon on the firſt dawn of good fortune, 


greitve to the meridian of my wiſnes, 
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but had cheriſhed only an illuſive glcam, 
o fancy, which beamed in the boſon of 
ne xperienced youth to allure it toward: 
the precipice of ruin. 

The Wedneſday following, on my ar- 
rival in Paris, I underſtood that Monſicur 
de Forge had been that morning to pay 
me a viſit. He wrote a ſew lines, expret- 
live of his wiſh that I ſhould devote an 
nr or two to him the fame day, as he 
had fome very particular buſineſs to com- 

municate. I accordingly ſaw him at the 
appointed time, and related the good re- 
ception I had met with from Monticur de 
Calonne. © 'Tis very well,” replied he; 
Jam Tales delighted; there is not the 
jeaſt doubt but we ſhall ſuccced. I will 
70 to-morrow, about ten; I have ſome 
bufineſs to do with him, and I will be ſure 
to ſpcak of you.” © That's very well, 
replied I; © and have the goodneſs to 
drop me a line, to inform. me if he con- 
ſents to my appointment this evening.” 

After waiting a conſiderable time, in 
expectation of an anſwer from Monſieur 
de Forge, I began to ſuſpect him of du- 
plicity, and wrote a note, wherein I in- 
formed him that I ſhould follow him im 
mediately, unleſs I could be ſatisfied, as 
to the ſucceſs of his application. He 
pretended that Monſieur de Calonne was 

too much engaged,“ which,“ added he, 
„ not very Range, as he is ſcarcely 
ſeated 
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ſeated in his office;” declaring that it 
was with the utmoſt difficulty they could 
find a moment to ſpeak of me; but he 
will be very glad to converſe with you 
upon your concerns to-moxrow, at half 
paſt ſeven in the evening.“ There was 
nothing more material, than that Mon- 
ſicur de Calonne, from what he had ſaid 
to him concerning me; appeared very 
much diſpoſcd to oblige me: 

Previous to my viſiting Monkieur de Ca- 
lonne, I faw his firſt ſecretary, named 
Henry. This gentleman, who was re- 
markably intelligent, and in whom I 
placed preat confidence, wiſhed both rac 


and my huſband all Pol ible ſucceſs. Be 
uſed every exection in his power with the 


three ſucceſſive miniſters in my behalt, 
and once ſaid, with great joy in his coun: 


tenance, © Oh, Madame Counteſs, your 


misfortunes will very ſoon be over! only 
have a little patience ." 
prehend his meaning. He told me that 
he had often ſpoke of me to Monſicur de 
Calonne, who appeared dchrous to oblige 
me. He encouraged me much, and ad- 
vanced every argument that might in- 


duce me to hope, but without effect; he 


could not diſpel thoſe fears, which, in- 
deed, I could not help expreſſing. . IH 
he ſhould change, Madame,” replied he, 


% I aflure you I ſhould be very much ſur- 


prized, 8 He then conducted me to the 
1 houſa 


I could not com- 
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hows of Monſieur de Calonne, to whom 


1 was immediately introduced, although 
the ere were many perſons at that time 
walking. 

This being an evening in which there 
was a particular audience, I did not in- 
tend to occupy the time of the miniſter, 
engaged in ſuch a multiplicity of buſi— 


eis; he nevertheleſs defired me to bc 


teatkd. Fis converſation furprized mc to 


the laſt degree, and I began to perceive 


= there had been a great deal of finefle 


between him and Monſieur de Forge, 
ee I wanted courage to tell him my 


thoughts, Contes, fai he to me, 


1 that you are only ſhamming poverty f 


You are certainly not fo in reality; for it 
is very viſible that the appearance you 


make peaks quite a different language. 
You have a hotel at Paris, your cabriole, 
voiture, a travelling carriage, with ſer- 


vants in livery; and you travel with the 


court. All this ſplendor, Madame Coun- 
teſs, is beyond your income. Is it pofli- 
ple we can believe that your penſion of 


eight hundred livres can ſupport all this? 
But come now, tell me, and tell me tru- 
ly, for the caic ulation of your expence 


is at the rate of two thouſand five hun- 


dred livres per annum. Confeſs that you 


have other reſources than we are ac-_ 
quainted with, for it ſurprizes us greatly, 


that you ſhould pretend to be ſo poor. 
Laure 
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J aflure you, Sir,” replied I, “ thoſe 


who gave you this information are not 


acquainted with the ſums I have been 
obliged to borrow, nor how much I am 


in debt. Perhaps you are ignorant that 


Madame has deſired me to accept an arret 


de ſurſeance (a ſpecies of writ iflued under 
the King's ſign manual, the party obtain- 
ing which is obliged to make a declara- 


tion of the extent of their debts, and are 


protected from arreſts, or ſuits. at law) 
and that my declaration amounted to lixty 


thouſand livres.” «<« On, oh ' exclaimed 


he, that is quite a different thing, 
« Having carneſtly intreated Madame,” 
replied I, “to put an end to my affairs, 
ſeveral of my friends adviſed me to men- 
tion the debts I had incurred in conſe— 
quence. of my atzendance. Thoſe who 
were jealous of me infinuated to Madame, 

that this was a piece of finefle on my 


part; they allo adviſed her to treat me 
in the ſame manner, and, inſtead of 
giving me money, to grant a ſafe conduct 
for my huſband, and the orre! de ſurſearce 
as a priviiege for myſelf. By this pre- 


_ caution, I was given to underſtand that IL 
might wait with patience, as I ſhould not 
be harraſſed by the demands of creditors.” 
—Surprized at this fingular mode of ad- 
dreſs, while I was making my applications, 
well recommended, and ſoliciting JaVOUrs, 
I knew not what to reply. 


L „ was 


- - — _—_— 9 — 2 "ia 
- 2 OI TY POE IU "II. TORIES $5 bs ; — 2 F : UI ” EC SS — 
— A CE CES nuns ue" Line = — e 


_ — mg 
. 1 : * b 
— ws _—_ EE EO. 1 err r PE Se 7 — — — — — — 
— = * - "2D 2 1 nn * — * . * — — 
— 3 3 — — . * ed 928 — 7 _— — Tr -- 2 — 2 
of . . — — — — . ö — — — — 


1 
| 


LE 
1 

1 1 | 

& 

N 
N 1 
8 5 
N [3 #0 
| 1440 

1 
. I: ; 
94 + 
, ; 
iT 4 
is | u 
: BY YU 
1 
* 54 2 
27] 8 
_ RER 
=o * 
1 s 8 

1 

10 . 
= d 
__ . : Tf 

) 

_— 7. 

11 
1 
1 fl 
1 M 

* W. 

# l 
[1 * 1 

1 

3 
1 als 
[3 1 1 

Al * 

. . 
1 iT 
1 i 

: x 

= 1 
31 4 

- 

N 9 : 
117 1 
179 
bl I - 

' 1 
„ 

* 

Y Med 
1 ge 
[ "4, 

80 

1 
. 
1 

. 

. 

4 ; 

. i x 

k - 

} 7 'F: 
! i 
* 4 

: 0 
=_ 

a! 

0 | 
WT *. 
_ + 
(34 ! 
= 

, . 

_ 

3. 8 1 8 
[4 W 

7 1 * 
14 
_ _- 

47 
. 1 
4 

: 

L 7 by * 
3 8 

be . 

" 3 
F 4 
* 4 
_ 1 

x » 
_ 7: 
& ' 

: o 

_ 

1 

11 


P — — . SST. ur. 5 


— 


——ͤ 
— 9 —— — 


— — - 
of 8 — — 


226 Fit tien t THE 


I was tempted ſeveral times to riſe, 
and make urgency of buſineſs an excuſe 
for my departure. You have many 
perſons waiting for you, Sir,” ſaid I. © Sut- 
ter me to viſit you another day, when 
you will be more at leiſure!” But I was 
{till detained. Neglect was not ſufficient ; 
{ was detained to be inſulted. © An ar- 
ret de Surſeance !” repeated Monfieur de 
Calonne, in a farcaſtic manner; © but 
that may, perhaps, beaſked without reaſon ! 
It is really diſagreeable for you, that Ma- 
dame has people about her ſo very jealous 
of you, to give her ſuch advice!” © 1 
really do not underſtand your expreſſ- 
ons,” replied 13 neither can I compre- 
hend your meaning.” © Tell me then,” 
replied he, “ who are really your friends! 
Ik Tdefire to be informed, it is becauſe 
I would anticipate them.” * I aſk, Sir,” 
returned I, “ nothing but the eſtate of 
my anceſtors: in that centers all my de- 
mands: and I wiſh to hear no more. 
The reader, who is at all converſant 
with the hiſtory of mankind, will natu- 
rally deem it unneceſſary for me to point 
out the dithculties which are oppoſed to, 
and the trouble and vexation ever attend- 
ant on, an application ſor court favours. 
J cannot help obſerving, however, that 
thoſe in power, forgetting the attention 
with which it is their duty to hear and 
redreſs the grievances of the unfortunate, 


wanting 
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wanting even in the common politenefs 


for which the French nation has ever 
been diſtinguiſhed, (and which was re- 
quiſite, in proportion as female timidity 
diſcouraged me from proceeding) will 


apparently liſten to a diſtreſſing relation 
of complaints, and even pretend to pity 


them; but, with a ſignificant ſhake of 
the head, the miniſter will coldly reply, 


$6 Really, Madam, I am extremely ſor- 


ry! I have ſo much buſineſs to-day ! 
Can you call again on ſuch a day?“ 


When that day arrives, the very ſame 


ſcene is again acted; and there is no end 

to your application, but mortification on 

one fide, and deceit on the other. 
Inſtead of receiving any conſolation, I 


was treated with mere cajollery and ba- 


gatelle. Deeply did I feel that fickneſs 
of the heart, which ariſes from anxious 


ſuſpence, ending in ſtill greater Map 
pointment. 


Soon after my interview with Mon- 
ſieur de Calonne, M. de Forge paid me a 
viſit. I received him, and, as I have al- 
ready intimated, not being poſleſſed of 


the talent of concealing my thoughts, nor 


wearing a ſmile upon my countenance 
with a bofom labouring under diſcon- 


tent, I ſpoke to him very freely, and, in 
plain terms, accuſed him of duplicity. 


He, defended himſelf to the beſt of his 


- ability. © Ceaſe, hr,” continued I, to 


perſuade 
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perſuade me any farther ! I aſſure you it 
is in vain! Iam convinced of your difſi- 
mulation, and requeſt you inſtantly to 
drop ſo diſagreeable a ſubject. M. de 
Forge, with the moſt bare-faced effron- 
tery, paſſed over every thing J had ſaid 
in a few gallant expreſſions. I do not 
with,” ſaid he, © to be deprived of the 
good graces of the ladies! I ſubmit to 
every thing ! Fine women have a charter 
to ſay what they pleaſe! 

After numerous attendances on Mon- 
ſieur de Calonne, as well at Verſailles as 
at Paris, he at laſt told me, © That he 
had laid my memorial before his Majeſty, 
but that the Duke de Vrilliere had ex- 

changed one eſtate to which I laid claim, 
at Fontette, and this was what had hi- 
therto created a difficulty; but that the 
King out of his royal munificence, had 
granted me an augmentation of ſeven 
hundred livres.“ I replied, in the hear- 
ing of a number of perſons, © That the 
King had ordered no ſuch thing; that he 
gave more than this to his valets and 
footmen ; and that, if he was properiy 
acquainted with the true ſtate of my 
claim, I ſhould find relief from a prince 
who was naturally juſt.” I refuſed this 
pitiſul addition; “ but I will oblige you,” 
ſaid 1, in a ſpirited tone, “ to ſpeak of 
my demands! I will ſtay in this houſe! 
Make your complaints, Sir, to the King, 
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and tell him, that I will fix myſeif in this 


houſe till he thinks Pye to Live me 
another! 


Monſieur de Calonne was aftonilied at 


being addreſſed by a female in a:ſtile ſo 
unuſual; and, he peing called out at the 
moment to the Ducheſs de Folignae, L. 
went into another drawing- room, where 


I remained three hours without ſeein 


him. Obſerving his ſecretary, Monſieur 
Henry, whom Thave before ſpoken of; I 
thought it very probable, from ſeveral 


ſervants having- before entered the room, 


that Monſieur. de Calonne had ſent to ſee 


if I had put: my threats in execution. 
Monſieur Henry expreſſed his ſurprize at 


ſceing me, ſpoke to me very politely, 
defiring me to come up into his apart- 
ment, and ftay with him : but, as I in- 
ſiſted on remaining: where I was, he told 


me from Monſieur de Calonne, that I 
ſhould certainly be ſatisfied. „ I fhall 


come to-morrow morning to your houſe,” 
added he, © to bring you good news.” I 


went away, not ſo much through the 


farth of fair promiſes, but becaule I re- 


 Hected that my continuance would an- 
{wer no purpoſe. 


The next morning Monſieur Henry 


called upon me, and brought me a bag 
of fifty louis, and ſome time after another 
containing the ſame ſum ; and at another 
time he brought me les 1 was tired 


with 
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of receiving ſuch pecuniary gratuities, 
and determined to reject this laſt, telling 
him that I did not atk for money ; it was 
my eſtate that I claimed. 

Soon after, Madame ſent the Sieur Sen 
pion, deſiring me to wait upon her at her 
own houſe, at ſeven o'clock in the even- 
ing. On my arrival, ſhe put into my 
hands a note from Monkeur de Calonne, 
purporting, that having fubmitted to his 
Majeſty the demand of the Counteſs de 
Valois de la Motte, the King cannot at 
this time grant any more than the aug- 
mentation of feven hundred, to her for- 
mer penſion of eight hundred livres, mak- 
ing together the ſum of fiſteen hundred 
livres per annum, the brevet of which 1 
herewith ſend to n ky 

Madame expreſſed the greateſt anxiety 
that ſhe had it not in her power to do any 
more, and appeared very much affected, 
as this was her laſt reſource. At that 
time the adviſed me to exert myſelf to the 
utmoſt to ſee the Queen, and to bring 
her good news, which ſhe ſhould liſten to 
with the greateſt pleaſure. 

It will appear, from what I have al- 
ready related of her Majeſty's condeſcen- 
ſion, and the attention with which ſhe 
honoured me, that ſhe had conceived 
ſome partiality for my intereſt, and that 
her good wiſhes were not wanting to ren- 
der me ſeryice, But the Queen was not 
her 
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her own miſtreſs; ſhe was entirely g0- 


verned by the Polignacs, who had ac- 
quired an abſolute aſcendency at court. 


There was no accels to the royal car but 


through their influence; no {avours were 


diſtributed but through their means, and 


to their creatures; to thoſe who were de- 


cifively of their pary, and whoſe intereſt 
it was that they ſhould preſerve the au- 


thority they had acquired. The Counteſs 
de Polignac, grand adviſer of this junto, 
had no pretenſions, either from beauty 
or addreſs, to ſuch an influence as. ſhe 


poſſeſled; an influence which ſhe held 


more from fear than any other mne 


The Queen, whoſe diſpofition was wa 


and lofty, was filled with the moſt 8 ; 
ed ideas of her family and deſcent ; but, 


as I have before ſtated, ſhe was not her 
own. miſtreſs, and conſequently wiſhed 
not to receive me publicly.—From the 
hints I have already given, many doubts 
which may have ariſen in the minds of 
my readers will be diſpelled, and many 
more which might probably ariſe, with- 


out fuch an explanation, be ſufficiently 
obviated. 


Many perſons of my acquaintance, : 
perfectly converſant in the intrigues of 


the court, reproved me ſtrongly for my 
attachment to Madam, my credulity in 


' truſting to her promiſes, and ſuppoſing 


her Protection could do any thing at 
court. 
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court. Every one echoed in my cars,. 


It is the Queen whom you ſhould apply 
to; it is the Queen who has the diſpoſal} 
of every thing: you ſhould” have culti- 
vated an acquaintance. with the Polig- 
nacs.' Thoſe who adviſed me to this, 
I well knew were my friends, better ver- 


_ ſed in the myſtery of court. influence, in 

which they had been educated: all their 
lives. I ſubmitted my own ideas to their 
counſel and direction, and attempted to 


gain an admithon to the Ducheſs de Po- 


lignac. In Coniequence of this, I wrote 


to that lady, begging her to do me. the 


honour of appointing an interview, when 
it would be convenient, She returned 
for anſwer, that if Madame the Counteſs 

de Valois would wait upon her the next 
day, between eleven and twelve, ihe 


ſhould be at leiſure to receive her. 


_ T accordingly waited upon her the fol- 


lowing day, at the hour appointed; when, 
inſtead of ſeeing her, I received a mel- 
ſage that the Ducheſs was extremely ſorry, 


but Monſieur the Count d'Artois was then 
with her, and that ſhe could not tell how. 
long he might ſtay, obſerving, that it 


would probably be ſome time, as he 
generally attended the Queen at her 


apartment; but Madame the Counteſs 


may come at the ſame hour to-morrow. 


I defircd the valet de chambre to acquaint 
the Ducheſs, that I would then do myſelf 


the honour of waiting upon her. 
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The next day, at the hour appointed» 


- - 
— 4 


J again waited on the Ducheſs, who, after 


keeping me a long time in the anti-cham- 


ber, diſpatched the ſame valet de chambre 
with a ſmall ſcrap of paper in his hand, 
containing theſe words, Madame the 


Ducheſs is extremely ſorr y that ſhe has it 
not in her power to receive Madame the 
Counteſs, being too much engaged tor 


others, to oblige her in any claim which 


the may have to make to the King, or 
the Queen, who is already fatigued with 


numberleſs applications.” Surpriz bed at 
the rudeneſs of ſuch a meſſage, I addretl- 
ed myſelf to the valet, © Is it poſſible that 
Madame de polignac ſhould have ſent 
ſuch an anſwer as this?” © It is not my 
fault, Madame,” replied he, in conduct- 


ing me out; © it is Madame the Duchels, 


who has wade me write it, becauſe 1 


ſcrupled to deliver it viva voce.” 


I will confeſs that my vanity was very 
much hurt at the treatment I received 


from this imperious woman. © Certainly,” 


ſaid I to myſelf, on returning home, I 
am born to be a beggar, and, like a wan- 
derer upon the earth, have no place to 
lay my head! Unfortunate woman! Un- 
fortunate name! to be the ſcorn of thoſe 


whoſe birth, to mine, was nothing! 


Children but of yeſterday, raiſed into 
affluence from indigent obſcurity! Was it 


for them to treg t me with ſuch infolence? 
Were 
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Were theſe the women whom, in my 


humble ſtation of a mantua maker's ap- 


prentice, I have fo {requently waited upon 


trom Madame de Bouilol to obtain pay- 
ment, and who then, inſtcad of money, 


could pay me with courteſy and fair pro- 


miles! Are theſe they who, before the 
ſmile of royal favour, no tradeſman choſe 
to truſt, and even their mantua-maker 


refuſed to work for ; W ho had not even a 


habit to be preſented in at court?“ -I do 
not reproach them for their misſortunes, 


or their poverty ; but I re >proach them for 
their haughty behaviour. am not 


aſhamed to confeſs my misfortunes.— 
Though the deſcendant of a King, I have 


been a beggar, a ſervant, a mantua-ma- 


ker's apprentice, and the favorite of a 
Queen! I now am preparing to leave a 
theatre where I have acted ſuch a varicty 


of characters, for any other ſtate of exif- 
tence, ſince with equal ſenſibility, with 


 fimilar conſciouſneſs, J cannot be more 
miſerable. 

Why ſhould I be thus treated by the 
Ducheſs de Polignac? Was it becauſe ſhe 
knew I was intimately acquainted with 
all the circumitances I have uſt recited, 


that ſhe was afraid I ſhould avail my ſelf 
of them, to wound her pride? Was it that 


knowing my birth, and the noble {pirit of 
the Queen, | ſhe was fearful leſt her bor- 


rowed {ſplendor ſhould be celipſed But 
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I will not. proſtitute my time, or the pati- 
ence of the reader, by mentioning thoſe 
anecdotes which could not fail to mortity 
55 pride of thoſe imperious women, 
hoſe haughty demeanor ſufficjiently cha- 


196 their grovelling extraction. 
Madame, who had aſked me if I ever 


had an opportunity of ſceing the Polig- 
nacs, told me, as well as the Counteſs 
d'Artois, that, upon reflection, they 
thought, if I could but once be preſented 


to the Queen by thoſe women, there was 


not the leaſt doubt but I ſhould ſucceed 
in my petition; © for, my dear Coun- 
teſs,“ continued ſhe, © I know not whe- 
ther you are well acquainted with the 
circumſtances; but I am not upon terms 


with the Queen, and poſſibly the reaſon 
that you have not ſucceeded, is becauſe, L 
have intereſted myſelf in your behalf, as 
Monſieur de Calonne has himſelf inform 


ed me that the Queen had taken the diſ- 
poſal of all favours: I would therefore 


adviſe you to write to Madame de Polig- 


nac, and report to me how you are re— 
ceived.” I accordingly wrete, and report- 


ed to Madame the 5 I met with, at 
which ſhe was highly enraged.” 

It was very recently that the Queen and 
Madame had quarrelled ; which was not 
_ uncommon, as there were mutual] pigues 
between them. The preſent difference, 


which appear ed to have been looked upon 
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226 THE LIFE OF TUE 
by both parties in a more ſerious point of 
view than uſual, aroſe from a ſcandalous 


report which had been circulated relative 


to IM dame, and which had no other foun- 
dation than in the mere appointment of 
ene of her domeſtics to the fuperinten- 
dance of a garden ſhe took a Particular 
pleaſure to walk in. 

In the heat of their diſpute, the Queen 
upbraided her royal fiſter with the above 
appointment. This drew from AMudane 


an equally ſevere retort upon her Majyet- 


ty. Their diſpute arifing to a very dif- 
agreeable height, the two ladies f [C7 arated 


in the moſt v violent a 71itation, ſee:n ingly 
entertaining the great oft Tancour and in- 


difference towar ds each other. 
Malicious reports are preſent every 


where; perhaps at court they are more 
particularly prevalent.—All the eyes of 


the Queen's ſriends were upon Audaome ; 


they were as ſharp-lighted as lynxes, to 
diſcover any blemiſh in her reputation, 


and were really afraid of her virtue: for 


his Majeſty frequently had faid, in the 
hearing of the Queen,—* But no one 
ſpeaks flightingly of the conduct of Ma- 
dame d' Artois! — This was ſufficient to 


excite Jealouſy ; ; this was enough to make 
her odious. She was pointed out as a 


pattern of virtue; and it was neceſſary, 
if poi! ible, to faint her reputation. 


When 


/ 
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When people are determined to be 
malicious, they have generally cunning * 


ſufficient to invent or make falle com- , 
ments upon actions, in themſelves ab{o- _ i 
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Jutely innocent. Madame often went to a 
very pretty houſe at Montrevil, thrice a 
day frequently, both winter and fummer: . 

ſhe walked in the garden, gave orders her- i 

ſelf that every thing ſhould be managed 1 

to her taſte.— She took infinitely more. ; 

pleaſure in this innocent amuſement, 5 

than ſhe did in court, where, Doing out of 'N 
favour with the Queen, ſhe was not only 4 

diſreſpected, but even frequently inſulted. 

This innocent occupation was, by the 

breath of calumny, converted to a crime; 

they infinuated that this Princeſs fo fre- 
quently viſited this houſe for the purpofe 
ot ſecing a domeſtic, who, from the foli- 
citations of thoſe about her, ſhe had been 
charitably induced to appoint to the | 
ſuperintendance of this garden, he having | 
been gardener before he was her chair- 1 
man. = 
From ſuch ſlender materials did theſe = 
ſpiders artfully weave a web to entangle | 
the reputation of the Princeſs. But they 
were not content with this; the gardener 
was one day found dead, and it was .pre- 
xnded that he was poiſoned by Madame, 
to prevent a diſcloſure of her ſecrets. —[ 
am relating only what I have heard, but 
which is well KNOWN to have been circu- 
lated 


; 
F 

I 
45 
* 

7 

* 

Xt 
Ps 

F 
by 

4 » 
* 

2 
= 
hes 
15 
WH 
13 
. 

> 


Eo os ro ge HE 
22 iT on NE IN 
o e 
V OY +> 


1 


— — - - x, Bw - _ * — * 
ene 422, * * 75 * N - n * 4 * « 
< 2 4 ok. © —— X 2 — —— £4 — — * 
— . . 5 ” — - — — = — 5 C 2 = —— — — 
— — 2 — — — 
ſg _ . - 1 - — ” ——— — 
22 2 4 FI Ea bs , — — 2 5 ——— 2 — = <1 — 
: on — 5 D — 2 — — — - 
— a 6 . — —— — = —— — — 
rr r ——— —_— - a - IL Rn —— — r 
ry J . — DIED 2 8 r — — — — 28 8 - TIE — — SOL hel LL 
: : r . - "nr 
L x 
. 


1 . 
797 q R 
; . » 
] x 
"| 
it | 
Wis: 
14 
4H. ; 
1 
1K Bi 
1 
1 
FR 
_ 7 
—_ : 1 
n n 1 
To 
$ - 
! : | 


ES. - 
q 1155 
8 
1 
—— 

4 1 
= 
1 
* 7 85 
4 t 

l ww 5 
_= 
P w - 

= {*. 
483 
7 
\; 4 
5 . 
1 
8 5 
N 
. 
© WI 
1 * 
B74 
"Ry 
71 
+ 


— 


+ 


233 Tun LIFE or THE 
lated very extenſively. For theſe circum- 


ſtances, and the truth on which they are 
grounded, I muſt refer my reader to the 


Polignacs. Though they may here arreſt 


the hand of juſtice, when they arrive at 
that tribunal where the ſecrets of every 


heart ſhall be revealed, where they them- 


ſelves will be obliged to give in evidence, 


there they will appear in their proper 
colours, and be made anſwerable for 
their unjuſt aſperſions. 

It would be a tedious taſk, indeed, to 


recapitulate the numerous and ſcandalous 


fabrications which were induſtriouſly pro- 


pagated to the prequdice of theſe amiable. 


ladies, whole exemplary conduct having 


elevated them to the very ſummit of 


public eſtimation, and who were no lets 
refpectable for their private worth, were 
rendered at once objects of hatred and 
envy to thoſe who deſpaired of emulating 


their virtucs. 
I muſt confeſs I felt myſelf extremely 
zortified at the reception I met with from 


the Polignacs, my only hope, and indeed 
the only medium through which I could 
expect an acceſs to the Queen being from 


their intereſt. Reduced to a degree or. 
deſperation, I rehgned all thoughts of 


ſucceeding in my wiſhes, and gave way 
to an impetuoſity of temper, which re- 
peated diſappointments had almoſt ren- 
dered fatal. From a warmth of diſpoſi- 
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tion, I cannot remain neutral ; if it is a 
fault, it is a defect in my nature, for 


which I hope I am not accountable. 
Unwilling to acquaint the Cardinal 

With the repulſe I had met with, I form- 

cd the dreadful project of putting an end 


to my exiſtence, and inſtantly ſet out for 
my own houſe at Paris, hoping that I 
ſhould not ſee my huſband, to impede 


my deſign. That melancholy hope, at 
lcaſt, was ſucceſsful ; he was abſent from 
home T opened my ſecretary, and tak- 

ing from thence two loaded: piſtols, I re- 
turned to Verſailles. On my arrival 


there, I ſat down to write my life, to 


leave behind me, with ſeveral letters to 


my friends, expreſſive of the diſtracted 
ſtate of my mind, and a caution to my 
enemies who had reduced me to that deed 

of deſperation ; but finding myſelf more 


diſturbed as I adyanced, I threw down my 
pen, and began to cx poſtulate. +*--And 
when I have written this miſe able life,” 
confidered I, © which I am now on the 
point of quitting, what will it avail me, 
after my death, to inform the world that 

I have put a period to my own exiſtence ? 


They will only ſay, perhaps, that I pre- 
ferred a preſent and tudden, to a more 


diſtant and lingering exit. 


My brain was now raging, even to 


raadnels.. Reaſon was tumbled from her 


ſeat, and cvery calmer thought was 
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240 THE LIFE OF THE 

whirled in the vortex of deſpair. Nothing 
remained unſhaken but my dreadful pur- 
poſe. Filled with that purpoſe, I went 


out at ſix o'clock in the mor ning. A 


large calath ſufficiently concealed my face. 


I procceded unobſerved; not even my 


»wn people were acquainted with my de— 
parture. Nothing now was requiſite but 


a place proper lor the execution of my 


horrid defign. 


I directed my way PN a wood 


about a league from Veriailles. Paſſing 
through the park, ] at length came to a 


very large and deep pit, which had been 
a ſtone quarry. Upon the brink ot this 
pit, whoſe deep recels I deſigned to be my 


iepuichre, I flood for a mend, and 


about to commit arreſting the prayer ere 


dareſt thou think "of preſenting a prayer 
to 


looked around attentively, that no curious 


eye might mark my agitation, no hand 


humane interrupt me in my courſe. Un- 


obferved by every eye, but His which pe- 
netrates the deepeſt abyis, and reads the 


ſecret thoughts, 1 deſcended, and walked 


a few paces under ground. My brain was 
in the moſt violent agitation, and I feem- 
ed, as it were, ſcaled for deſtruction. I 
made the ſign of the croſs, wiſhing, be. 


tore my departure, to put up a hort prayer 
to Heaven. 
But here, reflections on the crime I was 


it could take its flight, I cried, „ Wretch'! 
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der? I ſhuddered at the very idea; Iſtif- 
fened with horror at my own preſum ption; 
a thouſand thoughts crowded upon my 
mind; Reaſon and Deſpair were in a con- 
tinual ſtruggle. © Yet, wretch,” ſaidI to 
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_ myſelf, © liſten not to the voice of Pride! 


Let Reaſon, for a moment, calm thy fears! 
Attend to the whiſpers of Hope ! Has not 
the Cardinal obliged you? Is he not at this 
very moment your friend ? If the court, 
if the public ſhould know this, will they 
not put falſe conſtructions upon his ſer- 
vices, and traduce my character as they 
did that of Madame ? But, alas! what is 


and not a permanent independence !” 

Wearied with this perturbation of mind, 
fatigued by the conteſt between Reaſon 
and Deſpair, and finding no avenue for 
the admiſſion of Hope, I took one of the 
Piſtols, and placed it to my right ear. 
Something ſeemed yet to reſtrain my hand. 


my unfortunate huſband ? When he ſhall 
hear of this, probably he may take the 
ſame deſperate remedy!” This reflection 


down, and remained for a conſiderable 


awaking as from a dream, a flood of tears 
Vol. 1 1 


to that Deity who has prohibited ſelf- mur- 


in the power of the Cardinal? That which 
has been already done, though great, is, 
as it were, but a tranſitory act of charity, 


But what,” thought I, „ will become of 


deprived me of all my reſolution. I ſat 


time in a ſtate of ſtupidity ; but at length, 


relieved 
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relieved my burſting heart, and, being 


horrid deed, which I had well nigh perpe- 


trated, appeared before me in its pro- 


per colours. A ray of hope at that mo- 
ment was revived in my breaſt, and that 


love of life, which is inſeparable from 
human nature, prevented me from the 
commiſſion of this dreadful] act, and in- 


.duced me to reaſon, by compariſons 


drawn from former troubles. I reflected 


that, bad as my fituation then was, it had 
been infinitely worſe. I remembered my- 
felt in my unprotected infancy, when I 
was begging my bread from door to door. 
True, I had not the fame degree of ſenſi- 


bility , but I conceived that I was not pre- 


ierved from all the dangers which threat- 
ened my infancy, to become my own ex- 
ccutioner. I confidered that the Being, 
whom I had ſo recently offended, had 
mercy ſuperior to the flagrancy of my 


crime, had bounty beyond even my ut- 
moſt wiſhes. Towards him I bent my 


Knee; to his ear I lifted up my voice in 
ſexvent prayer, to intreat at once his mercy 
and future protection. 

[ at laſt refolved to return home; 3 


it being now near one oclock in the day, 
I was almoſt aſhamed to enter, none ot: 


my domeſtics having ever ſeen me go out 
before, particularly alone. At length, 
however, reached my apartment, and 
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threw myſelf upon the ſopha, in hopes 

of being able to compole myſelf; but 
ſuch was the agitation of my ſpirits, that 
I attempted it in vain. 


Before I proceed in the relation of my 
narrative, it will be neceflary for me to 
explain the ſituation and circumſtances of 
ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſonages 


at the court of France, whom I am about 


to bring upon the tapis. Without ſuch an 


acquaintance, my narrative might appear 


obſcure and perplexed; with this, ever Ty 


dificulty will vaniſh. 


The Cardinal de Rohan, of a noble 


and powerful family, had been in favour 

with the Queen when ſhe was Archduchefs, 
previous to her marriage with the Dau- 
phin; but her Majeſty had now the great- 


eſt antipathy againſt him, which was fo- 
mented by the Cardinal's enemies, who 


were eternally whiſpering falfities concern- 


ing his indifcretion in ſpeaking of her 


Majeſty. The Princeſs de Guimenes, his 


treacherous nicce, whom he employed to 
make his peace with the Queen, whom he 


had obliged and generoully s aitited, un- 


gratefully promoted that pique, . hich the 
Cardinal thought, from the relation in 


which ſhe ſtood, from the athitance ſhe. 
promiſed, and ſrom the obligations ſhe 


was under, ſhe would not only endeavour 
to extinguiſh, but even exert herſelf to 
the utmoſt to reſtore her uncle to the de- 
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244 THE LIFE OF THE 
gree of favour which he had unfortunate- 
ly loſt. But in this hope the Cardinal was 
deceived. 

Implicitly believing theſe reports, ſuch 
1 ſpark of reſentment was kindled in her 
Majelty's boſom, that all his aſſiduity, all 
his exertions, could never extinguith. 
The Queen would have facrificed him with- 


out ſ{cruple ; but there was a circumſtance 
which prevented this, and obliged her to 


diflemble till ſome fair opportunity offer- 
ed, or his enemies might draw him into 
ſome imprudence, by which the King 
himſelf would put it out of his power to 


do any further injury, and at the ſame 
time gratify her revenge. 


The motive which yet rant the 


Cardinal from the reſentment of the 
Qyeen, was, that he was connected with 
her brother the Emperor, deeply 1mmerl- 
ed in ſtate intrigues, and in the higheſt 
confidence at the court of Vienna. This 


circumſtance neceſſarily rendered the 


Queen and the Cardinal, divided upon 
former piques, now in point of in- 
tereſt united. Their p:ivate quarrels and 


animoſitics were for a time forgotten : 


the aim of the Queen was to be abſolute, 
the Cardinal's wiſh was to be prime mi- 
1 He was for this purpoſe adyanc- 

the intereſt of the Emperor, who 
we Wei to cultivate the greateſt influence 
in the F rench court, tor reaſons beſt 


known 
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known to himſelf, but which may eafily 
be conjectured by thoſe who are veried 
in political intrigues, and who are ac- 
quainted with the relative intereſts of the 1 
two countries. RO an On | b 

The Queen, amidſt the diflipation of ij 
the court, had almoſt forgot her former | 
attachment to the Cardinal, who thought 4 

the had overlooked him: this the Cardi- 
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nal obſerved and lamented. He inform- 4 
ed me, one day, that as the Archducheſs 1 
pailed through Saverne, in her way to 6 


Verſailles, he determined to repair thither 1 
and congratulate her on her arrival, and 
haſtened to receive her in the palace of 
the old Cardinal, his uncle, where he 
threw himſelf at her feet, and ſaluted the 
hem of her robe. She had raiſed him up 
kindly, bluſhed and held out her hand, 
which he kiſſed with extaſy. © But this,“ 
continued he, © was the laſt kind look 
I ever experienced from the Queen; 
amidft the intrigues of a court—amidſt 
the malicious infinuations of our enemies, 
my former ſervices were all forgotten. 
Whether the Cardinal had really been 
guilty of writing theſe letters to the Em- 
preſs, or whether he had abſolutely made 
uſe of ſome indiſcreet expreſſions reſpect- 
ing the conduct of her Majeſty, is not 
here very material: it is ſufficient to ob- 
fervé, that ſhe ſtrongly ſuſpected him of 
both. Her preſent neglect and indiffe- 
1 5 . rence, 
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rence, contraſted with her former kind- 
nels, might, poſſibly, have induced him 
to make ſome remarks which he did not 


think would riſe up in judgment againſt 


him, particularly with ſuch exaggerati- 


ons; but he was deceived—from the moſt 
ſlender materials his enemies found means 


© fabricate reports to his prejudice, and, 
as they well knew that her Majeſty had 
conceived an antipathy againſt him, they 
were ever aſſiduous to blow this ſpark into 
the ame of revenge, which they conti- 
nuaily kept alive by repetitions of the 
Cardinal's indifcretion and the difreſpect- 


ful terms in which he had ſpoken of her 


Majeſty, who, as I before- mentioned, 


implicitly believing every thing they told 


her, was, at length, ſo exaſperated, that 


the determined to get rid of him at all 


Events. 

But it was not to the polignacs alone 
that the Cardinal owed his diſgrace—he 
had another enemy whoſe pen he 
complained of, hecauſe ſhe was his rela- 


tion, and he thought her his friend: the 


perſon I allude to was the Princeſs de 
Guimenee, who, while he ſuppoſed her 
engaged-in his favour, was abſolutely his 
bittereſt encmy, and, inſtead of bringing 
him nearer to the object of his wiſhes, 
removed him infinitely further off. 
The Princeſs de Guimenee had former- 
ly been governeſs to the roy al children, 
but 


but ſhe was now in diſgrace : the Prince, 
her huſband, who was involved in debt, 
and had been guilty of fraud to his credi- 
tors, thought it neceſſary to abſcond. 
This circumſtance, with the diſturbances 
conſequent, is ſo well known at Paris that 
a detail of particulars would be unnecel- 
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ſary. TT 
The Cardinal de Rohan wiſhed to 
counteract this misfortune, and attempt- 


ed to eſtabliſh the reputation of his niece. 
He made ſeveral applications to the King 


for that purpoſe, who always referred him 


to her Majeſty ; with whom, as I have 
before ſtated, he was, unfortunately, in 


ailprace. | ; 


© While exerting himſelf for her re-eſta- 


lihment, this Ungratctul woman was 


- plotting his ruin; it was ſhe, in conjunc- 


tion with the Polignacs, that by falle in- 


finuations, influenced her Majeſty, who 
liſtened with but too much attention, and 
placed but too implicit a confidence in 
their reports. The Princeſs de Guimenee 


had aſſerted, that the Cardinal, when at 
Vienna, had ſpoken very indiſcreetly, 


not to ſay diſreſpectfully, of her Majeſty, 
when Archducheſs, that he had cven 
wrote letters to the Empreſs complaining 


of her levities, and had laboured to pre- 
vent her marriage with the Dauphin. 


The Cardinal, however, ſuftered pati- 


ently. He was not totaily diſcouraged by 


the 
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the magnitude of thoſe obſtacles which 
appeared to bar his way to royal fayour : 
of a proud, haughty ſpirit, he relied upon 
his family: he truſted to the influence of 
the Emperor, with whom he maintained 
à private correſpondence, and yet thought, 
notwithſtanding all that had hitherto paſl- 
ed, to ſurmount every difficulty his ene- 
mies induſtrioufly involved him in, and 
riſe again to the ſmiles of fortune and re- 
conciliation with the Queen. 
To this end he conſtantly kept his eyes 
upon her Majeſty, ever vigilant to ſeize 
an opportunity which he was ſanguine 
enough to hope would ſoon offer. He 
even expected to detach her Majeſty from 
the intereſt of the Polignacs, and his am- 
| bition and ſelf-confidence led him to ſup- 
poſe he could effect (I may ſay) this Her- 
culean taſk : but the connection between 
this family and the Queen was a Gordian 
«not which was beyond his compaſs to 
difſolve. 
The Polignacs were ſuppoſed to have 
in their poſſeſſion ſome papers of conſe- 
Fence reſpecting her Majeſty's affairs: 
they were acquainted with circumſtances 
which would be attended with fatal con- 
ſequences if they, were diſcovered. It was 
the fear of this that preſerved the influ- 
_ ence of theſe imperious women, and ri- 
vetted them fo ſtrongly to the Queen that 
the found it impoſſible to make them oft. 


She 
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She had frequently complained of her fi- 
tuation, which obliged her to be particu- 
larly circumſpect, as theſe perſons were 
ſpies upon her conduct, and had the pene- 
tration of a lynx's eye in prying into 
her minuteſt actions. 
The Cardinal had obſerved: lier Majef- 
ty's condeſcenſion in ſmiling upon me, 
notwithſtanding I was under the patronage 
of Madame, who, as I have before ob- 
ferved, was not kindly looked upon by 
her Majefty, and whoſe protection on that 
account, was rather inimical than fa- 
vourable to my intereſt. He thought he 
diſcovered, in her Majeſty's ſmiles and 
apparent affability, ſomething that, by 
Proper management, might be turned bo 
is advantage; he was determined, there- 

fore, not to let ſlip: a. fingle opportunity: 

he knew me attached to his intereſt from 
motives of gratitude, and conceived that 
might be inſtrumental in reſtoring him 
to her Majeſty's favour, by which means 
we might be mutually ſerviceable to each. 
other in the furtherance of our reſpective 
wiſhes.. 

e commutticated to me tis obſervati- 
ons he had made, giving me the ſtrongeſt: 
hopes, and aſluring me, that I could not 
fail of ſucceſs. I had ſo long liſtened to 
his counſels, being repeatedly baffled by 

my unſucceſsful applications, that I de- 

termined to give up the purſuit. The 
M 5 5 Cardinal 
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Cardinal remonſtrated againſt my puſil- 


lanimity, and adviſed me to what he 


termed a coup declat, not to wait the flow 


and uncertain proceedings of the Miniſter, 


nor the ineffectual influence of Madame, 
but to apply to the fountain-head, and 
throw myſelf immediately at her Majeſ- 
ty's feet. ä 

Such was the ſituation of 4 alte at the 


time I followed the Cardinal's advice; 
and I have put this, as a paſſe par tout, in 


the hands of my readers, to unlock thoſe | 


difficulties which would otherwiſe tend to 
5 perplex this narrative. 


The Cardinal de Rohan, as have be 


fore mentioned, was conſtantly my ad- 
viſer: that Prince's generoſity and appa- 
rent. concern for my welfare had attached 
me to him as a ſecond father. Ambition, 
if ambition be a foible, was the failing 


of us both. Under fimilar circumſtances. 
it was not at all ſtrange that we ſhould 
unite our counſels: the Cardinal adviſed 
me as a parent, and I paid obedience to 
his advice as a daughter. 

The many ag I had ſuffered, the 
hauteur of Madame de Polignac, who bar- 
red every avenue to the royal favour, ex- 


cept thoſe who were her own creatures, 
the negle of miniſters, and all the inſo- 


lence of office, had ſo damped the ardour 
of my purſuit, that I deſpaired of ever 
being able to obtain my end, and I told 

| the 
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the Cardinal that it was in vain to de- 
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_ceive myſelf with illufive hopes, that I 


found it impoſſible to fuccced, and that! 
would hear no more on the ſubject of 


ſeeing the Queen. 


The Cardinal remonſtrated ſtrongly 
againſt my want of refolution, and re- 
probated my timidity ſomewhat harſhly. 
« What a fool you are,” ſaid he, © at 


the firſt obſtacle to be diſcouraged !” and 
informed me, as I have before mentioned 


in my Memoirs, that. the preſent mea- 
ſure was a. coup d'Eclat, which he moit 


earneſtly conjured me to adopt, as it 


would be the only mean of inſuring ſuc- 


ceſs; and, that this ſhould be fone: as 


ublicly as poſſible, the better to intimi- 
date thoſe. who were our common ene— 
mics, he adviſed me to embrace the op- 


portunity of the proceſſion of the blue 


Tibbons, which was to take Place on the 


ſecond of February. 
The. favour with which her Majeſty had 
_ condeſcended to regard me, the high opi- 


nion I entertained of the wiſdom of my 


adviſer, and every other avenue of acceſs 
to the royal perſon being impracticable, 
J determined to follow: his advice, 8 


took. this awful ſtep. I call it awful : 


was ſo to me; the moſt important 


ment of my life. 
The eventful day approached. Pre- 


pared with-the petition I was to preſent, 


and 
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and the moſt ample inſtructions to ſuſ- 
tain myſelf againſt every poſſible emer- 
gency, with a heart palpitating for the 
tucceſs of the event, I repaired full dreſſed 
to the caſtle, where I waited in one of the 

ſaloons till the proceſſion returned. At 
length the long expected moment arrived, 
and, as her Majeſty was paſſing, I fell at 
her feet, preſented my petition, and told 
her, in a few words, that I was lineally 
deſcended from the Valois, and acknow- 
ledged as fuch by Louis the Sixteenth ; 
that the poſſeſſions of my anceſtors not 
having been tranſmitted with their name, 
his Majeſty's munificence was my only 
reſource; that the major part of the ef- 
tates they had enjoyed were now in the 
King's poſſeſſion; and that, finding every 
other means of acceſs blocked up, deſpair 
had induced me to this mode of applica” 
tion to her Majeſty. 

The Queen, obſerving the agitation of 
my ſpirits, from my trembling, and the 
faultering voice in which I ſpoke, con- 
_ deſcended to raiſe me up kindly, received 
my petit:on, and defired me to make my- 

felt eaſy, for that ſhe would attentively 
conſider my requeſt. 

Fortunate as I then thought myſelf, 
my joy at this gracious reception was 
only equalled by the ſuſpence which pre- 
ceded eit. Little did I think, at that mo- 
ment, that the ſmiling aſpect of royal fa- 


VOUrF 


KOBE. + IO TN EO * — — — 2 9 52 Ko? k T5 eee ee * ö „ f Pe lf a IG * N i 2 MoS Eo E N eng 
3 2 ER N e C PO ORE Os 7. 2 ß / d oo IE 
— i OA SR 7 n 5 8 8 „ - : u ESR Dog WE PA Reg C F ES 
PIES 0 2 $rude * ; IP yy py 8 n 2 YL SS 0 7 e Jo 8 r 3 
: p x ; wo TT « N. n 8 . 6 — 2 WR 2 * x 
” F n rf 2 Fe k k : 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE, 253 


your wouid have been converted to the 


 frowns of deſtruction ; little was I aware 


that ſo ſplendid an avenue of diſtinction 
could lead to fo dark a cavern of dif- 
grace. 


I returned to my own houſe, where I 
found a note from the Cardinal, in con- 


fequence of which I went to his hotel}, 
and communicated every thing that had 
paſſed. His Eminence ſeemed highly 


pleaſed with my ſucceſs, charged me to 
take advantage of the golden minute, and 
improve it till it terminated in ſuccefs, 


and adviſed me to write a letter to Ma- 
dame de Miſery, firft lady of the bed- 


chamber, and waiting woman to the 
Queen, defiring her to take the trouble 


of delivering another, 5nclofed for her 
Majeſty. I accordingly wrote the letter, 


and the very ſame evening received an 
anſwer from that lady, defiring to ſee me 


at her apartment at half paſt ſeven. 


J reparred thither at the hour appoint- 


ed. Madame de Miſery received me re- 


ſpectfully, informed me that ſhe had laid 
my letter on the Queen's mantle-piece, nd 
congratulated me on the honour I was 


going to have conferred on me, which ſhe 


hinted muſt be kept a PROFOUND SECRET. 


from all the world, not excepting Madame.— 


I earneſtly wiſh to have this injunction 
to ſecreſy ſtrongly impreſſed upon the 


minds of my readers during the peruſal 
. of 
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of this publication. It is a key to tha 


Hiſtory ; and when I point out the con- 


nection between that and the intermedi— 


date occurrences, it will ſerve to elucidate 
this myſterious tranſaction : and it ſhall 
be my chief ſtudy, by offering ſuch argu- 


ments as cannot fail of producing con- 


viction in the unprequdiced mind, to re- 
move the veil of obſcurity which has ſo 


long concealed the truth, and conſequent- 


ly fixed on me the imputation of a crime 
for which, through the influence of po- 


erful guilt, L have been made a public ſa- 


crikee. 


I continued in converſation with Ma: 


dame de Miſery till about eleven o'clock, 
when her Majeſty appeared. All amie+ 
ble and condeſcending at that moment, 
' ſhe endeavoured to throw aſide that pomp 


of majeſty, to me ſo awful. Seeing me 
tremble, and. under a palpitation which 


I could not ſuppreſs, ſhe condeſcended 
kindly to encourage me, was pleaſed to 
requeſt my confidence, and deſired me to 
ſpeak to her freely reſpecting. every eng 
that concerned my intereſt. 


After ſome time, when my fears were 
ſufficiently difipated by her Majeſty's af- 


fability and condeſcenſion, I ſummoned! 
up reſolution enough to ſtate the nature 


of my claims; my repeated attendances 


on the miniſters, under the patronage of 
the Princeſſes, her. alters-in- law; and com- 
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plained with ſome aſperity of the rude 


treatment I had received from the Polig- 


nacs, at which her Majeſty ſmiled. 
The Queen, after a fhort paſſage, re- 


plied, © that the had peruſed my memori— 
al with attention and concern; that ſhe 


perceived the purport was to urge the mi- 
niſter to a reſtitution of the poſſeſſions 


which formerly belonged to my anceſtors, 
but ſhe had particular reaſons for net 
complying with my requeſt; yet, though 


ſhe could not ſerve me publicly, ſhe might 


privately and indirectly do me a fervice.” 


She adviſed me to ſend for my. brother, 


who, being now. the head of. our: houſe, 


was the moſt proper perſon to ſolicit ; at 
the ſame time promifing powerfully to back 


his pretenfions. Her Majeſty. concluded 
by preſenting me with a purſe, honouring 


me with a ſalute, enjoining me to remain 


at Verſailles, and 1o./peak to no perſon Hut- 
ever of this interview, or of the ſucces of 
my petition. 


Her Majeſty ſaid, EIN «© we ſhould meet 


again.“ A few days after, I received a note 


from Mademoiſelle Dorvat, deſiring me 


do repair, between. eleven and twelve at 


night, to the Little Trianon. I was there 


at the hour appointed, and entertained a 
higher opinion of her Majeſty's affability, 
was charmed with her condeſcenfion, and 


received freſh proofs of her generohity. 
She preſented me, at parting, with a pock- 


<t-book, containing to the amount of ten 


thouſand 
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thouſand livres on the Caiſſe d'Eſcompte, 
and concluded with ins, we ſhould 


meet again.“ 


It would be needleſs to tire the reader 
with a repetition of the frequent inter- 
views I had with her Majeſty. Suffice it 
to ſay, that I received frequent proofs of 


her munificence, nor is it in my power to 


do juſtice to the numerous inſtances of 


her bounty which I experienced ; but it 


was my fate to fall a victim; it is my du- 


ty to declare my innocence, and if my 


narrative ſhould criminate these who have 


diſgraced me, it is the fault of thoſe who. 
have forced me to that vindication, 


which, if it does not ſtamp them with: 


guilt, will at leaſt ſubject them to fufpi- 
cion : nevertheleſs, I wiſh not to avail. 
myſelf of any circumſtances, but thoſe 


which I conceive effentjal to my defence, 

The Cardinal de Rohan, to whom I 
communicated every thing, beheld his 
ſpeculation with an eye of ſatisfaction, 


and read, by anticipation, in my connec- 
tion with her Majeſty, his future reconci- 


liation, and the completion of his wiſhes. 
It was his ambition that had forced me 


into her Majeſty's cloſet; it was mine, 
blended with gratitude to my benefactor, 
and reſpect for my adviſer, which had. 
induced me to follow his advice. He 
marked my growing favour with the 
Queen, which, when he conceived to be 
. fulficiently 
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ſufficiently mature, he prepared to reap 


the harveſt of ſucceſs, and peremptorily 


| inſiſted, as before, that his fortune was in 


my hands : he conjured me to let no op- 
portunity flip of mentioning his name to 


the Queen, and, if none offered, he beg- 
ged, if poſhble, to contrive one. 


I was not at this moment aware of that 


inveterate antipathy which her Majeſty 


entertained againſt the Cardinal, nor was 


I thoroughly acquainted with the motives 5 
which occaſioned it. Gratitude, there 
fore, obliged me to undertake his requeſt, 


and, in one of my interviews with her 


Majeſty, as favourable an opportunity as 


[ could wiſh ſpontaneouſly offered itſelf: 


the Queen enquired how I had ſupported 
myſelf before I was introduced to her? 


This was the moment for naming my be- 


ne factor, but it required ſome caution, 


leſt the Queen ſhould diſcover that I was 


deeper in his confidence and counſels than 
it was proper for me to appear. I at-. 
tempted, if poſſible, to avoid giving the 
leaſt cauſe for ſuſpicion, and expatiated 


largely, in general terms, on the Cardi- 


nal's beneficence, charity and benevo- 


lence ; enumerated the ſervices he had 


rendered to almoſt every one that appli- 
ed; that, from his generoſity, he had ac- 
quired the eſteem he merited, and ſpoke 
with a grateful warmth of the favours he 


had heaped upon me. 


Her 
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Her Majeſty regarded me with a curious 
and penetrating eye: ſhe pauſed for ſome 
minutcs, and appeared buried in thought. 
This was the firſt moment of my menti- 
oning the Cardinal's name, and I had an 
opportunity of reading in her Majelty's 


me a very unfavourable omen of ſuccels 


firſt acquainted with. At length awaking 
from her reverie, ſhe exnrellcd her Tar- 
priſe at the information L had given her, 


ſuch actions, and that report ſpoke a dif- 
ferent language. 
I communicated to the Cardind! all 
that paſſed—the remarks I had made up- 
on her Majeſty's conduct, which appear- 
ed to me very unfavourable to his hopes. 
Neverthelets, having once broken the ice 
and mentioned his name to her Majeſty, 
my future difficulties would be confidera- 
bly diminiſhed. The Cardinal conjured 


of bringing him on the fapis, gave me 
many inſtructions, and ſedulouſſy applied 
himſelf to make me perfect. 


any circumſtance that had the moſt diſ- 
tant reference either to him or his affairs. 


if 


face ſuch a degree of averſion that gave 


—the ſtrength of her antipathy I was then 


ard not think the Cardinal capable of 


me carneſtly to loſe no opportunity of 
ſpeaking of him, ſuggeſted various modes 


The inſtructions he gave me were all 
ineffectual, the Queen not mentioning” 


It was a matter of delicacy to render him, 


Oy 
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il poſſible, an eſſential ſervice, yet avold 
giving her Majeſty any ſuſpicion that I. 
was in his intercſt : to introduce his name 
abruptly would have prevented the tor- 
mer, and fully conſirmed the latter. 

The Cardinal, who had reccived two 
hundred thouſand livres, as a pt de vin 
for foraging the cavalry in Alface, pre- 
ſented me with twenty thouſand. I 
thought this a favourable opportunity to 
teſtify my gratitude to my benefactor and 
ſpeak of his generoſity to the Queen. 
My zcal now carried me greater. lengths 5 
in his favour, I ſpoke of him with a de- 
rer of warmth almoſt enthuſiaſtic, 1 
even repreſented that he had imparicd to 
me his troubles, and deſcribed him as 
ſtruggling with diſcontent, overwhelmed 
with miſery, the mock of envy, and the 
victim of detraction. | 
My gratitude and the effuſions of the 
moment hurried me away, and her Ma- 
jeſty ſuffered me to proceed uninterrupt- 
ed, but her eyes informed me that my 
culogium on the Cardinal was far from 
being pleating. I feared I had been too 
copious in panegyric, for at ſome mo- 
ments ſhe even appeared angry: I per- 
ceived that her prejudices were too ſtrong 
to be eradicated ; nevertheleſs ſhe ſoon 
aſſumed an appearance of tranquility, 
which, like a deceitful calm, ended in a 
ſtorm, in which my peace, my fame, were 
daſhed upon the rocks. 


The 
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could not do without him. 
Prince, the blind impetuoſity of thy diſ- 
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The Cardinal, undaunted by repulſe and 


uninoved by my remonſtrances, ſtill em- 


phatically preached up perfeverance : 1 


_ even thought, from her Majeſty's uke 
that, it I could not ſucceed to etfectuall! 
as I could with, I ſhould, at leaſt, wea- 


ken her prejudice. 
1 ſucceeded fo far, in my own opinion, 
that I adviſed the Cardinal to hazard a 


letter, which I undertook to deliver the 
firſt opportunity. I, indeed, adviſed him 
to write; but I could by no means have 
imagined, under his circumſtances, that 
he would have made uſe of indiſcreet ex- 


preſſions, or would have been fo precipt- 


tate in declaring his partiality, before he 


had juſtified himſelf to her Majeſty, and 
eraſed from her memory the infinuations 
of his enemies. 

The Cardinal inkaogily conceived that 
he was eſſential to her Majeſty's intereſt, 
and, to uſe his own expreſſion, that ſhe 


poſition injured thee, and accelerated my 
deſtruction | 1. 


J am at this moment writing the inci- 


dents of my life; and J ſhould have an 
indifferent claim to that candour I re- 
queſt, were I to conceal any circumſtan- 
ces which might elucidate the facts I re- 
late. The Queen was determined to 
facrifice the Cardinal, and obſerving his 


care 
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care and attention to me, ſhe conceiv- 
ed I might be inſtrumental to his deſtruc- 


tion; while he, on the contrary, hoped 
through my means to be cxalted to the 


higheſt Pinnacle of his ambition. 
To give an idea of the Queen's animo- 


fity againſt the Cardinal, I have only to 
relate the followir ig fact, Which will tuth- 
ciently enforce my aflertion. 
The Queen, having recently beard 
{ome indiſcretions which the Cardinal 
had either been guilty of, or his enemies 


had laid to his charge, urged me to en- 


gage him to attend an appointment with 
her between eleven and twelve at night; 
„ becauſe,” ſaid ſhe, „I will perſuade 


the King to be preſent.” Secing me 


ſtartle at ſuch a Propoſition, „ Be com- 
poſed, Counteſs!“ continued her Majeſty. 
„Serve me, and I will ſerve you! But 


that I inay be perfectly eaſy about the 


bufineſs, do you continue at home, that 


I may be ſure you have not prevented 


my project this evening. I will often 
tend ro your houſe, to be convinced that 


you are there; for if the Cardinal does 


not come, I ſhall ſuſpect you as the 
cauſe.” 


The Queen having engaged me to 
write to the Cardinal what the had dic- 


tated, and ſhe having wrote to him the 
ſame day, „Our plan,” continued ſhe, 
10 cannot fail to be ſucceſsful ! The King 


hall 
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ſhall be concealed in the chamber, be- 
hind the window-curtains, that he may 
hear thoſe expreſſions which the Cardinal! 
will make{and no one knew, better than 


ſhe, what he would ſay on ſuch occafi- 


ons.) He will be ſure to fall on his knees, 

ſeize my hands, and kifs them. Some 
expreſhons of his happineſs on ſuch an 
occaſion cannot fail to eſcape him, when 
ihe would exclaim, and demand ven- 
geance for ſuch an infult ; that his indiſ- 
cretion would not fail to exaſperate the 


King, and all his family would be ruined 


in the public c{timation.” 
Such were the particulars of this kor- 
rid plot; ſuch were the black ideas of 


revenge conjured up in the mind of the 


Queen, by the diabolical machinations 
of the Polignacs. What was the btuation 
of the Cardinal, upon the brink of this 
precipice? What muſt have been the 
conſequence, had he blindly entercd into 
a ſnare ſo artfully prepared? Poſhbly he 
might have been ſacrificed on the ſpot ; 
or, with ſuch ftrong preſuraptions of 


guilt, upon his knees before her Majeſty, 
expreſſing his happineſs at being again 
favourably received, the King himſelf a 


witneſs, he would have been put to the 


torture and beheaded; or hurried away 


for the remainder of his lite to the gloomy 
caverns of the Baſtile. His friends, his 
family, would have a1 alled him nothing; 


both 
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hoth would have loſt their influence, and 
both participated in his diſgrace. 


How delicate was tne predicament i in 


which I now ſtood? To what a dreadful 


dilemma was I now reduced? Either to 
| loſe the favour of the Queen, and therein 


ſacrifice every future hope, by betraying 
her counſels; or be acccilary to the ruin 


of a friend, whom, by the laws of grati- 


tude, I was bound to honour and reſpect. 
—Should I lay the ſnare for my friend, 


for the man who had directed me by his 


counſels, and aſſiſted me with his purſe? 


Forbid it every generous feeling! Forbid 


it gratitude! Forbid it virtue My ideas 


vere diſtracted. I could not think of 


abandoning the Cardinal; I did not with 


to loſe the favour of the Queen. Suſ-_ 


pended between theſe two extremes, rea- 
fon, prudence, and my own. intereſt, 
ſeemed to dictate a middle courſe. I re- 
folved to amuſe the Queen, and, at all 
events, to acquaint the Cardinal. 

I quitted her Majeſty, and returned 
home; where I had no ſooner arrived, 
than I ordered Roſalie, my firſt chamber- 
maid, to tell any perſon who might en- 
quire for me, that, being indiſpoſed, I 
was gone to lie down, apprehenfive left 


the (Queen ſhould fend, as the had threa- 


tened. 


ordered a hor ths to ©: Lana to my 


cabriole, ſet out for Parts, and, u unattend.- 
ed 
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ed by a ſingle domeſtic, drove to the Car- 
dinal's, where I arrived about half paſt 
ten. He was ſurpriſed to ſee me at the 
very moment when he thought to have 
found me at Verfailles with the Queen, or 
the next morning at my own. houſe. I 
haſtened to convey this momentous in- 
. telligence, which I communicated al- 
moſt out of breath: I warned and en- 
treated him to take every precaution not 
to expoſe me, when it was agreed that he 

ſhould ſet off and wait upon the Queen, 
to whom he was to be particularly care- 
ful to obſerve the moſt profound reſpect, 
to throw himſelf on his knees at his en- 
trance, and to ſay theſe words, taking 
care to ſpeak very loud that the King 
might underſtand him, © I come, Ma- 
dame, obedient to your orders: deign 
yet to extend your favours to a family 
which has been fo unfortunate as to in- 
cur your royal diſpleaſure (ſpeaking of 
Guimenee,) condeſcend to recommend 
them to the King. They will ever re- 
rain the moſt grateful ſenſe of your Ma- 
jeſty's goodneſs for their new e 
favour.” 

It is neceſſary to explain this circum- 
ſtance.—The Princeſs de Guimence being 
in diſgrace, the Cardinal had frequently 
ſolicited his Majeſty in her hehalf, who 
had as conſtantly referred him to the 
Queen; Mit was, therefore, that by way of 

COUnter- 


WEST'S 
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counteracting the machinations againſt 
him, he meant to throw himſelf upon his 
knees, as if to ſolicit for this family now 


ſo much out of favour. 
Our plan being haſtily ſettled I was 


anx1ous to return, leſt, in the interim, 
the Queen ſhould have ſent ; though, pro- 


bably, ſhe did not conceive I ſhould ſo 
far run the hazard of ſerving my friend 


at the expence of her diſpleaſure : I was, 


nevertheleſs, not a little apprehenſive, as 
ſhe knew my attachment to the Cardi- 
nal; at the ſame time I reſolved, if I 


ſhould be unfortunately diſcovered, to 
ſpeak the whole truth, and expreſs to her, 


in the moſt reſpectful terms, what regret 
T1 ſhould experience in being acceflary to 
the deſtruction of a perſon who had ren- 


dered me ſo much ſervice, alluring her 
Majeſty that it was impoſſible to do {uch 


violence to my feelings as to be guilty of 


a ſpecies of ingratitude of fo deep and 


malignant a dye, at the fame time to beg 


her Majeſty to command my utmoſt ex- 


ertions in all things that were not in 


themſelves impoſſible. 


When I arrived I found all as I wiſhed 
—every thing was fate. About midnight, 
the Queen ſent me a billet to the follow 
ing purport :—* ] cannot, my dear, put 


my project in execution this evening. I 


ſhall ſee you to-morrow at the ſame hour 


—he is arrived—I have wrote to him to 
. N put 


— — — 
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ter that he might not e 
and very prudently did not give her the 
moſt diſtant idea of the confidence I had 
renoſed in him : by theſe means ſhe never 
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put off our interview til! another day — 


perhaps to- morrow—but I will certain!y 
lee u. 

The Queen, con wvinced of her powcr 
and the facility with which ſhe could ſa- 
critice any of her enemies in France, had 
at irft adopted this plan, ſuppoſing it 
would cffectually deſtroy the Cardinal, 


aſſured as ſhe was of her ability to make 


his cauſe wear the moſt uniiourabie 


complerion. 


At eleven the next evening I again ſaw 


ner Majeſty, and found her but little dif- 
poſed to execute her project. The Car- 


blinal, whoſe only hope was to regain the 


confidence of the Queen, had, with the 


moſt infinuating addreſs, written a letter 


to her Majeſty wherein he refuted the 


malicious accuſations which had been 
brought againſt him by his enemies, and 


<xprefled the anxious defire he had to fee 


her. He took particular care in his let- 


had the leaſt ground for ſuſpicion of my 


interference. 


Some days after, the Cardinal and 1 
were admitted : I remained ſome time in 


the cloſet, and the Cardinal was intro- 
duced into her chamber, where he con- 
tinued two hours: I had only a glimpſe 


xpoſe the Queen, 
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of him as he paſſed. As ſoon as he came 
out, he told me, every thing had ſuccecd- 


ed to a miracle; © not without ſome re- 
_ proaches,” continued he, © but ſuthicient 
to confirm all you have told me. 


The day aſter, when I again ſaw her 


Majeſty, the appeared conſiderably ſoft- 
encd; and, if my conjectures are not 
erroneous, repented of her project on the 


day preceding. 5 
This circumſtance, fully demonſtr ative 
of my zeal in his cauſe, and the hazards 
I ran to render him ſervice, certainly 
merited a better return than falſe accu- 


ſations, enn and diſgrace. The 


Cardinal ought to have recollected ſome 


of thoſe. eircumſtances wherein I have 


prevented him from running headlong 


into the ſnares of his enemies; ; he ought, 


I fay, himſelf to have avowed the advice 


I have given him, to be cautious, and, if 


Pp: 9i ble, to avoid the danger which threa- 
-ned him. Frequently did 1 addreſs him, 
in terms emphatically remonſtrative.— 


« Way, Cardinal, will you blindly ha- 
rard your fe, which will probably be 
the price of your ambition, and I ſhall 


be diſgraced — Por me, were 1 in your 
ſituation, the world ſhould not purchaſe 


me to expoſe myſelf to the ſcorn, and 


probably the victim, of my CNEMIES Ir 
Fear not, my dear Counteſs ! " repli: 


ed he. © My name, my 5 will all 
3 3 


de fend 


pY 


— > —— A — = — —e— uv — —ę—D 


268 THE LIFE OF THE 
defend me! and the Queen will not have 
revenge in her power!“ —So very incon- 
WH ſiderately did the Cardinal ſpeak ; ſo fal- 
| lJaciouſly did he reafon ; ſo completely 
[8 did he deceive both himſelf and me. He 
even infinuated that the Queen could not 
do without him. His reliance upon his 
family and connections was one of the 
leading traits of his character. Upon 
this he built much; but his private con- 
nections with the Emperor (which I be- 
lieve I have formerly hinted, and may 
perhaps hereafter have greater occaſion 
to mention) now buoyed him up ſo ſtrong- 
iy, that all his actions ſeemed to take a 
tincture from the reflection of his circum- 
ances. But theſe high-blown hopes, 
which for a moment bore, him up, at 
length burſt under him, and expoſed him 
to puniſhment, ſlight in compariſon with 
mine, doomed, as I was, to bear the guilt 
of both, and at length to be the dupe of 
deception, and the victim of difgrace. 
It is almoſt impoſhble for me to de- 
ſcribe the fituation into which I was now 
drawn inadvertently, between two o'cr- 
hanging rocks, both of which conſtantly 
threatened, and both of which eventu- 
ally talling, buried my reputation in 
their ruins. Upon my firſt introduction 
[ to her Majeſty, I had a moſt emphatical 
1 injunction to ſecrecy, to conceal every 
| thing even from my nearcit friends. A 
combina- 


$——__ — — — — _ 
* 


— — 
- 


. *” 
— co————_—e 4 


— 1 
22 
— 


* — _ - 
— 2 — 
r 
* 2 * 
— 


. 
—— 


P ee 
— ũ— — — —ů— - — — — 


3 DE 


—— 2 — - 
— * — pg 


r 
— —— —ͤ— — 3 — 


— — 


— 
—— — 
2 —— 


— 
— PRI ——_— - —— & wv 
4 2 —— 9 


» — PP 
4 - WW. a” S 
— 


— — DAVE" PE 
0 * 
— — — - = — - + — — Ss 36 
. ——————— Eons eons oo 5 = 
Lk os - : ———— — 


” . — — E ” — — in 
8 8 * _ 4 — 1 * 0 : 
s — —— 2 ers” . Ine; ie Lean itgSrERE: — = 
- — : o — —— 0 g - — 
- 


COUNTESS DE LA MoTTE. 269 

combination of peculiar circumſtances 
had, as it were, drawn me into a ſituation 
where I could not remain with honour, 


from whence I could not retreat without 


danger. It is true, I received preſents of 


money, and bills upon the Caiſſe d'Eſ- 
compte; but then I was reduced to the 


ſtation of a ſervant, although of a ſuperior 


rank. The confidante of her Majeſty, the 


eonfidante of the Cardinal, between whom 
the Emperor wiſhed a concordance, and 


I was thought a proper medium of recon- 
ciliation. I knew that all favour center- 
edin the Queen ; ſhe only could be the 


means of reſtoring the poſſeſſions of my 
anceſtors. I was attached by gratitude to 


the Cardinal : but had I known truly the 


nature of their intrigues, neither my wiſh 


to regain the poſſeſſion of Fontette could 


have ſo ſtrongly attached me to the 
Queen, nor motives of gratitude to the 


Cardinal, as to have induced me to ſa- 


_ crilice my peace, my reputation, and my 


honour, for the accommodation of ei- 


ther; and I remained only in the fituati- 
onT then was, mercly becauſe I had not 


ſufficient experience to extricate myſelf 
from the dangerous path which led to my 


deſtruction. I bluſh, when I am about 

to declare the fituation in which ] ſtood 

betwen the Cardinal and the Queen: no- 

thing but a ſacred regard to truth, which I. 

have pledged myſelf to declare, could have 
CT _ induced 


* 
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induced me to brand my own reputation 
by ſuch a declaration of my errors; but 


{ have at leaſt the conſolation to have 
confeſſed them, and confeilion is the pail: 
port tO remiltion.—Could my ſighs, my 
tears, my anxious days, my Uiceplet: 
nights, have craſed them from the record, 
they would, long ere this, have been bu— 
TIE in oblivion. Bleeding from the 
vrongs ! have ſuſtained, yet ſraarting from 
he wounds which oppreition has inflict- 
ed, I have no advocate whoſe periuahve 
eloquence can plead my cauſe, whoſe 
breath can re- animate my fame. Wi- 
thered by the blight of malice, defence- 
tefs as I am, I ſubmit. my cauſe to that 


candour, which I think it frequently ne- 


cellary to beſpeak, to protect me ſrom the 
frown ofcenſure, and the ſcofls of inſult. 
To be entitled to that candour, I confels 
my Errors, as a previous and neceſſary ſtep 
towards intereſting the humane, who will 
probably conhder thoſe errors, which ! 


myſelf confeſs, to be ſufficiently atoned 
for by my misfortunes. 


The moment I began to perceive the 
nature of the ſervice with which J was 
entruſted I felt myſelf uneaſy, my deli- 
cacy inſtantly took the alarm, and I re- 


monſtrated ſtrongly againſt ſuch odious | 


employment. *© It is true,” ſaid], © that 


J am indeed the confidante of a Queen : 
and, becauſe ſhe is a perſon of ſuch ex- 


alted 
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alted rank, they will not, perhaps, give 
me that odious appellation which other 
women, on theſe occations, would ſo 
juſtly merit and ſo ſurely receive ; bur, 
notwithſtanding it is the Queen's ſervics 
I am engaged in, it will not be in the 
power of her Majeſty to prevent thote fe- 
cret whiſpers that would certainly injure 
my reputation.” —Similar remonttrances 
I often made to the Cardinal; begging 
him, in the moſt earneſt manner, to preſs 
the Queen urgently to give him a pub- 
lie reception, which if the refuicd, I ad- 
viſed him to drop his purtuit. 
My remonſtrances, alas! were all in- 
cftectual : the Cardinal ſtil] perſiſted. He 
was too confident in himſclf to pay much 
attention to my advice, affecting fre- 
quently to treat me like a child. Never- 
theleſs, T ſucceeded ſo well as to prevail 
upon him to depart for Saverne—-l had 
then that opinion, though, probably, he 
had other motives, ſtrongly urging that 
he would be leſs obnoxious to the malice 
of his enemies, and that I ſhould be much 
more comfortable: I communicated to 
him my intention of placing half the ſum 
I had received from her Majeſty's boun y 
out at intereſt, having diſpoſed of the 
other in purchaſing an annuity for my 
lite, and to retire to the eſtate of my an- 
ceſtors, where a decent and contented- 
competence would. be infinitely prefera- 
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not diſobey; that ſhe had 
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ble to the anxieties attending my preſent 
fituation. I expatiated largely to the Car- 
dinal, net only on the trouble and fa- 
tigue, but even of the imminent danger 
attending my preſent occupation ; how 


the Queen frequently commanded me as 
one of her meaneſt ſervants, and engaged 


me to act a part ſo odious, that, if I was 


diſcoyered, I ſhould be irretrievably ru- 
ined. 


plead I was acting in conformity to the 
orders of my Sovereign, whom I dared 


pledged her 
honour ſhe would protect me“ In vain 


Upon a diſcovery, 


leave me expoſed to all the danger. 


„I have great reaſon to preſume that 
this will be the caſe, ſince both you and 
the Queen have thought proper to entruſt 


me with your intimacy ; but I muſt beg 


you to anſwer me this queſtion : ſuppo- 


ling what I fear ſhould be the conſequence, 
how will cither the Queen or you extri- 
cate me from the embarraliment ?—You 


may, perhaps, fear nothing. Supported 
by the influence of your family, and the 
dignity of your ſituation, you, perhaps, 
may not have much reaſon to fear; but, 


fingle and unprotected, who ſhall deliver 
mer 


With 


It would be in vain that I ſhould | 
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could I. plead,” continued I, © that you 7 
had ſaid the ſame. 


vou would both defend yourſelves, and 
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With ſuch repeated and earneſt expoſ- 
tulations did I endeavour to diſſuade the 


Cardinal from ruſhing too precipitately 
to his fate; but, independent of the dan- 


ger, independent of the diſgrace, the fa- 
tigue, the agitation of ſpirits - attendant 


upon ſuch an occupation, rendered it ex- 
tremely irkſome, and almoſt intolerable; 
frequently have I been obliged to watch 
the greater part of the night attending 


her Majeſty's pleaſure, who, often uncer- 


tain and inattentive to the punctuality of 
her appointment, has kept me waiting 


with all the anxicty of ſuſpence. Many 


an heavy hour, many a ſleepleſs night, 
has been devoted to her Majeſty's ſervice, , 
to the Cardinals accommodation; and 
how have I been requited by both; the 


one, to extricate himſelf from the revenge 


of the other, has accuſed me of a crime 

which I tremble even to mention 
Difficult indeed it was for me, at all 
times, to conceal my ſenſations, while 
engaged in ſuch a ſituation as I then ſtood; 


in vain did I ſtruggle to hide thoſe emoti- 
ons which I could not ſuppreſs; the tears 
involuntarily trickled down my. cheeks, 


Thus, frequently, did I'count by my fighs, 
_ thoſe painful moments while.I was wait- 
ing the favourable moment when her Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be diſengaged, to introduce 


the Cardinal, who, when the Queen ap- 


proached, I introduced into the ſaloon, 


N 5 which, 
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which, if I am not greatly miſtaken, was 
called the Saloon of Venus.—But, per- 
haps, a deſcription of the place may at 
once be an apology for my want of rc- 
collection, and, in ſome meaſure, gratify 
the reader't curioſity. 
This charming ſtructure is ſituated in a 
garden of the Little Trianon: it is a cir- 
cular building, erected upon an eaſy emi- 
nence, and ſurrounded by a ditch, which 
the Cardinal and myſelf were in the habit 
of pathng by means of a plank. The 
roof of this edifice is arched in form of a 
_ domg, in the midſt of which is a ſtatue 
either of Venus or Apollo, (which I can- 
not now perfectly remember, upon a pe- 
deſtal of white marble : the furniture moſt 
beautiful chintz : the room is ſplendidly 
decorated with carved wood, of a lilac 
colour: in the corners are beautiful ſta- 
tues emblematic of love, and tending to 
inſpire that paſſion : over the chimney- 
piece of fine ſtatuary marble, capitally 
ſculptured, and ſuperbly ornamented, are 
ſmall figures conformable to the reſt, and 
equally tending to inſpire paſſion: the 
doors are pannclled with glaſs, from 
whence there is a deſcent into the garden 
by four marble ſteps: there are windows 
all round the room, with curtains of fine 
lawn richly embroidered with flowers. 
No perſon is permitted to enter this de- 
Hghtful ſpot exept once a week, on Sa- 
turdays, 
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turdays, and not then, without an order 


figned by the Queen, in which permiſſion 
the name of the perſon mult be inſerted , 


but, in general, ſuch a favour is rarely 
granted. The garden is laid out in the 
moſt exquiſite taſte; but I will not attempt 


to enumerate all thoſe beauties which 
tended to render this little ſpot an epitome 


"Of--Elepanes: ft ws 

| It was in this ſaloon, whoſe beautics 
the ſuſpence of my mind. prevented me 
from being pleaſed with, that I was gene- 


rally ſtationed till the Queen's approach, 


and, notwithſtanding the inclemency of 
the weather, the nights being ſeverely 
cold, I was frequently obliged to retire. 
into the garden. Will it appear the leaſt | 
 fingular, to any one endowed with ſenſi- 
bility, that I ſhould be diſguſted with this 
odious occupation, and deplore a condi- 
tion, however enviable to others, to whoſe 
vanity perhaps it might have been highly 
gratifying to be confidante to a Queen? I: 
lay, it will not appear ſingular, that ſuch. 
a ſituation ſhould expoſe me to the - moſt _ 
bitter reproaches, and the keeneſt pangs 


of inſulted delicacy. 


Upon her Majeſty's appearance, I went 
in queſt of the Cardinal, whom I general- 


ly found waiting the moment of my ar- 
rival with impatience, the place of ren- 


dezvous being previouſly agreed on in the 
_ day-time, and varied occaſionally, ſome- 
TY „ times 
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ut times in the walk of the Trianon, at I|* 
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others in the avenue leading to the Little 
Trianon. It did by no means unfrequent- 


ly happen that the Cardinal, impatient of 


her Majeſty's delay, had left his {tation, 


and rambled to ſome diſtant part of the 


garden, where, not being able immedi- 


_ ately to find him, I have run, almoſt 

breathleſs, wandering from walk to walk, 
and from one tree to another, which I 
have ſometimes miſtaken for men, ima- 
gining they were valets going home to 
their wives, and drefled in the ſame man- 


Her as the Cardinal, who, it muſt be ob- 


ſerved, always diſguiſed himſelf as a valet, 


and frequently carried a bundle in his 


hand, the better to favour the deception. 
This was contrived at once to avoid ſuſ- 
picion and prevent diſcoyery. 
after a weary ſearch, I have at length 
found the Cardinal, I conducted him to 


the place of rendezvous, the ſaloon be- 
fore deſcribed, where the Queen was wait- 
ing. I mention theſe circumſtances mere- 


Iy to prove, from the danger, ſuſpence, 
uneaſineſs and fatigue of ſuch a fituation, 
that being confidante even to a Queen is by 
no means an enviable occupation. Fool 
that I was, to do choſe things which now 
give evidence againſt me, to accommo- 
date thoſe who have indeed overwhelmed 
the errors I was guilty of in their ſervice, 
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in the magnitude of their oppreſſion, in 


the plenitude of my miſery. 
There is one circumſtance, which, if 


I could forget, I would wiſh not to men- 
tion; but it made ſuch an impreſſion on 
my memory as time has not yet been 
able to efface. I had been waiting for 
the Queen. in that ſaloon from eleven 
o'clock, near an hour, without ſeeing her 


according to appointment, which was be 


tween eleven and: twelve, and the Cardi- 
nal at midnight. I went to her Majeſty: 
there was fo obſtacle which bad im- 


peded her appointment. However,” 


added ſhe, © go and find the Cardinal, 
and in a very ſhort time will ſend to in- 
form you whether I ſhall be able to receive 


57 


you.” I accordingly, after going to ad- 
vertiſe him of this, and prevent his diſap- 
pointment, went to the place appointed, 


to wait the arrival of the truſty meſſen- 
ger, whom I ſhall hereafter have occaſion 


more particularly to mention. 


About three hours afterwards I ICS 


two notes, after which I was again ſent to 
the Cardinal. We went to peruſe the 
contents of our notes by the light of the 


lamps near the caſtle, in the Tiſh lead- 


ing from the Trianon. I here took occa- 
hon to explain to the Cardinal what I 
ſuffered. © Conſider,” ſaid I repeatedly, 
what a part the Queen has reduced me 


to act. I ſhould be much better pleaſed 


to 
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to be leſs diſtinguiſhed by her Majeſty's 8 
favour ; for then I ſhould have much leſs 


cauie for humiliation !” The ſenſe of my 
ſituation made me for a moment forget all 


the favours he had beſtowed on me, and 
I could not help telling him, that ſuch 
proots of her Majeſty's regard were rather 
more painful than pleaſing. Borne away 
at this moment by his own immediate in- 
tereſt, he loſt fight of that delicacy which 
| would have been more conſiſtent with his 
wonted generoſity. Hereplied, that he con- 
ſidered me as ſufficiently fortunate in hav- 
ing ſuch an employment, for which, he 
ſaid, I had been ſo handſomely paid; but 
ſurely, at this moment, he did not conh- 
der the odious light in which I beheld this 
occupation, for which he thought proper 
to ſay I had been at once ſo highly ho- 


noured, and ſo amply rewarded. 
When 1-informed the Cardinal that J 


was aſhamed, and heartily weary of the 


part I ated, which IT would not much 


longer ſuſtain, he replied, © That will be 
ſo much the worſe for you, if you take 
this courſe ; becauſe the Queen will eafily 
find anothergconfidante, for whom you will 


be exchanged. Befides, Madam, what 
reaſon have you to complain? You have 
been well rewarded! Ah! without the 


Queen, what would become of you? This. 


is not the laſt thing ſhe will do for you. 


If your brother was preſent, ſhe would 


gie 
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give you yet greater proofs of her benefi- 
cence.” . | 


37 


Such an infinuation, that I had no rea- 


ſon to murmur, having been ſo well re- 


warded, yet vibrates in my ear. I felt at 


which rouſed me to reply, © The preſents 


of the Queen ! The favours of the Cardt- 


nal!“ | 5 5 
His former generoſity, his accuſtomed 


delicacy, vaniſhed from my fight, and I 
ſaw nothing but a reproach of ingrati- 
rude, becauſe my ſenſibility had induced 
me to remonſtrate againſt a proſtitution, 
a mercenary employment, to me infinite- 

ly more intolerable than my infant 


wretchedneſs; worſe than my former me- 


nial occupation, even when I was reduced 
to the abject ſituation of being ſervant to 
a ſervant. Then, I reflected that 1 was 


only poor, and poverty was no cauſe of 
diſgrace. Now, indeed, I was rich, and 


the confidante of a Queen; but neither my 


wealth, nor the rank of the parties whom 
I ſerved, cculd reconcile me to a ſituation 
io infinitely beneath the moſt abject to 
which I had ever been reduced. © But 
this employment,” replied 1, © is not the 
tavour I am ſoliciting at court, where I 


am aſking only what was abſolutely the 


poſſeſſion of my anceſtors.” I was in- 


duced to petition as a favour, what indeed 
1 might demand as a right. 


That 


that moment the keenneſs of the reproach, _ 
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That- there were indeed, ſome perſons 


whom I either knew, or had heard of, 


who were eager to receive, and would in. 
no {mall degree plume themlelves upon 


receiving, marks of royal favour; whoſe 


vanity would be highly gratified by any 
trifling proof of their Majeſties attention, 
which, publicly conferred, could not fail 


to give them a- degree of conſequence 


above others, who would diſtinguiſh them. 
as objects worthy of regard, and court 


their acquaintance, as being neceflary to 
their intereſt : but, with me, the caſe was 


very different. From the ſecreſv ſo ex- 
preſsly enjoined ; from the very nature of 


the ſervice in which I was engaged, it was 


impoſſible for me: to enjoy any. of theſe. 
advantages: few people would pay much 
attention to me; that I was in favour. 
with the Queen would'appear a complete: 
paradox. If,“ they would fay, © ſhe. 


really is in her Majeſty's good graces, why 


has ſhe not ſufficient influence to obtain 
her ſuit, to procure the reſtoration of her 
_ polleflions ?” If I could effect that, in- 
deed, it might perhaps be ſuppoſed that I 


had friends at court, and was the object 
of her Majeity' s protection. 


I] obſerved that the money I received 


was no compenſation for the danger, ta- 


tigue, and opprobrium of the ſervices I 


was to perform. Often have I wept, when 


I reflected upon the inextricable maze in 


Which 
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which my deſtiny had involved me, whoſe | 


perplexities were rendered doubly diſtreſ- 
ling, by the reproach which J had ſo re- 
cently received from the Cardinal, for 
the favours I had received from the 
Queen. es 55 


My reflections upon theſe circumſtances 


urged me to be earneſt with the Cardinal, 
if he was really my friend, to ſolicit her 


Majeſty for the reſtitution of my proper- 
ty; but I did not foreſee what objections 


would be raiſed. The Queen was ſo cir- 


cumſtanced that ſhe could not ſerve me 
publicly. without incurring ſuſpicion ; in- 
deed, it will be recollected that ſhe faid 
this at our fit interview. nh, 
It will doubtleſs appear very ſingular to 
the reader, that the Cardinal and the 
Queen, ſo long at variance, and with 
ſuch an inveterate animoſity on the part 


of her Majeſty, ſhould be fo ſuddenly, ſo 


ſtrangely reconciled, and apparently fo 
cordially united. I muſt confeſs, that I 
was myſelf aſtoniſhed at the miracle, 
which I at that time conceived I had 
wrought ; but J was as erroneous in this 
conjecture as the fly in the fable, who 
fixed upon the wheel of the chariot, 
thought all the duſt of his own raiſing. 
Iwill endeavour to explain, as clearly 


as potlible, and point out to the reader 


the ſecret ſpring which moved every wheel 
of the whole machine. It was not love 
Bag 1 88 that 
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that effected this; it was the demon ot 
politics; it was the ſecret negociations at 
Vienna, the private correſpondence be- 
tween the Cardinal and the Emperor. 
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5 I have elſewhere ſaid, I was the conk:- 3 
| dante of the Cardinal]; but there were cir- 3 
. cumſtances which he concealed from mc, 1 
'| circumſtances which wore a very myitc- I 
4 rious aſpect : they indeed required cauti- AM 
Þ on, and were relative to thoſe private inn 
5 trigues which prevail, more or leſs, in 1 


almoſt every court in Europe Theſe ne- 
gociations mult neceflarity have been 
kept very clole, from the immediate can- 
ger which would have attended a dilcove- 
ry; it is not therefore ſtrange that into 
_ theſe he did not wiſh mc to fcruti: nize. 
The frequency of couriers arriving 
ſrom Germany, many of whom were Ger- 
man officers; their long and myſterious 
conferences ; the hints which the Cardinal 
dropt in converſation : the number of 
packets which my huſband was charged 
to deliver at different parts of the city, par- 
ticularly at the Port St. Antoine, to cou- 
riers who appeared to be Germans; the 
circumſtances mentioned in the cor- 
reſpondence given in my Memoirs; all 
tend to ſubſtantiate the ſuppoſition of a 
Rated correſpondence between the Em 
peror, the Cardinal, and the Queen. 
It is not my bufineſs to interweave po- 
litical diſquiſitions in the narrative of my 
4 Life. 
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Life. Perhaps I ſha!l be cenſured for 


hinting that the Emperor was at that pe— 
riod diſtreſſed for a loan, which, through 


the political junction of the Queen and 


the Cardinal, he hoped he ſhould be able 
to acquire. Perhaps the latter was inca- 
pable to anſwer the ſum demanded, which 
the Qucen herſelf was obliged to procurc. 
This might have been the reaſon for his 
yielding to my. advice in departing for 


Savernc : poflibly, I might hint ſome cir- 


cumſtances reſpecting Lorrain ; but I di- 
late not upon theſe unten probably too 


_ complicate for ſemale diſcuſſion, and ſub- 


ſtitute ſome apology which may probably 
obviate thoſe objections which might be 
made to the flight ſecteles I have alrcady 
introduced. 


As far as I conceive any circumſtances | 


material for my defence, of thoſe, by all 
the laws of ſelf-preſervation, I have a right 
to avail myſelf, and by the laws of nature 
I am juſtized, in uſing any weapons with 


which the guilt of my enemies has fur- 
niſned me, and which I may conceive 
neceſſary to protect me againit the af per- 
ſions of their malice, and the weight of 


their oppreſſion. If my ſuggeſtions are 
merely ſuppofitions, the evaneſcent phan- 
toms of imagination, they will of them- 
ſelves die away; but, if they are folemn 
' ſubſtantial allegations, reared upon the 
broad baſis of truth, they will ſtand un- 


thake Ii 
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ſhaken monuments in my favour, when 
the Babel ſtructure of my enemies ſhall 

be tumbled into ruins. 

The myſterious terms in which the cor- 
reſpondence is couched, the political mag- 
net which attracted the parties, will at 
leaſt ſubſtantiate their diſſimulation, will 
at leaſt prove that ambition was the regu- 
lating principle, that the Emperor at- 
tracted the Cardinal and the Queen, who, 
upon principles of mutual intereſt, 

ſtrongly adhered to each other, as mutu- 
ally dependant and combined in ſuch 
union to advance themſelves reſpectively 
to the higheſt pinnacle of their ambition. 
I have before mentioned that I was 
aſtoniſhed at the ſudden cordiality be- 
tween the Queen .and Cardinal : all ſur- 
priſe will, however, ceaſe, when I ſug- 
geſt that the Queen was acquainted with, 
and included in this clandeſtine corre- 
ſpondence, which had ſo long ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Cardinal and the Emperor. 

At length, however, this political at- 
traction diminiſhed : either the Cardinal's 
real, or imaginary indiſcretions, tended 
not only to weaken its influence, but to 

ſubſtitute a deſire of revenge; which, in 
courſe of time, overbalancing every other 
contideration, expoſed him to all its fu- 
Ty: in a word, he was deſtined to become 
its 5 devoted victim. 


The 
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The Queen gradually appeared to grow 


tired of his importunities, ſeemed diſ- 


guſted by his attentions, and was exaſpe- 


rated by his indiſcretions. His influence 
with the Emperor was, as I have before 


mentioned, the only thread that yet ſul- 
pended the ſword over his head, and her 
deſire of revenge now became more ar- 
dent—ſhe was determined by any means 


to deſtroy him—the negociation of the 
necklace aftorded her an opportunity for 
reprehenſion, and the gratification of her 


revenge; this circumſtance was accord- 


_ ingly favourable to her purpoſe, and was 


intended as his coup de grace. 
Having given in my Memoirs a minute 


detail of that tranſaction, it would by no 
means have been my with to retrace the 


many particulars relative to that circum- 
{tance ; but, as many of my readers may 


not have peruſed thoſe Memoirs, and as 
that occurrence appears to me ſo very in- 


tereſting, fo eſſentially material, I ſhall 


take the liberty of lightly olancing at the 


molt prominent traits of that myſterious 


and fatal tranſaction, reſerving my more 


particular remarks to throw in occaſion- 


ally during the time of my confrontation 
with the Cardinal, and examination up- 


on interrogatories. 


The Queen had, it ſeems, long taken 
a fancy to this ſuperb ornament, which 


remained a long time burthenſome to 
the 
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the jewellers, and which they anxiouſly 
withed to diſpoſe of. They ſceretly ap- 
plied to me to mention it to her Majcity, 
artfully inſinuating that they were not 
unacquainted with! my influence, and at- 
tempting by many flattering compli- 
ments, to induce me to uſe that influence 
to ſerve them, by perſuading her Majeſty 
to make the purchaſe. 

Fearful leſt the Queen ſhould ſuſped 
that I had ſome intereſt in diſpoſing of 
this bauble,: (a ſuſpicion ſo injurious to 
my de! Heacy) I told the jzewellers that it 
would he the higheſt impropriety in me 
do interfere, and abſolutely retuſed to have 
any thing to do in the buiinets, 
Upon! wy! next interview with the Car- 
nal he wore a. very elegant ring, which 
he affected to difp! ay, by ; putting his hand 
in every; doſhble direction to attract my 
notice. Obfer: ing that I ſaid nothing 
about it, he directly aſked me what I 
thought of his new ring? T replied that 
it was indeed very brilliant, but 1 had 
lately Teen ſomething that was much 
more ſo: I then related the circumitance 
Of the necklace, at which the Cardinal 
-xpreſied great ſurprite, but ſaid nothing 
more, at that time, relative to the ſub- 
Jetz 
Some time after I received a note from 
the Cardinal, requeſting to know the j Jew- 

eller: 
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eller's addreſs, which I procured and ſent 


to him. 


This conduct raiſed various con jectures 


in my mind concerning the reaſon of the 
Cardinal's ſending ſo ſuddenly for this ad- 


dreſs, which not being able to account 


for, I poiſed in my own mind ſeveral cir- 


5 which led me to apprehend 


that the Cardinal meant to treat for the 
purchaſe of this jewel, with a view ok 


appropriating it to ſatisfy the demands of 


{ome of the molt clamorous of his credi- 


tors. 

About this period his affairs were not a 
little deranged: his mode of living was, 
notwithſtanding, diffuſe, and his :nances 
were very far from keeping pace with his 


extravagance. He had indeed been cen- 
ſured by the King, who was characteriſed 


by his 0 FOROWY and who, as the Car- 
din al himſeif ſeemed to. inſinuate, would 
be more reluctant in truſting with the 


affairs of the itate a perſon Who had be- 


tray ed ſuchmiſmanagcment in the regula- 
tion of his ou N. | 

The motives which hiaffed my conduct 
in this butineſs ſcemed to concenter in 
what I conceived to be my duty; as a 
friend to the Cardinal, I could not think, 
entangled as he then wa is, of ſuffering 
him to plunge himſelf precipitately into 


{till greater embarraſſments, while che 


Means of prevention remained in my 
power. 
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power. I had alſo additional apprehen- 
tons, leſt, having ſeen the necklace, and 
ſent to the jewellers for their addreſs, my 
name ſhould be brought into queſtion : it 
was alſo a conſideration with me that the 
Jewellers ſhould not part with their pro- 

perty upon ſuch uncertain ſecurity. 

Theſe motives conjointly influenced my 
proceedings, and determined me to re- 
pair to the jewellers to hint my ſuſpicions, 
deſiring them to remember that 1 ſhould 
not think myſelf accountable for any 
agreement on the part of the Cardinal, 
at the ſame time forewarning them to 
be particularly cautious, and not part 
with the necklace till they were latished 
with the ſecurity. 

This to me was a diſagreeable office, 
but it was a circumſtance which 1 hope 
will be remembered with very particular 
attention, becauſe it is a leading argu- 
ment in my defence, and a bulwark 
againſt the attack of my enemies. Had 
1 wiſhed to poſſeſs myſelf of this orna- 
ment, as it has been moſt incoherently 
aſſerted, it will not wear the fainteſt hue of 
probability that I ſhould raiſe obſtacles 
againſt the Cardinal's purchaling it, that 
I ſhould obſtruct the only channel through 
which I could hope to obtain it. 

It was ſeveral days after this tranſaction 
before 1 again ſaw the Cardinal, though 
I frequently ſaw the Queen during that 
V interval. 


to me reſpecting the necklace, but in- 
formed me that ſhe had ſeen the Cardinal 


two days before, and expreſſed her ſur- 


priſe that I brought no account of a com- 


miſſion with which ſhe had entruſted him. 
I was not then aware of the nature of the 
commiſſion ſhe ſpoke of, but when I again 


ſaw the Cardinal I had no doubt but that 
it related to the necklace. 


About two days after this interview 
with her Majeſty I again ſaw the Cardinal, 
who then made me acquainted that he 


meant to purchaſe the necklace for the 
Queen, but that ſhe would not have her 
name appear in the negociation. It mutt 
be obſerved that her Majeſty had entered 


into private, but expreſs contract, with 
the King, not to make any purchaſe, or 


lign her name to any agreement, withour 


ls concurrence. 


The Cardinal had been with che jew- 


ellers, immediately after he had received 


their addreſs, and found them perfectly 
agreeable to his wiſhes: he ſet out for 
Verſailles, to apprize her Majeſty that the 
necklace was in his power, and only 


waited her Majeſty's commands. It was 


during this interval, between the Cardi- 


nal's firſt application to the jewellers, and 
his departure for Verſailles, that I had 


hinted my ſuſpicions, and raiſed ſuch 


obſtacles, which. he found ſo difficult to 
Vor. I. O overcome; 
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interval. Her Majeſty ſaid not a ſyllable 
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to convey with all poſſible expedition. to 
the Queen. 
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overcome; but theſe impediments will, ] 
hope, be cxculed, on account of the recti- 
tude of my intentions in raifing them. 


Upon his return from Verſailles, the 
Cardinal, finding the jewellers ſtrangely 


altered, and ſceming to raiſe difficultics, 
was at length induced to declare that he 


purchaſed for the Queen, who did not 


wiſh to appear in the tranſaction, and 
drew up articles for the contract, to which 

he meant to haye her Majeſty's approba- 
tion; upon the production of which the 


Jewellers declared they would truſt to his 
private ſecurity. 


The Cardinal informed me that there 


would be private arrangements between him- 
ſelf and her majeſty, that the Queen might 


poſſeſs this jewel ſhe ſo earneſtly deſired, 


and her Majeſty's name not be brought 
in queſtion. 


When I received this information, that 


it was for her Majeſty this jewel was de- 
ſigned, that it was for the Queen the Car- 


dinal meant to purchaſe, I thought it no 


bad ſpeculation, and began to repent that 


my fears had made me too precipitate in 
railing thoſe impediments, which originat- 
cd in the union of friend{hip, prudence, 


his pocket a packet, which he defired me 


It was, however, now too 
late to retreat; the Cardinal drew from 
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I loſt no time, but poſted in my phaeton 
to Verſailles, where I arrived about nine 
o'clock, but could not that night obtain 
an interview with her Majeſty. 

I have not, I believe, previouſly men- 
tioned, that finding myſelf ſubſervient to 
both parties, only ſo far as ſerved their 
own purpoſes, reproached by the Cardi- 
nal, the ſecrecy of the tranſaction, and 
the danger in which I was involved, con- 
ſpired, much more than curioſity, to in- 
duce me to take copies of ſome of the 
moſt material letters which paſſed be- 
tween the Cardinal and the Queen. —Was 
it an error ? It has happened fortunately, 
to enable me to ſpeak preciſely upon the 
moſt material facts of my defence. -Was 
it a crime? When! reflect on my misfor- 
tunes, it has been, I hope, fully expiated. 

Before I went to bed, I took a copy of 
the Cardinal's letter, and peruſed the 
whole of the conditions of the purchaſe 
with the jewellers, with which 1 was diſ- 
patched for her Majeſty's approbation, 
written in the Cardinals own hand. 
Diſappointed in ſeeing her Majeſty, 
and receiving intelligence from Made- 
moiſelle Dorvat, that it was uncertain 
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when I could have the honour of ſeeing - 


her, knowing the Cardinal's impatience _ 
for my return with the ratification of 
theſe articles, I ſent the packet to Made- 
moiſelle Dorvat, begging her to forw ard 
5 oh, © HT > 
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it with all poſſible expedition, as I only 


wWaited for the anſwer to return immedi- 
ately to Paris. 


Two hours after, I received. a parcel 


ſcaled up, with a thort note from her Ma- 


jeſty, defiring me to uſe diſpatch. This 
parcel contained the articles I brought, 
not only unapproved, and unfigned, but 


accompanicd by a note to the Cardi- 


nal, containing the moſt Ngng re- 
proaches. 

When the Cardinal opened t he packet 
and found it exactly as he ſent it, he 
turned pale; when he peruſed the letter, 


he was almoſt frantic. He communicat- 


cd to me its contents, appealing to me to 
arbitrate between him and the Queen, if 
he had not ak adhered to the ſpirit of 
the articles. 

He then, after regretting that he had 
kept it a ſecret from me, informed me, 


that a few days ago the Queen had men- 


_tzoned the necklace, which was, ſhe ſaid, 


deſtined for Portugal, and appeared defi 1 


rous to have tt. 

„I then told her,” contivacd he: 
* hat I conceived the practicability of 
to diſguiſing the necklace, by altering the 


faſhion of ſome of the moſt remarkable 


ſtones, that it might not be eaſily diſco- 
vered by his Majeſty. The Queen's de- 
fre to poſſeſs this ornament increaſed in 


proportion. as the ditficulty of its conceal- 
ment 
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ment appeared to vaniſh ; no obſtacle re- 


mained but the payment, which well 


knowing to be beyond the reach or her 
Majeſty's immediate compaſs, I offered 


her the Excrtion of my credit and abili- 


ties, which ſhe accepted, on condition o! 


permitting her to enter into private ar- 


rangements, correſpondent with thoſc 


perſonal ſecurities I ſhould offer to the 
ee 


perfectly, as 1 then thought, com- 
prehending her Majclty's meaning, I 
haſted to Paris, ſent for the jeweliers ad- 
dreſs, and went to them immediately, 
under pretence of having ſome jewels 


fet, which I took with mne for that pur- 


poſe. After ſome converſation, I men- 


tioned the necklace, ſaid I was commil- 
ſioned to enquire the price, and that, in 
caſe the perſon meaning to purchaſe 
ſhould decline to appear in the tranſac- 
tion, I would enter into a Private agree- 


ment with Boemer. 
No difficulties appearing, I ſet out 


for Verſailles, informed the Queen that 


the necklace was in my power, and only 


_ waited her Majeſty's command. She an- 


ſwered expreſsly in theſe words :-— I ſhall 
* approve of every arrangement whatever 
* that you ſhall take, provided my name 
does not appear in it.” 

« Thus empowered, I returned to the 


jewellers, ſpoke of concluding the pur- 
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chaſe, and ultimately ſettling the value, 
but was ſurpriſed at the difference of my 
Inſtead of the ſame eagerneli, 
they expreſſed their ſears, raiſed difficul- 
ties, and made hefitations. To remove 


every obſtacle, I told them at once that I 


was purchaſing for the Queen; that her 


Majetty had very particular reaſons for 


keeping the tranſaction ſecret ; but I, fully 


tatisted with the arrangement her Majct- 
ty had vouchſafed to make with me, was 


empowered to accede to any terms that 
could be mutually agrced on between us. 


then perſonally drew up the articles, 


ſuch as I thought conformable to her Ma- 


JE: s inclination, and which I thought 


would meet her approbation, which 1 
communicated, but one of them, Baſan- 
, ſtarted another difficultx, that being 
S 'ably indebted to f pn{eur Br, 
james, they could not conelude the bu- 
iincls without previouſly acquainting him. 
Teaſed with thefe obſtacles, and by way 


of diſperſing them, I then told them that 


I would bring the articles approved and 
 tigned by the Queen; 


produced, and ſeen by none but them- 
ſelve and Monſieur de St. James, they 
thould atterwards remain in truſt with me 


fill the total liquidation of the payment, 


for which I would give my own perſonal 
lecurity. 
« With 


that after they were 
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ec With this they were perfectly ſatis- 
fed, and L inſtantly wrote to the Queer 


that packet which you have juſt convey- 
ed, requeſting her Majeſty's approbation 
in the margin to the articles I ſent, ob- 
ſerving that as that inſtrument would re- 
main in my hands, her intentions would 
be fully complied with, and that her name 


would not abſolutely appear.—And ſee,” 


continued he, „ what an anſwer I re- 
cerve !- =. . 


The Cardinal was in a moſt violent 


rage, of which his expreſſions were fſutn- 


clently demonſtrative. Finding it im- 


a few minutes to give them vent, know-- 


ms” againſt the treachery of wo- 


men at length ſubſided, and I obſerved, 
that there was nothing ſo very offenſive in 
the Queen's letter as he might be errone- 


ouſly induced to imagine: reſpecting that 
expreſſion, that her name ſhould not be 


ſeen in it, it had a very vague and in- 


definite meaning, which he might proba- 
bly widely mifinterpret ; that it by no 


means implied that her Majeſty would 
not accede to the purchaſe; that her 


tending back the agreement was by no 


means 


Dong in my idea—his ex- 
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means an argument that ſhe did ni 


mean to have it concluded, but merely 


that ſhe was diſlatisfied with the modifica- 


tion of thoſe articles, which, not coin- 
eiding with her ideas, ſhe withed to have 
altered; that the firſt thing to be done 


was to confult her Majeſty, who had, on 


ivnding me back with the agreement, en- 


joined my return the fame evening; but, 
it being then too late, I would ict oft 
early the next mor! ung 
watch the firſt opportunity when her Ma- 


that I might 


jeſty ſhould be viſible, when I hoped, by 
cXplaining every thing to the Queen, “ 
mould bring him better news. 

The Cardinal was more cool, appeared 


: pleaſe d with my propoktion, and allowed 


that it was abſolutely neceflary, ſince it 
was ſo Ex preſsly commanded, that I og. 
again appear at Ver 4 e net 

ine THE agreement and dc pages. 


en to Unser by Wade Dor- 
vat, that the Queen had expected me till 
ivelve the preceding evening, and that 


_ ihe was much out of temper. 


Two hours after, I received a note from 


her Majcſty, informing me, that ſhe ſhould 
not be vitible that day, commanding me 
to tay at Verſailles, and that I ſhould be 
_ apprited when the could be ſeen. 
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The next day, upon my return from a: 
ſhort viſit, I found a note from the Queen 


in theſe terms: To-night, at half paſt nine. 


I attended, with great timidity, at the 


hour appointed. Her Majeſty's courteous 
and affable reception foon difpelled my 
fears. After many obliging ſpeeches, ſhe 


enquired if I had brought nothing from 


the Cardinal. I anſwered in the atiirma- 
tive, and drawing the agreement out of 
my pocket, ſaid, I was charged to receive 


her Majeſty's commands on its contents: 


then humbly repreſented the fituation 
of the Cardinal, the difficulties he had to 
encounter, and the addreſs with which he 


had vanquiſhed them, in having at once 


ſatisfied the jewellers, and coincided in 
her Naß n adding, that the 
; cfalnec in his 5 was 4 


The . replied, that ſhe had pont 


tively told him ſhe would enter into no 
arrangement but with himſelf; “ and 


» 


here,” continued ſhe, © he propoſes a di- 


rect one with the jewellers. Now, (as I 
wrote him word) if I had choſe to treat 
with them, I could have done it without 

his aſfiſtance; but now my name is ac- 
tually mentioned. It is a moſt unpardon- 


able indiſcretion ! He would have acted 


better by giving me notice, than taking 


5 upon 
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upon him a buſineſs he was unable to ex- 
ecute.“ 


I ſuggeſted a reply. in hopes of excu'- 
pating the Cardinal, that he had not fore- 


ſeen the obſtacles he had to encounter; 


that zeal, and a defire to ſerve her Ma- 
jeſty, made him proceed in the negocia- 
tion; that, upon ſo many difficulties be- 


ing ſtarted, he was neceſſitated to make 


uſe of her name, in order to clear him- 
ſelf of the ſuſpicion (which he but too 
ſtrongly diſcovered they entertained) of 


his having a deſign to purchaſe the dia- 


monds, in order to convert them into 
money : that, finding no other means of 
procuring the jewels, and thinking equally 
to fulfil your Majcſty's wiſhes, he men- 


tioned your Majeſty's name to excite their 


confidence, and meant t Fg: el poſſeſſion 
of the writing, to be {tri Wee Bn formablc 
to your Majeſty's defire.” 

The Qucen replied, © From what you 
tell me, Iam ſorry that I wrote to him as 


I did. —] will give you a letter to him 
But does he not betray a want of ſkill in 


this conduct ?—If inſpiring confidence 
was all that was requiſite, could he have 
deviſed no other mode: 
HAPS, IGNORANT OF IT; BUT I TELL IT 


YOU, THAT I HAVE CONTRACTED WITH 
THE KinG, A FORMAL ENGAGEMENT, NOT 


TU SET. MY NAME TO ANY THING, W WITH- 


lt 


Hz 1s, PER 


OUT FIRST: COMMUNICATING IT TO HIM. 


n nn 
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It is therefore impracticable ! Sec, be- 


tween you, what can be done; 12 Ic 


the idea of a purchaſe be given up 


IT APPEARS THAT THE WRITING BEING 


onLy A MATTER OF FORM——THAT 


THOSE PEOPLE BEING. UNACQUAINTED 


WITH MY HAND-WRITING—YOU WILL. 


CONSIDER OF iT. BuT, ONCE MORE, I 
CANNOT SET MY NAME To iT !|—How- 


ver, let the matter terminate which way 
it will, tell the Cardinal that I will, the 


irſt time I ſee him, communicate the na- 
ture of thoſe arrangements I mean to 
make with him.” _ 

Thoughtleſs of the conſequence, eager 


to obviate every difficulty, and anxious 
to accommodate all parties, I revolved 


every thing that paſſed in my own mind, 
ade Majeſty's expreſſions, 


with his Majeſty. never to ſct her hand 
to any agreement, without his conſent ; 

that ſhe wiſhed to be poſſeſſed of the neck- 
lace: that the Cardinal was eager to ob- 
tain her Majeſty's approbation, who 


ſeemed ſatisfied with any arrangement, 


provided her name did not abſolutely 
appear, in violation of the contract ſhe 


had made with his majeſty.” Without 
giving myſelf time to think, I conſulted 
a friend, who perfectly coinciding with. 


me in the propriety of the meaſure, 
| :gncd 


he E conſidered it as merely For- 
he was bound by her contract 
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ſigned the name, Marie Antoinette of France, 
In the margin of the agreement. 

I mention not theſe circumſtances to 
juſtify, but, in ſome ſmall degree, to 
palliate this imprudence, the greateſt, 
and attended with the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences of any in my life, to the com- 
miſſion of which my natural vivacity of 
temper, and the impulſe of the moment, 
backed by what JI then termed plaufible 
arguments, hurried me irreſiſtibly away. 
I thought that this fignature could not 
ſtrictly wear the complexion of a for- 
gery, for the perſon whoſe name I pro- 
cured to be figned would be accommo- 
died by this fictitious ſignature. It was 
not a fraud, for the jewellers would be 
poſſeſſed of the Cardinal's ſecurity, which 
they would not, as appears hem his firſt 
application, have heſitated © admit, had 
it not been for my apprehenhons,, The 
Cardinal would from the nature of his 
private arrangements with the Queen, be 
enabled to fulil the ſtated times of pay- 
ment regularly as they became due. Bi- 
alled by theſe ideas, I was guilty of this 
error, for which I confeſs I deſerve cen- 
ſure, though, poſſibly, every rebuke may 
be covered by that enormous weight of 
misfortunes which have aſſailed me in 
conſequence of this deviation from the 
path of rectitude. 


+: had 
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1 had determined then upon this decep- 
tion, of which I at that period knew not 


the conſequence. The mode of 3 
ing now buſted my thoughts, and pro 


ceeding in a manner the leaſt liable to 


exception, and the beſt adapted to pre- 


vent diſcovery.— When I firſt arrived at 


my own houſe, I was going to put down 
in the margin, Approved by me, the Queen; 

I was doubtful whether, conſidering her 
contract avith the King, the Queen would 
have adopted that ſignature. I was in a 


ſtate of perplexity, and had ſome incli- 
nation to conſult my huſband ; but I was 
fearful, upon recollection of the ſormer 
|  difficultics he had ſtarted, that he would 


not fall into the ſcheme. Doubtful, and 


perplexed in the extreme, while I was 


weighing ones thing againſt another, and 
_ Uncertain ho to determine, the name of 


Monſieur | ooh de Vilette was announc- 
Eck. 


M. Retaux de Vilette was a 9 with 


whom I had long been acquainted ; he 


was on the point of obtaining, through 


my influence, a military employment, 
and could, I thought, hardly retuſe doing 


me what I termed a ſervice of ſuch trivial 
conſequence. I accordingly kept him to 


dinner. He was acquainted with my con- 
nections with the Queen and the Cardi- 
nal: I had before hinted what was in agi- 
tation relative to the purchaſe of the 


neck- 
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necklace; I now related every eircum- 
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ſtance, and the preciſe ſtate of every in- 
cident concerning it. „„ 
I had the ſatisfaction to find that M. 


Vilette perfectly coincided with me in 


opinion. He told me, that, not doubt- 


ing but the Queen had made uſe of thoſe 


exprethons, it appeared to him precilely 


in the ſame point of view; that it was a 


matter of indiiference in what hand the 
approbation was written, ſincesthe jew- 


ellers were unacquainted with her Ma- 


jeſty's writings.—“ But” ſays he, © neither 


you nor the Queen are perhaps acquaint- 
ed with the danger of counterfeiting the 


hand-writing of any individual : it is, in 
the eye of the law, a criminal offence, 
under the appellation of forgery. Doubt- 
leſs you would not adviſe to commit. 
ſuch a crime; but this we May. do :—Pro- 


ceeding upon the ſuppoſition” that the 
jewellers are not acquainted with the 


Queen's hand- writing, it is equally impro— 


bable that they ſhould be acquainted with 


her ſignature. Your idea of ſigning An- 


 zomette only, is à palpable forgery : but 
Antoinette of France has certainly no mean- 


ing at all. Were the buſineſs, indeed, to 
ſwindle away the necklace, there, when- 
ever colluſion was difcovered, ſuch a fig- 
nature would indeed ſtand as a. proof of 
it; but there being no doubt of the 
jewellers receiving their payments, fince 

they 
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they are poſſeſſed of the Cardinal's eu, 
rity, ſecretly backed by the Queens, 1 
think one may, without great fear of de- 


tection, comply with theſe circumſtances, 
which ſhall be done in the following man- 
ner ;—Firſt, I ſhall not diſguiſe my hand; 


ſecondly, I ſhall give the Queen the inac- 


curate title of Antoinette of France. This 


writing being preſented by the Cardinal, 
will not be ſcrutinized ; and you ſhall 


promiſe me to burn it, in my preſence, 
when the Jewellers are paid, and the bufi- 
neſs is ended.“ —I gave him my word ot 
honour that it ſhould be done; u pon which 
he ſigned the approbation. 


During the time of my being engaged 


with Monſieur Retaux de Vilette, I received. 
a note from the Cardinal, who was all im- 


patience for my return. I ſent back the 


meſſenger, with an anſwer that I would 
ſee him ſoon ; but, in the mean time, 


every thing went on well. 
The moment I vas poſſeſſed of this ap- 


probation, I hurried away to the Cardi- 

nal's, from whom indeed I intended to 
have concealed the tranſaction ; but re- 
ſlecting a little, as I went along, that nei- 


ther M. Vilette, nor myſelf, were perhaps 


fully aware of the conſequences which 
might happen, I determined to explain 
every circumſtance, after having amuſed 
the Cardinal with a temporary deception. 
Wiſhing to make an experiment if the 


ſignature 
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fignature would paſs current with him, 


Here,“ ſaid I, upon entering, © here it 
is at laſt!“ -The Cardinal peruſed the 


articles, examined the approbation, and 


exclaimed, © Yes, here it is at laſt '—] 


laughed heartily, and explained the whole 
tranſaction. He examined the paper 


more attentively, was pleafed with what 
I had done, and obſerved that if the fg- 
nature had deceived him, it would be 


much more etfectual with the jewellers. 


The Cardinal departed, and on that 


very day(the goth of January) concluded 


the bargain. The day following he ſent 
me two letters, one for myſelf, defiring 


my immediate departure for Verſailles, to 


deliver the other, which was incloſed, and 


addreſſed to her Majeſty. 


In compliance with the Cardinal's re- 
queſt, I uſed all poſſible expedition in 
travelling to Verſailles. As ſoon as I ar- 
rived, 1 received a note from the Queen, 


who was a little indiſpoſed, commanding 


the Cardinal to be in my apartment at 
nine at night, in his uſual dreſs, wh the 
box in queſtion, and not to depart till he 


heard from her. 


The next day I 5 tranſmit⸗ 
ted this note to the Cardinal, as directed. 


About half paſt eight he came to me, in 
his uſual diſguiſe, with the box contain- 


ing the necklace, which he depoſited on 
A bureau. | We remained ſome time con- 
verſing 
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verſing upon a variety of topics, till our 
converſation was interrupted by the ar- 
rival of Leſclaux, her Majeſty's groom 
of the chamber, (a man perfectly known 
to the Cardinal, and frequently employ- 
ed as a truſty meſſenger) who well knew 
the nature of their intrigues. This per- 


ton delivered to the Cardinal a note from 


the een, conceived in the following 


torms :—* The minifler the King] n 
* tually in my apartment. I know not 


" now long his ſtay will be, Jou Eng 
1 ie perſon whom I fend : deliver the box 


to him, and-ſtay where you are. 1 do 


“ not deſpair of ſceing thee to-day. 


The Cardinal, 1 peruſing the note, 


8 
written, as well as the preceding one, in 


her Majeſty's own hand: -writing, deliver- 


ed, with his own hands, the box, con- 
taining the necklace, to the very perſon 
whom the Queen herſelf had exprefied to 
be deferving of her confidence. —Leſclaux 
obſerved, on departing, that he had orders 
to wait at Madame de Mit {ery 's Apartment 


till twelve. 
About half paſt eleven, the ſame Leſ- 
claux returned with another note to the 


Cardinal, purporting that her Majeſty 
was very much croſſed, expreſsly acknow- 
ledging that ſhe would ſee him the follow- 
ing day. 


Such is a very brief ſtatement of the 
circumſtances relating to the necklace :— 


from the time it was received by the Car- 
dinal : 
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dinal from the jeweller, till delivered to 
Lefclanx, it was not a moment out of his 
poſſetiion. Why then, it may be aſked, 
did he not call Leſclaux to account? The 
anſwer is obvious—becaulſe he was fear- 
ful of involving the Queen; but he de- 
}ivered it to Leſclaux with his own hands, 
and the Queen expreſsly acknowledged 
that ſhe had received it. 

„The necklace was delivered on the firſt 
of February, 1785; from the intervening 
months till the fatal cataſtrophe, a varie- 
ty of circumſtances took place ſimilar to 
thoſe I have already related, and which! 
hall haſtily paſs over. On the ſecond 
the Cardinal received a letter from the 
Queen, which did indeed but flightly men- 
tion the necklace; expreſing, however, 
that the Queen admired it, which made 
the Cardinal himſelf remark, at the time 
of reading the . 7 hat the veſſel had 
Sailed ſafe into harbour. This letter, in- 
deed, I did not copy: it was conceived 
in terms the moſt indecent, the moſt li- 
centious that could poſſibly be imagined; 
for theſe reaſons it is that I wiſh not to 
enter into particulars, any further than is 
material to prove, from her Majeſty's 
writing, and from the Cardinal's own ex- 
preſſions, that the necklace had reached 
the port of its deſtination. 

Nothing very remarkable occurred ſor 
Tome time, but letters in protution, con- 
tinval 
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tinual journies ſor me to and from Paris, 
Verſailles, Trianon, &c. &. 8 
About a month after the Queen was in 
pollethon of this necklace, ſhe wrote a 
jetter to the Cardinal, informing him, 
that ſome perſon had aſſured her that it 
was too dear by at leaſt two hundred 


x theufand livres, and, unleſs the jewellers 


conſented to that abatement, ſhe was de- 
termined to return 1t. 1 
The Cardinal, as uſual; flew: 
the whole ſex 
with the moſt abufive cpithets, but 
found himſelf ſo far engaged as to be un- 


der the neceſſity of compliance with every 
caprice; the office of prime miniſter glit- 
tered in his eye, cnducd him with a preat- 
er degrce of patience than he was uſually 
thoſe beams of elevation fill. 


dazzled his eye, operated as a curb upon 


his temper, and ſubjected him to ſuſtain 
what otherwiſe would have been intolera- 
ble. He ſent, therefore to the jewellers, 
and communicated her Majeſty's letter, 
who, thinking the bargain ratified and 
confirmed, and the property delivered, 


were in no {mall degree ſurpriſed. 
The jewellers remonſtrated ſtrongly ; 


but the high authority of the perſon inſiſt- 
ing on the abatement, added to the fear 
of having it returned upon their hands, 
at length operated to induce them to con- 


This 


ſent to the deduction. 
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This was the fecond arrangement witi, 
the jewellers—the necklace was in her 
Majeſty's poltethon, conſequently at her 
own difpoſal. . 

From this period to that when I was 
charged (I am ſhocked at the repetition) 
with having ſtolen this jewel, difficultics 

aroſe for the event of which I could not 
but tremble: a ſtorm was gathering, and 
approaching rapidly, which threatened 
the molt fatal conſequences. The meet- 
ings between the Queen and the Cardinal 
were leſs frequent : the former was th Ought- 
ful and myiterious; the latter appearcd 
unuſually reſerved, and we toned out of 
humour. I was ſenſibly alarmed at this 
change, the effects of which I frequently 
experiencet., a 
The Queen was diſ leaſed with the Car- 
dinal, and I thought I read in her preſent 
conduct a deſign to puniſh me for having 
been inſtrumental in bringing them toge- 
ther. Coolneſs in her Majeſty's boſom in- 
ſenfibly made way for diſguſt, and neglect 
tended to raiſe the Cardinal's reſentment, 
to multiply his indifcretions, and eventu- 
ally to lead him to his puniſhment ; he 
thought himſelf of confequence to the 
Queen, and, with the moſt inconfiderate 
and :noredibls raſhneſs, reſolved, as he 
expreſſed himſelf, to mortify her Majeſty 
by his abſence. 


Deluded 


\ d Jo — 
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Deluded man! what dæmon could have 
placed this bandage before thy eyes, and 
turned thee looſe to wander over the pre- 
cipice of deſtruction !—thy abſence !— 
Alas! there was nothing the Queen fo 


carneſtly wiſhed; there was nothing, thy. 
deſtruction excepted, that ſhe more anxi- 


ouſly deſired. 


Have I not ſaid that the Cardinal was 


guilty of ſome indiſcretions? and will 
not the correſpondence annexed, bear me 


out in the aflertion? Have I not menti- 


oned the infernal malice of the Polig- 
nacs? to add, curtail, apply; in ſhort, 
to make every thing anſwer their diabo- 


lical purpoſes, is there any that I have 
hitherto ſaid that does not wear the com- 


plexion of probability ? If there is, the 
Polignacs are amiable, the Queen virtu- 
_ ous, and the Cardinal difcreet. 

1 have before ſaid, that the Queen 
ſeemed as if ſhe was diſpteaſed with me, 
as if ſhe wiſhed to puniſh me without oſ- 
tenſibly appearing to be actuated by that 


wiſh. I have ſaid that ſhe wiſhed to de- 


ſtroy the Cardinal, and J hope I ſhall be 
roo Wh for ſuch frequent repetitions, 


becauſe I think them neceſſary to pre- 
pare the mind of my readers for what I 


have further to relate. 


One day, regarding me with her uſual 


affability, her Majeſty preſented me with 
2 box, accompanied with theſe words 
— Here 


— 
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„ Here—it's a long time ſince I gave you 
any thing; but don't tell the Cardinal 
that I have made you this preſent, nor 
even that you have ſeen me.— Do you 
hear ? Do not talk to him of me.' 

I have before ſaid that I concealed no- 
thing from the Cardinal, and therc are ſome 


who will, probably, accuſe me of breach 


of confidence, and difobeying her Ma- 
jeſty's expreſs commands. I confeſs ! 


think my conduct in that refpect not irre- 


prehenſible, at leaſt it would require a 
much abler advocate than myſelf to de- 
fend it; otherwiſe I might infinuate my 


prior acquaintance with the Cardinal, the 


intereſt he ſeemed to take in my affairs, 
and his generoſity, previous to my having 
entertained an opinion that J ſhould ever 
be able to render him any ſervice with 
the Queen: I might perhaps hint, that 


my gratitude, as well as my inclination, 
biaſſed me towards the Cardinal. 


Surrounded as I was with dificultics, 
where I had only the painful choice of 


ſelecting what to me appeared the leaſt, 


| harraſled with theſe dilemmas, with little 
time for deliberation, and obliged to act, 
_ obliged to proceed, I thought deceiving 


the Queen would be attended with leſs 


hazardous conſequences, than being ob- 
ſtinately determined to defend my errors, 
and the opprethon and malicious falſities 
of my enemies, perhaps, have been ſuf— 

| fleiently 
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foiently enormous, I had aimoſt ſaid, to 
render it my duty to take advantage of 
every argument that might eventually 
turn out in my favour, and, peihbly, at 
once palliate my errors, and diminiſh that 
weight of opprobrium with which I have 
been loaded.—1 will not only admit, but 
avow, that I acted wrong; yet I will not 
avail myfelf of what I have juſt menti- 
oned. I have a more powerful friend in 
the candour and generoſity of the Engliſh 
nation, of which Protection of the Op- 
preſſed is the peculiar characteriſtic.—I 
confeſs that I have been guilty of errors, 
and throw myſelf at once upon the can- 
dour and compaſſion of my readers. 

As ſoon as I had examined the contents 
of the box, and totally ignorant of its 
value, I hurried away to the Cardinal, at 
once to communicate what paſſed at 
Verſailles, and to exhibit this recent 
proof of her Majeſty's munificence. In 
the moſt earneſt manner I conjured the 
Cardinal not to betray that confidence 
_ repoſed in him, in expreſs contradiction _ 
to her Majeſty's commands.—TI requeſt 
that it may be ever remembered, and 
deeply impreſſed on the minds of my 
readers—that, I brought theſe Jewels to the 
Cardinal ! [ ; 

After looking haſtily over the diamonds, 
which he poured out on his table, after a 
pauſc of furprize,” and a look of aſtoniſh- 
ment, 
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ment, “ This,” ſays he, « appears to mc 
ſomething: confiderable : how do you 
mean to difpoſe of them?“ I told him, 
that I meant to fell the greateſt part, and 
reſerve the remainder for my own uſe. 
He ſurveyed them again yet more atten- 
tively, and propoſed my leaving them 
with him till the following day. BAS com- 
plied without the leaſt hektation. 

This I beg leave to remark as another 
circumſtance in my favour, as, by oblig- 
ing the Cardinal to own they were return- 
ed, I produced an indiſputable proof that, 
by exhibiting them to the Cardinal almoſt 

the moment they were received, I at leait 
could not have ftolen them. Had J been 
guilty of that crime, had 1 hot come fair- 
ly by them, I ſhould never have been fo 
very imple (and my enemies allow that ! 
was not deficient in cunning) to run the 
hazard of detection, by leaving them all 
night with the Cardinal.—But what did ! 
do? I made not the lighteſt ſeruple to the 
Cardinal's propoſal, who faid, in con- 
ducting me out, that he would weigh 
them, and inform me what was their in- 
trinke value. This was juit what I wiſhed 
to aſcertain. I thanked him, and retir- 
ed, leaving the jewels looſe upon the 
_ Cardinal's table.—Next day, 1 received 
. from him the following: note: 


& Dear 
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Dear Counteſs, 


Cy 


I return by my Swiſs the box in queſtion, and 


l adviſe you to ſell them as quickly as p9ſſible. 
1 will fee you at my return from Verſailles, 
when 1 will ſpeak to yqu more fully ; but di- - 


prje of what [ return 19 you ſoon. 


I confels, that I was myſelf ignorant of 
the worth of the preſent I had received. 


I was not very converſant in the intrinſic 


value of diamonds; yet I ſuppoſed, from 


the rank of the donor, that the gift was 
far from being inconſiderable. 

I haſtened to communicate my good 
fortune to my huſband, but previouſly 


thought proper to appropriate ſome ot. 


the ſmaller {tones to purchaſe ſome few 
trifles which I then had occation for, and 
for which I did not chuſe to apply to my 
. huſband, intending them, then, for my 


own private uſe. Having firſt made pre 


viſion for myſelf, a circumſtance, indeed, 
but too common) I delivered the remains 
der to my huſband, who, in the very mo- 
ment that he caſt his eyes over them, ob- 
ſerved that they belonged to the necklace, 
and on that account he conceived it ne- 
ceſſary, from prudential motives, to all- 
viſe with the Cardinal relative to tlie modo 


-Of their diſpoſition; in which, as he 
then conceived, it would be abſolutcly 


| neceſſary to adopt the utmoſt circumſpec- 


tion, leſt,: through the unaccountablc 


fluctuation, and the rapidity of the cir- 
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culation of trade, theſe jewels ſhould Ha!! 


into the hands either of Bhomer or Bas 


Langes, Which would, doubtleſs, lead to 
iuggeſtions by no means favourable to the 
parties concerned in the tranſaction. 
While we were engaged in this conver- 
{ation relative to the difpotal of the jew. 


„ls, the Cardinal Ow if arrived in great. 


baſte, informed me, that he would fcc 
n on his return 1 om Veriailles, whither 
he was then immediately going, in the 


mean time earneſtly Cntreating me to 


De extremely cautious, and not ſhew the 
jewels to any perſon whatever. 

When tne Cardinal, returned from Ver- 
{aiiles he informed me, that, in his inter- 
view with the Queen, ſhe did not once 
mention a ſyllable reſpecting the neck- 
lace, which was to him an inexplicable 
myſtery; that, upon examination of th: 
jewrels ſhe had preſented me with, he had 


_ difcovered the moſt remarkable ftoncs in 


that ornament ; it did not in the leaſt ſur- 
priſe him, that the Queen ſhould take it 


to pieccs, to make fome alterations and 


diſguiſe its form, but he thought it ex- 
tremcly lingular that her Majeſty ſhould 
not [peas about it, at the ſame time he 
obſcrved, that he ſhould be very much 
chagriney if the jewellers ſhould hear that 
this ornament ſhould have been thus taken 


to pieces ; adding, that this would, pro- 
dan be the caſe, if I ſhould attempt to 
diſpote 
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dif pole of ſtones of ſo remarkable a pat- 


tern in Paris; he, therefore, to obviate 
cvery en adviſed me to ſend them 


to Amſterdam. © Theſe flat oval ſtones,” 


continued he, “ not according with the 
deſign of her Majeſty's intended fuit of 
diamonds, ſhe has probably conlidered 
them as trifles ; but I declare to you that 
they are not worth leſs than three thou- 
ſand livres, and you cannot diſpoſe of 


them either with too much privacy or ex- 
pedition.“ 


My huſband perfectly coincided in the 


Cardinal's opinion, and immediately rc- 


volved in his own mind the means ot put- 


ting his plan in execution, for which pur- 
poſe he that ſame day called upon a Jew, 


named Franks, who conſented to under- 
take a journey to Amſterdam, thus com- 
mittioned, to difpoſc of the jewels. 

He accordingly tet forward for that 
purpoſe. The diſturbances at that time 
prevalent in Holland rendered his jour- 


ney ineffectual, in conſequence of which 
my huſband determined totakethat charge 
upon himſelf, to pals over into E. ngland, 


and he accordingly commenced his jour- 
ney on the twelfth of April, accompanied 


by Chevalier O'Neil, a captain of grena- 


aiers, and a knight of St. Louis. 


It was during this interval that the 
| Queen? s diſguſt towards the Cardinal was 


. acceleratively increafing, and rapidly ad- 
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vancin to its acme; their interviews 
vero leſs frequent, and that time, which 
Was formerly occupied in a manner inf- 


.nitely more agrecable, was now ſpent in 
altercation, and they ſeparated from each 


other mutually diſpleaſing and difpleaſcd. 

The Cardinal now gave himſelf but 
little concern about the necklace, only 
ſoraetimes remarked, that it was very ſin— 


gular the Queen made no uſe of her dia- 


monds, particularly interrogating me if ! 


had diſcovered any thing new about any | 
part of her dreſs; to ſuch. interrogatorics 1 
IT uniformly anſwered in the negative. 


He feemed indecd ſurprized; but this 
3 gave way to anxieties of far 
ſuperior magnitude, anxicties to which 
this cireumſtance was, as it were, an airy 
trifle ; he thought he perceived a declen- 
ton of his intereſt with the Emperor, and 


he ſuſpected the Queen as the cauſe of 


that declenſion: he went further, and rc- 
proached her for having triffed with him 
relative to the arrangements of his pro- 
miſed elevation; he was offended too that 
he was not publicly received; his wholc 
conduct took a tincture from thoſe c1r- 
cumitances, and he even formed the ex- 


travagant reſolution of ſpeedily compel- 


ling her Majeſty to do him juſtice. It was 
in vain to remonſtrate; his obſtinacy 
was, indeed, truly alarming, but of this 
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what I have juſt related is a ſufncient de- 
monſtration. 

A few. days after my huſband's depar- 
ture the Cardinal ſet out for Saverne, un- 
der the ſtrongeſt conviction that her Ma- 
jeſty, to whom he thought himſelf effen- 
tial, not long able to ſupport his abſence, 


would be under the neceſſity of recalling 
him very ſoon. 


During the abſence of the Cardinal 1 
continued paying my court to her Ma- 
jeſty, who very feldom mentioned his 
name, and when ſhe did it was in a 
manner not merely indifferent, but ſome- 
thing worſe. Among the number of 
cauſes which tended to ſour the temper 


of the Queen, jealouſy bore no ſmall 


part. Reports of the Cardinals intrigues. 


of his indiſcretions, of the light manner 
in which he ſpoke of her Majeſty to no- 
blemen and others, whom he thought his 


friends——theſe reports, I ſay, hourly 
brought to her Majeſty, and conſtantly 


echoed and re-echoed in her ear by thoſe 


calumniators who generally ſwarm in 


courts, had now wrought her to the high- 
eſt pitch, and ſhe wanted nothing but 


tae opportunity of taking the molt am- 
ple revenge. 

Such was the ſtate of the Queen's mind, 
when, on the 22d of May, I was dif- 


patched by her Majeſty with a packet to 


Saverne, which I was charged to deliver 


into 
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nto the Cardinal's own hands. 


confeſs that my curioſity was ſtrongly 
excited to examine the contents of this 
packet, concerning v. hich J had ſuch po- 


litive injunctions: but it was wrapped up 
fo cloſe, and bound with filk twilt, ind 


ſealed every way, that it would have been 
im poſfible to have fatisfed myfelf with- 
out the preateſt hazard of diſcovery. 1 
tattered myfelf that the Cardinal would, 


12 confidence, have truſted me with the 
| was, however deceived—he 
faid not a ab! e that could lead me to 


coonjecture what was the purport of that 
myſterious paper; but the Cardinal's de- 


jection, his apparent anxiety on its pe- 
ruſal, clearly demonſtrated that it con- 


veyed no pleaſing intelligence, and were 


melancholy omens, which induced me to 


augur as my fears but too ſtrongly per— 


ſuaclcd. 
He uttered a few vague expreſſions; in- 


iorming me that he ſhould ſet off for 


Paris next day, without giving me any 
reaſon for his departure, or what was the 
intent of his journey. 

He returned to Paris, and wrote to 


_ Verſailles ; but he gained no admiſhon—_ 
his abſence had given his enemies an op- 


portunity of being buſy with his fame. 
The Queen's refolution was firmly fixed; 


in vain did he ſtrive to weaken thoſe un- 
:avourable impreffions, which his own 


indiſcre- 
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indiſcretions and the machinations of his 
enemies had rendered indelible, in vain 
did he weary her with letters replete with 
re monſtrance, every argument, every ſup- 
plication they contained were equally 
fruitleſs; they were worſe, they did but 
confirm that reſolution they were intend- 
cd to invalidate, and whet that defire of 
revenge which they were meant to de- 
itroy.—His deſtruction was reſolved—ſhe 


lid, indeed, condeſcend to write a line 


or two in anſwer, but it was only to 
throw him off his guard. Revenge had 
taught her that degree of difimutation 
which was ſubſervient to her purpole, and 


ihe yet diſguiſed her real fentiments, and 
attempted to ſtifle thoſe ſparks of reſent- 


ment which were daily kindling in her 
boſom, till the Baron de Breteuil, the 


mortal enemy of the Cardinal, blew them 


into flames which could not be extin- 


guiſhed. 


The Baron de Breteuil, ſupreme head 
of the police, with fifty thouſand ſpies in 


conſtant pay, with fifty thouſand eyes ſo 


diſtributed, in every quarter of the me- 


_ tropolis, that nothing could eſcape their 


penetration, had been for a long time ac- 


quainted with the ſecret negociation of 
the necklace, and he treaſured it up with 


ſecret malignity, as a corner-ſtone where- 
on to rear the deſtruction of the Cardi- 


nal. He had ſeveral times ſent for the 


jew- 
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ſewellcrs, and interrogated them reſpecting 
the tranſaction ; they as often acquainted 
the Cardinal, who itrongly enjoined them 
to ſecrecy, and adviſed them to ay, T hat 
the necxlace was ſent alhß dad. 
This part of the drama becomes highly 
intereſting. The miniſter waited with 
miſchievous intent, with malignant im- 
patience, the time when the firſt payment 
thould become due: hoping the clamours 
of the jewellers,. in caſe of non-payment, 
which from the extravagance and known 
embarrafſments of the Cardinal, he had 
too great reaſon to hope would be the 
cale, would at once unravel this myſte- 
ricus tranſaction and entangle the Car- 


dinal. 


ne Cardinal, deſtitute of the means 
975 payment within himſelf, looked for- 


ward 


to the Queen, to the fulfilling c. 


her private engagements; he looked for- 
ward with the moſt anxious expectatio!: 

terrified by the Queen's averſion, and 
Taſpended between hope and fear at one 
moment, he was doubtful whether ſhe 
would fulfil thoſe agreements—at ano- 
ther, he flattered himſelf ſhe would do 
them honour. 


AP 


prized of the meaſures of the Baron 


de Breteuil, the Cardinal was doubly in- 
tent on ſecuring the Queen's ſecret from 
diſcovery ; indeed, his whole conduct re- 


lative to this affair ſufficiently demon- 


ſtrates 
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ſtrates his internal conviction that her 
Majeſty had received the necklace, and 
- conceived that, in whatever manner ſhe 
might think proper to diſpoſe of it, ſhe 
was bound to diſcharge the obligation 
contracted on her account. It appeared 
too, that her Majeſty was herſelf ſenſible 
_ of this, from her having given the Car- 
dinal thirty thouſand livres to pay the 
jewellers in part of the intereſt, which 
they refuſed to accept, but as fo much 
money toward the account ot the princi- 
pal, and gave their receipt for that pur- 
poſe, acknowledging to have received the 
ſum of thirty thouſand livres from her 
— Majeſty, on account of the necklace. 

This tranſaction did not eſcape the 
Argus eyes of the Baron de Breteui}, who, 
eager to warp every thing to his own pur- 
poſe, attempted by every art to alarm the 
jewellers; and, ſo great was his invete- 
racy againſt the Cardinal, that he forgot 
the reſpect which was due to the Queen. 
Before he had made any enquiries into 
the tranſaction, before he had enquired 
whether the Queen had really impowered 
the Cardinal to purchaſe, he boldly aſ- 

ſerted that this was an impoſition, that 

the Cardinal had deceived them, and 
that their only reſource was to exhibit 

heir complaint in a memorial to her 
Majeſty. 5 : 5 
1 Alarmed. 
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Alarmed at this declaration, the jewel- 


lers no longer preſerved the ſecret, but 
minutely related all the particulars: of 


the tranſaction, amongſt which that of 
the fignature Antoinette de France was fin- 
gularly ſtriking. Poſſeſſed of every cir- 
cumſtance in a mode the moſt authentic, 


and profeſſing at once the honeſt indigna- 


tion of a good ſubject, blended with the 
higheſt degree of zeal for her Majeſty's re- 


putation; aſſuming this plauſible exterior, 
to conceal the deſire of private revenge, 


with ardent ] impatience the Baron hurried 
away to requeſt a private audience with 
the Queen, where he expatiated largely 


upon the information acquired by his vigi- 


lance, and blazoned ſtrongly, in colours 


| ſuited to his purpoſe, the nature and per- 
nicious conſequences of the diſcoveries he 


had made. 


The Queen, taken thus unawares, ſo 


fuddenly ſurprized, choſe not to diſcloſe 
this circumfiance to the miniſter, nor 


wiſhed to put into his poſſeſſion a clue that 
would unravel thoſe ſecrets which it was 


her intereſt to conceal; at the ſame time, 


preſſed by the exigence of the moment, 


the affected ſurprize and indignation, and 
denied all knowledge of the tranſaction, 


She was now reduced to a diſagreeable di- 


lemma, either to expoſe herſelf, or ſacriticc 
the innocent. 


She 


EEE AO, oo 
. r N 8 r , 4 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 323 

She decided upon the latter; and, as 
uniformity of conduct was neceſſary, hay- 
ing once acted wrong, ſhe perſiſted in er- 
ror. When the jewellers preſented their 
memorial, on the peruſal of the very firſt 
line ſhe exclaimed with affected ſurprize, 
f ſiat da theſe people mean ? I believe they 
are parting with their ſenſes !*_ 

My huſband was now returned from 
London, whither he had been, as I before 
Rated, to diſpote of the jewels, accompa- 
nied by the Chevalier O'Neal ; the parti- 
culars of whoſe journey having been by 
himſelf related at large in my Memoirs, I 
ſhall not introduce them here. 

Towards the beginning of July, proba- 
bly the day after the conference of the Ba- 
ron de Breteuil with her Majeſty, I re- 
marked tothe Cardinal that my houſe was 
beſet with ſpies. He replied, he was per- 
ſuaded his own was in the ſame predica- 
ment, but could not conceive the mean- 
ing. 5 
Alarmed at this intelligence, which 
neither of us knew how to account tor, * 
told the Cardinal that I would make it my 
bulineſs to ſee the Queen. 

1 departed immediately to Verſallics, 
and had the honour of an interview with 
her Majeſty, to whom I imparted what 
had paſſed. She gave me no ſatisfactory 
anſwers, and conhderably increaſed my 
tears, by affecting to divert the converſa— 
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324 THE LIFE OF THE 
tion to another ſubject. One thing in 
particular fixed my attention. She aſked 


me whether, in the courſe of the preſent 


ſeaſon, I was not accuſtomed to go into 
the country. 

I was-extremely tarprizcd at this queſ- 
tion, to which JL replied, that my only de- 
tire was to paſs near her Majeſty all the 


moments ſhe would deign to honour me 


with; and that I would never abſent my- 


ſelf, without receiving her expreſs com- 


mand for that purpoſe. 
Dnable to gain any ſatisfactory tell 
rence, while every thing wore the appeat- 


_ ance of myftery, I withdrew in a ſtate of 


extreme agitation. I found myſelf ſealed 
for deſtruction, and that I ſhould ſhare in 
the puniſhment of the Cardinal. I im- 
mediately went to his hotel, and commu- 
nicated to him, as the author, as the par- 
ticipant of my calamity, every thing that 


paſſed. He was reſerved, thoughtful, and 


deſected 
The next day, having been with the 
jewellers, whoſe fears of loſing their pro- 
perty, now more predominant than their 
promites of ſecreſy to the Cardinal, had fo 
far biaſſed them, that they were evidently 


in a league with the miniſter, he returned 
in a violent rage, bitterly inveighing 


againſt the Queen, whom he loaded pt 
the, coarſeſt epithets, and reprobated i 
the vileſt terms. 
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J was not without apprehenſions that 


he had given looſe to his rage before the 
jewellers; that he had not only made 
uſe of ſome unguarded expreflions, but 


even diſcovered ſome of thoſe ſecrets 


which would only tend to precipitate his 
downfall, to accelerate his deftruction. 
What Baffanges afterwards ſaid to my 
huſband, convinced me that I was not 
wrong in my conjecture. The jewellers 
had no ſecurity but the Cardinal's honour, 
and probably ſeared that he too might 


deny the receipt of the necklace. 


It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe the 
confuſion in which every thing was at 


this. juncture: 1 clearly foreſaw the Car- 


dinal's puniſhment, and in that, in 


areadful characters, anticipated my own, 

While I was thus harrowed up by the 
moſt diſagreeable reflections, I received a 
little box containing three bills on the 


Caiſſe d'Eſcompte, of one thoufand livres 
each, and one hundred louis d'ors in caſh, 
accompanied with a note in her Majeſty's 


own hand-writing, purporting that, for 
particular reaſons, which ſhe would com- 
municate at a proper time, and in a pro- 


per place, the defired I would ſet out for 


the country, promiſing that I ſhould hear 
from her, and alfuring me of her kind- 
neſs. 
Unfortunately for me, I had long con- 
tracted the habit of intruſting the Cardi- 
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nal with every thing: I accordingly in- 
formed him of this.— 
note his immediate difgrace, and hurried 


He read in the 


away to conſult that ſtar which influ- 
enced all his actions, Caglioſtro; by him 
he was fatally biafled, to him he gave up 
the reins of his underſtanding, and from 
him he imbibed thofe counſels which 


have produced ſuch a dreadful cataſ- 


trophe. 


That projector of horoſcopes perſuaded 


the Cardinal not to enter into any perſonal 


negociation with the jewellers, which 
would probably have pacified them, as 


not having any ſecurity but the honour 
of the Cardinal they were under no ſmall 
diſquietude, and this circumſtance made 
them more eaſily biaited by the Baron de 
Breteuil. He further prejudiced the Car- 


dinal, that, eircumſtanced as ſhe was, the 
Queen would not dare to ſpeak about this 
buſineſs, but would be obliged ſecretly to 
compromiſe it. He next ſugge ſted to him 
the idea of terrifying me, and by that 
means inducing me to remove to a place 


of ſecurity, that he might make my flight 
into a foreign country an argument of 
guilt, and a proof that I had defrauded 


the jewellers and was in polleſhon of the 
necklace. 


I need not weigh againſt the villainy 
of this impoſtor, againſt the blindneſs, the 
deluſio n { the Cardinal], the eircum- 

Ps ſtances 
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ſtances I have juſt mentioned ſpeak for 
themſelves. 
The Cardinal, implicitly guided by the 


counſels of this calculator of nativities, 


who pretended to have an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the ſtars, and a perfect 
knowledge of tuturity, came to my houſe 
in the evening, and, exprelsly as he had 


been tutored by Caglioſtro, pretended to 


have made very important diſcoveries, in- 


formed me that the Queen had formed 


the moſt malignant Ae againſt us 
both. 


Though 1 had great abel, from ber 
Majeſty's note and the preſent ſhe ſent 
me, to believe that her intentions to me 
were by no means ſo inimical as the Car- 


dinal would with to ſuggeſt, yet he labour- 


ed to terrify me as much as poſlible, that 
he might bring me to his lure, and made 

uſe of the moſt artful inſinuations to com 
Accuſtomed, as I had 
long been, to be guided, when my fears 


plete his purpoſe. 


were wrought up ſo high as not to ſuffer 
me to attend to the dictates of prudence, 


by his counſels, he ſeized the moment to 
bear me away; ſeeing me ſufficiently 


alarmed, he told me, there was but one 
way to ſave myſelf, that I was moſt inevi- 
tably ruined, if J 
not take refuge in his hotel. 

Intimidated with what he repreſented, 
A not giving myſelf time to think, 1 


haſte ned 


and my huſband did 
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haſtened to depart, and only waited a few 
minutes to leave inſtructions for my huſ- 


band on his return home. - Accompanied 
by a truſty female, who at Verſailles had 
frequently been witneſs to the meetings 


which the Cardinal and I fo repeatedly 
had with the Queen, I blindly. conſented 


to be guided by the Cardinal's direction, 


and, attended by my woman, through bye 


- ways accompanied him to his hotel. 


When my huſband came home he pe- 
ruſed my note, which deſired him on its 
reccipt to attend at the Boulevards, where 
he would meet Monſ. de Carbonniere, 
who would FIRE conduct bim to 
men 17 
Surpriſed at the contents, and! ignorant 


of what had happened, he repaired to the 


place appointed, where he met Monſieur 


de Carbonniere, who, attended by two 


heydukes completely armed, conducted 


him myſteriouſly to the Cardinal's hotel. 


He aſked many queſtions concerning the 


meaning of all this, but could get no 


other fear than that the Cardinal 


would give him an explanation. 


The moment the Cardinal obſerved him 
juſt entering in the court he exclaimed, 


in mingled. accents of joy and triumph, 
Ah! Heaven be 


praiſed ! there is no- 
thing more to fear!” As M. de la Motte 
came up ſtairs and was running towards 
me to make enquiries concerning what 


hd 
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had happened, the Cardinal accoſted him 
in theſe words: All 'this/ ſurpriſes you, 


hecaufe you are ignorant of every thing 


but be not uncaſy, you are now fate: I 
now defy the Queen, whom I laugh at, 
and her whole gang—we ſhall ſee what 
turn matters will take. It is late—go to 


your reſt. I will ſee you to-morrow early 
and we will talk together on the ſubject.” 


When he had ſaid this he retired, ſhutting 


all the doors and taking away all. 8 15 


keys. 


My nuſband ſurpriſed, defired me to 
explain this myſtery; I explained every. 


thing, and was very ſeverely reproached, 


as I very juſtly merited, for complying 
with advice ſo palpably abſurd ; but this 
ſudden compliance, ſo detrimental to my 
intereſt, is at leaſt a proof how I was of- 
ten hurried away by that vivacity of. 
temper which would not give me time to 


think, and proved how very little I was 
calculated for. ſuch complicated in- 


trigues as my enemies have thought pro- 


per to charge me with. 
The air of ſatisfaction, the accents of ex- 
hatin, which the Cardinal expreſſed at 


having us in his poſſeſſion, gave my huſ- 


band great reaſon to ſuſpect that the Car- 
dinal had ſome artikce, ſome ſcheme in 


his mind. Juſtly lufpicious that the Car- 
dinal had no good intent, M. de la Motte 
determined that we ſhould both depart as 


won as it was day. 


We 
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We laid down to reſt, but, agitated as 
we were, ſleep did not weigh down our 


eyelids. —The whole night was ſpent in 


ſpeaking of our embarraſſments, -regule.- 
ting] plans for our extrication, and reflect- 
ing upon the peculiarity of our circum- 
ſtances. 
About ſeven in the morning the Cardi- 
nal appeared: he ſtill laboured to impreſs 
us with the idea of our danger, and ſtre— 


nuouſly urged it was highly neceilary and 


peculiarly fortunate, that we were remov- 
ed the preceding night, and had taken 
refuge with him. © I "believe, continued 
he, there is a ſuſpicion of your being here; 

we ſhall ſee to-night, and take the neceſ- 
tary precautions for ſending you off to 


Coupvrai. Your houſe and mine Eave 


been ſurrounded all night. But you are 
ſafe; there is nothing to be feared here! 
M. de la Motte, ſtill ſuſpecting the Car- 

_ dinal of having ſome manceurre, reſolved, 
if poſſible, to counteract it, and determin- 
ed not to remain there till night. He told 
the Cardinal in a reſolute: tone, that he 
could not comprehend what Ke meant to 
ſay ; that, not being a party concerned, 

not having had any thing to do with his 
_ intrigues with the Queen, having nothing 


to reproach himſelf with, he had nothing 


to: fear; defiring, at the ſame time per- 


 miſhon to return to his own houſe, where 


there were perſons employed in backing 
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up, previous to his return into the Fountry ; 


who would ſtand in need of his directions, 


and his own people, who would be uneaſy 
at his abſence. 


It was about this time that all our fur- 


niture was nearly packed up, and thc 


waggons loaded, ready to ſet out for Bar 
ſur Aube. This circumitance, however, 
ſhewed no great uncaſineſs under our fitu- 
ation, as her Majeſty had expreſsly enjoin- 
ed us to go into the country, and we were 


tO ſollow our furniture ſo much the earlier, 


in compliance with the Queen's com- 
mands. 


The Cardinal was greatly diſappointed 


at the reſolute and determined tone with 
which my huſband addreſſed him, and ex- 
crted all his abilities to work him to his 
purpoſe ; but finding his efforts vain, and 
M. de la Motte unalterably determined, 
* vince then,“ ſaid he, © you will run to 
your ruin, I. clear my hands of it; but 


wait at leaſt the return of my courier, who 


will bring me news from Verſailles.” The 


Cardinal inſiſted fo ſtrongly upon this, that 
M. de la Motte, thinking it could. make 


no very material difference, conſented, 
on condition that he ſhould write a few 
lines to his porter, to make his people 


caſy under his abſence. 


The courier arrived from Verſailles, 
and the Cardinal pretended to give us the 


:ntelligence he had brought; but all his 
thoughts, 
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thoughts, words, and actions, were ſtill 
guided by Caglioſtro, and were moulded 
into any form that necromantic profeflor 


by Well, ” continued the Cardinal, “ all 
your ſchemes are now thwarted. 1 have at 
this moment certain intelligence that 


fearch is made after you, and that you 


will be inſtantly arreſted, if you go out. 


You have now poſitively but one courſe to 


Fake, in which I will direct your procced- 


ing.—I will cauſe you to be conveyed to 
Couvrai, where you will find a carriage 
that will take you to Meaux; you muſt 
Paſs as belonging to my retinue, and the 


poſt-maſter will farniſh you with liorſcs. 


Then croſs over the Rhine, and you will 
arrive at a village in Germany, where 
you will ſettle yourſelves with a perſon to 


whom TI ſhall recommend you; there you 


may remain unknown, till matters ſhall. 


wear a more favourable aſpect. I will, 


however, provide you with a paiſport, and 


all neceſſary letters.” 


M. de la Motte replied, that though he 
could not ſee any reaſon perſonally to 
fear, yet, as he was ignorant how far my 


imprudence might have engaged me in 


the unhappy affair into which the Cardi- 


nal had drawn me, and uncertain whar 
might be the conſequence, from the pow- 


erfu] enemies I had to contend with, he 
was determined not to forſake me, but to 


accompany 
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ed abſolutely ncceflary ; but that he was 
previouſly determined to ſpend ſome time 
at Bar ſur Aube, to prevent the aſtoniſh- 
ment and noiſe that would take place 
upon ſo ſudden and extraordinary a de- 
parture. 


This propoſal, of continuing at Bar fax 


Aube, was by no means conſonant to the 


Cardinal's plan, which was, he being pre 
determined to accuſe me, to render every 
ſuſpicion as plaufible as pothble to ſupport 


the accuſation ; for theſe reaſons he had 


perſuaded me to take refuge in his hotel, 
whither J had alſo drawn my huſband; 

for theſe reaſons he was anxious for our 
immediately quitting the kingdom. 


The Cardinal remonftrated, and my 
huſband inſiſted, till the altercation grew 
rather warm; and, upon the Count's 
threatening to jump out of the window 
into the garden, the Cardinal was neceſh- 
tated to give up the point. © You are 
perverſe,” faid he to him, © and that per- 
verſeneſs will be your ruin. You are ſuſ- 


pPieious of nothing. Till to-morrow, take 
time for reflection : this day I will not per- 
mit you to go out of my houſe: 'tis the 


very hour that ſpies prowl about. I ſhall 


lee you to-morrow morning; if you then 


continue in the fame mind, the doors ſhall 


be opened to you.” Upon the faith of 
this promiſe, my huſband contented to 


accompany me in my exile, if it was judg- 
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ſtay another night, and carly the next 
morning the Cardinal ſuffered him to de- 
part, after taking his word of honour that 
he would not diſcover the place of my re- 
treat. 

„M. de la Motte found every thing at 


home as it ſhould be; no ſtrange face had 
been ſcen by the porter, nor was the leaſt 


appearance of ſpies to be diſcovered in 
any quarter of the town. He went about 
his buſineſs, and appeared in places of the 
greateſt refort, even at the Palais Royal; 
in ſhort, he made himſelf every where a: 
_ conſpicuous as poſfible. He had, indecd, 
promued to return in the evening, but 


having fome packages to ſend off in the 


| morning, he repaired to the Boulevards 
at the time appointed, and told M. de 


Carbonnicre that he could not abſolutely f 


attend that cvening, but would call next 
day, and fetch me away. He then went 
home to bed. 

Early in the morning, as he was in the 
court-yard giving directions to the people 
that were bufily employed in loading the 
waggons, Baſſanges appeared at the gate. 
Sceing the Count, he went up to him, "and 
aſked him if I was ſtirring. My huſband 
told him I was at Verſailles: ; at the ſame 


time defiring him to walk into the houlc, 


where they mizht converſe more conve- 


Rien « ] wiſh,” ſaid Baflanges, © to 


impart to your lady, that I faw the Car- 


dinal- 
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dinal yeſterday, who appeared greatly 


agitated. I am very much concerned for 
his diſgrace, and ſhall be ſorry if M. Bhomer 


ſhould bring him into greater diſtreſs ! His emi- 


nence makes complaints to us, exclaim- 


ing in our preſence againſt the indignity 
with which he is treated, * That is not 


the immediate buſineſs between us! 
One day he told us, that we ought to 
make ourſelves eaſy, that he had conclud- 
ed all the neceflary arrangements about 
the payments, that it was indeed juſt that 


we ſhould be paid, and that he wouid pay 
us. Then, walking haſtily about the room, 
he made ſome ſpeeches which I cannot re- 
peat, but concluded by telling us, that, 
5 fe ice the necklace was denied to him, he might 


well deny it too !. 


-That was certainly 


ae to create a great deal of uneaſineſs 


among us; for, as we have no ſecurity 
but his integrity, were he indeed to deny 


the receipt of it, as he threatened, we have 
no reſource but from authority.—In this 


ſtate of anxicty I came to conſult. the 


Countels, to know from her the Cardinals 
ultimate reſolution. We do not wiſh him 


any injury, and ſhould be very ſorry for 
tie conſequences that might enſue from 


this affair. But Here he pauſcd. 


My huſband found it was eaſy to anti- 
cipate his meaning. The jewellers were 
prefled by the Baron de Breteuil, and his 
agent to make the matter public, from 

wich 
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which they were only reſtrained by the 
tear of loſing the price of the necklace ; 
and, as they were in poſfethon of no writ- 
ten ſecurity to prove the purchaſe, the 
Cardinal was adviſed by Caglioſtro to deny 
even tne negociation of the necklace. 
This was the moſt pernicious advice 
that could poſſibly have been given. In- 


ſtead of weakening the ſecurity, he ought 


to have ſtrengthened it; for, notwithſtand- 
ing the derangement of his aftairs, yet 


Atl they knew he had many reſources, 
that he had immenſe revenues, though _ 
greatly encumbered; in ſhort, they would 


have preferred any ſettlement, however 


indifferent, with him, to truſting to the 


empty promiſes of the Baron de Breteuil. 


Towards the cloſe of the ſame day, my 
huſband, on his return, told us the con- 


verſation that had paſſed with Baſſanges, 


in conlequence of his converfation with 


the other two parties. The Cardinal be- 
gan to grow warm, and interrupted the 
courſe of M. de la Motte's narrative, with 
ſuch a torrent of ſevere reproaches, which 
he poured down upon the Queen, as could 
not have been deſerved even by the molt 
diflolute of the ſex. They were at once 


too ſhocking for delicacy to hear, or de- 
cency to repeat. 
It was, without doubt, this unguarded 
temper of the Cardinal's, which frequent- 
ly broke out without the leaſt reſtraint, 


without 
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without any attention to the parties pre- 


ſent, whether friends or focs, that had 


been induſtriouſly conveyed to the Queen, 


together with thoſe coarſe expreſſions that 
muſt have exaſperated her to that degree 
of inveteracy, which, as a Queen, ſhe 
would be eager to revenge, and which, 
in fact, ſhe could not caſily forgive. 
When the Cardinal was quite weary 


with the abuſive epithets he had dealt out 
ſo largely againſt the Queen, he again, in 
compliauce with the ſcheme of Caglioſ- 


tro, introduced the converſation of our 
journey.to Germany ; my huſband con- 


ſented to go, but thought it indiſpenfably 
neceflary to ſpend ſome time, previous to 
his journey, at Bar fur Aube, leſt fuch 
precipitatc departure ſhould be malcvo- 
lently miſconſtrued; and, the better to 
give colour to his journey, he would, dur- 
ing the time of his continuance there, 
eirculate a report that he intended going 


to Spa. 


The Cardinal ad ſtrongly 


againſt his continuing even a day at Bar 


ſur Aube, told him that his ſafety ablo- 


lutely required his departure, and ſtrong- 


ly urged his immediate flight, and re. 
proved him much for perverſeneſs and 


obſtinacy.— All the Cardinals rhetoric 
Was, however, ineffectual; M. de la 
Motte was reſolutely determined-—he 
ſwer ved not an jota from his orig ginal reſo - 

Vor. I. 1 lution. 
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 tution. Finding him ſo firm, the Cardinal 
took up a card, on which he marked the 


day of our departure from Paris, calcu- 


lated the time of our progreſs to Bar ſur 
Aube, the time of our continuance there, 


and how long it would take us to paſs on 


to Germany. 
After this arrangement, we took leave 
of the Cardinal, who was ſtrongly im- 
preſſed with the belief that my huſband 
meant to undertake the intended Journey 
into Germany; though, in fact, we nei- 


as of us diſcovered any necellity for ſuch 


a meaſure. The whole conduct ef the 
Cardinal, his detaining us in his hotel, 
his carneſt deſire for our immediate depar- 
ture into Germany, all tended to give us 
ſtrong ſuſpicions that ſore extraordinary 


icheme was in agitation, and our ideas 


were, indeed, but too well founded. 
When we left the Cardinal, we went 
immediately to Bar ſur Aube, where we 
fpent a fortnight without the leaſt moleſ- 
cation, On the 17th of Auguſt we paid 
a vifir to the Duke de Penthievre, at Cha- 
tau Vilain : it was the eve of that prince's 
leparture. From thence we proceeded to 
| c jervaux, where we arrived in the even- 
ing. It was then that we received the firſt 
intelligence of the Cardinal's being in the 
Baſtile; we were by no means alarmed— 
it was no more than we-expected ; and, 
had we been guilty, or 7 CONICIOUS of the 
| leaſt 
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leaſt criminality, we could not have been 
in a better ſituation for making our 
eſcape, nor could our flight have been ſo 
caſily effected: at that time we had all 
our diamonds, a good carriage with four 
fine freſh horſes, and four more that had 
brought us from Chateau Vilain: in 
ſhort, had we been conſcious of any dc- 
gree of guilt, or of being at all brought 
into queſtion for ſuch a charge as was at- 
terwards exhibited, nothing was more 
_ eaſy than that very night to have eſcaped 
out of the kingdom, but we returned 


5 home to Bar ſur Aube. 


Having received Intalligenice: that the 
Cardinal was in the Baſtile, I employed 
_ myſelf near two hours in burning all the 
letters and notes which I then rerollected | 
to have in my poflefion, between the 

Queen and the Cardinal—1n ſhort, I 
thought it my duty to remove all veſtiges 
of a correſpondence between the Cardinal 
and the Queen. TI accordingly burnt a 
very large collection of papers; butTI had 
omitted ſome, which were not diſcovered. 
by the exempts in their N theſe 
Jhall ſpeak hereaſter. 

At this moment begins the denouement 
of the plot practiſing againſt me; at this 
moment I am going to ſtrike the reader 
with horror againſt a government, which 
all the univerſe has long ſuppoſed to be 
renowned for wiſdom and juſtice. An the 
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following affertions, ſo far from being 


'uſpected of exceeding, I may poſſibly 


= cenſured for falling thort of the truth. 
is it for imagination to conceive, is it for. 
the moſt vivid colours of deſcription to 
plazon adequately, the horrors of that 


- dreadful; Baſtile ?-F ſhudder even at the 


cry name of that dungeon of deſpair, 


that tomb of broken hearts, where fo 


many miſerable victims have been im- 
mured, without any accuſation, without 
even being acquainted with the nature of 

their offence, but doomed by the arbitra- 


ry will of the Sovereign to pine away 


their miſerable exiſtence, till Death, 
dreadful as he is to others; (baſking i in the 


{unſhine of proſperity, and revelling in 


one continued round of taſhionable 


amuſements) wears here a very different 


alpect: here he appears like a ſmiling 


angel, a kind deliverer, whoſe approach 
they anticipate with rapture, whoſe touch 


Jiffolves their ſetters.— Te horrid towers! 
dire monuments of deſpotiſm ! diſgrace of 
human nature, are ye then fallen at lait ? 
Your dungeons have diſgorged their vic- 
tims, and, thanks to Liberty, ye are le— 
velled in the duſt ! An innocent priſoner 


in your gloomy caves, theſe eyes have 
beheld your terrors, the reflection of 


which creates ſuch a depreſſion of ſpirits, | 
as nothing can equal but the joy of my 
heart, in contemplating your deſtruction ! 

—.— 0 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 241 
To this terrible priſon was conducted 


at four o'clock in the morning, entirely 


ignorant whither I was intended to be 
conveyed, and ſo little anticipating the 
event, that I was doſing in the carriage. 


In the courte of our journey, the voiture 
was ſtopped, and queſtions aſked by fome 


perſon without, to whom the perſon with- 


in ſaid, «Don't you know this voiture?!“ 


On, yes !” replied the other. © Don't 
op us, then: we have nobody but a 


ſtate priſoner: ” At this the voiture pro- 


ceoded. — Hearing this converiation, I 
awoke: the termination of the anſwer 
roufed all my faculties. © What do you 


Aay?” exclaimed J, in a tone of agitated | 


Inquiry. „A ſtate priſoner : Alas! then, 


am Ia ſtate priſoner *'—© Oh! no, Ma- 
dame; no ſuch thing!“ And theſe people 
ſwore that it was not ſo. But there is 
ſome excuſe ; ; they belonged to the po- 
tee; and perjury, and bearing falſe wit- 


neſs, is no ſmall part of their employment. 


Yet did they uſe ſuch kind expreſſions, 
that, knowing my innocence, I flattered 
Myſelf IT was deceived. One of them ſaid 
to me, © Madame, I wiſh we were arrived 
at my houſe, where I could accommodate 
you with a bath and a bed; for, as it is 
now, continued he, “ ſo very early, I'm 
afraid we ſhall not be able to get an in- 
terview with the Baron de Breteuil, Who 
has given. me orders, if we arrived too 


carly 
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early, to conduct you to my houſe, and 
% wait upon him at eleven; theretore be 
com poſcd, and try to fleep a little.” All 
his time I remained upon my feat, till, 


con after, they all dehred me to conceal 


myſelf in the bottom of the voiture: 


this was when we arrived at the gate of 


St. Antoine, where they endeavoured a 


much as poſſible to place themſelves . 


ſuch direction before me, that I might 
neither be ſeen by any one, nor obſerve 
the turning of the Baſtile. Finding my- 
ſelf rather warm, © Let me ſee! ſaid I. 
I looked out, and difcovercd the Baſtile 


„How! exclaimed 1, with e ſur- 


Prize; is it to the Baſtile, then, that 1 
am going? Oh! you are all impoſtors: % 


They endeavoured to pacify me, and. 
begged me to make no diſturbance ; told 


me, that they were not their own. mad: 
ters, that they had received theſe orders, 
but they aflured me they were abſolutely 


ignorant of the motive for which I was 
carried to the Baſtile, and that they were 
perſuaded that in a ve ry few days [ ſhould 


be hberated. 
By this time we arrived at the firſt 


bridge, leading to the Governor's houſe. 
The poſtillion knocked, and many inva- 


lids came out. The poſt-chaiſe belong- 
ing to the police eee to the Gover- 
nor's door, who came out himſelf in a 
robe de chambre to the carriage, to give 
me 
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me his hand, begging me at the tame 


time to excuſe his diſhabille. Ile then 


conducted me into a large hall. Soon at. 


terwards the King's Licutenant arrived (ot 
whom 1 ſhall hereafter have occahon to 
ſpeak frequently) with a large book in hi 
hand, wherein he entered the date of my 
arrival, and aiterwards preſented it to me 
to ſign my name, which I complied wich. 
During this ceremony, which only occu 
pied a few minutes, the Governor, With 


the Exempts of the Police, was in the 
court, where they were giving him an ac- 


count of every circumitance winch GC- 
curred in the execution of their orders. 


This done, the Governor returned, and 
aſked me if I would take any refreit- 


ment, adding, We ſhall take great care 
of you, Madame.” I then aſked him in- 


to which apartment I ſhould go, to receive 


the Baron de Breteuil, at the fame time 
telling him I hoped he would come at 


eleven, as the Exempts had informed me. 


« Oh! there is not the leaſt doubt of it, 
Madame,” replied the Governor. He 
then called Saint Jean, the turnkey, to 

whom he gave my papers, to place them, 


as I have ſince heard, in the archives; 
after which the Governor defircd the 
King's Lieutenant to conduct me into my 


apartment. Some little converſation pal- 
fed, relative to the place of my deſtinati- 


on, of which the Lieutenant feemed un- 


certain. 
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ecrtain. © Oh?” ſaid the Governor, er 
Comtee 1s the beſt; it 1s very light.” He 
then put me into the hands of the King's 
Lieutenant, whoſe arm I took, refunded 
that I ſhould be ſhewn into ſome other 
apartment, and for a far different pur- 
pole. As I went along, I ſaw ſome. 
toldiers (invalids) covered with blue 
cloaks, large hoods over their heads, with 
long bands hanging down and cloſed be- 
tore. As I palled before many, I was 
not a little furpriſed to fee them turn their 
backs towards me, it being the cuſtom, 
when any prifoner arrives, to turn them- 
ſelves round, fearing leſt any ſhould take 
too much notice. I began to laugh, 
with the Lieutenant, at the novelty of 
this, particularly at ſuch groteſque figures, 
thus clad in maſquerade. 
Since this period, I have been informed 
that theſe good old invalids have ſpoke 
much concerning my behaviour, and 
have, among other things, obſerved to 
Saint Jean, my turnkey, that they had 
never before ſeen a priſoner who appear- 
ed ſo indifferent; that they had heard me 
laugh, which excited their curioſity ; and 
that they had obſerved me particularly, 
without my perceiving it I cannot ſay 
that any thing, except the paſſage of this 
bridge, and the odious great gate, put me 
into any kind of terror; perhaps there 
never 


. 25 DIE i batt 
SEN 2 5 3 n Ala 
C ĩͤ „ 3 
\ a V a \ * n BA 9 


COUNTESS: DE LA MOT TE. 3435 


never was a priſoner who viewed even 
theſe with ſo much indifference. 


We paſſed on till we arrived at the 
court, Whoſe ſtair-caſe led to the tower 


of La Comtee. I paſſed on with as much 
vivacity as if I had been entering a draw- 
ing- room; for I was at this time ſo live- 
ly, and had ſuch an incredible. flow of 
ſpirits, that theſe places, ſo horrid to 
others, did not in the leaſt affect 
me. — How great is the power of in- 
nocence, which can, with a ſteady eye, 


behold all the gloomy manſions of pu- 
niſhment, and the terrific engines of tor- 


ture, with a gaiety that nothing but itſelt 5 


can inſpire. Supported by this, I can 


with truth affert, that while traverfing 
this dreary cave of deſpair, I had not one 
_ gloomy, one deſponding idea. 


We now prepared to mount the {tair- 
caſe. Obſerving that the. Lieutenant 
{ſpoke very ſoftly as we aſcended, I did 
not follow his example, but, on the con- 
trary, {poke in a louder and more cont:- 


dent tone. I knew nothing of the regu- 


lations: of this priſon, and I cared but lit- 


tle about them; I had, indeed, but a 


very imperfect idea of the nature of this 
Baſtile, and erroneouſly imagined that 


the Cardinal muſt certainly be confined + 


in this tower; and what made me. fo 
{ſtrongly conceive that this muſt be cer- 
tainly the caſe, was that myſterious be- 
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haviour of the Lieutenant, and the ſilence 
which he enjoined me to obſerve. 
« Oh!” exclaimed I, “is this the way, 


Mr. Lieutenant? This ſtair-caſe is ex 


27 


tremely narrow.” I aſcended, ſpeaking 
very loud, with the intention of making 


myſelf heard by the Cardinal if he mould 


chance to be there. The Lieutenant 


made no anſwer to my queſtions, and 


faid little or nothing during our paſſage, 


till we arrived at the apartment deſtined 


for my reception, all the gates of which 
were very large and open. St. Jean, 
who was to be my turnkey, attended me 
thither. 

Struck with ſuch a diſmal change of 
ſituation, ſo very different from what I 


had ever been accuſtomed to, I could not 


help expreſhng my diſſatisfaction to the 
Lieutenant. If this is the place,” faid 


I, © which the Governor pleaſes to call 
my apartment, to be ſure, I am greatly 
obliged to him.” I then went to look at 


the bed, which was, indeed, a wretched 
one; told him, that it would be impol- 
ible for me to ſleep in a bed fo miſerable 
as that, and demanded if he could not 


accommodate me with one as good as the 


Cardinal's? He replied, very politely, 


that he did not really comprehend my 
meaning. It muſt be remarked, that, in 
theſe cells of deſolation, every thing 
wears the appearance of myſtery. No- 


thing 
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thing could be more dangerous to thoſe 
who meant to oppreſs, than diſcovery of 
the truth. Fear is the piliar of deſpot- 
iſm, which, viewed through the medium 
of myſtery, appears a maily column, but, 
examined to the eye of reaſon, 1s but a 
{light prop, juſt ſupporting a mutilated 
{tructure, every moment threatening its 
fall. The agents-of tyranny, to be ſuc- 
ceſsful, are obliged to be ſecret, and it 
was a regulation in the Baſtile, that no 
account ſhould be given of any of the 
priſoners there contined, neither of their 
names, accuſers, or the nature. of their 
offence ; they are cut off from all com- 
munication—but a particular ſecrecy is 
obſerved concerning thoſe who are un- 
fortunately impriſoned for the fame of- 
tence. 55 3 1 

My diſapprobation of the bed was at- 
tended with a favourable alteration, and 
the turnkey ſubſtituted; for that which I 
had great reaſon to complain of, an ex- 
cellent feather- bed, with. fine ſheets and 
cartains. Thus accommodated, and ex- 
tremely fatigued, I .atterapted to get ſome 
reſt; but I was ſcarce in my bed when 
the Lieutenant, with my turnkey and 
another arrived, who were certainly at the 
gate, which they had not ſhut, perhaps 
not wiſhing to terrify me, by the dread- 
ful rattling of thoſe maſſy bolts. The 
two turnkeys then took my clothes and 
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my pockets, out of which they took all the 
contents, confiſting of ſeveral little arti- 


cles, particularly a gold etwee ſet with 


pearl, another of tortoiſeſhel]l, a ſmall 


ivory box ornamented with gold, having 


on its lid a ſmall miniature, with a gold 


rim, containing a ſmall mirror and ſome 
rouge, an Engliſh pocket- book, bought 


of Mr. Gray, a knife with a tortoiſe-ſhel} 


handle and gold blade, my purſe, con- 
taining eighteen louis and about nineteen 


livres, a gold repeating watch with a 


diamond chain, which I purchaſed of one 
Franks, a Jew. Theſe articles, with ſe- 


veral others, they took out of my pocket. 


Indignant at ſuch humiliating treat- 


ment I could not patiently endure, I re- 
monſtrated with ſome aſperity, and 
threatened to inform the Baron de Bre- 


teuil, whom I was fimple enough to be- 
lieve 1 ſhould ſee. They were, however, 


_ regardleſs of my threats, and, having ex- 


ecuted their orders, departed through 


thoſe dreadful doors; which, with their 


horrid bolts, were cloſed upon me, and 
the ſound pierced my very ſoul. Thus 


_circumſtanced, my fituation may be bet- 
ter conceived than deſcribed, yet was I 
not now diſtrefled by thoſe fearful imagi- 


nations which afterwards tormented me, 
My preſent ſituation was, indeed, inconve— 
nient ; but I yet conſoled myſelf with the 
hope that I ſhould — the Baron de Bre- 
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feuil, when I ſhould be immediately re- 


leaſed from confinement. 


About eight, my turnkey came to the 
door: I ſpoke to him, but he paid me no 


attention, and departed without ſaying a 
word. I roſe to examine this diſmal ha- 


| bitation, and traverfed the chamber, in 


every direction, backwards and forwards : 


there was nothing ; no furniture but the 


bare walls, no cabinet, no accommoda- 


tion, nothing but a ſtove and ſmall chim- 
ney. TI opened the window, to fee if I 
could diſcover any body, or make myſelf 
ſufficiently conſpicuous for any body to 
ſee me. Iclimbed up to the higheſt part 
of the window, holding my face cloſe to 


the bars, but could diſcover nothing; as 


for people, it Was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh : 


them. 


While I was thus ruminating upon the 
| horrors of my ſituation, about nine o'clock. 


I heard a knocking on the ceiling of the 
apartment below : I liſtened attentively— 
it began again, and, as if to gain my at- 


tention, I heard five diſtinct knocks, after 
which it ceaſed. My heart palpitated.— 


Is it not the Cardinal?“ thought I. Oh 
yes, it muſt certainly be him!” I then 


employed myſelf upon what it might 


mean: & Five firokes,” thought I, © * 
nifies the Queen—he is ſurely informing 


me, that his correſpondence has been dif- 


covered. 1 ſat myſelf down on the 


ground, 
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ground, that I might hear more attentive- 
ly; the knocking re-commenced and 
was more frequent: I imagined it was 


really as I thought, and I anſwered after 


my own way, thinking that I underſtood 


and could make myſelf intelligible, and 


believed that this knocking was meant, 
where words could not be conveyed, to 
ſupply the want of converſation. 1 
thought I underſtood every thing better 
than I ſhould be able to make myſelf un- 
derſtood, and was greatly pleaſed in the 


55 perſuaſion that this was certainly the Car- 


dinal. 


Soon after the turnkey returned, to en- 
quire what I wiſhed to have for my break- 


faſt ?—that Monſieur, the Governor, 8 


me the offer of ſome excellent broth. 


accepted this proffer, and, when 9 
breakfaſt was brought, I defired the turn- 


key to entreat the Governor not to forget 
me with the Baron de Bretcuil, according 


as I had been promiſed, and to remind 


him that it was then near eleven o'clock: 


As ſoon as the turnkey departed, the 


knocking recommenced. Llaid my break- 
faſt down. on the floor to anſwer, bur, 
about a moment aſter, I heard St. Jean 


open the door of the chamber, which I 


ſuppoſed to be that of. the Cardinal. 
About noon. the Lieutenant came to 


fetch me. He politely deſired me to put 


on my calaſh. [complied immediately, 
and 
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and being prepared, I begged the favour 


of him to go before, and ſhew me the 


way. My intention was, if poſlible, to 
get the Lieutenant to deſcend at ſome 


diſtance, while I ſtopped at the Cardinal's 


door, which I did. © Are you the Cardi- 


nal?“ ſaid I, in a low tone. When 1 


came before the door, I made a noile : 
the Lieutenant ſtopped, as if he heard 
me. © This is a very difagreeable ſtair- 
caſe,” ſaid I to the Lieutenant ; but I could 
not ſatisfy my curioſity. I was then con- 


ducted: to the Sal du Conſeil, at the bot- 
tom of the court, where are the fx tow- 


ers. I found there, inſtead of Bretcuil, 


Monfieur de Crone, Lieutenant of the 


Police, in large black robes, and the 


Commiſſary Chenon. After a compli- 


mentary introduction, he aſked me, © if 
we might proceed to bufineſs.“ I anſwer- 
ed in the affirmative, remarking my aſto- 


niſnhment at not ſeeing the Baron de Bre- 


tel. © Het is very much indiſpoſed with 


the gout,” replied he. My papers were 
then ordered to be brought. “ Before I 


proceed, I muſt aſſure you that I am 
charged to read attentively every thing 
which theſe papers contain.” He then 
proceeded: to examine the papers, and 
looked over the letters one after the other, 
as they came to hand. They ſeemed to 
pauſe at one, whoſe writing was remark- 
ably fine. Monſieur de Crone made the 


Commiſſary 
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Commillary take notice of it.“ Oh, 
no! this is not the fame writing,” ſaid 
the Commilſary to Monſieur de Crone. 
„Which writing are you ſpeaking of?“ 

_ replied IJ.“ Nothing, nothing, Madame.” 
«But, perhaps, gentlemen, L thall be able 
to ſdt you right.“ They would not, 
however, permit me to explain, nor ſuf. 
fer me to interfere at all in the buſineſs. 
This firſt examination laſted three 
hours. In the afternoon we began again, 
and continued till one in the morning. 
That ſime evening, M. de Crone ſaid to 
me, I beg you, Madame, to raiſe your 
hand before this Chriſt : J have queſtions. 
to put, which I beg you to anſwer with 
truth and fincerity.” I complied, and 
prepared myſelf to anfwer. © You are 
accuſed, Madam, of having gone abroad 
with a diamond necklace, which you 
have illegally appropriated to your Own... 
ule.” 
M. de Crone could ſcarce refrain from. 
ſmiling: for my part, naturally inclined. 
to laughter, this commencement, fo ex- 
tremely ridiculous, made me abſolutely 
burſt into a loud fit.” And pray, Mon- 
ſicur de Crone, who are theſe imple peo-: 
ple who have accuſed me thus?” I urged 
him to give me an explanation, and in 
the mean time regarded him attentively. 
« Tt is the Cardinal de Rohan, Madam, 
who has ſaid this.“ I yet could not help 
| 4tmiling, 
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ſmiling, as I could never ſuſpect that the 
Cardinal had uttered any thing ſo palpa- 
bly incoherent. © Oh! my good Mon- 


fienr de Crone, I fear you are a wicked 
Mouton!“ Alt is neceſlary to obſerve, that 


the police of Paris is compoſed of mon- 
{ters of every deſcription, who, for mo- 
ney, will metamorphoſe themſelves into 


any ſhape, and uſe deceptions of every 


kind. That claſs which gocs under the 
denomination of Moons are allowed a 


crown a day: theſe beaſts of prey are 
let looſe from their ſecret caverns, to ex- 


erciſe their functions upon ſome perſon 
who is either actually confined, or ſuſ- 


pected by the Police to be guilty of ſome 
crime which they will not confeſs, and 
whom they have not ſufficient evidence 
to convict. It is here that theſe Moutons 


exert their talents ; here they prove their 
adroitneſs in worming out of the victim 
they aſſail, ſufficient materials, which, 


by the induſtry of theſe ſpiders, is wove 


into a web to entangie ; or, if that is not 


ſufficient, perjury comes to aſſiſt them: 
they ſwear to what they have never 
heard; in ſhort, all their buſineſs is to 


accule; and to ſuch wretched ſubterfuges 
is Deſpotiſm obliged to have recourſe, 
that they take the mere aſſertions of theſe 


wretches for ſubſtantial proof. I know 
not how to convey a better idea of their 
office, to an Englith reader, than to com- 
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pare them to an informer upon the breach 
of penal ſtatutes, or an Engliſh Excifc- 
man, though the latter would certainly, 
in a degree, ſuffer by the campariſon. 
Theſe Moutons advance gradually from 
one ſtep to another, till they are ſuppol- 
ed to have diſcovered the commiſſion of 
flagrant crimes. When poſſeſſed of ſuffi- 
cient materials, they then ce charge 
the party with murder or robbery, or con- 
ſpiracy againſt the ſtate, according as the 
accuſation ſtands, or the Police wiſhes to 
believe. bon this foundation is reared 
the materials for the accuſation, Which 
ries rapidly, and produces in effect the 
deſtruction of the priſoner. 

It will caſily be ſeen that this term, 
Moutons, is an ironical appellation, A 
term given for all thoſe qualities in which 


they are notoriouſly deficient. When theie 


gentlemen have faithfully fulfilled their 
duty in the ſubordinate capacity of Mou- 
tons, they are then promoted to the ran« 
of ſpies, where they ſtill aſſume the ap- 
pearance beſt adapted to their purpoſcs, 
and avail themſelves of ſome very fair and 
plauſible pretext to enter your houſe, as 


venders of poultry, or ſomething ſimilar; 


they then approach even into your kitch- 
en, they ſce every thing in the twinkling 
of an eye, they hear every thing, nothing 
eſcapes their notice, and they glean every 


thing they can, either from the ſervants 


of 
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of the family, or any diſaffected perſon, 
collecting the ſuſpicions of malevolence, 
which they faſhion to the appearance of 


truth. It is a compliment due to Mon- 
ſieur de Crone, that he was but a very 


young Lieutenant of the Police, and not 
ſuch an adept in his office as his predecet- 
for, Monſieur de Noir, whole ingenuity 
would have given this matter a fair dit- 
terent direction, by putting queſtions cal- 


_ culated more to puzzle and perplex, and 


either tending to elicit a confeſhon, or en- 
agi me at leaſt to make a ſtrong and 
definitive anſwer.— I apologize for this 
_ Gigrethon, which I thought neceſſary, in 
defining a claſs of men which the tree 
government of England bas rendered un- 
neceflary, and return to M. de Crone. 


That gentleman proceeded in his inter- 
rogatories, and added, „ that I had been 


_ commiſſioned to make a purchaſe for the 


Queen, and that, after the purchaſe was 


completed, inſtead of delivering it to her 
Majeſty, which I had engaged. to do, I 


had abſconded with the article into a 
foreign country.” I was fo {truck with 
this charge, that I was unable to anſwer 
to ſo great an abſurdity; and ſuch was 
my natural impetuoſity of temper, that I 
could ill brook a charge like this, ſo alarm 


ing to ſenſibility. At that moment I was 
going to make a diſcovery of every cir- 
cumſtance, every tranſaction, relative to 

at 
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that fatal buſineſs ; but the politeneſs of 
M. de Crone, and the delicate terms ke 
adopted to make me comprehend the 
cauſe of my commitment, tended in ſomæ 
meaſure to compoſe my agitated ſpirits, 

and to enable me to make ſuch anſwers 
as the impulſe of the moment, and the 
circumitances of the charge, ſecmed to 
dictate. ©* What abſurditics ! what ridi- 
culous ſuppoſitions! How, Sir, if J am 
really acculed of ſuch an odious crime 

how is it that I ſhould be found in my 
own houſe at Bar ſur Aube, without hav- 
ing removed cither my own or my hul- 
band's jewels? Why have they not made 
the ſtricteſt ſearch to diſcover whether or 
no the necklace was in my poiiciton ? 
Had they done this, at that time, there 
could have remained no doubt, and your 
queſtion would have been totally futile.” 
I begged M. de Crone to ſend to my 
houſe at Bar ſur Aube, that they might 
ſcrutinize more narrowly. He applauded 
my requeſt, and I conjectured ſrom his 
manner, that all theſe ridiculous queſti- 
ons were arranged and ſettled by the Ba- 
ron de Breteuil, It is a juſtice due to M. 
de Crone, and I with to record it, as my 
enemies have aflerted it is not in my 
power to ſpcak well of any one, that M. 
de Crone behaved to me with the utmoſt 
politeneſs and attention, during the three 


days of our buſineſs together. 
8 On 
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On the 24th the Commiſlary Chenon 
came into my chamber alone, at ten 
o'clock in the morning with a handful of 
papers, quite out of breath, After hav- 
ing paſſed ſome haſty compliments, the 
turnkey brought a table for him to write 
upon, and gave me, for myſelf, paper, 
pen and ink. He drew up ſome other 
queſtions in writing, nearly the ſame as 
thoſe which had been formerly put by 
M. de Crone, relative to the necklace, 
« How my huſband and I came by ſuch 
and ſuch diamonds?” My firſt anſwer 
was, that he might fend to Bar ſur Aube 

and enquire. He begged me to pardon 
him, procceded in writing very fait, and 
about an hour afterwards gabbled over 
ſomething I ſcarce underitood, which he 
begged me to ſign. I complied, and I 
believe I ſhould have almoſt ſigned my 
own death-warrant, to get rid of the per- 
ſecution of this tedious old man, who 
made himſelf extremely diſagreeable and 
troubleſome.— For the ſpace of a week I 
was plagued with one or two viſits a day 
from this oficious man. © TI know very 
well,” faid he, in his laſt viſit, © that you 
Re received a preſent of diamonds from 
the Qucen. Was I in your fituation, I 
would ſay that they were given me by the 
Cardinal; that will fave the trouble of all 
the queſtions which Jam ſent to put to 
you. You know th It the Baron de Bre- 


teuil 
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teuil is your friend.” As I am not natu- 
rally of a ſuſpicious temper, I was very 
communicative to this wretch, who ap- 
peared entirely converſant in every thing 
that paſſed: I gave him an account of 
every thing, even to the very diamond 
which the Queen had given to Mademoi- 
felle Dorvat. It was this cunning diflem- 
bler who made me ſign thoſe odious things 
which I was ſuppoſed to have {aid myſelf, 
and which were ſo deteſtable, that when 
they were read by his e he ſpit 
upon them, ſaying, „Fie! oh, tie, upon 
the filthy creature!“ 
Such was his Majeſty's expreſſion; and 
it is paſt a doubt that this mercenary 
hireling had been bribed by my enemies, 
to render me the object of royal diſguſt. 
This man engaged me to write every 
circumſtance that paſſed, as he ſaid, for 
the inſpection of the Lieutenant of the 
Police, and the Baron de Breteuil. I be- 
lieved him ſincere, and under that im- 
preſſion I gave him my confidence, at 
the ſame time defiring him to communi— 
cate to the Baron de Breteuil that I had 
received his letter at Bar ſur Aube; ob- 
ferving to the Commiſſary, that this let- 
ter had directed me to abide by, and 
informed me, that I could not ſwerve 
from my orginal! declaration; that I 
could not change any more in fay- 
| 8 ing 
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ing that I had received the necklace 


from the Cardinal. I remonſtrated 
ſtrongly againſt this, and contended, 


that, if I ſhould make this aſſertion, they 
would have immediately aſked me, what 


was become of the necklace? of which 
when I was not able to give a ſatisfactory. 
account, they would inſtantly judge that 
this was an evaſion; but, on the other 


hand, as the Cardinal knew very well 


how the Queen had diſpoſed of the neck- 
lace, her cauſe would become much 


clearer in naming thoſe to whom ſhe had 


given it; otherwiſe it would be under- 


ſtood that the Queen and myſelf were in 
a combination to deceive the Cardinal. 
This man, however, would not ſwerve: 


—he ſtill perſiſted obſtinately in his opi- 


nion, and to all my rational remon- 


ſtrances, replied with all the peeviſhneſs 
of age, „It is the Baron de Breteuil then, 
Madam, if you will force me to divulge. 


it, who has deviſed theſe means, that the 


Queen may not be expoſed and brought 
to queſtion.” © And what will become 
of me? Will it not be received then, 


that I have deceived the Cardinal?” 


„No, Madam, by no means. He, in- 
_ deed, may lay every thing to your charge; 


but, make yourſelf eaſy: we ſhall take 


care to ſaddle him with every thing.“ 
He then made uſe of every argument to 


eXaſperate me againſt the Cardinal. 
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” Only think what a- monſter he- muſt 


be, continued he, to charge you with 


having abſconded with the necklace! It 
1s impoſſible for you to criminate him too 


much. You may retaliate fairly, withont 
the leaſt apprehenfion that he will have 


the preſumption now to flatter himſelf he 


can have an interview with the Queen, 
Write then every circumſtance, every 
tittle relative to this affair, and put it into 


my hands.” 
This man, like many others ſkilled in 


the arts of diſſimulation, could ſometimes 

aſſume the ſemblance of truth when he 
was totally deficient in the ſubſtance. 
Could I at that time imagine that a man 


could be a villain where he had no inter- 


eſt to be ſo? that he could have lured 


into his toils one who had never done him 


any Injury ? But, perhaps, J wrong the 


Commiffary C henon. He was ſubſervient 


to higher powers. I know not the weight 
of this extenuation—if it is an excuſe, 
let him plead it to kis own conſcience. 


J accordingly complicd with his re- 


5 queſt. This man had done cvery thing in 


his power to exaſperate me againſt the 


Cardinal, whom, from the nature of his 


accuſation, I was bound to regard, lets, 
much lets, than I did; nor had he any 
reaſon to expect that I ſhould attempt, in 


the manner I did, to ward the blow that 


was levelled at his head, which, by ſuch 
in AS 
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interpoſition, only glanced at him, but 
cruſhed me to atoms. mw 
When I was interrogated by Chenon, 


the queſtions were put in ſuch ſingular 


and complicated terms that I ſcarce knew 
what to anſwer, and the interrogatories 


were previoully framed, to extract ſuch 
anſwers as might be eaſily moulded to the 


virulent purpoſes of that party to which 
they were calculated to be ſubſervient , 


add to this, that my replies were made in 
a ſtate of agitation. I could not yet be- 
lieve, ſeriouſly, that the Cardinal had 


made ſuch a monſtrous accuſation : * Al} 


this,” thought I, may be a trap to de- 


ceive me, and make me inſtrumental in 
ſacrificing the Cardinal to the Queen's re- 


ſentment. If he has, indeed, thus tra- 
duced me by this horrid charge, as guilt 


is not always endowed with confidence, 


he ſurely will not dare to look me in the 
Hees ? 


I was nine days without ſeeing the 
Commiſlary. During that time I was 
quite ſpiritleſs, fatigued with walking 
to and iro in my chamber, my mind 


was diſturbed, and my ideas, riſing in 
a melancholy ſucceſſion, fill exhibited, 


in different views, the horrors of my 


wretched and comfortleſs exiſtence ; for 
want of air, for want of exerciſe, de- 


prived of that pleafing variety ſo eſtential 
to health, my countenance wore the ſal- 
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low hue of languor, and my eyes were 
dimmed with weary watching, and hope 
protracted to deſpair. The turnkey, ob- 


forving my fituation, communicate it to 


the Governor, who came to viſit me, and, 


finding me ſufficiently calm, propoſed my 


taking a walk on the tower, and continu- 
ed with me a ſhort time previous to our 
walk with the old Major. 

After dinner we aſcended the tower. 
At that time there had been a Yight 


 thower, which made the ſtones upon which 


we walked very flippery. I held by the 
arms of theſe two gentlemen, and we 
procceded ſome paces from my tower. I 


obſerved the print of a foot at a ſmall 


diſtance from that part of the pavement 


upon which we walked, and a circular 


board of wood painted red. At ſight of 


this I recoiled with horror: the Governor 


viewed me with ſurpriſe. Oh no!” re- 


plied I, & I will walk no further; keep- 


ing my eyes fixed at the ſame time upon 


the place which had ſo terrified me.— 


“ Certainly,” ſaid the Governor, addreſ- 
ling himſelf to the Major, © Madame 


believes this circle to be the place of the 


dungeons, for I know that ſuch a notion 
prevails abroad, and people are enqui— 
ring almoſt every day, if it is really true 


that there are ſuch things in the Baſtile? 


To convince you, however, Madame,” 


ſaicd the Governor, « we will go and lit 


up 


up the door; but, to calm your appre- 


that this hole, the gate of which leads 


ceeded to gratify my curiolity. They, 
with all their ſtrength united, were not 


having been, for a long time, opened, 


poſe. My prejudice was effectually cu- 
had told me the truth. I walked on with 
confident compoſure, unterrihed by the 
leaſt fear of dungeons ; but the word cre- 


which, according to my general way of 


detained a great number of unfortunate 
creatures in chains, and that many of 
them were doomed thither for their lives 
——and the popular opinion is by no means 
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henſion, I give you my honour, Madame, 


into the court on the ſame fide with your 

den, is for the purpoſe of raiſing ſtones 

to repair the building.” 20 
The Governor and the Major then pro- 


capable to raiſe the lid ; which, beſides 
being very thick and heavy, from not 
the dirt made it ſtick very faſt. They 
called one of the invalids, by whoſe ad- 


ditional aſſiſtance they effected their pur- 


red, and I then found that the Governor 


ated ſome very diſagreeable reflections, 


{ſpeaking every thing I thought, I did not 
endeavour to ſuppreſs. After inſinuating 
to the Governor that I was perſuaded he 


unjuſt, for, if theſe priſoners are ſuddenly 
apprehended and carried off, by the emiſ- 
faries of the police; when their families 
are ignorant where they are detained, 

F they 
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they may be ſaid to be in dungeon; 
while they remain in total obliyion, it 
may be very truly believed that there are 


dungeons in the Baſtile. The Governor 


pretended that no perſon ever died there, 
| but this aſſertion was more than I choſe 
to credit. He told me, that every pri- 
ſoner was detained, there either by order 
of their. relations or the ſlate, but that 
theſe remained here only a ſmall num- 
ber of years... 


Having proceeded thus far in giving : 
| Tome account of what happened in the 


Haſtile, it may not, perhaps, he unſatis- 


actory to give ſome account of many 
other little incidents which occurred at 


my fuſt entrance into that abode of hor- 
1 65 which has now diſgorged 1 its victims, 


who, thanks to liberty, have burſt their 


cearments, and again reviſit the chearful 


light of day. During my reſidence in this 


houſe of woe, I ſcruple not to relate thoſe 
minuter incidents, which, however they 
may be cenſured by the auſterity of cri- 
ticiſm, may, probably, afford entertain- 
ment to thoſe who read more to gratify 


curioſity than to hunt for blemiſhes, in 
that melancholy catalogue of misfortunes 
which compoſe the life of a female, too 


much agitated to attend to the propriety 


of diction, or to weigh the importance of 


the occurrences ſhe relates, and apply them 


according to. the diſpoſition of her ache. 
Ng e Ile 
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She wiſhes not to form a tale, which the. 
learned alone would approve; but, to 
ſuggeſt that fhe is writing her life, which 


muſt naturally be conceived to be com- 
poſed of minuter, as well as incidents of 
fuperior magnitude; were ſhe to confine 


herſelf to the latter, ſhe might render her 


narrative more intereſting—but, by ſup- 


preſſing the latter, her truth would be 


ſuſpected. To thoſe candid readers who 


conſider the peculiar circumſtances, the 
diſtrefling ſituation of the authoreſs, ſhe 
addreſſes theſe minute occurrences of her 


com fortleſs exiſtence—to theſe ſhe appeals 


the guides her pen, and delineates the fea- 


Upon my arrival in the Baſtile, my 


food was brought me in pewter plates; 
theſe I rejected and left untouched in the. 


place where I found them. When the 
_ turnkey came to take them away, he 
ing ſome time: © So then,” ſaid he, in 


a rude manner, “ you don't chuſe to eat, 
it ſeems. “ No,” replied I: © I don't 
chuſe to eat. I deſire to know if you 


ferve the Cardinal in pewter? Inform the 


Governor that the Valois are as nice, and- 
entitled to equal reſpect with the Rohans.” 


At this the turnkey remained aſtoniſhed: 


He looked at me reſpectfully, and an- 


iwered me by folemnly proteſting, that 
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he was ignorant who I was; at the ſame 
time begging. my pardon. He then de- 
parted, and returned in a moment with 
1 better dinner, ſerved in very beautiful 
diſhes with filver covers. After this time 
I had no occaſion to complain of their 
inattention, being furniſhed with every 
thing the moment it was aſked for. 
But, notwithſtanding theſe advantages 
_ of good nouriſhment, I could not forget 
that I was a priſoner. This idea ever 
preſonted itſelf to my imagination, which 
1 tried unſucceſsfully a thouſand projects 
to divert; but I need not inſult the un- 
derſtanding of the Engliſh by any culo- 
gium upon that invaluable bleſſing ſo em- 
phatically theirs, a blefling whoſe value 
could only reckon by its "Joſs. In vain 
did I attempt to amuſe my diſtracted 
ideas: my brain was raging—l attempted 
to write; my thoughts crouded on cach 
other in wild incoherency. I dropt my 
pen, and climbed up to the window—it 
was all in vain. I conceived that by 
means of a knife I might make an open- 
ing through the floor. It is not the cuſ- 
tom to ſuffer the priſoners to have knives; 
but my keeper, at my requeſt, lent me 
his, which was, indeed, a monſtrous one, 
that might almoſt be called a ſabre, to 
which its length and breadth were almoſt 
equal, but the ſtronger I thought the bet- 
ter adapted to wy purpoſe. Jattempted, 
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by means of tkis knife, to raiſe the ſquares 
from corner to corner; but, in this effort, 
J found fo many obſtacles, that quite out 
of humour, I gave up the undertaking, 
which would, at leaſt, tend to amuſe 
me, and, if I could open the lighteſt 
communication below, I might derive 1 
ſome advantage from converfing with the #0 
priſoner underneath, whom my ideas ſtill 
thaped for the Cardinal. : 

Freon an hour every day I generally 
walked upon the tower, attended by the 
Governor, who behaved very politely. 
Returaing one day, when he was juſt go- 
ing to depart, I held the firſt door in my 
hand, placed myſelf againſt him, and 
told him, with a ſmile, that I would not 
ſuffer him to ſhut that door. “ Is not 
one door enough to be ſhut upon me?“ 
continued I After ſome light objections, 
he politely anſwered, & The ladies muſt 
be obeyed,” and from that time I had 
the gate within my chamber left open. 
Between theſe two doors were three 
. 

I now imagined that I ſhould be able 
to hear every thing that paſſed mere diſ- 
tinctly, and immediately after the depar- 
ture of the Governor, proceeded to exa- 
mine this additional extent I had ac- 
quired. When I had well examined the 
door, I tried to ſerape away ſome pieces, 
to make an opening, but I could diſco- 
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yer, nothing, 1. then laid myſelf downs 
ads ſcoxered under my door, very dif- 
. tine 5 the windows at,the bottom of the 
court and m. y ſkair-caſe. . i This,“ thought 
I, 4e is a. great point gained.” 8 EWas more 
eaſy, pleaſed, .and compol ſed. 

When mY heard the. "turnkey: « or any 

0 


COVer 157 4 4 
Ts, kal Was, in the ;eveninge— 


by, additional. reſlections on the miſcries 
his. This poor old creature was very 
aſthmas 55 and apparently upon, the; point 


pays no attention either to youth or age. 
Beauty, virtue, merit, wiſdom, are all 


away by its hunde all aroemgutied:n 


its Ae. 51 3 i: 9 Dn 718312 51. 5 9h: 


| mained 


9 perſon, zona ſtairs, 1 ran to Hob 
9145 my 0% rom hence I could ſee 
. Ha 4 1 RR 035 On Wo, after this diſ- 


ape e of my Own, TAN 


of deset iying his enemies, by eſcaping to 
immortality; but deſpotiſm, like death, 


objects of deſtruction, all, are, hurried 
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mained near three quarters of an hour- 


As he re-aſcended the ſtair-caſe, I heard 


him utter, in feeble and piteous accents, * 


ſtopping at every interval, and fetching 


his- breath with extreme difficulty: ms | 


week longer I ſhall no more aſcend theſe 


fairs. It will certainly ſhorten my miſe- 
rable exiſtence.“ He was examined in 
the Salle du Conſeil,” by M. de la Crone, 
and had, during his continuance in the 
Baſtile, ſuch violent attacks of his difor- 
der, that they were under the neceſſity 
of allowing him an invalid to be near 
him both day and night.— 
confinement, the Governor and officers 
viſited him every day. His name, and 
the cauſe of his impriſonment, I was 


During his 


once acquainted with, but it will not, 
perhaps, much be wondered at, if the 


multiplicity of my own ſubſequent mis- 
fortunes have eraſed it from my me- 
- ory. - 


In the month of September, the Coun: 


miſſary Chenon came to my chamber, 
and informed me, that the Cardinal, at 
leaſt his family, defired this matter might 
be brought on in the. Parliament; ad- 


ding, that the Cardinal had four advo- 
cates for the 'oceahon ; © but, as the Ba- 


ron de Breteuil thinks that you have no 
acquaintance with any, here are the 
names of three, ſaid he, ſhewing me the 
names written at the bottom of a er, 
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and the writing, which I knew to be the 


with confidence and hope. 

The name of the firſt was M. Doillot, 
the two others I cannot recolle&, but they 
were gentlemen-of confrderable eminence 
in their profeffion-. The Commiſſary 
then acquainted me, that he would write 


oning the names of all three in every let- 


ſo write to them myſelf. 

On the 1gth, at eleven in the ning; 
M. Doillot arrived, went to the Police, had 
an interview with M. de bt and ap- 
peared well ſatisfied. 

M. Doillot had ſcarce depdrted, when 
the carriage of the Baron de Breteuil ar- 
rived. M. de Crone informed him that 


tile, as I have before mentioned, to the 


to concern himſelf for mine. M. Doillot 
was preſented to me by the Governor, who 
remained about a quarter of an hour, 
and then departed, leaving M. Doillot and 
me in conference together. 


concluded 


Baron de Breteuil's, at once nene me 


a circular letter to eack of them, menti- 


ter, and that it was the deſire of the 
Lieutenant of the Police that nn yok 


M. Doillot had been there, and was gone 
to ſee him. I learnt that the Baron de 
Breteuil recommended me ftrongly. Hoſ- 


Cardinal's intereſt, he ſeemed particularly 


M. Doillot, after having 1 
20 to me the reſult of his interview with 
the Baron de Breteuil and M. de Crone, 
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coneluded by W what F had 


Written. "3 COLDS 

I communicated to M. Doillot all that 
I had committed to paper. He read ſome 
part of it, and appeared at firſt ſtruck. 
« Madame,” ſaid he, this is very ferious! 
And:have you wrote one for the Commil- 
fary Chenon?“— “ Oh! no. - Madame; 
you ſhould not have given him any thing. 
M. de Breteuil has good information; he 


does not want to be better inſtructed.“ 


He took down his own. remarks, and eve- 


ry thing which he had to write the next 


morning, and viſited me during the ſpace 


of four hours, after which he went into 


the country. 


A fortnight clapſed without being M. 
Doillot. About the firſt week in October 


he returned, to aſſure me that every 
thing would be favourably arranged, and. 


that all was going on as it ſhauld, be. He 
ſeemed to avoid entering into any very: 
minute or particular detail; and, from 
many queſtions which I atked reſpecting 
the Cardinal, I found he was enraged 
againſt him, and appeared to load him 


with reproaches. Upon finding that 1 
perſiſted in my reſolution of diſcovering 
the truth, he was alſo much diſpleaſed 
with me. © You. will abſolutely ruin 


yourſelf,” he remarked; Lou are but 
a mere worm, unprotected. by the Queen's 


"Opport 4 and, if you are ſtill obſtinately 
inclinec. 
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inclined towards the Cardinal, what will 
beamed you?“ ] wiſh to be inform- 
replied I, „What will be the conſe- 
Koo to the Cardinal.“ Nothing, 


forgive him ſuch an accuſation as he has 
made againſt you, that you have gone 


dame] Baniſh even the {lighteſt ſentiment 
in his favour, as baneful to your intereſt, 
as productive of your deſtruction, and ad- 


You,;ought to drop every recollection of 


him! From the moment that hec has ſo 
palpabl y forgot himſelf; he has not me- 


B. 


wiſhes to make you the victim! 123 
M. Doillot particularly enjoined me to 


_ necklace; he was extremely culpable, for 


charge. — I could not, immediately per- 


to 


nothing, Madame; his family will ſup- 
port him But is it poſſible that you can 


abroad withſthe necklace? Ohl no, Ma- 
dreſs yourſelf to your own preſerbation! 


Tited any kindneſs from you, ſince he 


very cautious how I mentioned the 
ker del thought within myſelf, if it 
was really true that the Cardinal had po- 
ſitively accuſed me with having ſtolen the 


I could not lay any thing to my aun 


ceive what gave M. Doillot ſo much diſ- 
turbanee.; 4 then conjectured that tlie 
Cardinal's ruin was planned by the Baron 
de Breteuil; I knew that the Queen had 
alſo reſolved upon his deſtruction, and 
thay: L 'was intended to be the inſtrument; 
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to gratify the malice of the one, and the 


revenge of the other. I wiſhed not to be 
ſubſervient to ſuch purpoſes, and I con- 


_ ceived that the charge which they ſuggeſt · 


ed the Cardinal had made againſt me, was 


intended to! exaſperate me to Bann him : 


to deſtruction. 


While M. Dedlloederaainch with me, 1 


heard a knocking below, and took that 


opportunity to repreſent to him, that if 
it was really true that the Cardinal had 
accuſed me, he would not converſe with 
me ſo ſociably as he did at that moment. 


I then explained to him the meaning of 
the knocking underneath, which I an- 
ſwered. He liſtened attentively. Very: 


true! ſaid M. Doillot; © but let us pro- 
ceed further in this dumb converſation. 
Aſk him his name!“ —I gave the number 


of knocks requiſite for the queſtion, ac- 


cording to the key to our correſpondence, 
which Ido not now exactly remember, 
though the plan was perfectly ſimple, 
conſiſting only: of nineteen. lenient. of the: 


alphabet. 
After paufing forme time, 4: was remit 
furprized to find this perſon, whom I ſuſ- 


pected: to be the Cardinal, was the Mar- 
quis de Pelport, a relation of my family, 
with whoſe relations, though I was par- 
ticularly intimate, yet I had not ſeen him 
above once or twice at Verſailles. It was 
N . I then 
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then that I believed the Cardinal was guil- 
ty of the charge which I was given to un- 
derſtand he had exhibited againſt me. 
M. Doillot was very well pleaſed with 
this diſcovery of my miſtake, hoping that 
I ſhould not now betray the ſecrets of the 
Queen, and that I ſhould be pointedly 1 in- 
imical againſt the Cardinal. M. Doillot 
then left me, perfectly ſatisfied with my 
behaviour, and returned no more till to- 
wards the latter end of November. At 
this vifit he was very communicative, and 
ſpoke with great confidence on my fſuc- 
ceſs.— The fourth of November he pre- 
pared a memoir for the inſpection of the 
public, intituled, Memoir of Jean de Saint 
Remy de Valors, Counteſs de la Motte, againſt 
 zne Cazdinal de Rohan. M. Doillot came 
that ſame day this memoir was publiſhed, 
at eleven in the morning, and brought 
me one for my own peruſal, at the fame 


time apprizing me that he had ſent ſe- 


venteen to the Baron de Breteuil, and 
had three hundred more ready for diſper- 
ſion. ; 
After communientig this intelligence, 
M. Doillot took his leave, to give me an 
opportunity of peruſing my memoir; 
promiſing, that he would return about. 
fix or ſeven in the evening. It is impoſh- 
ble for me to expreſs how much I was 
ſtruck on bai into this memoir.“ Oh!” 
1 15 exclaimed: 
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exclaimed Ito myſelf, „I am ruined if I 
do not diſcover the truth! I proceeded to 
examine the whole piece, in the peruſal 
of which I was frequently interrupted by 
my tears. As ſoon as I had finiſhed, I 
waited impatiently the arrival of the two 
other advocates, whom the Baron de Bre- 
teuil had appointed to exert themſelves in 
my defence jointly with M. Doillot, 

When M. Doillet returned in the even- 
ing, I made very bitter complaints of the 
contents of the memoir, which appeared 
at once ſo complicated and improbable, 
that they were ſcarce entitled to credibi- 
lity. I could not ſuppoſe the Cardinal 
would have been guilty of ſuch mean- 
neſs. M. Doillot aſſured me, that I ought 
not to commit an affair of ſo much im- 
portance to other advocates; obſerving, 
that there could neither be that ſecrecy 

nor unanimity among three perſons, ſo 
neceſſary for proceeding effectually, and 
that my defence would be much better 
managed by one. He engaged me to com- 
pole myſelf; and, to induce me to be 
calm, he affected to be countenanced by 
the Queen. I have ſome reaſon to ſuſ- 

pect that he was certainly authorized to 
raiſe my ſpirits, by encouragement, and 
to put words into my mouth. | 
N Doillot, well verſed in the arts of 
his profeſſion, knew how to perſuade ; 
but, perhaps, at that period, he might be 


himfelf 
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himſelf miſtaken; perhaps he might have 
been too eredulous, or M. Doillot has efta- 
bliſhed'reputation,-and has ever been held 
in the public eſtimation as a perſon of un- 
ſhaken integrity, and I could never force 
myſelf: to ſuppoſe, that a man near ſe- 
venty years of age could be guilty of de- 
ceit. I choſe to believe him what he al- 
ways appeared, rejecting the inſinuations 
of many perſons, which were, probably, 
to ſerve their own private purpoſes, that 
he was connected with the partizans of 
the Queen to ſacrifice me. To theſe re- 
ports I gave no credit. If they were real- 
ly founded, may God forgive him! It 
vas no trifling gratification to the vanity 
of M. Doillot that theſe memoirs made a 
noiſe throughout all Paris, and created 
ſuch diſturbances, that he was obliged to 
have the Gue at his houſe, during the time 
of their diſtribution. To give an idea 
how ſtrongly the curioſity of the public 
was excited in this buſineſs, it is neceſſary 
to mention that there were not leſs than 
a thouſand diſtributed in the courſe of a 
week, and five thouſand more, fold by 
the printers, for their- own benefit. —It is 
a circumſtance. very remarkable, that 
there was nothing in the ſtyle or lan- 
guage of theſe memoirs that could produce 
ſo rapidia diſtribution, - which muſt be at- 
| tributed-ſolely to the curioſity of the pub 
lie. M. Doillot did not receive leſs than 
6] 8 three 


COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE. 377 
three thoufand - written applications for 
thefe pamphlets, a great number uf. 


which he brought to thew me. This re- 
ſpectable gentleman was, however, fre- 
quently. in danger of being aflathnated, . 


as there was often at his houſe perſons of. 
his acquaintance, who, after having ſome- 


diſcourſe. with others-who were diſguiſed,” 
adviſed him to take care of himſelf, as he 


expoſed himſelf: to great danger; from 
having undertaken to plead my cauſe: 


| againit the family of the Cardinal. From 


thence procecded many conjectures, and 
rumours ſpread by the partizans of the 
houſe of Rohan, that he had! certainly 


received money ſrom the Queen, or, at 
leaſt, that he had ae expectations for 
being fo zealous. © Several anonymous. 
letters were ſent to bien on this occaſion, 5 
many of which J have read, tending to in- 
timidate him. One day perſons in dif- 
guiſe informed him that he Was acting 


cantrary. to the wiſhes: of: the Queen, in 
undertaking my defence, but M. Doillot 
was much better informed than to be the 
dupe of ſuell artifice as this; and, not- 


withſtanding every attempt to intimidate, 
proceeded in defending my cauſe. It 
was; indeed, not very difficult to fathom 
theſe anonymous letters, to know the in- 


tent of the perſons in diſguiſe, nor the 


quarter from whence theſe efforts pro- 


| cecded:= M. Doillot came, of his own. 
1 — 31415 accor |, 
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accord, to viſit me, every day towards 
the end of November, ao kindly en- 


deavoured to reaſon down my fears, to 


infpire me with confidence, and to recall 


my wonted galety. I found that I was 
unjuſtly accuſed. I ſcrutinized my in- 
molt thoughts, which told me I was in- 


Nocent, while reaſon ſeemed to aſſure me 
that innocence and peace were generally 


companions, and in whatever happy bo- 


ſom they condeſcended to make their 


abode, the gloom of deſpondency could 


not enter, and the CHAINS of captivity 


would not be felt. Hail, ye bright ema- 


een from Heaven! celeſtial ſupport- 
rs of virtue! Suſtained by you, the ex- 


dice foul burſts forth, wanders at 
large, beyond the puny efforts of tyran- 
ny to confine, derides opprethon, and dif- 
_cains the chain. 


The horrors of my ſituation began now 


rapidly to decreaſe. I ſung, as though I 


had been at large in my own houſe, ſub- 
{tituting this ſimple amuſement to ſupply 


the want of converſation with the Mar- 


quis de Pelport. In this manſion of the 


Baſtile frequently did I converſe with M. 
Doillot upon the bleſſings of the Englith 


nation. How much did I envy the li- 


berty of the inhabitants of that happy 


country, where I can now ſpeak the 
truth without danger of being moleſted ! 
How much does the reflection comfort my 
heart, 
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heart, that I am now in a kingdom whoſe 
cqual laws protect the weak from the op- 
prethon of the powerful, where the pea- 
ſant can have redreſs againft the injuries 
of the pcer, where the accuſed is not con- 
demned unheard, and where he can meet 
his accuſers face to face, and their allega- 
tions are weighed in the eee ba- 
lance of juſtice. 

[ have before ſaid that I had again aſ- 
ſumed my wonted gaiety. Alas! there 
was a ſhock which I conceived far diſ- 
tant, and which I thought I ſhould not 
fo ſuddenly have received; a ſhock which 
was above every other, more difficult to 
ſuſtain.-—_— ——Misfortunes feldom come 
alone! the hiſtory of human nature 
proves it in almoſt every page. 
Being poſſeſſed of my brother's letter of 
attorney, to whom I had ſent frequent re- 
mittances, but through negligence had not 
for ſome time received theſe payments 
from the Treaſury, three or four years 
penfion became due about this period, 
he u, wiſhing to make ſome little pay- 
ments, I authorized my advocate to re- 
ceive ſome money for me at the Royal 
Treaſury. M. Minguct, my notary, per- 
fectly confiding in the ſecurity of my 
brother's erevet, brought it me himſelf. 
One morning, a little out of humour 
with M. Doillot, who was continually 
ringing in my cars demands for money, 

Il could 
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I could not help reprimanding, him, for 


neglecting to recei He it at the Treaſury, 
as I had deſired. 


city of buſineſs in extenuation of this 


e leaded multipli- 


omiſſion. This anſwer appeared very 
fingular, and I could ſcarce believe him 
ſerious. © Monſieur. Doillot,” ſaid I, ob- 
ſerving him with an eye of eager atten- 
tion, and a countenance of diſguiſed ſuſ- 
pence, „and is my brother dead?“ Ile 
ſaid, © No;“ but fo myſteriouſly, that it 
alarmed my apprehenſions. I determined, 
if poſſible, to know the worit, and the 


better to engage M. Doillot to diſcover 
the truth, I aſſumed the appearance of 
calmneſs "and reſignation, ſpoke of the 
mortality of human nature, telling him, 


whatever might be my fate, I would ſub- 


mit with patient reſignation to the af- 


flicting diſpenſations of an unerring Pro- 


vidence. © I will,” continued I,“ fum- 
mon up all my reſolution, to ſuſtain thoſe 


misfortunes which I cannot avoid.” 
M. Doillot, believing me tolerably re- 


conciled, at length informed me that my 


brother was dead. He died,” continu- 


ed he, © at, Salam, in the Eaſt Tndics, 
where he was buried previous to the ſail- 
ing of his frigate.” 


The Marſhal de alien whom 1 had 


ſeen in the month of July, informed me 
of his fate arrival, but could not exactly 
aſcertain the time —This was the erilis 


when 
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when I thought I ſhould have had the 
firmneſs to ſtifle in refignation the ribng 
throb of ſevere diſtreſs ; this was the mo- 
ment when 1 fancied myſelf ſteeled with 
: fortitude. 

If I have formerly been reproved for 
too much ſenſibility, and nerves too finely 
ſtrung to bear even the lighteſt : accent of 
reproof, picture to yourſelves, ye fouls of 
ſympathy, if it is in the power of imagi- 
nation to conceive, without the melan- 
choly experience of the event, what was 
the ſtate of my diſtracted mind, when M. 
Doillot informed me of my brother's death. 
This was a moſt afflicting ſtroke. My fa- 
ther, fiſter, mother, all dropped oft; my 

brother was my only friend, the prop of 
my declining hopes, the ornament, the 
defender of his country; but, perhaps, he 
was prematurely called up to heaven, in 
an act of mercy, that he might not par- 
take the inſults offered to his family, that 
he might not be a witneſs to the injuries 
heaped upon his miſerable ſiſter. 

I {trove, as much as poſhble, to conceal 
my emotions before M. Doillot, left, at 
{ome future time, he might conceal from 
me circumſtances with which I ought to 
be acquainted, in compaſſion. to my ſen- 
ſibility ; yet did I find it very difficult to 
ſuppreſs thoſe ſenſations which appear- 
ed {trongly, even in my efforts to vanquiſb, 
and to which I fo anxiouſly wiſhed to give 
vent. | 


As 
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As ſoon as M. Doillot quitted me, I re- 
mained in a very penſive fituation, com- 
bating a multitude of the moſt gloomy 
ideas, which prefented themſelves in quick 
and painful ſucceflion. The death of my 
brother weighed down my heart; I walk- 
ed haſtily acroſs my chamber, making 
every eftort to drive from my thoughts 
ideas ſo exquiſitely diſtreſſing. © Is he 
then dead?” ſaid I to myſelf, „ and will 
he never return? Alas! no!—Well then, 
let me be refolute; let me fummon up all 
my reſolution, and I have need of much 
to bear up againſt the power of my ac- 
_ cuſers, leſt the grief of my heart ſhould 
deprive me of the ability of making my 
defence, and my enemies ſhould triumph 
in that ſtupidity of grief, which, by pre- 
venting me from ſubſtantiating my in- 
nocence, will exaggerate my ſuppoſed 
criminality. This thought rouſed me. I 
_ conceived myſelf to be more tranquil, and 
ſtrove to diflipate my troubled thoughts 
by writing; when the Marquis de Pelport 
gave a knock, which commenced a con- 
verſation, to which I anſwered, and com- 
municated my grief. He was forry that 
M. Doillot had diſcloſed the circum- 
ance, and aflured me that he was ac 
quainted with it ſome time ago, but that 
he highly diſapproved of the conduct of 
M. Doillot, in not concealing 1 it from 855 
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I laid myſe:” down about eleven o'clock, 
as J thought Nuit thciently calm ; but about 
three or four in the morning I was ſeized 

with. a violent convulfion, and, in the 
ravings of delirium, overſet a large table, 
which was ſtanding by my bed-fide, with 
all its contents. The noiſe alarmed the 
Marquis de Pelport, who knocked violent- 
ly to know what was the matter. This 
knocking awakened the turnkey, who ran 
directly to his room. The Marquis com- 
municated what he had heard above, up- 
on which the turnkey came up, and on 
opening the door, and ſeeing my fituation, 
ran away, terrified almoſt out of his ſenſes, 
and called one of the invalids, whom he 
_ diſpatched inſtantly to wake the Surgeon, 
and the King's Lieutenant, who, upon 
their arrival, found me replaced in my 
bed. trembling under the agitation of a 
violent convulſion, which ging off, the 
tears rolled down my checks in great 
abundance. * Oh, my dear brother !” 
_exclaimed I. O pillar of my hopes! 
and art thou indeed dead? And ſhall thy 
affectionate fiſter behold thee no more?“ 
 —After thefe words, intermixed with tears 
and heavy ſobs, the Surgeon gave me 
ſome anodyne medicine, which tended a 
little to aſſuage the agitation of my mind, 
and ſo compoſed me that I {ell into a 
lumber. The turnkey and an invalid re- 
mained with me, whom I was not a little 
ſurprized 
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ſurprized at ſeeing in my chamber when 
i awoke, which was about ſeven in the 
morning. They told me every thing that 
paſſed during the night, of which I had, 
if any, but a very imperfect recollection. 
About ten the Surgeon, attended by the 
| Governor and the other officers, came to 
pay me a viſit. I ſuſtained their preſence 
very well, and liſtened to every thing that 
they had to ſay to me, without finding 
myſelf much affected; but I was ſo much 
fatigued and bruiſed, from having beat 
myſelf ſo violently, that I was incapable 
of raiſing myſelf in my bed. They bled 
me twice, which in ſome meaſure alleviat- 
ed the violence of my diſorder; but I have 
at this day pains in my head, which deriv- 
ed their commencement from this ſevere 
affection. 
Since this attack, T am grown familiar 
with reflections on death. I have con- 
templated upon it ſo often, that it appears 
to me only dreadful at a diſtance ; every 
day of its approach, it loſes its horrors. 
have reaſoned myſelf into that firmneſs, 
that I ſtand on the precipice df diſſolution ; 
I look up, and my eyes do not ach; 1 
look down, and my heart does not tremblc. 
—] have read authors, who aſſert that 
courage is, in men, the characteriſtic of 
the male ſex; they have expatiated on 
this virtue, as characteriſtic of magnani- 
mity ; ; [ have conceived it a deſirable qua- 
5 : lification, 
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lification, which, though a male, I have 
_ endeavoured to attain. That brother, 
whoſe death I ſo deeply mourned, poſſeſſ- 
ed it eminently; and that courage which 
he manifeſted in the hour of danger, } 
wiſhed might be alſo inherent in me. 
Since this æra, I made it my e 
ſtudy to acquire fuſſicient intrepidity to 
encounter, and reſolution enough to ſuſ- 
tain, all thoſe miſeries to which human 
nature is ſubject, of which more than a 
common ſhare has fallen to my lot. 
Three or four days aſter my illneſs, W 
Doillot arrived. He found me up, and 
apparently in much better ſpirits than he 
expected. He had indeed been reprovec 
by the Governor, for his indiſcretion in 
making that communication which had 
ſo deeply affected me; but he was pleaſ- 
ed at finding me in ſuch ſpirits. It is in- 
deed true, that theſe ſpirits were forced, 
and that I affected to be more chearful 
than I really was, to make M. Doillot 
more eaſy, and leſs apprehenſive of a re- 
_ petition of thoſe reprehenſions from the 
_ Governor, which he had before received, 
for what they conceived his imprudent 
communication. He then informed me, 
that fear and compunction for what he 
had done, and the apprehenſion of becom- | 
ing the object of public cenſure, from his 
conduct being ſubmitted, through the 
medium of my memoir, to public inſpec- 
Vor. = 8 tion, 
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tion, had fo affected the Commuillary Che- 


non, that he was at that time at Charen- 


ton, at the houſe of Les Peres de Ia Charite 
(a private mad-houſe). Although not 
naturally vindictive, I was nevertheleſs 


not very uneaſy to learn this news, which 


gave me a greater degree of reſolution to 


5 es ir the reſt. 


I ſuſpend, for an inſtant, the narrative 


of my more immediate concerns, to ſay 


a few words reſpecting my ſiſter, who was 


no ſooner apprized, by public report, of 


ray conhnement in the Baſtile, than ſhe __ 
immediately went, in the greateſt anxiety, 


in qucſt of the Baron de Breteuil, whom 
ſhe had formerly, at the hotel de Boulain- 
villiers, perſuaded herſelf was warmly 
my friend. 


The Baron de Breteuil was not a little 


furpriſed at ſeeing my fiſter, which was 


at tne Louvre, one day when there was 


a public audience, as he could not foreſee 


the reaſon of her viſit. She very prudent- 
15 only cleſired to ſpeak two words to him: 
« am Mademoiſelle de Valois,” ſaid ſhe, 
in a very low whrſper, in the preſence of 
M. de Chauſpiere, an advocate. I am 


very lorry, Madame; but, really I can do 
nothing for her. Vou ſhould apply to 
Monf. the Count de Vergennes.. I wiſh 
to avoid, as much as pothble, that the 


family of Rohan ſhould have it in their 
power to ſay, that I am the enemy of the 
Cardinal, 
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Cardinal, or the friend of your ſiſter; 
otherwiſe, I am ſufficiently diſpoſed. 
Apply to the Count de Vergenncs it is 
he who has the ſole management of this 
affair.“ 
M ſiſter, diſheartened by this recep- 
tion, ſhed tears and departed; determined 
to take the earlieſt opportunity. of mak- 
ing application to the Count de Vergennes. 
She wrote to him at Verſailles, but recciv- 
ed no anſwer. She determined to go her- 
ſelf on the next day of public audience. 
She approached the Miniſter, and made 
her requeſt. © Madam,” replied he, 
your fiſter is peculiarly fortunate. No- 
thing at all will be wanting—her a! Tairs 
are in very good hands.” Sir,“ replied 
my ſiſter, © the Cardinal is allowed to ſee 
all his family and his friends: my fiſter 
has no relation but me—]1 intreat you 
then to grant me permiſſion to viſit her. 
M. de Launay, Governor of the Baſtile, 
whom 1 have waited upon, in expectati- 
on of ſeeing my fiſter, has informed me 
that he has no Power without an order 
from the Miniſter.” “„ Tis very true, 
Madam,“ replied the Count de Vergennes; 
but, Madam, I am ſorry that I can do 
nothing myſelf. Have you no friend near 
the King who has ſufficient influence to 
procure this indulgence from his Maj jeſty ? 
for it is the King himſelf who has granted 
this permiſſion to the Cardinals tamily 


and 
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and his friends to viſit him.” From this 


anſwer my poor ſiſter, perplexed in the 


extreme at being thus, diſappointed, went 


to ſeck M. Doillot, to whom ſhe related 
the difficulties ſhe had met with, and her 
deſpair of removing them; but, fince ſhe 
could not obtain permiſſion to viſit me in 

the Baſtile, ſhe requeſted his opinion whe- 


ther he thought it practicable to ſee me 
upon the tower? Monf. Doillot anſwered 
in the affirmative. In conſequence of 


this my ſiſter determined to ſee me in the 


beſt manner ſhe could, and to. ſtation 
herſelf on one of the higheſt eminences 
of the Boulevards. 


M. Doillot came the. r day to 


inform me of the day and the hour. 7 he 
next day at one was the time appointed. 
1 communicated to the King's new Lieu- 


tenant, du Puget, that I had made choice 


of that hour, for my walk upon the tow- 


ers, well knowing that all the officers 
would, at that hour, be engaged in bufi- 


mes, therefore, walked about, only 


accompanied by an invalid, in whom the 
Governor placed great confidence. I had 


ſcarce taken a turn upon the tower, when 
I perceived my filter, accompanied by 


two gentlemen and a lady; one was the 
Viſcount de Barraſs, nephew of the Count 
de Barraſs, a particular friend of my bro- 
ther's, on account of whoſe friendſhip the 


kannt paid his addreſles to my fiſter, 


and | 
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and would, probably, have married her, 
had not my diſaſter prevented the nupti- 
als; the others were the Abbe de Patt, 
and a lady.—Theſe friends waved their 
| handkerchieſs, as a fignal, which I ob- 
ferving did the fame, but without Rop- 
ping, and waving my handkerchief be- 
hind the invalid, to prevent his per- 
ceiving me, who either did not, or feign- 
ed not to ſee me, leſt he ſhould be ſeverely 
reprimanded : it was alſo contrary to the 
ordinances of the Baſtile to ſtop near the 
parapet, except in the preſence of the 
 Goyernor and the other officers; but in 
the little cabinet, oppoſite the cotfee- 
| houſe which formed the angle of the Bou- 
levard, every priſoner may, if he prefers 
reſt to walking, continue all the time al- 
lowed him for recreation. I, however, 
employed my whole hour in walking, 


and a quarter of an hour more to reſt in 


this cabinet, to ſend a kifs to my ſiſter, 
and ſalute her company, which when I 
had done, I immediately retired, without 
the leaſt agitation, pleaſed with having 
ſeen my ſiſter. The pleaſure I experi- 
enced in having ſeen her was quite 
ſufficient- I was already a philo- 
ſopher: but? it was different with her, 
who, the moment after I diſappeared, 
was ſuddenly taken ill in the middle of 
the Boulevards, and conducted by the 


8 3 7h company 
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com pany and many of the ſpectators, 
who kindly intereſted themſelves in her 


diſtreſs, to the coffee-houle, to procure 


her-Joine Alone ooo 
This incident, which ſoon became pub- 


lic, at length reached the ears of the Go- 


vernor de Launay, who ſtrictly queſtion- 


ed my conductor, but he anfwered, very 


ſatisfactorily, that he had ſeen nothing, 


that he had perceived nothing of the 
kind, and the Governor ſaid nothing more 


avout it. M. Doillot informed me, at 
the next viſit, that my filter was ſome- 


thing better, but that ſhe would never be 
_ te:apted again to ſee me in that manner. 


The dear creature, as M. Doillot inform- 


ed me, was a ſpectacle of grief ſince my 


impriſonment, fo changed as fcarcely to 


be known, and but too much reaſon ſhe 


had to tremble for my fate. She judged, 


that from ſeveral circumſtances, the fa- 
vour ſhewn to the Cardinal, in the per- 


miſſion granted to his friends to viſit, 
from that privilege being denied to her, 
from the neutrality of the Baron de Bre- 


teuil, from all theſe reaſons combined 
| the judged, and with truth, which weight 


would incline the balance. She had ſuf- 
fetent preſentiment of the event from 
having been refuſed by the Miniſter ad- 


miſſion to ſee me, when ſhe knew that all 


Paris rung with the number of viſitors. 


which the Cardinal received in priſon, 


1 while 
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while 5 unfortunate, friendleſs, and un- 
protected, denied even the privilege of 
ſeeing my own fiſter, doomed to pine in 
ſolitary filence, and to read the horrors 
of the future, in the page of my preſent 
miſery. Eaſy may it be imagined what 
little comfort a perſon in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, ſuſpected of a crime, the very idea 
of which makes her ſtart with horror, 
could have had when left to herſelf, in 
ſolitary bondage. Such a ſituation might 
weigh down even the ſupertor fortitude- 
of the other ſex. I ſhould have been de- 
preſſed even to the grave, had I been 
really guilty of the crime laid to my 
charge, but the fulleſt conviction of 
my integrity, and a confidence in His 
arm who defends the innocent and fuc- 
cours the oppreiled, alone ſuſtained me, 
anidſt the preſent and the melancholy 
anticipation of future miſeries, while a 
ch arte? acquicſcence to the will of Hea- 
ven illumined my countenance with a 
ſnile,- even in the devouring j jaws of the 
Baſtile. 

There were moments when I thought 
every thing would terminate ſucceſsfully, 
and. thro' the medium of hope, the tu- 
ture appeared 1 pleaſing proſpect.—“ The 
Cardinal,” faid I to myſelf, “ from the 
influence of his family, will be ſoon ſet 
at liberty, and I ſhall owe my deliver- 
ance to her Majeſty $ generoſity, Who will 


ſuſpend 
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fuſpend all further proceſs.” Thus calmly 
did I ſometimes reaſon on what was re- 
puted to be our common crime. At ſome 
moments I had ſuch a flow of ſpirits, that 
I frequently amuſed myſelf with ſinging 
a number of ſongs, as they ſucceeded in 
my mind, blending them altogether, with- 
out any attention to regularity. Many 
of the invalids, who heard me, reported 
to the Governor, that a lady in the third 
Comptee ſung at leaſt fiſty different ſongs 
and airs every day, and that ſhe got up 
to the window, where they ſaw her very 
plainly. 

The Governor, upon this intelligence, 
ordered them to come and liſten to what 
I ſung; he alſo ſtationed another perſon 
to liſten attentively to the words of my 
fongs. I was aware of my ſpy, though 
he ſpoke very low. I redoubled my ef- 
forts, and ſung this paſſage from Richard 
Coeur de Lion: « Oh. Richard! oh, 
mon Roi!“ inſtead of the name RKichtd. 
ſubſtituting that of Valois) “ by all the 
world forſook !“ -I took occaſion, in the 
courſe of my ſong, to introduce the name 
of the Governor, and nniſhed with a loud 
laugh. The poor Marquis de Pelport, 
who ſaw our ſpy, dared not to utter a 
word; but I, not at all alarmed at the 
ſpy, nor having the leaſt fear of the Go 
vernor, continued my ſoag. 


& 
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At eight the ſame evening the Governor 
came to ſee me. „ Oh, oh!” faidIto 
him gaily, you are very obliging to 
make me a viſit. You wiſh, then, to gain 
the good-will of the priſoners, by com- 
ing to ſee them ?'”—He ſmiled. © But. 
yeu are a finger,” ſaid he: © I am very 
ſorry to have interrupted you!” And 
this Governor, ſo very rigid and auſtere, 
who had prohibited finging in the Baitile, 
intreated me to do him the favour to fing 
a ſong. I at firſt hefitated, but after ſome 
little conſideration began to ſing; and, 
that I might be heard throughout the 
Baſtile, 1 lung a briſk tune. As ſoon as 
I had finiſhed, © Very well, Mr. Gover- 
nor!“ ſaid 1 rallyingly, * you have not 
behaved with the greateſt confiſtency, in 


ſending my turnkey, St. Jean, to dehre 


me not to ſing, for that it is contrary to 
the rules of the Baſtile, when I can abſo- 
lutely ſay that I have authority to ſing, 
even from the Governor himſelf!” I then 
informed him what I had heard, calling 
him a ſpy.—Though this was all ſpoke 
in a jocular manner, he made no reply, 
which indeed I did not regret ; for, un- 
derneath this diſguiſe. of exterior affabi- 
lity, there was much latent falſehood, of 
which I had but too much reaſon to com- 


plain. 


From this epocha, he has fulfilled the 
_ meaſure of his malevolence againſt me ; 
but 
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but this I ceaſe to mention, otherwiſe I 
could not only ſtate the times, but the oc- 
cations. This fame perſon viſited me every 
evening, and paſſed an hour or two with 
me, which was conſtantly occupied in 
trifling chit-chat ; for it is not a little ſin- 
gular, that, during the fix months I was 
in the Baſtile, either the Governor, nor 
any other 2 5 n, ever ſaid a word rela- 
tive to my affairs, nor ever ſpoke of the 
Cardinal, except once, when he menti- 
oned that he walked every day in his gar- 
den, about eleven at noon, and that he 
pailed upon his round under my window, 
accompanied by the Prince de Montbaſſon 
and his brother.—* They ſtopped direct- 
ly oppoſite to your tower,” ſaid he, on 
hearing you ſing; in conſequence of 
which I beg that you will not ſing at that 
time again.“ I promiſed to obey this in- 
junction, e my curiolity was ſtrong- 
ly excited by the manner in which I ſaw 
the Cardinal, who conſtantly fixed his 
eyes on the window of my priſon, and 
appeared anxious to fee me; he alſo {poke 
in an elevated tone of voice, with a view 
doubtleſs that I might clearly underſtand 
DI: 
A few days ſubſequent to this interview 
with the Governor, the Lieutenant came 
to my apartment, and conducted me to 
the ſame hall where I had been firſt exa- 
mined, —1 cannot t lay I felt myſelf much 
agitated 
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_ agitated on this examinaiion which might 
be deemed a private once compared to 
thoſe: which followed. Ou my arrival I 
received the decre!s from the hauds of 
two Grefhers, one of whom named M. 
Fremyn, I ſhall have occaſion frequent- 
ly to mention, as a perfon ſtrongly pre- 
judiced in favour of the Cardinal—and 
though my moſt inveterate enemy, yet 
aſſuming that ſpecious diſguiſe of affabi- 
lity and concern for my intereſt, which 
made him more dangerous as having 
greater power to deceive.—The buſineſs 
being finithed, and the decrets delivered, 
aſter a few complimentary expreſſions, I 
was again conducted to my apartment, 
and ſecured within thoſe maſſy bars, the 
dreadful emblems of tyranny and op- 
preſion. * 
Il qwas here indeed ſhut up from all com- 
munication with the world denied the 
privilege even of ſneaking to my ſiſter. 
anch my fiſter-in-law confined in*ti Baſ- 
tile fix months for only attempting to ſee . 
me- to what could I have recourſe for 
amuſement to an imagination naturally 
active and energetic—qualities, alas! 
fatal to its own repoſe.—I ſometimes had 
recourſe to dh ingenious expedient which 
neceſſity had taugt,? me, of holding con- 
verfation with the M rquis de port — 4 
the e e Une 9 e $nd , 
e g time was Occupied in ad- 
dreſſing fervent ſupplications to that hea- 
venly 
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with myſelf and was filent,” 
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venly throne, which y=t regards the cries 
an earthly tribunal thought proper to re- 


Ject. 


The loſs of my brother, joined to my 


_ own unhappy ſituation, had weaned mc 


from every hope of happineſs on carth— 
my attachment for worldly comforts being 
deſtroyed, the native energy of my mind 


ſought to fix itſelf on that rock, where it 
could view the ſtorms of oppreſſion how] 
unheeded beneath—But, alas! ſuch is the 
frailty of human nature, ſuch was ſome- 


times my deſpondency, that notwithſtand- 
ing my reliance on the Omnipotent Being 
whoſe power 1s over all, I bluſh to con- 
feſs, that there were moments when my 


heart failed me, when my ſoul was ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful even unto death“! 
there were moments when, to uſe the ex- 


preſſion of the Pſalmiſt, I communcd 


- 
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